EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES COMMISSION – COMPLAINTS
(No. B/810) Mr A. Ameer Meea (Second Member for Port Louis Maritime & Port
Louis East) asked the Rt. hon. Prime Minister, Minister of Defence, Home Affairs, Minister
for Rodrigues and National Development Unit whether, in regard to the Equal Opportunities
Commission, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain therefrom, information as to the
number of complaints registered thereat, since the coming into operation thereof to date,
indicating the outcome thereof in each case.
The Prime Minister: Madam Speaker, with your permission, I shall reply to
Parliamentary Question Nos. B/810 and B/818 together as they relate to the same issue.
I am informed by the Equal Opportunities Commission, that since its inception in
April 2012, 1,433 complaints have been received in Mauritius and 67 in Rodrigues.
I am further informed of the following outcomes on these cases (i)

95 cases have been conciliated and settled ;

(ii)

In 331 cases, there was no evidence of discrimination;

(iii)

Additional information is being sought in respect of 360 cases;

(iv)

290 cases do not fall under the purview of the Commission;

(v)

204 cases are under investigation;

(vi)

6 cases have been referred to the Equal Opportunities Tribunal;

(vii)

1 case has been referred to the Director of Public Prosecutions;

(viii) 13 cases fall under the purview of other Departments and have been referred
thereto;
(ix)

85 cases have been withdrawn by the complainants;

(x)

29 cases are pending examination by the Commission, and

(xi)

86 cases are time barred as per the Equal Opportunities Act.

Regarding the name of the complainants and the nature of the complaints, I am
informed by the Commission that it cannot reveal this information without the consent of the
former.

However, I am further informed by the Commission that when an investigation is
opened by the Commission of its own motion and that the matter involves public interest
issues, it may, in a spirit of transparency, inform the public at large of same.
Mr Ameer Meea: Madam Speaker, the Equal Opportunities Commission was set up
to work toward the elimination of discrimination and the promotion of equal opportunities,
and answering to a PQ in April 2015 from hon. Mrs Danielle Selvon, the Rt. hon. Prime
Minister stated to the House, I quote –
“I am informed by the Attorney General’s Office that, in 2013 and 2014, the Chairman
of the Equal Opportunities Commission has made proposals to the Attorney General
for amendments to be brought to the legislation for the Equal Opportunities Tribunal
to entertain cases involving the PSC.”
To cut short, the reply was that, from the Prime Minister’s Office at this time, it would not
consider piecemeal approach, but rather a holistic approach to amend the legislation. So, my
question to the Rt. hon. Prime Minister is, whether the Government is considering
favourably to amend the Equal Opportunities Commission to allow the Tribunal to enquire
into matter regarding the PSC?
The Prime Minister: It is under study, Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Uteem!
Mr Uteem: Thank you, Madam Speaker. It has been reported that, yesterday, in a
sitting before the Equal Opportunities Tribunal, the lawyer for the hon. Minister Gayan
raised a point as to the impartiality of the Equal Opportunities Commission. So, may I know
from the Rt. hon. Prime Minister whether this view is shared by the Members of his
Government as well or is it an isolated opinion or it is just a joke from the hon. Minister?
The Prime Minister: I have not looked into it yet.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Shakeel Mohamed!
Mr Mohamed: Thank you, Madam Speaker. Could the Rt. hon. Prime Minister tell us
whether when a matter concerns an hon. Minister or any hon. Member of Government or
any of the parastatal bodies, that it is a Government policy not to respond to the summons or
invitations of the Equal Opportunities Commission and that is why it is still under study and
will be under study for many years to come?

The Prime Minister: As long as it takes.
Madam Speaker: Yes, hon. Rutnah!
Mr Rutnah: Thank you, Madam Speaker. Given that the post of the Chairman of the
Equal opportunities Commission is a post that is appointed by advice of the Prime Minister
in consulation with the Leader of the Opposition and it is supposed to be an independent
position, the fact that the Chairman of the Equal Opportunities Commission clearly was
touting to be a candidate…
Mr Mohamed: On a point of order! He cannot attack a member of the Commission
like this!
(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: Please, sit down! Hon. Rutnah, if you look at both questions, the
questions relate to complaints registered, the complainants. Please, reframe your question in
relation to the two questions which have been asked.
Mr Rutnah: Madam Speaker, I am asking in the light that the Equal Opportunities
Commission deals with equal opportunities, whether the Chairman is still considered to be
an independent person?
Madam Speaker: Hon. Rutnah, we cannot in the National Assembly attack any
member who is not present and cannot defend himself.
(Interruptions)
Next question! Hon. Ameer Meea!
PAY RESEARCH BUREAU REPORT – PUBLICATION
(No. B/811) Mr A. Ameer Meea (Second Member for Port Louis Maritime & Port
Louis East) asked the Rt. hon. Prime Minister, Minister of Defence, Home Affairs, Minister
for Rodrigues and National Development Unit whether, in regard to the forthcoming Report
of the Pay Research Bureau, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the Bureau,
information as to the expected date of publication thereof.
The Prime Minister: Madam Speaker, the 2016 PRB Report was initially expected to
be released in October 2015. However, the Director, PRB recently explained that the
exercise for the preparation of the 2016 Report has been delayed due to several factors
which were beyond the control of the Bureau.

The Report is now scheduled to be published in the first quarter of 2016. The Director,
PRB has informed that the Bureau is striving to complete and publish the Report within the
new time frame.
I would like to underline that despite the delay in the publication of the Report, its
recommendations will still be made effective as from 01 January 2016.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Bhagwan!
Mr Bhagwan: Can I ask the Rt. hon. Prime Minister whether his Office has been
aware that several Ministries and parastatal bodies have delayed considerably in giving their
recommendations to the PRB and this is why there is a late, I would say, submission of the
report; whether his Office will direct all these Ministries to make diligence in submitting
their submissions to the PRB?
The Prime Minister: I cannot answer for sure, but it may be one of the factors.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Ganoo! No question! Next question, hon. Dr. Sorefan!
NATIONAL DISASTER RISK REDUCTION AND MANAGEMENT
LEGISLATION - INTRODUCTION
(No. B/812) Dr. R. Sorefan (Fourth Member for La Caverne & Phoenix) asked
the Rt. hon. Prime Minister, Minister of Defence, Home Affairs, Minister for Rodrigues and
National Development Unit whether, in regard to the weather conditions prevailing during
the passage of a cyclone, he will state if consideration will be given for the introduction of
relevant legislation with a view to making it an offence for a person to venture outside and
putting at risk his life and that of his rescuers.
The Prime Minister: Madam Speaker, in the Government Programme 2015-2019, it
is clearly stated that, with a view to enhancing the safety and security of our citizens against
natural disasters, Government will review and update the national multi-hazard early
warning system and embark on innovative disaster management education, training and
public awareness initiatives.
In this context, I am informed by the Ministry of Environment, Sustainable
Development and Disaster and Beach Management, that a draft National Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Bill is currently under preparation.
I am further informed that the implications of the issue raised by the hon. Member
are already being examined within the framework of this new piece of legislation.

Dr. Sorefan: Thank you, Rt. hon. Prime Minister. The question was raised in 2008
and recently - I call it recently - in 2011 by hon. Seeruttun and the answer was more or less
on the same line as our Rt. hon. Prime Minister is saying. Will the Rt. hon. Prime Minister
see to it that this time we come, within a short time delay, with this Bill?
The Prime Minister: Well, I suppose those who are working on the legislation are
doing their best.
Madam Speaker: Next question, hon. Shakeel Mohamed!
FANFARON HARBOUR, ROCHE BOIS & PLAINE VERTE – POLICE
OFFICERS
(No. B/813) Mr S. Mohamed (First Member for Port Louis Maritime & Port
Louis East) asked the Rt. hon. Prime Minister, Minister of Defence, Home Affairs, Minister
for Rodrigues and National Development Unit whether, in regard to the Police Stations
located at the Fanfaron Harbour, at Roche Bois and in Plaine Verte respectively, he will, for
the benefit of the House, obtain from the Commissioner of Police, information as to the
number of Police Officers posted thereat, indicating if they are undermanned.
The Prime Minister: Madam Speaker, I am informed by the Commissioner of
Police that the number of Police Officers posted to the three Police Stations, namely
Fanfaron Harbour, Roche Bois and Plaine Verte is 69, 56 and 60 respectively. I am further
informed that those Police Stations are adequately staffed for policing purposes.
Madam Speaker, I am further informed by the Commissioner of Police that the
deployment of human resources in the different Police Stations is based on the size of
population, crime incidence, the volume of commercial and social activities, and important
and vulnerable installations in the station areas.
Mr Mohamed: Could I ask the Rt. hon. Prime Minister, since he stated that they are
‘adequately’ and the word that he has chosen is ‘adequate’, for each of the Police Stations
what would be the Force that is normally stipulated as being proper? I am not talking about
an adequate or acceptable figure. What, according to the Commissioner of Police, is the
figure that each Police Station referred to in the question has? Normally, there is a figure
officially for that.

(Interruptions)
The Prime Minister: I am afraid I don’t have the information. The hon. Member
should come with a specific question on that.
Mr Mohamed: I have two more questions. One question is – I will try to simplify.
Normally, all Commissioners of Police, what they do is that each Station – because my
question referred as to whether they are undermanned. Normally, what is the figure,
according to the Police that would - according to him - say that it is manned? What is the
minimum that is required for each Police Station? Each Police Station has a minimum figure
and what would that figure be?
The Prime Minister: I have just explained what are the criteria to come to the
conclusion that the number is adequate and the Commissioner of Police considers that the
number is adequate. I am satisfied with that.
Mr Ameer Meea: The Plaine Verte Police Station is classified as a Class A Station
according to its region, to the size and number of population, that is, 52,000 people. Can I
ask the Rt. hon. Prime Minister if he is aware that there is no Chief Inspector at the Plaine
Verte Station?
(Interruptions)
The Prime Minister: I am not aware.
(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: Hon. Shakeel Mohamed, don’t reply to the Prime Minister!
Please!
(Interruptions)
Please!
(Interruptions)
Can I ask hon. Members to behave and not to make comments from a sitting
position? I have said that I would not accept comments from a sitting position. If they have
anything to say, then they should stand up and speak - for all Members.
Mr Ameer Meea: Madam Speaker, I am expecting a reply.

(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: Hon. Ameer Meea, please repeat your question! Can you please
repeat?
Mr Ameer Meea: Is the Rt. hon. Prime Minister aware that there is no Chief
Inspector at the Police Station of Plaine Verte? I think I have been very clear.
The Prime Minister: It happens sometimes that the post is empty, but if it is so, I am
sure it will be filled in.
Mr Baloomoody: The Rt. hon. Prime Minister answered that he is satisfied with the
quantity, but it is not a question of quantity, it is the quality of the Police that we need. Is the
Rt. hon. Prime Minister aware that in most of the Police Stations, especially when it comes
to the second shift, there is no Sergeant, no Inspector and no Chief Inspector? This is where
there is a lacking in the Police Station. The middle management staff, we don’t have in all
the shifts.
The Prime Minister: Anyway, the question was about three Police Stations. The
Commissioner is satisfied. They are being adequately served. If they are adequately served, I
am satisfied.
Madam Speaker: Yes, hon. Shakeel Mohamed, last question!
Mr Mohamed: Since the Rt. hon. Prime Minister is totally satisfied with what the
Commissioner of Police has done, is he satisfied that recently certain dancing Police
Officers were transferred to that particular…
(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: Hon. Shakeel Mohamed!
(Interruptions)
Hon. Shakeel Mohamed, please sit down! Please sit down! The question relates to Roche
Bois and Plaine Verte. Please restrict your…
Mr Mohamed: It is with regard to the dancing Police Officers that were transferred
to Roche Bois, Plaine Verte, Fanfaron and Harbour Police. Is the Rt. hon. Prime Minister
also satisfied that this is a way of putting discipline, of transferring people who have done
wrong to my Constituency? Is he satisfied with that?

(Interruptions)
The Prime Minister: I don’t think I should answer to that because it does not arise
from the question that has been put.
Madam Speaker: Next question, hon. Rughoobur!
(Interruptions)
No comments, please! No comments!
(Interruptions)
Hon. Shakeel Mohamed, please refrain from making comments! And on this side also!
(Interruptions)
Hon. Jhugroo! Order, hon. Jhugroo! Please, don’t make provocative remarks! We are
wasting the time of the House.
Mr Mohamed: On a point of order! The Rt. hon. Prime Minister has made a very
serious comment here. From a sitting position, he said: “Ale occupe Gorah Issac”. So, could
he try to refrain from making such comments and withdraw what he said because this is
attacking my person in a very unparliamentary manner and that is a dangerous man?
Madam Speaker: Hon. Shakeel Mohamed, I did not hear. I will have to check.
Mr Mohamed: Everyone heard it, you should!
(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: I did not hear!
(Interruptions)
Mr Mohamed: Madam Speaker, how come you did not hear…
Madam Speaker: I did not hear!
(Interruptions)
Mr Mohamed: …what the Rt. hon. Prime Minister said?

(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: You can’t argue with me! Please, sit down! You can’t argue with
me! If I did not hear, I did not hear, and I have the right to say that I did not hear! You can’t
compel me to hear! I told you I’ll have to check!
(Interruptions)
Please, sit down!
(Interruptions)
And no argument with me, please!
Mr Bérenger: Can I suggest you to go as usual to listen to the recording?
Madam Speaker: But I said that I did not hear! Hon. Rughoobur, next question!
ELECTIONS – OPINION POLLS
(No. B/814) Mr S. Rughoobur (Second Member for Grand’Baie & Poudre d’Or)
asked the Rt. hon. Prime Minister, Minister of Defence, Home Affairs, Minister for
Rodrigues and National Development Unit whether, in regard to the Opinion Polls in
relation to the performance of candidates standing for elections and/or the elected members
thereof, he will state if consideration will be given for the introduction of legislation to
provide for the
(a)

compulsory disclosure of the methodology used for the conduct thereof prior
to the publication of the results thereof;

(b)

appointment of a Commission on Opinion Polls to ensure compliance with
the legislation in relation thereto, and

(c)

obligation to be issued with a licence in order to be allowed to conduct same.

The Prime Minister: Madam Speaker, it is a current practice in advanced
democracies that during the run-up of elections, opinion polls are conducted by various
organisations and specialised agencies to gauge the intentions and moods of voters. Media
coverage of such opinion polls is an integral part of the right to freedom of expression and
information in a vibrant democracy.

The publication and reporting of the results of such opinion polls is a subject that arouses
strong passions in the media, among political parties and the people. Often, controversies
arise challenging the integrity of the opinion polls as a result of allegations that the exercise
may involve malpractices, such as juggling with statistics and partisan manipulation of the
results.
In some countries, the publication and reporting of opinion polls are altogether banned and
in others, restrictions are imposed on the time frames ranging from 24 hours to several days
and weeks before the election day.
Madam Speaker, the question of regulating opinion polls for the elections is a
complex matter and needs serious reflections from all the stakeholders.
I wish to inform the House that, in the Government Programme 2015-2019, it has been
mentioned that the Electoral Supervisory Commission will be given wider powers to control
and sanction, inter alia, conflict of interests during election time, including such aspect as
the conduct of opinion polls in a fair manner.
Madam Speaker: Yes, hon. Rughoobur!
Mr Rughoobur: Thank you, Madam Speaker. The Rt. hon. Prime Minister has
rightly been speaking about the controversies on opinion polls in the past. Only during the
last general elections it has been the case where there has been huge disparity between what
were the results of some polls…
Madam Speaker: Yes, please ask your question!
Mr Rughoobur: May I ask the Rt. hon. Prime Minister if he would consider the
setting up of a Select Committee on this whole issue, coming up with proposals to legislate
this whole issue of opinion polls, whether it is for electoral purposes or for any purposes?
The Prime Minister: We will have to study and find out whether a Select
Committee is necessary at this stage.
AFRICAN UNION OBSERVER MISSION & AFRICAN CHARTER ON
DEMOCRACY, GOOD GOVERNANCE AND ELECTIONS – REPORTS
(No. B/815) Mr S. Rughoobur (Second Member for Grand’Baie & Poudre d’Or)
asked the Rt. hon. Prime Minister, Minister of Defence, Home Affairs, Minister for
Rodrigues and National Development Unit whether, in regard to the elections, he will state if
he has taken cognizance of the Report of the African Union Observer Mission dated 12

December 2014 on the National Assembly Elections of 10 December 2014 and of the
African Charter on Democracy, Good Governance and Elections and if so, indicate where
matters stand as to the implementation of the recommendations contained therein in each
case.
The Prime Minister: Madam Speaker, I have taken cognizance of the Report of the
African Union Observation Mission and the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and
Governance, referred to by the hon. Member. The African Union Observation Mission has,
in fact, noted with satisfaction that the General Elections of 10 December 2014 were held in
satisfactory conditions of freedom and transparency.

Furthermore, the Mission has

congratulated the people of Mauritius and all political stakeholders for the maturity they
demonstrated during the electoral process.
The Observation Mission has, however, made the following recommendations, inter alia (i)

a reform of our legal framework to ensure gender parity in the National
Assembly in accordance with Article 29 of the African Charter on
Democracy, Elections and Governance and the SADC Protocol on Gender
and
Development;

(ii)

amendment to be brought to our electoral law to ensure that counting takes
place at the polling stations immediately after the closing of polls in order to
conform with the international principles governing democratic elections;

(iii)

the reform of our legal framework to regulate the private funding of political
parties and campaigns, and to consider the establishment of public financing
of political parties;

(iv)

to include regulations for media coverage of electoral campaigns in the
electoral legal framework to ensure equitable access by political parties and
candidates to the public media;

(v)

to improve the voter control system by introducing indelible ink or another
system that may be consensual among political parties, and

(vi)

to undertake a review of the delimitation of constituencies in order to have a
more balanced and fairer representation of the national territory.

Madam Speaker, as the House is aware, in the Government Programme 2015-2019,
the Government already stands committed to reform our electoral system to introduce a dose
of proportional representation in the National Assembly and guarantee better women
representation. The Government Programme also provides for the enactment of a Financing
of Political Parties Act.
In my reply to the Private Notice Question on 20 October last, I informed that a Ministerial
Committee will be set up to examine and make recommendations on electoral reform, as
proposed in our Government Programme 2015-2019. The recommendations made by the
African Union Observation Mission will be examined in the wider context of the proposed
electoral reform.
Madam Speaker, insofar as the recommendation of the Observation Mission
regarding the review of the delimitation of the Constituencies is concerned, as I stated in my
reply to PQ B/371 on 01 September 2015, the last report of the Electoral Boundaries
Commission on a Review of the Boundaries of the Republic of Mauritius was tabled in the
National Assembly on 10 November 2009.
However, the National Assembly was dissolved on 31 March 2010 and there was no
resolution brought in the National Assembly before its dissolution to approve or reject the
recommendations of the 2009 report.
In view of the above and due to the fact that a new Housing and Population Census has been
carried out in 2011, the Electoral Boundaries Commission will embark on a fresh exercise
for a review of the boundaries of the Constituencies and present a new report subsequently.
Madam Speaker, in regard to the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and
Governance, most of its provisions relate to democratic institutions, specially electoral
management bodies and democratic elections are already enshrined either in our
Constitution or in our electoral legislation. The other issues contained in the Charter, such
as funding of political parties, allocation of air-time, etc. will be addressed in the wider
context of the electoral reform, as I have just stated.
Madam Speaker: Yes, hon. Rughoobur!
Mr Rughoobur: Thank you, Madam Speaker. I thank the hon. Prime Minister for
the reply. The Rt. hon. Prime Minister has been talking about the long list of
recommendations, but among all the recommendations there is one with regard to the

African Charter. Will the hon. Prime Minister enlighten the House as to whether Mauritius
has ratified the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance, and, if not, when
will this be done?
The Prime Minister: I will have to find out.
Madam Speaker: Yes, hon. Rughoobur!
Mr Rughoobur: I did not quite get the reply of the Prime Minister, Madam.
(Interruptions)
Okay! Well, thank you, Madam Speaker. May I emphasise on this issue of ratification of this
African Charter and may I propose to the hon. Prime Minister to please look into this
possibility of ensuring - because this is the recommendation of the African Union - to
include this African Charter in the school curriculum. In this whole process of reform that
we are undergoing - the nine-year schooling - may I ask the hon. Prime Minister to please
look into this whole issue of ensuring that gradually we ratify and then we include this
curriculum in the schools because this is the recommendation of the African Union and they
have proposed that this be done in the African Union Member States schools?
The Prime Minister: Well, we will look into it.

INVESTMENT PROJECTS FAST TRACK COMMITTEE
(No. B/816) Mr R. Uteem (First Member for Port Louis South & Port Louis
Central) asked the Rt. hon. Prime Minister, Minister of Defence, Home Affairs, Minister for
Rodrigues and National Development Unit whether, in regard to the Investment Projects
Fast Track Committee, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain therefrom, information as
to the number of major projects the implementation of which the Committee has facilitated,
indicating in each case the – (a) nature thereof;
(b)

value thereof, and

(c)

scheduled completion date thereof.
(Withdrawn)
MAURITIAN NATIONALITY - MR F.M. P. - GRANT

(No. B/817) Mr S. Rutnah (Third Member for Piton & Rivière du Rempart)
asked the Rt. hon. Prime Minister, Minister of Defence, Home Affairs, Minister for

Rodrigues and National Development Unit whether, in regard to one Mr F. M. P., he will
state if he has been granted –
(a) the Mauritian nationality and, if so, indicate when;
(i) the application for the granting thereof was submitted, and
(ii) it was granted, and
(b) a licence to set up a shark fishing activity in Rodrigues and, if so, indicate when.
The Prime Minister: Madam Speaker, Mr F. M. P. a French National born on 12
February 1940, came to Mauritius on 28 October 2009 on visit for 60 days. On 23 December
2009, he was issued a residence permit as a Retired Non-citizen. The residence permit was
cancelled on 29 August 2012. On the same day, a Registration Certificate as Investor was
issued to him by the Board of Investment and on 04 September 2012 he was issued with an
Occupation Permit to stay in Mauritius as an investor.
In regard to part (a) of the question, I am informed that Mr F. M. P. applied for a
Certificate of Naturalisation under section 9 of the Mauritius Citizenship Act on 21
November 2013 and he was granted the Mauritian citizenship on 08 July 2014.
In regard to part (b) of the question, I am informed by the Ministry of Ocean
Economy, Marine Resources, Fisheries, Shipping and Outer Islands and the Rodrigues
Regional Assembly that no licence to carry out shark fishing activity in Rodrigues has been
issued to Mr F. M. P. He was one of the promoters of JS Fishing Ltd, a company which in
June 2012, submitted a fishing project proposal to operate in the pelagic fishery targeting
tuna and tuna like species.
A Letter of Intent valid for six months was issued to the company on 23 August
2012, by the then Ministry of Fisheries.

However, the Letter of Intent lapsed as the

company did not start its fishing operations within the approved period.
Mr Rutnah: Can the Rt. hon. Prime Minister confirm to the House, from the
information that he has gleaned, whether he is aware that at the time the application was
being processed for naturalisation, Mr F. M. P. was charged with a criminal offence and that
criminal offence was not disposed of by then at the Black River District Court?
The Prime Minister: Well, I cannot confirm what is being alleged. We will have to
find out. If a specific question is put, we can get the information.

Madam Speaker: Yes, one last question!
Mr Rutnah: Can the Rt. hon. Prime Minister see whether a copy of the application
for naturalisation could be tabled to this House in order that we can ascertain the exact date
of application because the information that I have is completely different to what has been
answered in the House?
The Prime Minister: Well, if it is still available, I will do so.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES COMMISSION - COMPLAINTS
(No. B/818) Mr S. Rutnah (Third Member for Piton & Rivière du Rempart)
asked the Rt. hon. Prime Minister, Minister of Defence, Home Affairs, Minister for
Rodrigues and National Development Unit whether, in regard to the Equal Opportunities
Commission, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain therefrom, information as to the
name of the complainants and the nature of the complaints registered thereat, since the
coming into operation thereof to date, indicating the outcome thereof in each case.
(Vide Reply to PQ B/810)
Madam Speaker: Time is over! Hon. Members, the Table has been advised that PQ
B/826, in regard to the exodus of foreign investment at the Stock Exchange of Mauritius and
addressed to the hon. Minister of Finance and Economic Development will now be replied
by the hon. Minister of Financial Services. PQ B/865 has been withdrawn. Hon. Dr.
Sorefan!
STATE LAND - LEASE
(No. B/823) Dr. R. Sorefan (Fourth Member for La Caverne & Phoenix) asked
the Vice-Prime Minister, Minister of Housing and Lands whether, in regard to State land, he
will state the number of applications which are presently being processed by his Ministry,
district-wise, for the allocation of plots thereof to holders of building site leases for an
amount of Rs2,000, indicating if consideration will be given for the expeditious processing
thereof.
The Minister of Public Infrastructure and Land Transport (Mr N. Bodha):
Madam Speaker, with your permission, I will answer this question.
Madam Speaker, I am informed that as at 31 October 2015, the Ministry of Housing
and Lands has received 10,535 applications for the sale of State land under the provision of

the State Land Act, which was amended by the Economic and Financial Measures
(Miscellaneous) Provision Act of 2013. Under this provision, Madam Speaker, a person
holding a building site lease over a portion of State land of an extent not exceeding 422.07
m2, that is, 10 perches, who is willing to buy the portion of land may do so by private
contract at the price of Rs2,000 with the approval of the Minister. Out of the 10,535
applications received, 6,801 cases have already been processed, out of which 1,928 cases
have not been considered for various reasons including –
(i)

the plot is greater than 10 perches;

(ii)

the plot is situated within a distance of 81.21 metres from the high water
mark, that is, State land on pas géométriques, or

(iii)

the site forms part of an ex-railway land or a defence land.

4,873 cases out of 6,801 cases processed have been found out to be in order and the
lessees concerned have either be or are being informed by way of letter to contact a notary of
their choice for the drawing up of the deed of sale.
The remaining 3,734 cases, Madam Speaker, out of the 10,535 applications received
are presently being processed and are distributed district-wise as follows –
•

Port Louis

-

479 cases;

•

Pamplemouses

-

300 cases;




Rivière du Rempart
Flacq

-

207 cases;
299 cases;



Grand Port

-

1,140 cases;



Savanne

-

79 cases;



Black River

-

262 cases;



Plaines Wilhems

-

553 cases, and

Moka
415 cases.

Madam Speaker, I am informed that no time frame has been set for the processing of
applications received at the Ministry. However, examination of applications and conveying
of approvals where appropriate are being effected diligently and all steps are being taken to
avoid any delay in the process.
Dr. Sorefan: Madam Speaker, being given that there are several cases where the
applicants are badly in need of their title deed, for example, for renovation works,

construction works and given that they have to wait for their turn which takes long time, will
the hon. Ag. Minister of Housing and Lands consider giving priority to those who are in
need of their contracts in order not to jeopardise them whilst others who are not in need can
wait for their turn?
Mr Bodha: I think it is a valuable contribution, Madam Speaker. I will raise the
matter with the substantive Minister.
Mr Uteem: Madam Speaker, I know that the hon. Minister is not the substantive
Minister. May I know from the hon. Minister whether the Rs2,000 include notary fees and
whether there is a panel of notaries where people are required to go in order to process these
applications, and if so, can he table the list of notaries?
Mr Bodha: I do not think that these Rs2,000 include the notary fees.
Mr Ganoo: The hon. Minister explained that one of the reasons why thousands of
cases are not being regularised is because the State land is on Pas Géométriques. According
to law, it is not possible to sell Pas Géométriques, but this also applies to Cité houses, EDC
houses, CHA houses which are on Pas Géométriques when Government decided to sell
those plots of land to the occupiers. May I ask the hon. Minister - although he is not the
substantive Minister - to liaise with his colleague so that, once for all, a solution is found in
order to settle the cases of thousands and thousands of families who are occupying State land
on Pas Géométriques, and they can have their title deeds once for all. It entails perhaps
legislating or even amending the Constitution, but I am sure, there must be a solution to this
problem.
Mr Bodha: These are exceptional cases, Madam Speaker, and I will raise the matter
with my colleague.
Dr. Sorefan:Will the hon. Ag. Minister of Housing consider setting up a dedicated
unit at the Ministry of Housing to deal with these cases on a fast track basis? Because
certain people can’t get their contract to apply for a loan.
Mr Bodha: Madame la présidente, c’est vraiment un parcours de combattant, quand
j’ai etudié le dossier. I think that it is a very valuable contribution that we have a fast track
system to address a number of cases where there is need for urgent action.

CEMETERIES – SAFETY
(No. B/824) Mr A. Ameer Meea (Second Member for Port Louis Maritime &
Port Louis East) asked the Minister of Local Government whether, in regard to the
cemeteries, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the Municipal/District
Councils, a list thereof, indicating the –
(a)

measures that are taken to ensure the safety, good environment and lighting
thereat, and

(b)

amount of funds budgeted in respect of each cemetery.

Dr. Husnoo: Madam Speaker, the information requested has been compiled. I am
arranging, with your permission, for the information to be placed in the Library of the
National Assembly.
Mr Ameer Meea: Madam Speaker, is the hon. Minister satisfied with the
management of the cemeteries falling under his Ministry’s responsibility?
Dr. Husnoo: We have about 49 cemeteries and lot of work has been done since one
year that I have been there. A lot of work has been done and a lot of work needs to be done
as well. I am aware of that, but the work is being done.
Mr Mahomed: On this issue of management, there is a real problem. Recently, there
have been constituents of mine, in the region of Tranquebar, especially at the Christian
cemeteries, the funeral goes there and then the digging starts taking place and this cause a lot
of embarrassment to the family. So, can the hon. Minister ensure that, henceforth, this is not
the case?
Dr. Husnoo: Yes, Madam Speaker, I’ll look into that. I know there has been some
problem, but I will look into it.
Mr Ameer Meea: Can I ask the hon. Minister if he is aware of the problem at
cimetière de Bois Marchand où l’herbe n’est pas taillée, il n’y a pas de gate, il n’y a pas de
sécurité, et souvent les caveaux sont défoncés et les morts pillés. Est-ce que l’honorable
ministre est au courant de tous ces problèmes au cimetière de Bois Marchand et qu’est-ce
qu’il fait pour y remédier ?
Dr. Husnoo: Madam Speaker, I am aware of this problem, as I said. Bois Marchand,
as you know, is the biggest cemetery in Mauritius with, I think, about 70 acres of land. I

have been told that there were only six people looking after that cemetery, which was not
enough. I have been looking into that problem, I have discussed with the District Council of
Pamplemousses and we are trying to sort out the problem. I know there are lots of problems
there, but we are looking into it. We are trying to find a solution.
Mr Jhugroo: Can I ask the hon. Minister to ask the Chief Executive of the
Municipal Council of Port Louis to take disciplinary actions against the officers who are not
doing their work, as just mentioned by hon. Members?
Dr. Husnoo: Yes, I will look into that.
Madam Speaker: Last question!
Mr Ameer Meea: Madam Speaker, in my question, I asked for a list of cemeteries
that fall under the Minister’s responsibility. The hon. Minister just stated that there are 49. I
don’t know why he said that the information is being compiled and, even if it is being
compiled, I want to know what is the time frame for me to have an answer.
Dr. Husnoo: I said that I have the information here. I am going to submit it. I am
going to place it in the Library.
Mr Ramano: Question No. B/825, please.
Madam Speaker: The hon. Minister of Finance is not there. So, can we pass on to
question No. B/826?

STOCK EXCHANGE OF MAURITIUS - FOREIGN INVESTMENT
(No. B/826) Mr K. Ramano (Third Member for Belle Rose & Quatre Bornes)
asked the Minister of Finance and Economic Development whether, in regard to the exodus
of foreign investment at the Stock Exchange of Mauritius, he will, for the benefit of the
House, obtain information as to the quantum thereof over the past six months and the
forecast for the next six months respectively, indicating the - (a) companies concerned
therewith, and
(b)

measures that will be taken to curb the tendency.

The Minister of Financial Services, Good Governance and Institutional Reforms
and Minister of Technology, Communication and Innovation (Mr S. Bhadain): Madam
Speaker, with your permission, I’ll answer the question.

Madam Speaker, according to the recent report published by the Institute of
International Finance (IIF), emerging markets and frontier markets are expected to
experience net outflows of 540 billion dollars in 2015. In fact, Madam Speaker, I am
informed by the Stock Exchange of Mauritius that emerging markets and most developing
countries, including China and other BRICS countries, have experienced similar net
divestment on their respective exchanges and the recent economic trends indicate a major
shift of international asset allocation away from emerging and frontier markets in favour of
developed markets.
I am also informed by the Stock Exchange of Mauritius that the quantum of net
trading outflows for the period from 01 May 2015 to 31 October 2015 amount to around Rs2
billion.
Madam Speaker, with regard to part (a) of the question, the four main companies
which have recorded a net outflow of foreign investment are as follows –
•

SBM Holdings Limited;

•

MCB Group Limited;

•

New Mauritius Hotels Limited;

•

CIEL Limited, and

•

the remaining is spread among about 63 companies which are listed on the
Stock Exchange of Mauritius.

Madam Speaker, with regard to part (b) of the question, my Ministry has already
taken bold measures as far back as March 2015 to pursue an internationalisation strategy of
our capital market with a view to develop Mauritius into an attractive multi-currency capital
raising, listing, cross-listing and trading platform for local and international companies on
both equity, bonds, debt, derivatives, Sukuk, commodities and Africa Indices offering.
To that effect, the Stock Exchange of Mauritius and my Ministry have already signed
MoUs with the Johannesburg Stock Exchange, the National Stock Exchange of India, which
are being implemented. Going forward, stocks traded under the National Stock Exchange of
India and the Johannesburg Stock Exchange may be listed and traded in US dollars on the
Stock Exchange of Mauritius. This initiative will undoubtedly increase the level of activity
and trading of foreign investors on the Stock Exchange of Mauritius as well as attract
international stockbrokers to operate in our jurisdiction.

Madam Speaker, these initiatives taken by Government will no doubt provide a
sophisticated capital market offering that would also add to the substance of Mauritius as a
financial services sector of international repute. As is already the case, Mauritius has shown
more resilience in the net divestment as compared to other emerging markets.
Madam Speaker, cross-listing, Exchange Trade Fund listing with the Johannesburg
Stock Exchange are already a reality today and my Ministry will spare no efforts to continue
on the internationalisation strategy of our capital market.
Madam Speaker, I would also wish to inform the House that we have recently signed
a MoU with Nasdaq Dubai with a view to setting up a new international stock exchange in
Mauritius.
Mr Ramano: Madame la présidente, est-ce que je peux savoir du ministre s’il peut
confirmer que, pour l’année 2014/2015, l’exode des foreign capitaux a était de l’ordre de 4.6
milliards ?
Mr Bhadain: Madam Speaker, the word ‘exodus’ is not correct. This is trading on a
Stock Exchange; people buy and sell. The figure I have from the Stock Exchange of
Mauritius is that, from 01 May 2015 to 31 October 2015, the net trading outflows was Rs2
billion.
Mr Ameer Meea: Madam Speaker, recently there was a confusion when dealing
with shares on the stock market; short-term capital gains were being taxed. Can I ask the
hon.
Minister whether short-term capital gains are being taxed presently?
Mr Bhadain: I am not aware that this is the case, Madam Speaker.
Madam Speaker: Since the hon. Minister of Finance is here, can we come back to
his question? Hon. Ramano!
Mr Ramano: Merci à l’honorable ministre d’être de retour. Question No. B/825
please!
SALE BY LEVY – COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY - FINDINGS
(No. B/825) Mr K. Ramano (Third Member for Belle Rose & Quatre Bornes)
asked the Minister of Finance and Economic Development whether, in regard to the victims
of the Sale by Levy, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the Commissioner for

Borrowers, information as to the (a) number of cases referred thereto, indicating the outcome thereof in each case,
and
(b) measures that are being envisaged following the findings of the Commission of
Inquiry on Sale by Levy.
(Interruptions)
Mr Lutchmeenaraidoo: Madam Speaker, I am sorry, I had to attend to urgent
matters. With your permission, I shall reply to PQ Nos. B/825 and B/856 together as the
issues raised therein are inter-related.
It is because of plight of victims of sale by levy that in the Government Programme
2015-2019 we took the commitment to bring relevant changes in the legislation to protect
financially distressed people and review the overall procedure of Sale by Levy to prevent
collusion between financial institutions, legal advisors and their agents.
It is in this perspective that in the Budget Speech this year and also as highlighted in
the reply to PQ No. B/569 made by the then Acting Prime Minister on 29 September 2015, a
Special Committee has already been set up to examine the Report of the Commission of
Enquiry on Sale by Levy and expedite the implementation of its recommendations.
Madam Speaker, in fact, the Borrowers Protection Act (BPA) which was passed in
2007, inter alia, regulates credit agreements for a sum not exceeding Rs2 m. and provides
for prudential measures to safeguard the interests of these borrowers. The Act does not cover
victims of Sale by Levy prior to 2007 and those borrowers above Rs2 m.
In this respect, I wish to inform the House that in 2007 the National Solidarity Fund
Committee was set up to deal with Sale by Levy victims who could not be covered by the
Borrowers Protection Act through a close end Fund with a maximum of Rs100 m. The aim
of the Fund was to financially assist deserving families who had lost their only residence
through Sale by Levy.
Furthermore, the Bank of Mauritius does not compile information on individuals facing
difficulties to effect the repayment of their credits. Instead, the Bank of Mauritius, as part of
its monitoring exercise, requires financial institutions to submit information on the total
amount of credit facilities impaired.

With regard to part (a) of Question No. B/825, I am also informed that the Office of
the Commissioner for the Protection of Borrowers has so far received 2,350 requests from
borrowers whose credit agreement does not exceed Rs2 m. All these requests were
considered to the satisfaction of borrowers and their debts duly rescheduled, except for five
cases where banks have lodged an appeal before the Judge in Chambers.
Madam Speaker, the Special Committee set up to examine the Report of the
Commission of Inquiry on Sale by Levy has been requested to also –
(i)

consider any legislative amendment for providing moratorium to
individuals who are genuinely facing difficulties to effect the repayment
of their loans/credits/mortgages, and

(ii)

consider increasing the limit of Rs2 m. under the Borrowers Protection
Act.

In addition the Bank of Mauritius is working on a piece of legislation wherein an
Asset Management Company will be set up to take over non-performing loans of financial
institutions, specially where individuals have provided there residence as guarantee. This
approach will prevent properties given guarantee from undergoing the process of Sale by
levy.
Mr Ramano: Madame la présidente, est-ce que je peux savoir du ministre si le
gouvernement compte rendre public le rapport de la commission d’enquête sur le Sale by
Levy?
Mr Lutchmeenaraidoo: I will look into the request, Madam Speaker.
Mr Ameer Meea: In fact, I would have asked the hon. Minister the same question.
The works of the Commission of Enquiry has ended more than one year, if I am not wrong.
Why is Government not tabling the Report? What is the reason why this Report is not made
public?
Mr Lutchmeenaraidoo: Well, there should be no question of not tabling the Report,
but my colleague, the hon. Minister of Financial Services, Good Governance and
Institutional
Reforms now has set up a Special Committee to look into this Report and report back to
Cabinet. So, until then, the Report will not be circulated.

Mr Fowdar: Madam Speaker, I understand that Government is looking into the
matter of Sale by Levy, in particular, the hon. Minister of Financial Services, Good
Governance and Institutional Reforms but, in the meantime, can I make a humble request to
the hon. Minister of Finance and Economic Development to ask the State-owned companies
and banks to be more humble and have a human approach when dealing with the defaulting
clients until the matter is sorted out?
Mr Lutchmeenaraidoo: Yes, I agree with the hon. Member. In fact, Government is
very much aware that, at times, undue Sale by Levy of properties has caused enormous
prejudice to individuals. In fact, the Committee set up by my colleague is working on ways
and means of ensuring a better protection for those who have given their house as guarantee.
Therefore, we are very conscious of the issue and we are taking it up. And on a personal
level, my colleague is also trying to ensure that when it comes to seizure and Sale by Levy,
we try to intervene and help the process.
Mr Ganoo: Can I ask the hon. Minister Finance and Economic Development, in
view of the fact that the question was answered last time by the Vice-Prime Minister, hon.
Collendavelloo, who was replacing him with regard to the Sale by Levy Fund of Rs100 m.
which was set up and wherein only Rs15 m. was disbursed, may I refer the case of one Mrs
Padiachy, who became the symbol of the victims of ‘casseurs’ and merciless people, and
this lady was stripped of all her wealth, she was ousted from her house and had to live under
a small hut and for years she has been knocking at all doors?
May I ask the hon. Minister of Finance and Economic Development if he can ask the
National Solidarity Fund Committee to look at this particular case with some sympathy so
that a solution can be found to address the problem of this lady who has been suffering
untold miseries at the hands of ‘casseurs’?
Mr Lutchmeenaraidoo: I thank the hon. Member for the question. We are all very
much aware of the incredible abuse that has taken place before. It is not only the few
‘tapeurs’ that try to control the Sale by Levy office, also I must say, in the process, there has
been involvement of lawyers, of attorneys and others. My colleague is looking into the
whole matter and will report back, but the question put by the hon. Member is a good one.
We have dozens of dramatic cases like the one he has just mentioned. We will look into it.
As to the Rs100 m. which has been provided in the Budget, it concerns especially
those victims before 2007. In fact, after 2007, the Borrowers Protection Act has taken over.

So, there are not so many cases. There are a few cases prior to 2007 which need to be taken
care of. If this lady is in this case, it will be done.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Jhugroo! Next question!
PARIS - MAURITIUS EMBASSY- MR L.O. - APPOINTMENT
(No. B/827) Mr P. Jhugroo (Second Member for Mahebourg & Plaine Magnien)
asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and International Trade whether,
in regard to Mr L. O., he will state the capacity in which the Embassy of Mauritius in Paris
retained the services thereof, indicating the (a) period thereof;
(b) terms and conditions of appointment thereof, including the salaries and other
fringe benefits drawn, and
(c) official missions he undertook during his term of office, including the total
amount of money paid out thereto in terms of air tickets, per diem allowances
and other facilities extended thereto.
Mr Sinatambou: Madam Speaker, I am informed that Mr L. O. was employed as
Senior Trade Adviser at the Mauritius Embassy in Paris.
With regard to part (a) of the question, I am informed that he was employed on a
contract basis for an initial period of three years with effect from 01 March 2006. His
contract was subsequently renewed on a two yearly basis to expire on 28 February 2015.
However, I am informed that he resigned on 16 January 2015.
As regards part (b) of the question, I am informed that during his contract of
employment, Mr L. O. drew a total salary and allowances amounting to Rs28,130,592 the
details of which are as follows •

Rs5,607,031 for the period 01 March 2006 to 30 June 2008

•

Rs16,115,470 for the period 01 July 2008 to 31 December 2012, in the wake
of PRB Report 2008

•

Rs5,214,091 for the period 01 January 2013 to 15 January 2015 again in the
wake of the PRB Report 2013

•

Rs1,194,000 as gratuity equivalent to two months’ salary on completion of
twelve months satisfactory service for the period 01 March 2007 to 28
February 2014.

In addition, Madam Speaker, Mr L. O. also benefitted from 21 working days annual
leave and 21 working days sick leave.
With regard to part (c) of the question, according to records obtained from our
Embassy in Paris, Mr L. O. undertook the following 5 official missions during his term of
employment
(i)

February 2007: Sommet France-Afrique, in Cannes, France;

(ii)

December 2009: Copenhagen Climate Change Conference in Denmark;

(iii)

October 2012: - 14th Francophonie Summit, Kinshasa, in

Democratic

Republic of Congo;
(iv)

January 2013 and January 2014: Davos World Economic Forum in
Switzerland.

According to the same records obtained from our Embassy in Paris, no payment in terms of
air tickets or per diem allowances was effected to Mr L. O. for those 5 official missions, but
the matter is still being looked into. The reason is because surprisingly, we have been
informed by the Passport and Immigration Office that Mr L. O. has travelled to Mauritius on
no less than 40 occasions during that period.
(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: Hon. Jhugroo!
Mr Jhugroo: Can the hon. Minister inform the House - with regard to the number of
times Mr Obadia visited Mauritius, 40 times - what was the purpose of his visits and who
incurred the costs for the travel?
(Interruptions)
Mr Sinatambou:

Madam Speaker, from information obtained from the

Commissioner of Police, 36 times were for holidays and 4 times for business purposes.

(Interruptions)
I am informed, however, that expenses for his air tickets were, in no less than 30 cases, met
from public funds and such benefits are nowhere to be found in his contract. But as I said,
Madam Speaker, the matter is still being looked into.
Mr Jhugroo: Is the hon. Minister in a position to inform the House where Mr Obadia
stayed during his trips to Mauritius, who funded his stays and whether he was provided
chauffeur-driven cars with VIPSU?
Mr Sinatambou: As I stated earlier, Madam Speaker, the matter is still being looked
into. But the information which I have up to now is that 22 of Mr L. O’s stays were at the
Trou aux Biches Hotel, at the expense or courtesy of the Government of Mauritius. As to
chauffeur-driven cars, I don’t have the information at this stage.
Mr Jhugroo: From the reply of the hon. Minister, it is noted that some Rs28 m. was
paid to Mr Obadia for his assignment as Senior Trade Adviser. Can the hon. Minister
inform the House what actions have been undertaken by his Ministry following
recommendations made by Mr Obadia in his reports?
Mr Sinatambou: In fact, Madam Speaker, no recommendation has been implemented
by my Ministry for the simple reason that there are no recommendations at all in the eight
annual reports filed by Mr L. O. The so-called reports, Madam Speaker, are, in fact, mere
description of activities carried out by Mr L. O. Each report consists of a maximum of three
pages only. They are compiled and I will be tabling them to the House.
Madam Speaker: Last question, hon. Jhugroo!
Mr Jhugroo:

Can the hon. Minister inform the House what is the academic

qualification of Mr L. O?
Mr Sinatambou: Madam Speaker, he submitted a CV in 2006 at my Ministry.
However, the information appears to be contradictory because we are first told that in 1994
he obtained a Government Diploma in Sports Education majoring in table tennis.
(Interruptions)
We are also told from his CV that from November 1991 to November 1994, he was coached
for youths and adults at the Levallois Sporting Club for table tennis. We are further told

from his CV that from June 1994 to September 1994, he was the coach for the Asian Games
at the University of Sports of Tokyo.
On the other hand, we are told, according to his CV, that he would have started
reading law at the University of Baris Tan during the same year, in 1994.
(Interruptions)
So, we don’t know which is which. I can just table a copy of the CV for the House to take
note.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Shakeel Mohamed!
Mr Mohamed: Thank you, Madam Speaker. First of all, since the hon. Minister has
made such a light-hearted note of the qualifications of Mr L. O.; is he aware or is he not that
the same Mr L. O. has been elected in 2015 by a French journalist as the Best Director of
Communication of le CAC 40? Is he also aware, in the same breath - since he talked at
length about the CV of that gentleman - that between 2000 and 2005, he occupied the post of
Directeur Conseil au sein du Groupe Euro RSCG, Havas? Is he aware that between 2005
and 2009, he has directed, at international level, institutions in the whole of Africa and the
Gulf and India, and from 2009 onwards, he has been Adviser to the President/Directeur
Général of Veolia, that is dealing, at the moment, with the Government of Mauritius?
Mr Sinatambou: I am aware.
Mr Mohamed: He seems to have blurred all of that out.
Mr Sinatambou: I am not blurring out.
(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: Sit down! Allow the hon. Minister to reply!
Mr Sinatambou: With all due respect, first of all, I would like the hon. Member to
not impute motives. I am not blurring out anything.
(Interruptions)
I am not!
Madam Speaker: No comments, please!
Mr Sinatambou: Madam Speaker, I would appreciate if in line with Standing Order
39, rule 13, the hon. Member would stop interrupting unless he has the right to.

Madam Speaker: Hon. Minister, please proceed with your reply!
Mr Sinatambou: I cannot keep being interrupted, Madam Speaker! Every time I
start speaking, the same hon. Member keeps interrupting.
(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: Whenever I see that there are interruptions, I will take action.
Please, proceed with your reply!
Mr Sinatambou: Thank you. Now, first of all, Madam Speaker, I am not blurring
anything. But let me just state: Yes, I am aware that Mr L. O. not only was elected meilleur
directeur de la communication du CAC 40 pour l’édition 2015, but he was also nominated
for the same title for the year 2014. This is what, to me, is shocking and even scandalous.
Mr L. O. was appointed as Senior Trade Adviser to promote the economic interest of
Mauritius. The House will appreciate that this assignment, if carried out in a professional
manner, is a demanding and challenging one, and also time-consuming. Therefore, it is
surprising to note that at the same time that he is employed as Senior Trade Adviser for the
Government of Mauritius, earning a total amount of Rs28 m., he should be doing all those
things that the hon. Member has just been mentioning. Because it is quite clear that he must
have been working for at least one of the companies listed on the French Stock Exchange
and I am very happy that the hon. Member mentioned Veolia because it means that while he
was working for the Government of Mauritius, he was earning elsewhere and doing other
things.
(Interruptions)
I can appreciate why the eight reports filed over eight years have nothing to say in them.
Madam Speaker: The Table has been advised that PQ B/867 and PQ B/868 have
been withdrawn. I suspend the sitting for one and a half hours.
At 1.02 p.m. the sitting was suspended.
On resuming at 2.34 p.m. with Madam Speaker in the Chair.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Jhugroo!

CIVIL SERVICE - FLEXI TIME – IMPLEMENTATION
(No. B/828) Mr P. Jhugroo (Second Member for Mahebourg & Plaine Magnien)
asked the Minister of Civil Service and Administrative Reforms whether, in regard to the
civil service, he will state if the introduction of flexi time thereat is being contemplated and,
if so, indicate where matters stand as to the implementation thereof.
Mr Wong Yen Cheong: Madam Speaker, let me, at the very outset, inform the
House that the flexible work arrangement system already existed in the Civil Service in line
with PRB Report 2008 whereby officers can attend duty on flexible working hours between
8:30 a.m. and 9.15 a.m. and leave the office between 3.45 p.m. and 4 p.m. with a view to
improving attendance at work, reduce absentees and/or lateness.
Madam Speaker, in fact, when I thought of introducing a flexi time in the Civil
Service I was not aware of flexible time that was in the PRB. The flexi time will contribute
to bring a new dynamism to the Mauritian economy whereby activities will start earlier and
continue till late. It will also help to reduce traffic jam during peak hours and reduce fuel
costs for the whole economy. Gradually, it can also pave the way for a new lifestyle based
on the 24/7 concept.
It is in this context that my Ministry, after consultation with federations of trade
unions, has implemented on a pilot basis a new flexi time work arrangement system with
effect from 01 October 2015 for one month.
Under this new system, officers can choose and agree with management to attend
duty on any one of the three time slots which is called staggered hours, which is –


7:45 a.m. to 3 p.m.; 
8.45 a.m. to 4 p.m.

and 

9.45 to 5 p.m.

Madam Speaker, the main objectives of the new system are to enable public officers
to attend duty on time, on the basis of a chosen time slot; secondly, it is to enhance the work
life balance of officers, whereby they will spend less time in travelling and traffic jam and
have more time for leisure, sports and other activities. Thirdly, increase overall efficiency
and effectiveness of the public service as officers will be operating at extended hours from
7:45 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Madam Speaker, at present, an evaluation of the pilot project is being carried out in
order and we are still gathering information on the feedback from civil servants. First, we
are assessing its impact on organisational effectiveness and work life balance of officers;
secondly make an adjustment of the time slot where required and thirdly enable the Ministry
to decide whether the system can be replicated across the Civil Service.
In the light of the evaluation exercise, a policy decision will be taken for the
extension of the new system to other Ministries and departments after consultation with
stakeholders concerned.
Furthermore, the National Transport Authority and the bus companies will also be
consulted with a view to making necessary adjustments in the travel plan of buses so as to
meet the requirement of the new flexible working arrangement system. Thank you.
Mr Jhugroo: Can the hon. Minister inform the House whether all Ministries,
parastatal bodies and other governmental departments are equipped with an electronic
attendance system?
Mr Wong Yen Cheong: As to the information that I have heard, most of the
Ministries and parastatal bodies are equipped with fingerprints attendance.
Mr Jhugroo: With the introduction of the flexi time on a pilot basis, can the hon.
Minister inform the House whether there has been a skeleton staff working during lunch
time?
Mr Wong Yen Cheong: Thank you, hon. Jhugroo. In fact, this is the case. For the
working time, there is no pause, in fact, because people go on lunch on different times; so
there are always people working at the Ministry.
Mr Uteem: With this introduction of flexi time, is the Government considering
extending the opening hours of Ministries and various public bodies which offer services to
the public.
Mr Wong Yen Cheong: Thank you very much hon. Uteem. In fact, this is my idea,
it is to spread it all across even in the private sectors, everywhere in Mauritius. This is how
we will have a society where people do not leave at the same time. This is why we find Port
Louis; it is like a ghost sign at night because people always work in the same slot. Thank
you.
Mr Jhugroo: I was coming with the same supplementary question. Will the hon.

Minister, after the pilot basis, give a priority to introduce the system to the Fitness Centre,
the National Transport Authority, the Registrar of Companies, the Social Security Offices at
the earliest possible?
Mr Wong Yen Cheong: Thank you hon. Jhugroo.
(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: Please don’t interrupt, hon. Ameer Meea!
Mr Wong Yen Cheong: I have already partly answered to the question, because my
idea is to spread it all across the Civil Service and to private sectors. We have already had
representations from different Ministries that came forward and asked the Ministry of Civil
Service to make a plea to introduce it as fast as possible.
Mr Baloomoody: The hon. Minister is talking about public services. May I know
whether we will have this system in the Judiciary as well where there was a talk, at a certain
time, of having a morning shift and an afternoon shift?
Mr Wong Yen Cheong: Thank you hon. Baloomoody. I have not looked into that.
(Interruptions)
I will look what is the way to implement it in the Judiciary. Thank you.
Mr Rughoobur: In its annual report, the Bank of Mauritius emphasised on the need
to look into this whole issue of productivity. Will the hon. Minister, please, ensure that this
proposal is taken on board and there is emphasis on this issue of productivity as well?
Mr Wong Yen Cheong: I will look into it. Thank you very much.
MAURITIUS TELECOM – VEHICLES - SALES
(No. B/829) Mr P. Jhugroo (Second Member for Mahebourg & Plaine Magnien)
asked the Minister of Financial Services, Good Governance and Institutional Reforms,
Minister of Technology, Communication and Innovation whether, in regard to the Mauritius
Telecom, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain therefrom, a list of the vehicles thereof
which were sold over the period July 2005 to December 2014, indicating in each case the –
(a)
names of the purchasers
thereof;

(b)

reasons for the sale thereof;

(c) procedures followed therefor,
and
(d) selling price thereof.
Mr Bhadain: Madam Speaker, I am informed by the Mauritius Telecom that it is the
policy of the company to dispose of vehicles which are no longer suitable for the purposes of
the company or vehicles which are unserviceable by tender to the highest bidders.
Madam Speaker, the question asked also relates to transactions between a company
governed by the Companies Act and other parties and it is the responsibility of the Board of
Directors to ensure that the policy and processes set up in the company have been complied
with.
Mr Jhugroo: Can the hon. Minister inform the House whether BAI has purchased
vehicles from Mauritius Telecom?
Madam Speaker: Hon. Jhugroo, the question is with regard to Mauritius Telecom.
Is the hon. Member asking whether BAI has purchased from Mauritius Telecom?
Mr Jhugroo: This is my question. Can I ask the hon. Minister whether BAI has
purchased vehicles from Mauritius Telecom? Can we know the number of vehicles? What
amount? And can the Minister confirm whether the said vehicles have been rented again to
Mauritius Telecom and can we know the amount of money paid to BAI?
Mr Bhadain: Well, from what the hon. Member has mentioned, it would seem to be
a sale and leaseback transaction. It could well be the case, I don’t have the information, but I
will certainly look into that.
COMMISSION NATIONALE DU SPORT FEMININ - ADMINISTRATIVE
SECRETARY
(No. B/830) Mr P. Jhugroo (Second Member for Mahebourg & Plaine Magnien)
asked the Minister of Youth and Sports whether, in regard to the post of Administrative
Secretary at the Commission Nationale du Sport Féminin, he will, for the benefit of the
House, obtain from the Commission, information as to –
(a) the name of the incumbent thereof, indicating the –
(i) qualifications held, and

(ii) terms and conditions of appointment thereof, including the salary and
other benefits drawn, and
(b) if the post was advertised and, if so, indicate –
(i) when, and
(ii) the number of applications received therefor and, if not, why not, and
(iii) mode of recruitment thereof.
Mr Sawmynaden: Madam Speaker, I am informed by the Commission Nationale du
Sport Féminin (CNSF) that the post of Administrative Secretary at the level of the
Commission is held by one Mrs V. B.
I am further informed that Mrs V. B. was employed on a contractual basis for a
period of two years as from 01 June 2009 and drawing a salary of Rs12,000 per month.
The contract was renewed for a further period of two years as from 01 June 2011 and
she was drawing a salary of Rs12,500. It was then increased by the PRB to Rs15,000. No
contract was issued for period 01 June 2013 to 31 May 2014, but she was drawing a salary
of Rs15,590 plus compensation.
The contract was further renewed for a further period of two years as from 01 June
2014 and the salary was increased to Rs17,880 plus compensation. Then there was a Board
decision to increase her salary by Rs2,000 as from August 2014. So, she ended up drawing a
salary of Rs19,880 plus compensation.
As regards part (b) of the question, I am informed that the post was not advertised
and decision to enlist her services was taken by the then Board of the Commission.
As regards the modes of recruitment, as already stated, appointment has been made
on a contractual basis.
Mr Jhugroo: Can the hon. Minister confirm whether the said lady is the sister of the
former Minister of Youth and Sports?
Mr Sawmynaden: I have heard of it, but I need to check the family tree!
(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: Hon. Ramano, next question!

LAND SURVEYORS COUNCIL – SETTING UP
(No. B/831) Mr K. Ramano (Third Member for Belle Rose & Quatre Bornes)
asked the Vice-Prime Minister, Minister of Housing and Lands whether, in regard to the
Land Surveyors Council, he will state if it has been set up and, if so, indicate –
(a) when, and
(b) the composition thereof.
(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: Minister of Housing and Lands. Who is replying?
(Interruptions)
Who is replying to question No. B/831 for the Vice-Prime Minister, Minister of Housing and
Lands?
The Minister of Public Infrastructure and Land Transport (Mr N. Bodha):
Well,
I don’t have a precise answer because from what I have been given it is that the Council has
not yet been set up and the Vice-Prime Minister is considering the possibility of contacting
the surveyors and the professionals in order to come forward with the composition of the
new Council.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Ramano!
Mr Ramano: Madame la présidente, ma requête au ministre est de considérer
l’urgence de la situation parce que c’est un secteur où le braconnage est en train de tuer la
profession. Donc, ma requête est de considérer dans l’urgence la constitution de ce Land
Surveyors Council.
Mr Bodha: I will give it a certificate of urgency and request my colleague to take the
matter as soon as possible.
Mr Ramano: Suivant l’adoption du Cadastral Survey Act en 2011, c’était clair que
le Land Surveyors Council allait suivre parce qu’il y a pas mal de recommandations dans le
Cadastral Survey Act où il est question de discipline et de fees à être imposés mais sans un
proper Land Surveyors Council ce sera impossible de procéder d’une façon professionnelle.
Mr Bodha: I will do that, Madam Speaker.
NINE-YEAR SCHOOLING - MIXED SCHOOLS - IMPLEMENTATION

(No. B/832) Mr O. Mahomed (Third Member for Port Louis South & Port
Louis Central) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources, Tertiary Education
and
Scientific Research whether, in regard to the mixed schools component, inherent to the
NineYear Schooling that will be implemented as from 2015, she will state the measures, if
any, being taken to address the problems faced in relation to the introduction thereof in the
recent past, as was the case in respect of the former Junior Secondary Schools.
Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Madam Speaker, I wish at the very outset to draw the
attention of the House that the Nine-Year Schooling project is to be implemented as from
2017 and the introduction of the mixed schooling component in the academies is due for
2021.
There were initially in the 70s junior technical schools with Forms I to III classes and
then, these were converted to junior secondary schools having classes running up to Form III
with subsequent extension to Form V. The junior secondary schools admitted students on a
co-ed basis. I am advised that there is no record of any problem arising in these institutions
as a result of this co-ed set up. However, later, these schools were converted into State
Secondary Schools running classes up to Form VI and they were single sex schools.
As far as the academies are concerned, they are due to operate as from 2021 and
necessary infrastructural adjustments will be carried out and adequate resources provided to
ensure the pupils evolve in an environment adapted for and conducive to learning.
It is to be noted that while academies would be co-ed institutions, other schools may
continue to operate on a single sex basis as they do today with no imposition upon them.
Parents wishing to admit their children in single sex schools would still be in a position to
exercise this choice.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Osman Mahomed!
Mr Mahomed: Thank you. Later on Sir Rampersad Neerunjun in Ebène which was
also a mixed school ceased to operate. Would the hon. Minister be able to shed some light
on that one as well?
Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Madam Speaker, things have changed since 1986. We
are almost 30 years after and I think the society has evolved and students will be able to
manage without any problem in a co-ed set up. In my answer to the last Parliamentary

Question No. B/549 on mixed schooling, I had informed the House of the many advantages
of having schools operating on a co-ed basis. There are actually many private secondary
schools such as the MGI and the MGSS operating in a coeducational setup and the
performance of the students is really good. We have no problems as far as academic
performance or discipline is concerned in these schools.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Uteem!
Mr Uteem: Thank you, Madam Speaker. May I know from the hon. Minister
whether it will be compulsory for all the schools to have co-ed or there will be discretion to
allow single sex schools and whether she has had consultations with religious organisations
which run these schools and which have shown resistance to having mixed schooling?
Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: In fact, as I have just said, Madam Speaker, schools
operating as single sex schools will continue to operate as such. We are only talking about
academies. I have not had any consultation with religious bodies on that particular issue, but
I have had consultations with all the stakeholders involved in the education sector and they
are all very much for the setup that is being proposed. And, as I have just stated, there are
schools which will remain single sex schools and which will continue to operate as such.
TRANQUEBAR – CREMATION STREET & CROWN LAND TOOREE - WATER
SUPPLY
(No. B/833) Mr O. Mahomed (Third Member for Port Louis South & Port Louis
Central) asked the Vice-Prime Minister, Minister of Energy and Public Utilities whether, in
regard to water, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the Central Water
Authority, information as to if consideration will be given for water fountains to be placed in
Tranquebar for the benefit of the squatters thereat who are not currently connected to the
Central Water Authority network therefor to palliate the currently irregular/insufficient
supply thereof from the water trucks, as a temporary measure.
The Vice-Prime Minister, Minister of Energy and Public Utilities (Mr I.
Collendavelloo): Madam Speaker, I am informed by the Central Water Authority that
currently there are 20 households living as squatters at Cremation Street and about 40 at
Crown Land Tooree. I suppose it will mean State land Tooree.
I understand that following strong representations made by hon. Mrs R.
JadooJaunbaccus, MP for the area, the Central Water Authority is now in the process of

installing public standpipes at Crown Land Tooree. It has also upgraded the service main
pipe to ensure adequate pressure in that area.
In addition, the CWA is providing water tanker service on the basis of two trips three
times a week.
Mr Mahomed: I hope I have not missed a part of the hon. Vice-Prime Minister’s
answer, but by when would this water supply be operational? Because the tracks do break
down every now and then and the people are left without water supply for a long time. May
I know from the hon. Vice-Prime Minister when this facility, that is, the fountain or the pipe
that he is referring to will be installed?
Mr Collendavelloo: There are two trips water tankers thrice weekly, that is, two
trips three times a week. Now, they are in the process of installing this. This will involve the
extension of existing service main over a length of 100 metres for both sites. The laying of
the pipes and installation of standpipes are scheduled to be completed by 15 November
2015.
Add a couple of months to be sure.
Mr Uteem: The hon. Vice-Prime Minister mentioned Crimea Street and Crown
Land
Tooree. In fact, there is another place in Tranquebar which has the same fate, namely Camp
Mana - Crown Land Mana - where the Ring Road will pass. Some of the houses will be
displaced, but not all of them. So, may I ask the hon. Vice-Prime Minister to also cover the
area of Camp Mana when looking into the rescheduling of tankers?
Mr Collendavelloo: I will certainly convey that information to CWA.
VEHICLES - SMOKE METERS - CONTRAVENTIONS
(No. B/834) Mr O. Mahomed (Third Member for Port Louis South & Port Louis
Central) asked the Minister of Environment, Sustainable Development and Disaster and
Beach Management whether, in regard to the smoke meters procured in 2013 for the
carrying out of the Survey on Vehicular Emissions and Capacity Building on Emission
Testing by his
Ministry, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the Police de l’Environnement,
information as to the –
(a)

frequency at which same are being used;

(b)

places where same are mostly used;

(c)

number of contraventions booked following the use thereof, since January
2015 to date, and

(d)

measures being undertaken to reduce the number of polluting vehicles.

Mr Dayal: Madam Speaker, with regard to part (a) of the question, I am advised that
smoke meters were procured by my Ministry in 2011 and not in 2013. These smoke meters
are being used on a weekly basis.
With regard to part (b) of the question, the smoke meters are mostly used at –
(i)

Sorèze;

(ii)

Pamplemouses, near Droopnath Ramful SSS;

(iii)

Bonne Mère, near Kalimaye;

(iv)

Alma, Quartier Militaire;

(v)

St Jean, Quatre Bornes;

(vi)

Bambous;

(vii) Forest Side;
(viii) LaPeyre Hill, Nouvelle France, and any other area from where
complaints are received.
With regard to part (c) of the question, 65 contraventions had been established
against vehicles emitting smoke above permissible limit during the period September 2015
to date. Here, I wish to inform Members of the House that there is evidence emanating from
prosecution offices, spelling out that already 3,701 prosecutions have been undertaken and
the District Courts have fined contraveners for having motorcycles with modified silencers
causing excessive noise. These contraventions were established through hearing and
checking of modification of silencers. I would like to inform the House of the following –
(i)

the smoke meters could not be used for the period January 2015 to August
2015, as the sole supplier of the equipment was not in a position to calibrate
same since its certified engineer had left its company;

(ii)

with much difficulty, we have been able to find another company to calibrate
the smoke meters, and

(iii)

even though the smoke meters could not be used from January to August
2015, the Police de l’Environnement, by visual inspection, issued 1,006
Police Form 71 to drivers, to cause their vehicles emitting black smoke to be
examined at the NTA.

With regard to part (d) of the question, in order to reduce the number of polluting
vehicles, the following measures are being undertaken by la Police de l’Environnement –
(i)

presently, we are importing diesel with sulphur content less than 50 ppm.
My Ministry is having consultation with all stakeholders to look into the
implications to import diesel with sulphur content of 10 to 15 ppm as from
the next contract agreement;

(ii)

drivers and owners of diesel-driven vehicles are continuously being sensitised
through the media (radio talks) to carry out regular maintenance on their
vehicles to avoid being contravened. Additionally, my Ministry is
undertaking an aggressive awareness campaign on eco driving which,
amongst others, will help to make energy efficient use of vehicles, thereby
reducing vehicular emissions, and

(iii)

furthermore, I wish to inform the House that the Road Traffic (Control of
Vehicle Emissions) Regulations 2002 was amended to increase the penalty
from Rs1,000 to Rs10,000.

Mr Mahomed: Madam Speaker, I cannot possibly comment on the visual
inspections because …
(Interruptions)
And laser as well. Hon. Baloomoody raised a very good legal point last week. Vehicles
emit for two reasons: either they are poorly serviced or they are overloaded. One place to
catch smoky vehicles is on slopes. I can give an example. At the roundabout of Réduit,
vehicles are very smoky. I am quite astonished by the hon. Minister’s… Madam Speaker:
Hon. Member, ask you question!
Mr Mahomed: Is the hon. Minister willing to put smoke meters at locations up
slopes, so that more vehicles can be caught? Because all of them emit up slopes.
Mr Dayal: Madam Speaker, these factors are taken into consideration.

Mr Ameer Meea: Madam Speaker, the hon. Minister just stated the measures that
are being undertaken to reduce the number of polluting vehicles. He stated something
about importing diesel of less than 50 ppm. So, is it his Ministry, which is importing this
new diesel, type or is it the Ministry of Commerce which is doing it?
Mr Dayal: It goes without saying that, in this Government, we work in close
collaboration with all Ministries.
Mr Bhagwan: Madam Speaker, can I know from the hon. Minister whether there is
any concerted action with the Ministry of Public Infrastructure? It is a well-known fact that
when vehicles go to the fitness centre for regular check-up, the examination is not well
performed and they come out with smoke instead of reducing smoke. So, can the hon.
Minister state whether there is any concerted action with the Ministry of Public
Infrastructure to see to it that the examination at the fitness centre is being carried out in a
professional and well-balanced manner?
Mr Dayal: Affirmative! We do collaborate. As a matter of fact, our Government is
l’Alliance du peuple and, at the same time, as Ministers, we collaborate fully.
Mr Baloomoody: Can I ask the hon. Minister whether there is any collaboration
between his Ministry and the CNT? Because it is a known fact that most of the buses of
CNT are the ones which commit more pollution.
Mr Dayal: As a matter of fact, la Police de l’Environnement operates in consultation
with all parties, because at the end of the day, when we observe emission at a level which is
not permissible and the frequency of contraventions, we do apprise all concerned and there
is no exception.
Mr Mohamed: Madam Speaker, the hon. Minister likes using the word ‘proactive’
very often in his interventions. Could he just tell us, as far as the element of being
proactive is concerned, whether he has asked the police or getting police officers to use
their nose or their eyes to identify smoke quantity? He has talked about figures of how
many people have been contravened. But, out of all those contraventions that amount to
thousands, from January 2015 to date, how many of those contraventions have ended up in
court where people have been found guilty, how many convictions have been established or
has it simply been just a simple nasal exercise and nothing else?

Mr Dayal: I am proactive. I knew somebody is going to ask this question and I will
be tabling the information for successful prosecutions. Here, I have in mind the figures
which are to the tune of 3701.
(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: Next question, hon. Mahomed!
(Interruptions)
Order please! No comments!
STUDENTS & EDUCATORS -TABLET PC – DISTRIBUTION
(No. B/835) Mr. O. Mahomed (Third Member for Port Louis South & Port
Louis Central) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources, Tertiary Education
and Scientific Research whether, in regard to the procurement of 23,400 digital tablets
intended for distribution in 2014 to the then Form IV students who are now in Form V and
to the Educators respectively, she will state where matters stand.
Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Madam Speaker, first of all, I wish to inform the House
that tablet PCs have not yet been delivered by the contractor. It is intended to distribute,
ultimately, the tablet PCs to the 2014 cohort of Form IV students next year.
Following a procurement exercise, which was started in September 2014 through the
Central Procurement Board for the procurement of 23,400 tablets for Form IV students and
Educators of 2014, the contract was awarded to Data Communications Ltd on 06 May 2015.
As per the terms of the contract, which was signed on the 12 June 2015, delivery of the
tablets was due to start on 07 September 2015 at latest.
However, DCL made a first delivery of 24 tablets in unsealed boxes only on 11
September 2015. It is to be highlighted that on the 16 September the attention of the DCL
was drawn to the fact that these tablets were not delivered in sealed boxes as per the
contractual delivery schedule. On 01 October 2015, DCL provided a delivery schedule
whereby it has proposed to deliver the tablets from 15 November 2015 to 30 November
2015.
The Ministry has reported the matter to the Procurement Policy Office and has
sought the legal advice from the State Law Office on same. The latter has advised that as
regards the first delivery which occurred on 01 September, the Ministry should notify DCL

that it is in breach of the contract and that the contract may be terminated if DCL fails to
deliver the tablets within the period specified in the contract. My Ministry has notified DCL
accordingly.
Mr Mohamed: Since this deals with the tablets, and here I am not in any way going
to play party politics because even during the previous Government which I form part of,
there was a serious issue of having internet coverage or internet service in schools. I have
also been informed, recently, that this situation is simply the same, whereby, many schools
still do not have Wi-Fi coverage of such an extent that allows the students to use the tablets.
What does the hon. Minister, therefore, intend to do in order to try to correct the situation
that existed from before?
Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: In fact, the Wi-Fi connection is being dealt with at the
level of the Ministry of Technology, Communication and Innovation. I have been informed
that the contract has been signed recently for 300 spot sites for Wi-Fi.
Mr Uteem: Thank you, Madam Speaker, I heard the hon. Minister mentioned that
following the advice from the State Law Office, the contractor would be notified that the
Government can terminate the agreement. My question is whether the Government will
terminate and if it does not terminate, will it, at least, ask for penalty fees, damages to be
paid for late delivery?
Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: In fact, Madam Speaker, I’ve just mentioned that the
Ministry is taking the steps, has already notified the company and will, in fact, terminate the
contract if the tablet PCs are not provided within the time scheduled.
(Interruptions)
Obviously, the penalty fees as well! I have been informed that the company was asked to
provide the bank guarantee and the bank guarantee has expired, but the company has been
asked to extend it further till December.
Mr Jhugroo: Can the hon. Minister inform the House whether it is the first time that
Data Communications Ltd is providing services for tablets or it delivered in the past?
Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: I don’t have the information.

ROADS - DECONGESTION PROGRAMME
(No. B/836) Dr. R. Sorefan (Fourth Member for La Caverne & Phoenix) asked
the Minister of Public Infrastructure and Land Transport whether, in regard to the
Decongestion Programme, he will state (a) who designed the architectural concept therefor;
(b) if bids have been launched therefor and, if so, when and, if not, why not;
(c) the quantum of the payments claimed and paid out therefor in relation to the
projects implemented thereunder, and
(d) if it is the policy of his Ministry to have recourse to architects in respect of road
works.
Mr Bodha: Madam Speaker, I am informed by the Road Development Authority
that the Road Decongestion Programme, as a Public Private Partnership venture, was
initiated in the year 2008. In this regard, SPP Project Solutions Limited of South Africa,
later renamed as J Maynard, was appointed in March 2009. Following the decision of the
then Government in June 2014, to reduce the scope of the RDP-PPP Project, J Maynard was
appointed to work on the assignment. However, the Master Plan for decongestion was
finally presented to this Government in April 2015 taking into consideration the new
definition being proposed for the City of Port Louis (Port Louis vision 2030), smart cities
and technopoles.
Madam Speaker, no architectural concepts have been designed so far. Only the
artistic impressions of the different components of the project were shown as part of the
presentation by the Transaction Advisor.
Madam Speaker, as I mentioned to the House in my reply to PQ B/625 on 06
October 2015, decongestion measures for the city of Port Louis comprise several other
components, namely •

Traffic Management Scheme;

•

Relocation of hawkers;

•

Relocation of the administrative centre;

•

Delocalisation of public offices to the Highlands City, and

•

Conversion of certain streets in the city centre into pedestrian zones.

Madam Speaker, as regards part (b) of the question, I am informed by the RDA that
following an invitation to bid in 2010, PLAN consortium was selected as the Preferred
Bidder and Group Five Strabag as the Reserve Bidder in 2012. However, the contract was
not awarded by the then Government since the Ministry of Finance and Economic
Development raised concerns on the financial implications in view of the prevailing
economic environment and Government’s commitment and priorities.
Madam Speaker, concerning part (c) of the question, I am informed by the RDA that
no payment has been effected in relation to works. However, a total amount of USD5, 566,
647 have been paid for transaction advisory services, so far.
As far as part (d) is concerned, I am informed that it is not the policy of my Ministry
to have recourse to architects in respect of road works. However, for major and complex
structures such as bridges, flyovers and grade separators the consultant is requested to
provide the services of an architect/landscape architect to propose aesthetic structures, as
part of the assignment.
Dr. Sorefan: Madam Speaker, the hon. Minister has mentioned the art work which
is, to me, small architectural concept, we saw a few weeks ago on TV, on internet. How
much did that cost? Was that free to the Ministry? If it is so, is the Ministry allowed to take
free art work from individuals or companies?
Mr Bodha: No. It was the artistic design of the project. That is all. It was the project
for which consultancy fees have been paid.
Mr Mahomed: Thank you, Madam Speaker. The hon. Minister has listed several
means by which his Ministry is proposing to reduce congestion in the country when the
wellknown one is to reduce the number of cars on the roads, this is very basic, actually.
What is the policy of Government on the importation of cars on a small island like Mauritius
going forward?
Mr Bodha: That’s another big question, Madam Speaker. It is a policy question, but
I think one of the best ways to reduce the number of cars is to have a better land transport
system which is sophisticated, effective and cost-effective. We all know that the car is a
symbol of status and at the same time, in many cases, it is the ambition of every family to
have it. So, I don’t think that we can take some precise measures to reduce the car
population. This has been done in Singapore, but we are not Singapore.

But I think the best thing would be to provide for a better land transport system to
encourage people to commute in buses rather than to buy cars.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Jhugroo!
Mr Jhugroo: Thank you, Madam Speaker. The hon. Minister just informed the
House that USD 5 m. were paid for advisory works. Can we know to whom, to which
company this amount has been paid?
Mr Bodha: Well, this was paid to the company Maynard and it was not paid by this
Government. We have not paid any cent so far.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Dr. Sorefan!
Dr. Sorefan: On the same issue of the transaction adviser, USD 5.5 m. had been
paid. Have we finished with this contractor and we are embarking with a new consultant? Is
that a money loss for this Government?
Mr Bodha: The money has been paid. Some of the work has been done. From the
information that I have been given, there is an amount not paid so far. It was an amount of
USD 113,855 for option analysis and Rs516,372 for project management, but we have
decided to ask for deliverables to be able to see whether we should pay this amount or not,
because, in fact, the project as designed initially is not going ahead.
Madam Speaker: Next question, hon. Gobin!
LA FLORA JUNCTION - THIRD LANE - CONSTRUCTION
(No. B/837) Mr M. Gobin (First Member for Rivière des Anguilles & Souillac)
asked the Minister of Public Infrastructure and Land Transport whether, in regard to the
junction at La Flora, he will state if consideration will be given for the construction of a third
lane and/or bypass to ease the flow of traffic at the traffic lights situated thereat.
Mr Bodha: Madam Speaker, I am informed by the Traffic Management and Road
Safety Unit (TMRSU) that users of the road do face difficulties near the traffic lights at La
Flora, in particular, those proceeding to Souillac along the route A3, Savanne Road.
I am further informed that the construction of a third lane is technically a solution.
The third lane would start on the left just after the bridge towards the south and the design of
the layout is being prepared by the TMRSU. However, there are two major issues that will
have to be addressed land acquisition, and

availability of funds.
Madam Speaker: Next question, hon. Mohamed!
WORKERS (FOREIGN) - RECRUITMENT
(No. B/838) Mr S. Mohamed (First Member for Port Louis Maritime & Port
Louis East) asked the Minister of Labour, Industrial Relations, Employment and Training
whether, in regard to the recruitment of foreign workers, he will state if consideration will be
given for the introduction of proposed amendments to the existing legislation in relation
thereto to prohibit the agents thereof to charge the said workers for their services, in line
with the decision/approval of Government therefor, in December 2014.
Mr Callichurn: Madam Speaker, I refer the hon. Member to the reply which I made
to PQ B/30 on 10 February 2015, where I had proposed the setting up of a High-Level
Committee under the aegis of my Ministry to look into issues relating to employment of
foreign workers in general, including the review of the existing regulations, the streamlining
of procedures, as well as the proper operation of recruitment agencies in line with the new
policy orientation of this Government.
The High-Level Committee has already been set up in April 2015 and has already
submitted its recommendations, inter alia, with regard to the fees charged by private
recruiting agencies. I am currently examining same.
I reassure the House that I am well-intended to put in place a robust framework for
curtailing any form of abuse in relation to the charging of fees from workers. It is to be
pointed out that it has been the practice in the past for recruiting agents to charge fees from
workers and this has been ongoing for a very long time.
Madam Speaker, I am adopting a realistic and cautious approach. We can only
monitor and apply the provisions of the law to the extent that these transactions occur on the
Mauritian soil, whereas, in practice, most of the dubious dealings occur in the country of
origin of the workers. Therefore, any amendment to the legislation will require collaboration
of source countries.
Madam Speaker, following the ratification of the Maritime Labour Convention 2006,
a draft Recruitment of Workers Regulations presiding, among others, abolition of payment
of fees by workers have been submitted to the State Law Office for drafting.

Therefore, as indicated, consideration is already being given for the introduction of
proposed amendments to the existing legislation in relation thereto to prohibit agents to
charge the aforementioned workers of their services.
Mr Mohamed: Madam Speaker, I would like to thank the hon. Minister for his very
straightforward answer. There is one issue which I would like to ask the hon. Minister. It is
ever since 28 November of last year, the hon. Minister could see and any members of the
public can see that Cabinet - according to the website of the Cabinet Office - had approved
the decision of the former Government to amend the recruitment of workers’ regulations that
already provide for recruitment agencies to charge a certain percentage of the salary of
workers. This is allowed by law, but it had approved a decision - I was then, I had taken a
paper to Cabinet - to make it illegal for the recruiting agencies to charge anything
whatsoever so that it be totally free in line with what is provided for called the IRIS
methodology which is, in fact, the International Recruitment Integrity System as propounded
by the International Organisation for Migration based in Geneva. Could the hon. Minister,
therefore, tell us whether this paper that was prepared by the high-level committee, whether
it also includes the same vision, that is, that recruitment agencies should not charge anything
from workers and to do that in collaboration with the International Organisation for
Migration to address the concerns that the hon. Minister rightly pointed out about the
problems arising in other countries?
Madam Speaker: The hon. Member has made his point.
Mr Callichurn: Perhaps the hon. Member would like to know that the Private
Employment Agencies Convention 1997 No. 181 has not yet been ratified by Mauritius.
Article 7 provides that private employment agencies shall not charge directly or indirectly,
in whole or in part, any fees or costs to workers. Therefore, I am working towards it. I am
working to be in line with the Convention.
Mr Mohamed: Is the hon. Minister aware and could he consider the possibility of
contacting the International Organisation for Migration that had ever since 2013, in actual
fact, organised the launch of the system which I just referred to which is called IRIS and
IRIS stands for International Recruitment Integrity System and it was the Ministry of Labour
and myself that launched it in Geneva whereby they can help internationally to address the
issue which is raised by the hon. Minister - as I said again, rightly so, that it is not
necessarily in Mauritius that the problem occurs but outside of Mauritius? Could he
consider, therefore, the possibility of working closely together with the IOM in order to

ensure that this project that was launched can be spearheaded by the Government of
Mauritius and by the hon. Minister himself?
Mr Callichurn: I welcome the hon. Member’s suggestion. I will surely work with
them.
Madam Speaker: Next question, hon. Mohamed!
PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ALGERIA - CHANCELLERIE
DÉTACHÉE – SETTING UP
(No. B/839) Mr S. Mohamed (First Member for Port Louis Maritime and Port
Louis East) asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and International
Trade whether, in regard to the interest expressed by the People’s Democratic Republic of
Algeria for the setting-up of a diplomatic mission in the Republic of Mauritius, he will state
if any decision has been taken in relation thereto and, if so, indicate where matters stand.
Mr Sinatambou: Madam Speaker, I wish to inform the House that Mauritius and
Algeria established diplomatic relations on 12 February 1976 and we have maintained
cordial and friendly relations with that country since then. The current Ambassador of
Algeria, His Excellency Mr Mokaddem Bafdal, who is based in Madagascar, is accredited to
Mauritius. He presented his credentials to the President of the Republic of Mauritius on 05
May 2015 as
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the People’s Democratic Republic of
Algeria to the Republic of Mauritius.
In September 2014, the Algerian Government informed Mauritius of its decision to
open a “Chancellerie Détachée” in Mauritius with the objective of further consolidating
bilateral relations with Mauritius. The proposed “Chancellerie Détachée”, deemed to be at
the level of a Vice-Consulate, was to operate under the jurisdiction of the Algerian Embassy
in Antananarivo, Madagascar, and was to be headed by a full-fledged Algerian diplomat.
However, on 04 June of this year, following the visit of the Algerian Ambassador to
Mauritius for the presentation of his letters of credence, the Embassy of Algeria indicated
that the Algerian authorities had decided to harmonise the official designation of their
foreign missions in line with the provisions of the Vienna Convention on diplomatic
relations and that the official appellation of its proposed “Chancellerie Détachée” would
henceforth be
“Diplomatic Mission of Algeria” and would be headed by a “Chargé d’Affaires ad interim”.

I wish to inform the House that the request of the Algerian Government to establish a
Resident Diplomatic Mission in Mauritius is being favourably considered.
My Ministry is seeking all the necessary clearances and the Algerian Government
has been informed through the diplomatic channel that its request is under consideration.
Mr Mohamed: I thank the hon. Minister for his very straightforward answer. I,
myself, met with His Excellency, the Ambassador of Algeria based in Madagascar some
time last year, before he had even presented ses lettres de créance to the Head of State of
Mauritius this year, and I had made him the request of moving away from the issue of
having an attached level of consulate situation under the aegis of the Embassy of Algeria in
Madagascar and to open a full-fledged Embassy in Mauritius. I am informed, through my
contacts, that there has been a request at the very beginning of the year and waiting for the
response, the Rt. hon. Prime Minister would recall, that there was this request that they
wanted to accelerate matters because, in the meantime, while waiting for the Mauritian
counterpart answer, they have already opened 14 other Embassies worldwide.
Madam Speaker: Okay, so what is your question?
Mr Mohamed: So, could the hon. Minister look into the possibility of accelerating
process which has consensus on all parts of the House?
Mr Sinatambou: Now, first of all, the information which the hon. Member for Port
Louis Maritime and Port Louis East has is totally inaccurate because, first of all, the request
for the Chancellerie détachée is dated September 2014. Then when you were all having your
koz kozé and were not dealing with the affairs of this country. Now, the so-called request
from the Algerian Ambassador was made, I repeat it, on the 04 of June of this year. So, from
June to now, as I stated, the request of the Algerian Government is being favourably
considered by Government. My Ministry is seeking all the necessary clearances and the
Algerian Government has been informed through the diplomatic channel. Now, it means that
this Government has started processing the request as dated from the 04 of June of this year,
and I think three months for the setting up of a diplomatic mission is not long in the field of
diplomacy.
Madam Speaker: Okay, yes!

Mr Mohamed: Because Algeria is a friendly State, I do not want to embarrass
anyone on this particular issue following the information that I have, which is not what the
hon.
Minister is stating. Now let’s not play politics about that. What can I ask the hon. Minister,
whatever be the case and if he wants to win the day by his argument, let him win the day...
Madam Speaker: No. Please, ask your question! Don’t make comments!
(Interruptions)
Mr Mohamed: My point is: by when does the hon. Minister believe - which is a good
work he is doing, maybe he is happy with that - that this excellent work of responding very
rapidly to the Algerian authorities could be completed for him to, at least, be happy that he
has done excellent work by opening this Embassy?
Mr Sinatambou: Madam Speaker, it is not a question of winning the day. It is a
question of being accurate. We have had diplomatic relationships for nearly 40 years with
Algeria, meaning from 1976 and the request of the Algerian Government is now dated June
2015. So, three months, I hope by any standard would be accepted as being good work. I
don’t even need it to be excellent, but what I can assure the House is that this Government
will act promptly and we will see the results in due course.
(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: No, next question! Hon. Shakeel Mohamed, next question!

WORLD BANK GROUP - DOING BUSINESS REPORT - MAURITIUS
(No. B/840) Mr S. Mohamed (First Member for Port Louis Maritime & Port
Louis East) asked the hon. Minister of Finance and Economic Development whether, in
regard to the Report of the World Bank Group on Doing Business in Mauritius in relation to
construction permits, he will state the measures that will be taken to streamline the processes
therefor.
Mr Lutchmeenaraidoo:

Madam Speaker, in the 2016 Doing Business Report

published by the World Bank Group on the 28 of October 2015, Mauritius is ranked 32nd
among 189 countries in the world, and has maintained its first position in Africa. The top
ranked countries in world are Singapore, followed by New Zealand and Denmark.

Dealing with construction permits is one of the 10 indicators of the Doing Business
Report. This indicator considers all procedures, time and cost to obtain a construction permit
including connections to utilities. As from this year, a building quality control index has
been added to the assessment of the indicator.
Mauritius is currently ranked 35th out of 189 countries in this indicator which
represents a major leap from the 117th position in last year’s report.
The improvement of Mauritius in the construction permits indicator is mainly
attributed to the ongoing streamlining of processes such as the reduced time taken to get
connections from Waste Water Management Authority and improved regulations relating to
quality control. Previously it was taking six to nine months to be connected to the Waste
Water Management Authority network. This timeframe has been reduced to up to three
months by increasing the number of registered contractors qualified to carry out the
connection works.
Furthermore, in the new Building Quality Control Index, Mauritius scored 13 out of
a maximum of 15 due to the quality control and safety mechanism put in place in the
construction sector.
To further improve our ranking on all indicators, a High Powered Committee has
been set up under my Chairmanship for relevant action. The Committee focused on the
construction permits in the first instance and the following measures are being implemented
First, an online platform to submit applications for all Buildings and Land Use
Permits (BLP) has been developed and is operational since July 2015. This system
will significantly decrease the time taken to process a BLP while allowing the
Ministry of Local Government to monitor the whole process from application to
approval.
Second, action is being taken to integrate the plan approval or clearance by other
public bodies such as CEB, CWA, WMA with a Building and Land Use Permit
(BLP) online system. Once the application for BLP is submitted and complies with
all existing planning policy guidelines (PPG), the public utilities will have five
working days to provide their stand through the online system, after which the silent
agreement principle will apply.

Madam Speaker: Hon. Shakeel Mohamed!
Mr Mohamed: The new measures which have been announced by the hon. Minister,
could he, please, inform the House whether they are already in place or will there need to be
any changes brought about to our legislation in order to implement those new excellent
measures and good news that he has just announced!
Mr Lutchmeenaraidoo:

Those two measures announced form part of the

improvement in the index for construction. It forms part of a global index on which we
worked and whereby we have taken the commitment, quite an ambitious one, that in three to
four years, Mauritius will be in the top fifteen countries in the world for the ease of doing
business. That’s huge! It implies major reforms in the system itself. It implies that the
eGovernment system will be improved a lot more. I hope that, within the next three to four
years, whether it will be for building permit, whether it will be for EIA, whether it will be
for morcellement permit; all will be online with the possibility that, in the case where civil
servants don’t act in time given, the silent agreement principle will applied. So, I think we
are on the right track for this.
Madam Speaker: Yes.
Mr Mohamed: In fact, what I wanted try to get, Madam Speaker, is the following, I
mean, those ideas as enunciated and explained by the hon. Minister are quite marvellous
ideas. Undoubtedly! What I would like to get at is the hon. Minister has stated that, within
the next four years or so, we would start seeing the fruits of those excellent ideas. So, do I
gather, therefore, and that’s the question, that we will have to wait another four years on
average for us to be able to see the implementation of those excellent ideas or are those ideas
already working, and if at all, when do we expect any legislation to come and be brought to
this House to take into consideration the legality and the principle of applying online with
the silent agreement, etc. What time frame are we talking about? I hope not four years!
Mr Lutchmeenaraidoo: Well, I am speaking of an ongoing improvement which
means that the Committee which is working on it, is already taking measures. But,
ultimately, within five years, Mauritius should be in a position to form part of the 15 best in
terms of ease of doing business. Now, we don’t have to wait four years, naturally. It is an
ongoing process. We are improving gradually and the online system, especially, is being
improved quite fast.

Mr Ganoo: Can I ask the hon. Minister also, in his project of improving matters, to
consider also the case when applications are rejected, for example, when the application for
the BLU permit is rejected, the law provides that the applicant can now appeal before the
Tribunal. So, this is another étape in the whole process. Can he see to it also that this
process is shortened as much as possible so that the applicant is allowed to go as fast as
possible to the Tribunal which gives its ruling as fast as possible?
Mr Lutchmeenaraidoo: Madam Speaker, I take note of the proposal.
Mr Mohamed: May I humbly suggest or could the hon. Minister consider the
possibility, in the working progress ideas that he has brought forward, to implement another
issue which is when you have other organisations, for instance, the Waste Water Authority,
the Central Water Authority, the Central Electricity Board and other organisations, very
often, if one of them happens not to be present, you have a situation where the Committee
cannot, therefore, pronounce itself and give a decision with regard to the application. Could
it be, therefore, considered that with using new technology, that everything turns out to be
paperless in the sense that people can take their decision and not have to come to this
Committee, but can take a decision using an online system, give their views, upload their
documents and comments so that things could go faster with a totally paperless system, as
has been set up ever since last year at the Ministry of Labour?
Mr Lutchmeenaraidoo: The system should be understood in a very simple way. We
are reducing the intervention of human beings in the decision of making process. When we
speak about improving the ease of doing business, we are, in fact, speaking of corruption.
We are speaking of ways and means by which things are differed, of people who have got
the decision of taking power in their hands, use it to make money, and the only way to
reduce this level of corruption, is to ensure that the decision making process is done
automatically, is done not by men, but by machine and, ultimately, reducing the intervention
of officers, human beings to the strict minimum. This is the approach we are following
which will imply, therefore, that with this work, it means also that the level of corruption in
the country will ease down considerably the next four years.
Madam Speaker: The Table has been advised that PQ B/861, B/863 and B/874 have
been withdrawn. Hon. Bhagwan!

BUILD MAURITIUS FUND – FUNDS ACCRUED
(No. B/841) Mr R. Bhagwan (First Member for Beau Bassin & Petite Rivière)
asked the Minister of Finance and Economic Development whether, in regard to the Build
Mauritius Fund, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain therefrom, for the period
January 2014 to August 2015, information as to the total amount of funds which had accrued
therein since the setting up thereof to date, indicating the –
(a)

amount of funds disbursed therefrom for the implementation of projects
earmarked thereunder, including to improve water supply, and

(b)

total outstanding amount of funds available therein as at to date

Mr Lutchmeenaraidoo: I wish to inform the House that the Build Mauritius Fund
was set up in December 2013 as a Special Fund under the Finance and Audit Act. From its
setting up to 31 October 2015, a total amount of some Rs6.2 billion has been credited to the
Fund.
In respect of part (a) of the question, I am informed that a total amount of Rs1.9
billion has been disbursed from the Fund during the same period to finance the
implemenation of projects including Rs1 billion for the water sector.
With regard to part (b) of the question, the balance availabe in the fund as at 31
October 2015 stood at some Rs4 billion.
BRITISH AMERICAN INSURANCE – LOANS
(No. B/842) Dr. R. Sorefan (Fourth Member for La Caverne & Phoenix) asked
the Minister of Financial Services, Good Governance and Institutional Reforms, Minister of
Technology, Communication and Innovation whether, in regard to the British American
Insurance and conglomerates, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the special
administrator appointed therefor, information as to the quantum of the loans which they had
contracted with the banks having been written off, indicating the steps taken to recoup same,
if any.
Mr Bhadain: Madam Speaker, the hon. Member will note that section 64 subsection
(3) of the Banking Act prohibits the disclosure of such information and BAI Co. (Mtius) Ltd.
and its related entities are under special administration by virtue of section 110 of the
Insurance Act.

There is also some confusion in the question, I believe, which bascially is asking for
information as to the quantum of loans which BAI had contracted with the banks having
been written off, indicating the steps taken by the Special Administrators to recoup same, if
any. If the banks have written off loans which BAI had undertaken, then there is nothing to
recoup by the Special Administrators.
Dr. Sorefan: Is the hon. Minister aware that an unsecured loan to the tune of Rs845
m. has been granted advance by Mr T. R. who was the Chairman and Chairman of BAI
International Holdings and by Mr S. who is the Chief Executive of a bank and who was the
Chief Staff of ex-Bramer Bank and there was un complot to give Rs845 m. unsecured loan?
Is the hon. Minister going to investigate in this because we know about Navin Rs40 m. saga
where two officers are being taken to task? Will the hon. Minister investigate and take these
two officers of that bank who granted Rs845 m. unsecured loan? I will live 10 times, born,
die, born, die and born…
(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: Hon. Dr. Sorefan!
Dr. Sorefan:..I will never make Rs845 m.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Dr. Sorefan, please, don’t make comments! You have asked
your question, don’t make comments, please!
(Interruptions)
Mr Bhadain: Madam Speaker, that would not be a case of unexplained wealth, it
will be an unexplained life. Madam Speaker, I take very seriously what the hon. Member has
just mentioned, but the question itself is wrongly formulated, because the question he is
asking as to whether the Special Administrators will recoup the amount which has been
written off from the banks, but the banks if they have written off that amount, then there is
nothing for the Special Administrator of BAI to recoup. In fact, it is in the advantage of BAI
that it has been written off and the Special Administrator. However, what has been
mentioned by the hon. Member is a very serious issue and I will certainly look into that,
Madam Speaker.
Mr Uteem: I don’t know if that would fall under the aegis of the Special
Administrators because now we have a Receiver appointed for Bramer Bank. But, being
given that this question is about BAI and its conglomerates which would include Bramer

Bank in receiveship, may I know from the hon. Minister if he is prepared to table a list of all
loans that have been written off by Bramer Bank in receiverships since it has come into
receivership?
Mr Bhadain: Madam Speaker, the hon. Member is right. What has happened in
effect is that the Central Bank has appointed a Receiver Manager for Bramer Bank, but then
the Special Administrator has been appointed under section 120 of the Insurance Act for
BAI. Now, it so happens that because Bramer Bank does not have a banking licence
anymore, then its status is reduced to a normal company and it becomes a related entity or
company of the insurance company which is under special administratorship. So, I have
raised the matter with the Governor of the Central Bank and I very much believe that it is the
Special Administrator who has to look into that matter by law and once this issue is
resolved, if there is a list which is made available to me, I will certainly make that available.
Dr. Sorefan: Is the hon. Minister aware of the Interim Report of SBM Holdings
which is public, where mention is made that to the tune of Rs1.08 billion has been written
off and what I have said Rs845 m. form part of that Rs1.08 billion that has been written off?
Will the Minister look into it?
Mr Bhadain: Again, Madam Speaker, we have to look at the jurisdiction of issues
here. The SBM will be regulated by the Central Bank of Mauritius and the banking sector
does not fall under my portfolio. However, good governance does and if, indeed, there is
such abuse, then this is certainly going to be looked into by the Ministry of Good
Governance.
Madam Speaker: Next question, hon. Gobin!
JAWAHARLAL NEHRU HOSPITAL - MASTER V. J. – ALLEGED MEDICAL
NEGLIGENCE
(No. B/843) Mr M. Gobin (First Member for Rivière des Anguilles & Souillac)
asked the Minister of Health and Quality of Life whether, in regard to a case of alleged
medical negligence having purportedly occurred in the course of a surgery on master V. J.,
son of one Mr O. J., residing at Allée Jacques, in Grand Bois, on or about 31 December 2013
at the Jawaharlal Nehru Hospital, in Rose Belle, he will state where matters stand as to the
inquiry carried out thereinto.

Mr Gayan: Madam Speaker, I am informed that minor patient V. J., 8 years old,
attended the Accident and Emergency Department of Jawaharlal Nehru Hospital on 30
December 2013 at around 22.00 hours with a history of bad fall with injury to the left hand.
An x-ray was performed immediately and showed supracondylar fracture on the left
humerus. The patient was kept fasting and surgery was performed on 31 December 2013.
The patient was followed up in ward from 30 December 2013 to 29 January 2014 by the
treating doctors.
The patient’s relative signed the Discharge against Medical Advice (DAMA) on 29
January 2014 and took the patient from the hospital, apparently to a private clinic.
Following a complaint made on 20 April 2014 by the father of the minor patient, an
internal enquiry was initiated at the level of the hospital and a report was submitted to my
Ministry on 02 June 2014. Subsequently, an in-depth enquiry was conducted on 28
November 2014 to look into any alleged case of medical negligence.
The Enquiry Committee concluded that appropriate treatment was provided to the
patient, but also noted that there was no proper communication among the treating doctors
after the operation.
Madam Speaker, in the light of the report, my Ministry has administered a written
warning to the three treating doctors under Regulation 42 (3) of the PSC Regulations.
Madam Speaker, I am also informed that the patient’s relatives were convened by the
Acting Regional Health Director of the hospital on 27 October 2015 and they were informed
that all necessary treatment was given to the patient at the time.
Madam Speaker: Yes, hon. Gobin!
Mr Gobin: With your permission, Madam Speaker, is the hon. Minister aware that,
following the surgery, this child has almost lost the use of his left hand? I have taken good
note of the answer of the hon. Minister, but what is being proposed now as treatment for this
child, whether here or abroad, so that remedial action can be taken? It is fine that warning
was issued to the three treating doctors under Regulation 42 of the PSC Regulations, but
what about the child, if I may say victim? What is being contemplated for him?
Mr Gayan: I understand, Madam Speaker, that it was a very bad fall and it happened
on 30 December. But, according to the file that I have, all treatment was given to that young
child. Unfortunately, it is true that he has lost the use of his left forearm, but I understand

that a further operation was carried out after some serious complication was found out on 02
or 03 January.
I am not aware whether there has been any request for further treatment to be funded
either by the hospital here or by an institution overseas. But I must also maintain, Madam
Speaker, that the child was taken away from the hospital against medical advice by the
parents.
Mr Gobin: One more question, Madam Speaker. Fortunately, if I may say, the
DAMA was signed because we can see that the result of the enquiry has been that warning
was issued. Can the hon. Minister at least give an indication whether there would be
agreement in principle to offer the necessary Government funding for treatment abroad if
such is a course of action which can be contemplated?
Mr Gayan: Madam Speaker, there is a protocol to be followed whenever overseas
treatment is contemplated. But, if the protocol is complied with and there is justification to
send this child, obviously, the needful will be done. But the protocol has to be followed.
Mr Jhugroo: After the enquiry, it was found that there was no communication. But
is not ‘no communication’ in itself a medical negligence?
Mr Gayan: Well, what I understand, Madam Speaker, is that since it was the New
Year’s festivity, there was lack of communication between the surgeon and the doctor and
this is why warning was given. But, as far as the treatment was concerned, the treatment was
the appropriate one.
Mr Gobin: Can the hon. Minister give us the assurance that the parents of the child
will, at the very least, be communicated with a report, including the treatment that was given
to the child? Because the parents are completely in the dark as to what happened at
Jawaharlal Nehru Hospital in this case.
Mr Gayan: Madam Speaker, I understand that the Enquiry Panel was made up of the
Acting Regional Health Director, a Consultant in Charge Orthopaedics, a second Consultant
in Charge Orthopaedics, the Regional Nursing Director and also an Assistant Permanent
Secretary, and that Committee found that the treatment that was given was the appropriate
one.
With regard to (collateral) the treatment matters, that was the reason why a warning
was issued. Well, at least, that is what I have.

Madam Speaker: Next question, hon. Gobin!
TRADE FAIRS - ORGANISATION
(No. B/844) Mr M. Gobin (First Member for Rivière des Anguilles & Souillac)
asked the Minister of Industry, Commerce and Consumer Protection whether, in regard to
the holding and or organization of trade fairs in Mauritius, he will state if consideration will
be given for a temporary suspension or a ban thereof with, as objective, to allow the
stimulation of the business of the licensed local traders.
Mr Gungah: Madam Speaker, my Ministry has received numerous representations
from local traders, namely the Front commun des commerçants and the Shop Owners
Association regarding the frequent holding of trade fairs across the island, which affects
their business activities by creating unfair competition leading to an unequal level playing
field. Same has also led to the closure of some local businesses while others have had to lay
off employees. The foreign participants in these fairs tend to offer low quality products and
do not provide after sales service to the detriment of the consumers.
This state of affairs has been recurring since quite some time. The relevant
regulations were reviewed in December 2013 to address the situation. Prior to January 2014,
fees were payable according to the duration, the number of participants and the location of
the trade fair and exhibition.
With the Consumer Protection (Events) Regulations 2013, as from January 2014,
fees payable were increased significantly and payable according to the type of event, the
duration and the category of participants in such events. Moreover, bodies such as
cooperative societies and small and medium enterprises were exempted from payment of
fees in connection with the organisation of events.
However, this did not produce the expected results. The situation has deteriorated
since most of the organisers of these fairs have registered themselves as SMEs so as to be
exempted from the payment of the prescribed fees.
Thus, with a view to protecting the duly licensed local traders, on 23 October 2015,
the Government has decided to take a series of measures regarding the organisation of trade
fairs.

Firstly, there will be a ban on the organisation of trade fairs proposing for sale
products which are readily available in shops such as textiles, garments, utensils, furniture,
fancy jewellery, handicrafts, pharmaceuticals and food.
Secondly, the provision for SMEs to be exempted from the payment of fees will be
removed from the Regulations to avoid evasion from the payment of fees.
Thirdly, besides the standard conditions appearing in the current regulations, new
conditions will be introduced to ensure a proper control and monitoring.
Madam Speaker, I am confident that these measures, especially the ban of the
pêlemêle trade fairs will give a boost to the business of the duly licensed local traders and
allow the public to be provided with good quality, safe and secure products at reasonable
prices.
Mr Gobin: If I understand correctly, there are two types of measures –
(i) ban, and
(ii)

amendments to be brought to the regulations.

Can I confirm from the hon. Minister whether the ban would be applicable immediately?
The second part of my question is with regard to the amendments of the regulations, for
instance, for the non-payment of the fees of SMEs to be removed, when can we expect the
regulations to be gazetted?
Mr Gungah: Madam Speaker, as per existing regulations, no authorisation is given
for the holding of events in the months of November and December, for example. So, these
are applicable right now. As far as the regulations are concerned, they will be ready by the
end of this month.
MAURITIUS SPORTS COUNCIL - NATIONAL FEDERATIONS - FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE
(No. B/845) Mr F. Quirin (Fourth Member for Beau Bassin & Petite Rivière)
asked the Minister of Youth and Sports whether, in regard to the Mauritius Sports Council,
he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain therefrom, information as to if it has changed its
policy in respect of the financial assistance given to the national federations and, if so, give
details thereof.

Mr Sawmynaden: Madam Speaker, I am informed by the Mauritius Sports Council
that financial assistance is provided to National Sports Federations to enable them to meet
expenses incurred in relation to (i)

payment of affiliation fees to their respective International Federations;

(ii)

payment of salary / allowance to their Administrative Clerk;

(iii)

stationaries and petty stores, and

(iv)

payment of coaching fees.

I am further informed that the newly set up Board has, after consultation with my
ministry, decided to review the quantum of the financial assistance granted to the
Federations with effect from 01 October 2015. This decision has been taken to prevent
duplication of refund of expenses as it was noted that financial assistance granted in respect
of expenses incurred for the payment of coaching fees and office incidentals were also being
met my Ministry.
Mr Quirin: Madame la présidente, l’honorable ministre peut-il nous dire si cette
décision qui a été prise est en raison du fait que le MSC a trop de travail et trop de
responsabilités?
Mr Sawmynaden: As mentioned, this measure has been taken because there was
duplication of fees. Stationeries and payment of coaching fees were met by my Ministry and
also met by the MSC. So, to prevent this to happen, we have decided to have it under one
roof.
Mr Quirin: Madame la présidente, l’honorable ministre peut-il nous donner la
garantie que ce changement dans le paiement des coaching fees principalement, n’est pas
une démarche pour réduire les allocations des fédérations?
Mr Sawmynaden: As far as I am aware, there is no reduction. It is just to prevent
duplication of fees.
Madam Speaker: Next question, hon. Quirin!
FOOTBALL – CLUB M – COACHES
(No. B/846) Mr F. Quirin (Fourth Member for Beau Bassin & Petite Rivière)
asked the Minister of Youth and Sports whether, in regard to Mr A. H. and Mr J. T., coaches
of the Club M, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the Mauritius Football

Association, in each case, information as to the terms and conditions of the contract thereof,
including the –
(a) duration thereof;
(b) monthly salary and other benefits drawn, and
(c) conditions of work and responsibilities thereof.
Mr Sawmynaden: Madam Speaker, I am informed by the MFA that Messrs A. H.
and J. T. have been appointed as co-coaches of the Men’s National Team after the IOIG
2015. They have been working together since mid-August 2015.
After the departure of D.S. at the end of May 2015, Mr. A. H. agreed to take over the
responsibilities of the National Football Coach. A two-year contract has been offered to him
with a monthly salary of Rs200,000, including accommodation and transport expenses. He is
also in charge of the Women’s National Football Team.
Mr J. T. was called upon to act as co-National Coach of the Men’s Team along with
Mr A. H. following the departure of the previous Coaches.
Mr J. T. accepted this responsibility free of charge. I am informed that only travelling
expenses are granted to him to attend training sessions and matches.
The responsibilities of Messrs A. H. and J. T. are to work in close partnership for the
benefit and the promotion of the Club M.
Mr Quirin: Madame la présidente, peut-on savoir – à part les responsabilités que le
ministre vient de citer - quels sont les projets et objectifs réels des deux entraineurs pour
permettre au Club M de remonter dans le classement de FIFA ? Dois-je rappeler à la
Chambre que Maurice a perdu cinq places dans le dernier classement de la FIFA ?
Mr Sawmynaden: Madam Speaker, as you know, football went down because
toutes les écoles de formation étaient fermées pendant bon nombre d’années. Les écoles de
formation sont maintenant ouvertes à nouveau et ces deux coaches, en collaboration avec les
autres coaches qui sont en place, vont permettre la formation des jeunes dès leur plus jeune
âge afin de refaire l’équipe du Club M.
Mr Quirin: Madame la présidente, le ministre est en train de confirmer que les deux
entraineurs vont s’occuper aussi de la formation. Est-ce qu’ils le font déjà ou bien ce sera
dans un proche avenir?

Mr Sawmynaden: Madam Speaker, c’est sûr que ces deux personnes ne peuvent
être partout en même temps.

Ils vont prêter assistance aux entraineurs qui sont déjà

existants. Ils sont là pour aider et on va tout mettre en place afin d’aider ces jeunes à
vraiment monter en termes de technique.
Madam Speaker: Time is over! The Table has been advised that P.Q. B/852 has
been withdrawn.

