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MAURITIUS

Fifth National Assembly

Debate No. 16 of 2012

Sitting of 24 July 2012

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Port Louis,

At 11.30 a.m

The National Anthem was played



MR SPEAKER - ELECTION

The Clerk: In accordance with the provisions of section 32he Constitution and of
Standing Order 7 of the Standing Orders and RuldbheoNational Assembly, the House will
now proceed to the election of a Speaker.

(At this stage, the Mace is brought into the Hdog¢he Serjeant-at-Arms and is laid
under the Table)
| will, therefore, invite two hon. Members to moaad to second the election of a Member
present in this Assembly or otherwise to be nonaithdb the office of Speaker and to take the
Chair of the House as such.

The Prime Minister: Clerk of the National Assembly, in accordancehwvitie provisions
of section 32 of the Constitution and Standing ©idef the Standing Orders and Rules of the
National Assembly, | move that Mr Abdool Razack Mated Ameen Peeroo, GOSK, SC be
elected Speaker of the House.

In line with the tradition of the House, | wishgay a few words about Mr Razack Peeroo
whom | am proposing to be the Speaker of the House.

Mr Razack Peeroo is a well-known figure, both &aaister and as a politician. He was
called to the Bar of England and Wales in 1972tarttie Mauritian Bar in 1974.

Mr Razack Peeroo first stood as a candidate in 1Qid@er the banner of the
Independence Party, a coalition of the Labour Partgg the CAM and was duly elected in
Constituency No. 15 — La Caverne/Phoenix. The otlwer elected Members from that
Constituency were Mr Rajkeswur Purryag and Mr IsiearSeetaram.

By stroke of coincidence, all three elected Memlfiiem Constituency No. 15 served as
Ministers in the Government of Sir Seewoosagur Raofagn and, by yet, another stroke of
coincidence, Mr Seetaram and Mr Purryag have atdb berved as Speaker of the House and
now Mr Peeroo too is to be the Speaker of the House

Mr Razack Peeroo stood again for Parliament aslmolr Party candidate in 1991 and
was returned as the Fourth Member of Constituenay 1$. He stood for Parliament again in
1995 under the banner of the Labour Party/MMM Altia and he was returned as First Member
of the same Constituency in 1995.



Mr Razack Peeroo has held the following Ministryresponsibilities. He was Minister of
Labour and Industrial Relations from November 1879une 1982; Attorney-General, Minister
of Justice and Industrial Relations from Decemlf#351to November 1996; Attorney-General,
Minister of Justice, Human Rights and Corporateaff from December 1996 to June 1997,
Attorney-General, Minister of Justice, Human Rightsd Corporate Affairs and Minister of
Labour and Industrial Relations from June 1997 twéinber 1999; Attorney-General, Minister
of Justice and Human Rights, Minister for Refornstitutions from November 1999 to
September 2000.

His abilities and qualities have been recognisddt baxally and internationally and have
earned him several decorations. In view of his ptioaal and distinguished service in the
political and legal fields, in 2006, he was award&@nd Officer of the Order of the Star and
Key of the Indian Ocean (GOSK). In 2010, he wasadted to the rank of Senior Counsel.

His wide experience and his well-known sense ahéss combined with the unswerving
dedication to his duty fully qualify him to presidever the deliberations of the National
Assembly. | have no doubt that Mr Razack Peerobssilve the House with the same exemplary
distinction he has always displayed in his previ@sponsibilities.

With these words, | move that Mr Razack Peeroceleeted Speaker of this august
Assembly.

The Deputy Prime Minister rose and seconded.

The Clerk: Is there any counter proposal?

As there appears to be no other proposal, | sleglare Mr Abdool Razack Mahomed
Ameen Peeroo, Senior Counsel, Grand Officer ofQnaer of the Star and Key of the Indian
Ocean, present in the House, elected to the Chdii avite him to come to the upper step to

make the affirmation, in the first instance, angtto take the Chair.

(The House having called Mr R. Peeroo to the CHarproceeds to the upper step of the Chair)

Mr Peeroo then made and subscribed before thenfdgethe Oath of Allegiance
prescribed in Schedule 3 of the Constitution agdesil the Roll of Membership.



Mr Speaker: (Standing on the upper step)

Hon. Members, | am thankful to you for having éecme Speaker of the National
Assembly. | am deeply honoured by the trust andidence you have placed in me.

| am fully aware that impartiality is the main caeteristic attached to the Office of
Speaker. The task is demanding and carries mapgme#bilities.

My predecessor deserves praise for having so famty ably discharged his duties. The
Speaker is looked upon as the symbol of authontythe guardian of Parliamentary rights and
liberties.

Let me make it known to this Assembly that impaditiraand fair play will be my guiding
principles.

Hon. Members, | shall strive to make this impaitlyahnd fair play felt and recognised. |
shall, to the best of my abilities, enable all auyto have the opportunity to voice out your
opinions, obviously within the parameters of tharging Orders and Rules of the National

Assembly.

| thank in anticipation the Clerk, his officers aall the members of the staff for their
invaluable contribution in ensuring the proper aeffective functioning of the National
Assembly.

Hon. Members, | hope to rely on your collaborationmaintaining the dignity this
Assembly deserves and the respect it commands.

Thank you.

(Applause)
(Mr Speaker then takes the Chair)

(The Mace which was, up to that time, under thdd,atias placed upon the Table)

PAPERS LAID

The Prime Minister: Sir, the Papers have been laid on the Table —



A. Ministry of Finance and Economic Development

The Customs (Amendment) Regulations 2012 (GoverhrNetice No. 132
of 2012).

B. Ministry of Social Security, National Solidarity and Reforms Institutions

(@) The Report of the Director of Audit on the ol Statements of the
Examination of the National Savings Fund for theaficial years
ended 30 June 2000, 30 June 2001, 30 June 200r#02003, 30
June 2004, 30 June 2005, 30 June 2006 and 30 00iie 2

(b) The Report of the Director of Audit on the Fical Statements of the
National Pensions Fund for the financial years dr#élJune 2002, 30
June 2003, 30 June 2004, 30 June 2005, 30 June &@DB0 June
2007.

C. Ministry of Tertiary Education, Science, Research ad Technology—

The Annual Report 2009/2010 of the Mauritius Rese&ouncil.

D. Ministry of Local Government and Outer Islands—

€)) The District Council of Moka/Flacq (Fair) Regtibns 2012
(Government Notice No. 133 of 2012).

(b) The District Council of Moka/Flacq (Market) Reégtions 2012
(Government Notice No. 134 of 2012).

MOTION
SUSPENSION OF S.0.10 (2)
The Deputy Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, | beg to move that all the busnes
today’s Order Paper be exempted from the provistdmaragraph (2) of Standing Order 10.
The Deputy Prime Minister rose and seconded.

Question put and agreed to.



STATEMENT BY PRIME MINISTER
MAURITIAN COMPANIES — ALLEGED ARMS TRAFFICKING

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, with your permission, | woulldel to make a
statement on the recent reported cases of attebypfereign nationals to use a number of
countries, including Mauritius for trafficking ofras.

Following an interim report by M&athi Lynn Austin, from the Conflict Awareness
Project, exposing an activeems trading network of associates of former ickéfr Viktor Bout
that involves companies from the United States,tls@drica and the United Kingdom, among
other countries and the use of Mauritian compabjeforeign nationals to facilitate dealings in
arms trafficking, | wish to inform the House thabwernment is taking a very serious view of
this matter and will undertake whatever actionseseary to prevent Mauritius and its
institutions to be used for any illicit purposes.

It is noteworthy that a previous application Byiperfly Aviation Limited for an air
operating certificate was turned down ulyJ2011 thanks to the vigilance of the departnant
the Civil Aviation which detected that the docunsestibmitted in support of the application
were fake. The matter was submitted by the DirecfdCivil Aviation to the Commissioner of
Police which led to the arrest of a Mauritian natibin February 2012. He was provisionally
charged for swindling.

Subsequently, one of the directorsSefperfly Aviation Limited informed the igector of
Civil Aviation that he wanted to pursue his bussw@enture in Mauritius and his project had
been jeopardised earlier by the action of the Maumrinational. He submitted a fresh application
for an air operating certificate under the naméstaind Air Systems Ltd.

Based on the various sources information available, including a report from our
mission in New York and having regard to the prasiapplication where one of the directors of
Island Air Systems Ltd wasvolved, Government on 11 July 2012 decided natdeede to the
request of the company for an air operating ceeié.

An enquiry into the matter has been instituted iy Commissioner of Police, the Final
Intelligence Unit, the Financial Services Commiasamd ICAC. | will keep the House informed
of any future development.

Thank you.



MOTION
GOVERNMENT PROGRAMME 2012-2015

Order read for resuming adjourned debate on théotahg motion of the hon. Third
Member for Port Louis North & Montagne Longue (N&sJuggoo) —

“This Assembly resolves that the Government Prognan2012-2015 presented to this

Assembly on Monday 16 April 2012, copy of which haen circularised amongst

Honourable Members, be and is hereby approved.”

Question again proposed.

(11.40 a.m.)

The Minister of Fisheries (Mr J. Von-Mally): M. le président, permettez-moi, tout
d’abord, de vous féliciter pour votre élection coe@peakerde cette auguste Assemblée. Vous
ayant connu comme ministre, je crois que je pews\trewelcome back to this House

Je voudrais aussi féliciter le PPS, I'honorable téraber pour son élection comme
Deputy Speaker of this HousBermettez-moi aussi, M. le président, de saleerx dgrandes
dames. La premiére c’est Madame Monique Ohsan{idie, la vice-Présidente de la
République, pour avoir présenté le discours-programdu gouvernement, le programme
gouvernemental 2012/2015%he was then the acting President of the RepuBlicomment ne
pas saluer la PPS, Madame Kalyanee Juggoo pour@ésienté la motion qui est en train d’étre
débattue actuellement?

M. le président, ce présent gouvernement, a traserprogramme gouvernemental, a
voulu, autant que possible, voir loin, voir largeveir profond pour notre république. Nous
avons voulu préparer la route pour mener la régublia une meilleure destination pour que les
futures générations puissent vivre mieux dans nmdses. Ce n’est, donc, pas un hasard, M. le
président, si le concept d’Etat-océan est bienéarela a une place de choix dans ce discours-
programme, parce qu’'on comprend de plus en pludeMrésident, que notre république n’est
pas cette petite fle Maurice ou la petite Tle Rquks ou bien les Chagos ou bien Agaléga. Notre
république est une république océan, c’est un tesgrands Etats-océan du monde, surtout si
on tient compte qu’il y a a peine quelques semaileesela - il faut le dire, il faut le redire, i&n
faut pas que cela passe inapercu - grace a lanviggonotre Premier Ministre, qui a travaillé

d’arrache-pied avec, je dirais son ami, le Présides Seychelles, le Président Michel, ils ont



pu faire une demande. Et c’est la premiére foisnande que deux Etats arrivent a faire cela. lls
ont soumis une demande pour I'extension de no@teal continental et cela a été fait d’'une
facon extraordinaire. Tout s’est bien passé etpuadjhui, le résultat est qu'on a 396,000
kilometres carrés de mer, de plateau continentaples a étre cogérés conjointement par les
Seychelles et Maurice. C’est presque la superfieid’Allemagne. Aujourd’hui, nous avons,
grace a cela, un EEZ, Zone Economique Exclusivglude 2.3 millions de kilométres carrés,
M. le président. Ce que, comme je lai dit, fait deus, un des plus grands Etats-océan du
monde. Donc, nous avons plus de mer a gérer gterrde

(Interruptions)
11,000 fois plus de mer a gérer que de terre. Dibmea, de soi, qu’'on doit utiliser au maximum
tout le potentiel que nous avons dans la mer.

Ce qui est intéressant dans ce discours-progranimele président, c’est que ce
gouvernement veut s’assurer que la Républigue dmurite assume pleinement ses
responsabilités d’Etat archipel, et cela c’est quelchose de formidable. Aucune fle, aucune
parcelle de ce territoire ne sera laissée de dbt@es voulons, bien sdr, développer tout le
potentiel qu’elle regorge. Je pense que c’estitmg®rtant, parce que comme cela a été dit au
Sommet de Rio+20 tout dernierement, c’est bon @isaye, M. le président, les océans
recouvrent 71% de notre planete. Les océans abqgtezique 80% des organismes vivants. Les
plantes océaniques. M. le président, produisensqoee la moitié de I'oxygene que nous
respirons et 90% des échanges maritimes passeld@spanies maritimes. Selon les estimations,
80% des ressources minérales de notre planeteoweett dans les fonds océaniques. M. le
président, les océans fournissent 60% de protétiesentaires dans les pays tropicaux en
développement. Et la péche - cela concerne un meuministere — emploie pas moins de 170
millions de personnes de par le monde.

Donc, ce n’est pas un hasard si ce présent gouwerrtea tenu a mettre en bonne place
ce concept d’Etat-océan dans ce discours-prograrhltogs, au ministére de la péche, M. le
président, voulons jouer notre réle comme il letfaNous savons que nous avons un réle
important a jouer dans tout cela et nous voulonfile comme il le faut et nous voulons,
aujourd’hui, plus qu’hier et moins que demain, gesa’apporter nos pierres a I'édifice de notre

économie.



Laissez-moi, pour commencer, parler un peu de th@&t mon ministére avant, en tant
gue député de Rodrigues, dire quelques mots surigRed What are we doing, Mr Speaker,
Sir, concerning fisheries which is, despite whaheacan say, a big Ministry? Mr Speaker, Sir,
my Ministry remains committed to the strengthenaigts unflinching support to the fisheries
sector and its development as, indeed, it hastigatrrole to play in the economic growth, job
creation, food security and the transformation ted industry for the benefit of the nation at
large.

Let me, first, share with you, Mr Speaker, Sir, ttlzarrrently the fisheries sector
contributes approximately 1.9% to GDP and we wantincrease that - mainly from the
processing and services sector - with a turnoveRgif8.9 billion -R 18.9 milliards, presque R
20 milliards que la péche contribue a notre écoreanid fisheries represent about 16% of our
total commodity export.

The marine sector has a positive future with thghtristeps being taken in the
Government Programme to develop its ocean resofimcesconomic advances. Here, | would
like to comfort the House that fisheries was, id aill always be one of the important economic
pillars contributing to the national economy andl wertainly become more important with time.

We may have differences of opinion, to be surenlfirheld beliefs and very significant
and emotional debates, but | also believe that igeuaited in our end-goal, that is, to manage
our fisheries resources to ensure their healthasubility and vitality for today and for the
future.

Mr Speaker, Sir, as you are all aware, the pasitgpof Mauritius as a seafood hub forms
part of the strategy of this Government to furtteersify the Mauritian economic base due to
globalisation effects on our existing traditiongloeomic pillars. A lot of progress has been
made and today, Mauritius is one of the two biggeSP exporters of canned tuna to the EU
market. Maurice est un des plus grands exportateurscdened tuna to the EU market.
Mauritius ranks third in terms of overall EU canrtada external supply in terms of volume and
also ranks third of overall EU tuna loins extersigbply in terms of value.

As much as fisheries is seemingly better-off in ghabal economic crisis, it is by no
means shielded from its effects. Here, it is woidking that an increase of 35.1% in the value of
exports for fish and fish products has been reabrdiering the very first quarter of 2012.
Indeed, Mr Speaker, Sir, the growth in the fisheggtor during the first quarter of this year has



been up to 35.1%. Strategically positioned in tdidn Ocean, Mauritius is also a regional hub
for maritime traffic, thus facilitating the expast our finished products towards markets such as
Europe, USA, Middle East, Asia and Africdl.faut le dire, M. le président, que Port Louig es
un des ports le plus efficient de la région. Clastirquoi nous sommes en train de connaitre de
plus en plus de succés dans le domaine de la aens le domaine portuaire

You are all aware of the right business environmanplace in the seafood hub of
Mauritius from competitive services to marine rethictivities, more particularly the facilities
available for dry docking, repairs, maintenancej dockyard. Our local stakeholders provide
international services to fishing companies foraiepof vessels and the recent jumborisation of
a fishing vessel is testimony of osavoir-faire in the domain. Pour la premiére fois, M. le
président, dans notre port, dans une de nos caleles, nous avons pu agrandir un bateau,
ajouter des cales a un bateau, c’est ce qu’on dppeljumborisation. Pour la premiere fois, on
a pu le faire & Maurice. Donc, c’est encore uneofapour nous d’attirer plus de bateaux vers
notre port, parce que nous offrons ce service ansgntenant The Mauritius Port Authority, on
its part, is seriously considering the expansiothefport area to cater for the increased number
of fishing vessels.

Mr Speaker, Sir, our waters, let us say it blurgiye not as productive compared to most
other ocean areas and yet we are a reference witemes to fisheries. Our dedication, hard
work and commitment are recognised in the inteonati arena. Being a member of various
international organisations, we implement all thehdries conservation and management
measures. We have also signed the Southern I@tiaan Fisheries Agreement (SIOFA) which
aims at the long-term sustainable use and consenvaf fishery resources other than Tuna in
areas that fall outside national jurisdiction. We aow looking forward for its coming into
operation and relying on the unflinching supportmémber States for hosting the SIOFA
Secretariat in Mauritius as we have demonstratédeanternational community our capacity in
implementing joint management and conservation areasalong with sectoral fisheries policies
besides having the relevant expertise and infretstre. En abritant le Secrétariat du SIOFA, M.
le président, nous allons pouvoir accueillir davage de bateaux qui vont se ravitailler a
Maurice, qui vont utiliser nos facilités portuairpsur effectuer des réparations, utiliser rory
docking facilities & MauriceDonc, cela va offrir davantage d’emplois dans letser portuaire.

Donc, je pense que la croissance va s’accentues dardomaine, M. le président.



Furthermore, in April 2012, as the Chairman of théian Ocean Tuna Commission —
indeed, Mr Speaker, Sir, Mauritius is actually cimg the IOTC — was congratulated from all
guarters to the excellent conduct of its commissigeting in Australia. We have been able to
adopt the resolutions for the sustainable manageraed development of tuna resources
incorporating for the first time the precautionagpproach principle along with the
recommendation for targeting reference limits fpedes in the IOTC area of competence.
Likewise, the European Union congratulates Mawitm host in October 2012 the Indian Ocean
Tuna Tagging Symposium. And this is a demonstratiaime ability of the IOTC member States
to manage the tuna fisheries in the Indian Oceevutfh a better knowledge of the status and
population dynamics of the main stocks. The datkected are expected to have a significant
contribution to the fisheries stock assessment. uribdas would also host the ACP Fish Il
Monitoring and Evaluation workshop under which fisheries Master Plan for Mauritius was
elaborated. Projects enunciated in the Plan argltsarutinised by a multi-sectoral task force for
implementation.

Mr Speaker, Sir, fisheries constitutes a vital @eof economic activity for Mauritius and
it is crucial for us to conclude a strategic parsh@ in the fisheries sector with the European
Commission which is our main market for export efhfand fish products with duty-free
privileges. Conclusion of a Fisheries Partnergigpeement does not only guarantee sustainable
fishing activities, but also ensures the sustalitglmf our processing sector in the seafood hub.
A Fisheries Partnership Agreement and Protocolbegh concluded and initialled by both the
European Commission and Mauritius in February 20TR2e Fisheries Partnership Agreement
establishes the terms and conditions under whiskels registered in and flying the flag of the
European Union may carry out tuna fishing in Mausit waters in accordance with the
provisions of the United Nations Convention on ldg of the Sea, that is, UNCLOS and other
rules of international law and practices.

Here, | would also like to highlight that a privatempany already involved in fishing
and processing of tuna has shown a keen interetgister 5 purse seine fishing vessels in
Mauritius, Mr Speaker, Sir. The implementationtbis project is expected to result in the
landing of some 60,000 tonnes of tuna in Maurifargprocessing and eventually expori3onc,
encore la croissance! Nous pensons qu’avec cesmangeaux bateaux qui vont étre enregistrés

a Maurice, nous allons avoir quelque 60,000 tondeshon qui vont étrprocessed Maurice



This proposal is in line with our philosophy of laling a national fleet capacity to particularly
harness the resources in our watdts.cela va donner du travail a nos pécheurs. Damcaura
enfin une flotte de bateaux neufs dans notre p@gsicerning the sustainability issue as the
global demand for fish increases, so does our respidity to ensure the sustainability of our
finite fishery resources.

| believe that the solutions to ensure the vigbibf our marine ecosystems are to
influence the economic and social benefits thatld/@ome from rebuilding the fisheries which
are within reach. My Ministry is inspired to redbe efforts, so that we can reverse the decline
of fisheries by managing them for profit on a metstainable basis through the principles of
ecosystem approach to fisheries. My Ministry isoalsoming forward with a Fisheries
Management Plan for the shallow water demersal $ighcies of the Saya de Malha and
Nazareth banks of Mauritius.

Concerning lllegal, Unreported and Unregulatedifigh(lUU), we know, Mr Speaker,
Sir, that illegal fishing is a scourge which hadbeoeliminated. To curb down illegal fishing, my
Ministry is increasing crackdown operations to spgople from such illegal practices. From
February to date, around 1800 meters of illegliig nets, 95 units of illegally caught fish and
several underwater spear guns used for fishing haee seized, and we are continuing to crack
down those who indulge in illegal fishing, Mr SpegkSir. At regional level, my Ministry is
actively participating in the regional plan of camtand surveillance initiatives, enforcing laws
and regulations related to management measurd® dfigh migratory resources. Not less than
30 joint patrol missions were carried out from 208@d about 100 vessels controlled each year
at sea. The success of this operation is dueddaitt that there is the contribution of Indian
Ocean Countries (I0OC) Member States as far as gunteillance means are concerned, and
Mauritius participates in this very laudable irtiti.

Let us now come to aquaculture. Mr Speaker, $ir,vision is to make of Mauritius a
leader in this field because many African countrgst us to help them, but | believe we must
become a leader ourselves in order to help ouhérstand sisters of Africa. We are working
hard in this respect. As you are aware, coralsraeé some of the most diverse and valuable
ecosystems on earth. Most importantly, they prepdotection and shelter for many different
species of fish. Without coral reefs, these fighlaft homeless and cannot reproduce. They also

protect coasts from strong currents. Furthermavane fish stocking involves producing fish



fry or fingerlings, and releasing them into the.s&&sh stocking provides many benefits such as
increasing existing stock, and is recognised ®irmtportance to the fishing community in terms
of quality fishing, conservation outcomes, emplopmand subsequent economic benefits. As a
first step, with a view not to compromise the marimesources capacity to provide inherent
ecosystem goods and services, we have embarkedrajects in connection with marine
ranching, release of fish fingerlings and coralnfaay. On a déja commencé cela, M. le
président, avec mes collegues, le vice-Premier stn@i I'honorable Xavier Duval, et
’honorable Seetaram. On veut continuer a relackes petits poissons dans le lagon pour
replenish the lagoorOn a déja commencé avec les ‘Cordonniers’, et fa,heer, c'est la
‘Gueule Pavé’ qu'on peut faire reproduire, et ort es train de se préparer pour les relacher
dans le lagon.

Some 100,000 fingerlings have been produced amésel in the lagoons of Blue Bay,
Trou d’Eau Douce, Poste Lafayette and Riviere NoiBme 200,000 will be produced during
the course of the year for release at sea aroueddland.Beaucoup plus que 200,000 ; on veut
produire le maximum possible. On fait reproduire pmissons a Albion, et arrivé a un certain
stage on les relache dans le lagon. C’est un prepaie dans le domaine de I'aquaculture. Je
reste convaincu que la sécurité alimentaire moagiakse par I'aquaculture, et I'lle Maurice ne
fait pas exception. Au contraire, nous avons pugetard, et je veux qu’'on rattrape ce retard.
Tout derniérement, j'étais en Malaisie, et jaiquiils sont arrivés bien loin. Il y a des pécheurs
et des coopératives aquacoles qui produisent dastitgs phénoménales de poissons. lls sont
devenus multimillionnaires en élevant des poissdgant commencé avec I'élevage de crabes
dans des boites parce que les crabes étant camibalne peut pas les mettre ensemble. On doit
les mettre isolément dans des boites. La-bas,niiscammenceé cela, et on veut apporter leur
expertise a Maurice pour aider les pécheurs, gsaisnt a Maurice, Rodrigues, Agalega ou a St.
Brandon ; on veut les aider. C’est cela le cond&ptean StateM. le président.

A Trou d’Eau Douce, on a commenceé le projet pilptaur les pécheurs — jétais
accompagné par mon ami I'honorable Seetaram. Ondedonné des cages de poissons, des
fingerlings des petits poissons, et les poissons se porient ®n a commencé avec le ‘Berry
rouge’, et bientdt se sera la ‘Gueule pavé’, legudles etc ; des poissons qui valent de l'or.
Avant, les pécheurs étaient réticents, mais maamieon a une grande demande. Les pécheurs a

travers I'lle Maurice veulent qu’'on leur donne adeges de poissons. On veut travailler dans



cette direction parce que s’ils élévent des poissdamain eux-mémes vont dire * Ecoutez, on
ne va pas aller pécher des poissons sauvages, osandee nos filets, et on va aller vers
'aquaculture.” Ce sera tant mieux pour notre eyruiement et pour nos coraux, car il n’y aura
plus beaucoup de gens pour marcher dessus. Doneguwinaller dans cette direction, M. le

président.

Mr Speaker, Sir, we also need initiatives that \Wwilp increase returns to the fisheries
sector, by improving the image of its products déimgs satisfy the consumers through means
such as certification and eco-labelling. Consunaes more and more aware of the need for
sustainable fisheries development. It is high timefish and fish products to have an FAO
consistent standard for sustainability and envirental responsibility. My Ministry is working
on this endeavour because there are some couwtriek will not buy our fish if it is not fished
in a sustainable way, Mr Speaker, Sir, especi&liéyEuropean countries. This is why we want
sustainability to be high on our agenda.

We need to integrate technology in fisheries toedify and maximise outputs and
returns in a sustainable way while protecting theirenment. Thus, to support economic and
social development of the fishermen community, i essure the House that my Ministry will
pursue the programme of improving fisheries infiagure. In this context, we have started the
process for the construction of Case Noyale andl GfBau Douce Fisheries Posts — my friend,
hon. Seetaram, will be happy, | am sure - dredginigoat passages at Remy Ollier, Mahebourg
— my hon. friend Dr. Bunwaree also, | am sure, Wél happy - and the Fisheries and Training
Extension Centre (FITEC) at Pointe aux Sables. cEethe priority of the day should be
upgrade capacity and improve facilities at all lsveAs the saying goe€sn homme averti en
vaut deux.’

Fisheries policy is a science-based policy, aneérmea is the cornerstone of sound
decision making. In this context, my Ministry isirpuing discussions with the Norwegian
authorities, with a view to establishing a stratggartnership for the Albion Fisheries Research
Centre to foster and strengthen cooperation inarebeand scientific networks in the areas of
fisheries research within the framework for the lienpentation of ecosystem approach to
fisheries management. This will also help us touaegadditional knowledge on their marine

ecosystem for their use in planning and monitoring.



M. le président, laissez-moi maintenant dire quetgmots sur Rodrigue¥/hen we are
talking of le concept d’Etat-océan, je pense que nos ilesuetput Rodrigues, a un role tres
important & jouer dans ce domaine. Pour la ré@ussitce concept d’Etat-océan, Rodrigues a un
réle trés important a jouer de par sa positioneshain Agaléga aussi peut jouer un tres grand
réle de par sa position dans le nord. Je vaisegmie.
Concernant Rodrigues, M. le président, en tant déeuté de Rodrigues, avant les
élections régionales, javais dit qu’il fallait ander le RRA Actpour qu’on puisse avoir un
gouvernement stable, qu’importe qui gagne les iélest qu’'on ait un gouvernement stable. 1l'y
en a qui n‘'ont pas voulu, et, aujourd’hui, les @ments me donnent raison. Nous avons un
gouvernement minoritaire a Rodrigues, avec 48% 'électorat ayant voté pour lui. Dans
'opposition, nous avons 52% et on a du faire agpahe clause dRRA Actpour donner un
député en plus au parti qui est au gouvernementekamnent a Rodrigues. Donc, ils sont trés
forts, 48 % contre 52% dans I'opposition. Bonjdarstabilité ! Avec un membre en majorité,
je leur souhaite bonne chance. Je ne vais paspdlie loin, ils sont forts, tres forts. Je leur
souhaite bonne chance parce que je sais ce qasse p l'intérieur. 1l n’y a pas qu’a Maurice
gu’il y a quelques cinémas qui se passent, maigdrifues aussi. On peut le cacher autant
gu’on le veut, mais cela va sortir. C’est commédulmée. Cela va sortir, on est a peine cinq
mois depuis les élections et je n’ai jamais vu aovgrnement régional devenir impopulaire en
si peu de temps.
(Interruptions)

On en reparlera, mon ami.
(Interruptions)

Nous sommes des amis. Je ne dis pas cela méchamieesuis objectif.
(Interruptions)

M. le président, je reste convaincu qu'on devrppater les amendements nécessaires,
pour gue quiconque remporte les élections a Roesigee parti-la ait une majorité forte sinon il
y aura l'instabilité. On a eu presqu’une dizair@attions en 10 ans. On va féter les 10 ans de
'autonomie cette année, on a eu une dizaine diéle Je me demande combien de pays ...

(Interruptions)
C’est cela l'instabilité. Chez eux-aussi, il y & @es transfuges! Mais, ce qui se passe, c’est

gu’il y a l'instabilité. Il ne faut pas se voiléa face, que ce soit de notre cb6té ou de leur cote,



l'instabilité est la. Il faut changer cela. Siest d’accord, on y va. Je ne pense pas seuleément
nous, je pense aux générations futures, aux ap#es qui vont venir. |l faut leur léguer un
systeme appropri€, un systéme qui va garantialilgé a Rodrigues. Heureusement, le peuple
Rodriguais est un peuple calme et doux sinon oaitaau plus de problemes. C’est bon de
réflechir. Je ne suis pas en train d’attaquerstaddjectif. Il ne faut pas se voiler la face. Le
probleme est Ia, il faut le regarder en face.
(Interruptions)

M. le président, autre chose qui m’'inquiete a Rpgrs. Pendant qu’on était au
gouvernement a Rodrigues, la productivité n'a cességmenter. Aujourd’hui, je suis inquiet.
Cette année, on a eu plus de pluie que 'annéaalderymais la productivité agricole a diminué.

Pourquoi? Parce qu’'on n’a pas envoyeé les tractpuand il le faut chez les planteurs.

(Interruptions)

M. le président, concernant le secteur péche, laanales pécheurs, on I'a fermée. C’est
malheureux on a travaillé trés dur pour que lespéaaives de péche puissent avoir leurs
bateaux pour aller en haute mer. On a créé uite flie bateaux pour aller pécher en haute mer.
Qu’est-ce qui se passe aujourd’hui? Ces bateantxasquai. Pourquoi? lls ont osé fermer la
maison des pécheurs. lls n'ont plus de glacer'dat plus de place pour mettre leurs poissons.
Est-ce que c’est comme-ca qu’'on va travailler ptaurpays? En s’occupant des petites
peccadilles, en oubliant les secteurs économiqeésodirigues !

Moi, je dis une chose et je parle en toute objéétivi out gouvernement qui se respecte
doit savoir qu’il y a deux secteurs ou il ne faasaire de la démagogie. C’est I'économie d’'un
pays et I'environnement parce que cela touche ®unhonde. On peut s’attaquer, on peut
discuter, mais I'économie, c’est important. L'evinement, c’est sacré. On doit tomber
d’accord la-dessus. Je crois que c’est faire mraleslargesse d’esprit. Il faut aller dans cette
direction. A Rodrigues, je lance un appel, il fallér dans cette direction. Il y a des gros psoje
gui sont en panne: le port, l'aéroport, le cabléoqye, les pécheurs, les agriculteurs. Il ne faut
pas politiser ces secteurs. Il faut laisser viwg gens, parce que I'économie de Rodrigues est en
panne. Vous allez a Rodrigues, vous voyez les,danpremiere chose qu’ils vous disent :

« Danspince, pena narien, cent pieds dans poche.»



La pauvreté s’est accaparée d’'un grand nombre emees. Pourquoi, M. le président?
Suivez-mon regard, vous comprendrez ce qui se @asdedrigues. Il y a des gens qui disent
gu’'on a dilapidé les fonds. M. le président, oit gae quand on prépare un budget, avec le
PBB, chaque sous qui est déperisénust be accounted for Si on a mis de I'argent pour
construire une route, pour nettoyer un réservoifaut que l'argent soit utilisé a ses fins.
Comme un gouvernement responsable, c’est ce qufait.aOn a lancé léender pour que le
travail continue. Il 'y a ce qu'on appelle la pemmace de I'Etat. Si on n’avait pas fait cela,
certains contracteurs qui construisaient les rowtdsa fin de leur contrat, ils partiraient et les
pauvres travailleurs seraient mis a la rue. Oaitack qu'il fallait pour que personne ne perde
son emploi. Mais, eux, qu’est-ce qu’ils disseit/hen we have committed the money, they said
«zot finn pran l'argent, inn mett dan zott pochetoh aller. » Démagogie! J'espére qu'ils
vont cesser avec cela. Quand eux ils sont pastisnt laissé sur nos bras, deux écoles et on a di
trouver de l'argent pour construire ces écoles. ofttn’a jamais dit que vous avez pris tout
'argent et vous étes partis avec. Il ne fautfa@r® de la démagogie sur I'économie d’'un pays.
Il faut dire les choses telles qu’elles sont. r@scgue la population arrive a comprendre de plus
en plus ou se trouve les gens sérieux. Qui sergdas sérieux? Qui sont les gens qui ne parlent
gue pour parler ? lls ne font que parler, pageuyr essayer d’émouvoir certaines personnes.

M. le président, je ne vais pas m’étayer davantagdessus. Les gros projets sont en
panne. Jespére qu’ils vont se ressaisir, maisy @onclure, je dirai qu'avec la vision du
gouvernement de développer le potentiel de nomedetéan, M. le président, essayons de réver
pour notre république. Verrons-nous demain le pertSt James a Agaléga étre ouvert pour
accueillir des bateaux. On peut avoir des pontlatignts pour accueillir des bateaux de péche
ou autre qui croisent dans la région nord de I'océaien. lls pourront venir débarquer leurs
marchandises, leurs poissons a Agaléga. Si orcétat beaucoup de bateaux s’arréteraient a
Agaléga.

Verrons-nous demain le port de Port Mathurin étreeat au trafic, pour que les bateaux
venant de l'est, les bateaux de péche péchant #uds Chagos, qui est notre archipel - les
Chagos forment partie de I'état mauricien - noseéat de péche qui viendraient de 13,
passeraient par Rodrigues ? A I'époque ol quandelex ‘Mauritius’ allait aux Chagos, il

passait par Rodrigues avant de rallier Maurice.



Verrons-nous demain le port de Port Mathurin éwgedt pour le transbordement de
poissons et, que sais-je, des nodules polymétaligarce que la mer aux environs de Rodrigues
abonde en nodules polymétalliques riches en masga@n¥errons-nous demain le port de St
James ou le Port de Port Mathurin étre utilisé cenport de transbordement, pour transborder
d’autres minerais qui se trouvent dans notre plateatinental, Saya de Malha ? Je ne sais pas !
Y aura t-il du pétrole la-bas, y aura-t-il du gaz @n ne sait pas ! Il faut aller prospecter et je
pense qu'on va aller dans cette direction. C’esi@u’on va faire de sorte que toutes les iles de
notre République Archipel puissent jouer un rélepamant dans la grande République de
Maurice.

Verrons-nous un systéme de cabotage, un projétesiacnotre ami, le secrétaire général,
M. Jean Claude de I'Estrac,lddian Ocean Commissipgui pense que ce serait bien d’avoir un
systeme de cabotage pour desservir les iles déaloindien ? Verrons-nous ce systeme de
cabotage passer par les iles de I'océan indienois ldvons des ports qui peuvent étre mis a
contribution parce que, M. le président, commeégedit lors de mon dernier discours, imaginez
un bateau sortant de I'Australie, d’Indonésie, 'ttelé qui passe devant Rodrigues pour venir a
Maurice. Le bateau prend 36 heures pour venir arida et 36 heures pour retourner. Si des
gue le bateau pénétre dans n&E, il y a un port, il débarque les marchandises gante C'est
aux bateaux mauriciens de faire le cabotage ewttel Buis et Port Mathurin ou le port St James
d’Agaléga et Port Louis. C’est tant mieux pour Meersi on arrive a établir ce systeme de
cabotage. On pourrait économiser pas mal d’argebavenir, verrons-nous cela ? Je pense que
tout cela forme partie de ce concept d’Etats-ockhare président.

Donc, M. le président, ce gouvernement veut tréecesoie pour que les citoyens de la
grande Républigue mauricienne ou qu’ils habitente @e soit a Maurice, a Rodrigues, a
Agaléga, a St Brandon, a Tromelin, aux Chagos, spuis vivre mieux a l'avenir. Le
gouvernement a traceé la voie et tous les minigt@sembres qui sont la s’attelent a la tache. On
veut faire de sorte que cela marche. On veut &aiencer les idées nouvelles comme le concept
Etats-océan et je suis sOr qu'avec de la bonnentél@vec de I'enthousiasme, on réussira parce
gue nous avons une alliance qui marche, une adlisntide, une alliance qui veut du bien pour
notre pays.

Je vous remercie, M. le président.

(12.24 p.m.)



Mr C. Fakeemeeah (Third Member for Port Louis Maritime & Port Louis East): Mr
Speaker, Sir, allow me, first of all, on behalfraf electorate and my party, on behalf of all
Members of this House to congratulate you on yd¢ectin to this office.

(Interruptiong

As a representative and spokesman of the genebdicpuam not here to criticise only
for the sake of criticism. | feel deeply honoured grivileged to intervene on the Government
Programme delivered by the Acting President, whamongratulate also on 16 July 2012. | hope
that the speech was r@imise en scene enable Government to come forward with thetelac
of a new Deputy Speaker to this House, but thedther serves its pledge to move the nation
really forward and this will be my main focus todgjobally as locally.

Going forward, Mr Speaker, means that you neethmastormation in all the political,
economical and social system of the country. Yoomnoa go forward when the wealth of this
country is concentrated in the hands of a few pexsdrue it is, it is our duty to build a desirable
democratic society where all human potentials cteldichly realised.

Since 1968, our successive Governments have emchttr correct this imbalance by
helping some less favoured persons to enter tha diebusiness and establish themselves, but
this is not enough, Mr Speaker, Sir. | have noteat this Government is committed with its
democratisation project but, at the same time, Vehabserved that the traditional economic
players have developed new strategies to block players in what they consider to be their
‘chassé gardé’.

It was almost surprising that an influential playldte the Mauritius Commercial Bank,
all of a sudden decided to go into some ecologioatept with a mass advertising campaign, as
soon as two promoters from the non sugar barondekkto enter into energy production. This is
why | fear that Government intentions to move thgan forward may be jeopardised because of
those conflicting interest of the powerful economplayers of our country. | listened to all
Ministers, | am proud of them, the goodwill arerthéo move the nation forward. 1 listened to
most of them, all our speeches in our last GovemrReogramme can only come into practice
with legislation. We cannot rely on good faith betprivate sector as we shall move nowhere.
There need to be a change in mentality from tagrassroots level.

| am asking Government to give the direction and phiorities, set the targets and

achieve our goals. We have to look at the well-dpeah our people. Let us reflect on what is



going on in the world around us. | appeal, Mr Sgealsir, to the conscience of the Members of
the House. There seems to be an economic systeos@udn our today’s world, of which our
Government is certainly part of; an economic systeat appears to be very much strange; an
economy in which wealth no longer circulates; amneey in which the rich will stay
permanently rich forever and ever and the poomigrisoned in permanent poverty forever and
ever; an economy in which the rich is growing evelner and richer while the masses around the
world are now being imprisoned in new slavery.

Yes, Mr Speaker, Sir, in this imposed new worldeoydhe world is to be run by the rich
for the rich. The ruling group - in most of the otues, it is like that - for example, in Italy,eh
ruling group could not be popularly elected, bugythrepresent tremendous financial power
which, for the most part, does not benefit the camrmeople. Governance, Mr Speaker, Sir, is
increasingly in the hands of huge private instita$ and their representative in the House.

Those institutions unfortunately, are totalitasan character ruled by dictatorial system
where power over investment decisions is centidlesgd exempted from influence and control
by workers and communities. Vast unemployment ealisequently persist alongside with huge
demand for labour, but the economic system canrioglogether needed work and the idle
hands of suffering people. In brief, the prevalaconomic system in the world is a catastrophic
failure.

Of course, Mr Speaker, Sir, although it is a falut is hailed as a grand success yet for a
narrow sector of privileged people, and although torld economic forum threatens the
survival of our species and cause for a shift shggm, no one cares stilMéme le Directeur
de la Banque de Maurice, dans le sens de sa reapding, est venu dire cette vérité -

“If we do not shift our economic paradigm in thenmdng month, we will be hit by

unprecedented economic calamities.”

How, then, Mr Speaker, Sir, do we respond to thigal situation? How do we address
this catastrophic failure if not by a shift of pdigm, as | claimed throughout my presence in this
House? There emerged from the long-prevailed systiee lonely suffering crowd who have
lost close human relations. In this situation, $freaker, Sir, the recovery of our humanities is
strongly cried for. The meaning of life and spiat value are eagerly sought for, and the
awakening of the moral mind of each member of $p¢ias become crucial. We are witnessing,

during this very time, a loss of ethics in businesterprises as the progress of industrialisation



has brought about public nuisance and destructidgheoenvironment. Manipulation of life has
been made possible scientifically. This is whéme ¢stablishment of morals and social norms
which are fit for the new age has, therefore, bex@am urgent task of our rulers. If we do not
shift, Government will fail even with this prograrem| will voice out what | appreciate in it, but
we have to start a shift as emerging realities regintt the long-prevailing westernised
ultraliberal economy based on capitalism. An immatx shift of paradigns’impose, M. le
président

We should be realist and courageous in our politlad to free ourselves from the
slavery and dominion of the western masters to éneedemocracy, our new Republic and to
shift to where lies salvation. Time is not to deban yet outdated issues aiming, to my opinion -
this is my opinion - to divert the public opiniomanipulating the public attention. To my
understanding of the world economy and what is gg@n around us, when we ponder deeply
into the critical situation, it is my opinion, Eurs going to crash. The dollar also is going to
crash. Are we then waiting for the economic nawgan this era of austerity already hitting
strongly Europe and their allies with no soon reggvin view? Are we waiting for the evil
pulling the string behind the curtains, the ocdalces who are planning for disasters for the
world masses? Are we waiting for them?

We need to infuse a new lifeblood into the veinsof nation for its march onwards.
Yes, Mr Speaker, Sir, moving the nation forwardaisd should be the very aim of every
Mauritian soul and | believe we do have on our pebple endowed with peculiar capacities and
vitalities to share responsibilities in this aclament that need a relatively free mind, free from
Zionist doctrines, enslavement, free from local aagional racialism and ethnical influences,
free from greediness for money and fame.

| am deceived by numerous attempts to restrictviddal liberty and freedom of
expression in our country. This is a personal pgge and, as always, | speak my mind. Only
recently, we learned that an adviser of the Goventrwent to the IBA to look for the numbers
of callers in phone-in programmes. We have had#tecase of the arrest and detention of Mr
Imran Hosany in Alcatraz under pressure of thehl@overnment who have, themselves,
forgotten their bloody history with IRA and worse was handcuffed in his hospital bed. There
have been attempts to close and pressurise priadi@s. These are facts, and these facts won't

allow our nation to make the giant leap to take ttmuntry forward in future.



As a Member of this august Assembly on this sideth&f House, | am taking my
responsibility to address this august Assemblyabse we must take bold decision. My appeal
to Government is that we must take the bank to. t&lr banks have an antisocial role; some of
them have major interests in too many sectors laayg often kill projects of business opponents
by tightening up finances. Banks should not forgko allowed them to survive and be in such
a healthy situation. They cannot have only a meichhrole of lending money and bloodsuck
borrowers afterwards. The Governor of the BanMatiritius should be given more powers to
exercise his role. Even the vice-Prime Ministed avinister of Finance and Economic
Development, hon. Xavier-Luc Duval, agrees that Hamks are abusing the public with
abnormal charges being levied on their servicesHdng Kong, Mr Speaker, Sir, a publication
has this to say -

“Recent revelations in Europe and the United Stabsut cunning, corrupt and

sometimes criminal ways that big banks and findnctanpanies have used to make

money are leading to a fine steam of moral indigmatnd outrage. Politicians and

financial regulators have joined in the chorus ahdemnations. It is great theatre, but
the authorities are still shuffling the blame betwehemselves. Are the myriad devious -
even "devilish" would not be too strong a word ya/éhat the "banksters" have devised
to make money finally catching up with them? Thalmproof of progress will be when

shareholders summon their courage to curb bank geaments, reduce their ridiculous

salaries and generally clean house; when politicget their act together to cut too-big-
to-fail (TBTF) banks down to size; when regulatstsp slapping wrists with small fines

and bring criminal charges against the biggest &imng.”

‘Banksters’, Mr Speaker, Sir, is the portmanteaudyoade of bankers and gangsters.

“This is the truth which seems all the more appiiprgiven ongoing revelation about

market-rigging have shown that a culture of greed a&orruption has infected the

financial business in the West.”

Coming to my fight against poverty, this was mydgle and this was my commitment.
J'ai prété sermenin the House for it. | have long proposed thatceene out with dedicated
counters known aboutiques des pauvresl have already launched five in the country.t Bu
would like that Government gives a strong hand tfoboutiques des pauvre® help the

downtrodden overcome their difficulties. It is #nto have a 5-year policy and attain self-



sufficiency. We can do it. Ownership and partitipn are key requirements for effective
natural resource management solutions and sustaidalelopments. For future poverty relief
programmes to succeed, Mauritius must advancesftsm even further; uphold the spirit of
hard work and diligence; explore new means of dgweent that fit local conditions, and
mobilise the whole society in the cause.

The Chinese President recently emphasised thatoverty relief programmes, priority
must be given to minority ethnic areas, borders@raad extremely poor areas. It is well known
in our country: Roche Bois, Vallée Pitot, Tranquebsallée des Prétres and so many. | am
talking about Port Louis because | am elected irt Pauis. We are very much aware of the ill
effects that grinding and widespread poverty cangbto our country and its people. It can
engulf communities and social sectors and mayamesinitted from one generation to another. It
shortens lifespan, dissipates the human spiritdesofamily and community values, and
ultimately destroys the social and economic fabfia nation.

We must introduce the concept of entrepreneurshijpekey to alleviating poverty. The
concept of entrepreneurship, Mr Speaker, Sir, @ atiracting worldwide attention, and it has
become one of the main drivers of economic grovntrepreneurship, as | define it, is simply
the capacity to see an idea, an opportunity, amdjiog the capital, knowledge partners and the
managerial skills needed to develop, and then ngakisustainable. If we are to address the
issue of poverty with some degree of success, ieaelhistory will tell us that we have no
choice, but to turn into an actively encouragedepreneurial venture.

There is a relationship between a country’s le¥edamnomic development and its level
and type of entrepreneurial activity. At low lewdl per capita GDP, the country’s industry is
composed mainly of small scale enterprises. WHen ger capita income increases, the
industrialisation and economies of scale will tiesflow larger and established firms to satisfy the
increasing demand of growing markets. Entreprestepy Mr Speaker, Sir, through innovation,
contributes concrete and significant improvementhim quality of life. We must keep in mind
that entrepreneurship does not just help at masrel in terms of creating stable and sustainable
employment for individuals. At a micro level, mpacts positively in a nation’s GDP, while

entrepreneurship can deliver very positive chamydise lives of people at the grassroots level.



In his book ‘The Fortune at the Bottom of the PyidinkEradicating Poverty Through
Profits’, C. K. Prahalad argues that by regardhregworld's masses, who he terms "the bottom of
the pyramid" as potential customers, businessesrenpoor will be better off. To quote —

“For more than 50 years, the World Bank, donorarej various aid agencies, national

governments, and lately civil society organisatjomave all fought the good fight but

have not eradicated poverty. If we stop thinkindhef poor as victims or as a burden and

start recognising them as resilient and creativeepreneurs and value-conscious

consumers, a whole new world of opportunity willkeapup. Four billion poor can be the

engine of the next round of global trade and progpé..) and a source of innovations.”
There is a need for entrepreneurship revolutiohhlbte we are only harassingrchants
ambulants We have to do away with this mentality.

Concerning social housing, Mr Speaker, Sir, | canmalerstand till now why | have not
been given land to build 5,000 units; not from yowwney, but | will bring it from abroad. |
cannot understand why till now | stretch my arm®um democracy; give me the chance, once
again, to build 5,000 units for the poor familieBhis should be an issue above politics, please!
Africa and the Gulf countries, this is where we dldday emphasis for progress. Growth is in
Africa. | can be the perfect link to get help frd&ulf countries for our nation. But here,
Government also is turning a blind eye and a deaft@ me. If we realise, we have just seen
how Gulf airlines continue to shine. Qatar Airwagngapore Airlines - best economy class
catering; Cathay Pacific Airways, Etihad Airwaybest first class seats; Emirates, best in-flight
entertainments; Malaysian Airlines, best cabinfst@buth African Airways - best airline in
Africa; British Airways up to 16 places; Air Framand Air Mauritius, down three places.

The Euro zone - time has come for us to look farraain source of income. Euro zone
trouble will not end in the days to come; ratheryegars. So, let’s turn to the new emerging
blocks, the BRIC, as | heard our hon. Minister ofdtgn Affairs, that | appreciate so much, say.
Let’s turn to Brazil; let’s turn to India; let's o to China; let’s turn to Africa, the new emerging
blocks.

Concerning Agalega, Chagos and international diplom please, Mr Speaker, Sir,
through you, | appeal to the conscience of the Hou3o not sell Agalega to any foreign power!

(Interruptions)



As representative of this island in this House ulsirsay that | am not happy with what | read in
the Indian press. | wish also that our internatlatiplomacy be set up in regard to Chagos.
(Interruptions)

Electoral reforms - this is long overdue, but westmot take constitutional guarantees
from the minorities. Do not touch the ‘Best LoSatstem’ please, and see to it that every voice
counts! More power for the Prime Minister and Ipssver for the people! Why?

(Interruptions)

If liberty means anything, it means the right tib people what they do not want to hear.
This has been quoted by George Orwell in the peed¢cAnimal Farm’. All of us know it. We
have often heard from those in power, from whateggime they are, that the changes they want
to make for their country to progress will be slowdown if they have to comply with the
bureaucratic procedures imposed on them. Thidsslately not the case. There is enough
room for decisions to be taken without being paadly by rigid procedures. It only requires
good planning, some imagination, but without commging on transparency, accountability
and, above all, ensuring that each rupee whicpasatscontributes to enhancing the service to the
public. Besides being imaginative, without compiging accountability, public sector officials
have room for emergency decisions, provided thatetlis no abuse of emergencies or resorting
to fast track for all decisions.

What is needed is that no one should be favouredhithypg behind such emergency
decisions. The public officers, responsible forfting emergency specifications, should ensure
that these are not tailor-made to suit one suppbet rather to meet public interest. All
throughout the process of reaching a decisiongtekould be checks and balances to ensure that
judgmental errors or biases are eliminated andaatbrs are taken into consideration to avoid
huge variation in contrast due to deliberate orugem omissions in the requirements. Where
needed expert advice should be sought if the egpeid not available inside the Government
itself.

Above all, change and progress are not incompawitle democracy, unlike what some
autocrats tend to believe in any changed procesisdavelopment is one. Without involving the
participation of those likely to be affected by thecision, the change will not be successful and
sustainable. Change involves change in mindsehaopeople believe and embrace the change.

Sometimes, there is resistance, but Governmentldgy to explain the change if it is in the



long-term interest of the nation. They need tehsto criticisms and adjust accordingly. But they
cannot ignore nor succumb to resistance to chdrey want to make fundamental and lasting
change that will not be overturned by the nextmegout of egocentricism.

It requires a lot of humility from a leader to hednat is unpleasant to his ears, but it also
requires people to be bold enough to tell whatrthefessional conscience dictates them to say.
Our leaders should respect the fundamental righits people. People should be free to express
themselves and give their opinions on Governmenisams. Our Prime Minister always says
that he welcomes criticisms provided it is madeggaod faith and without any hidden agenda.
This is very great words from our Prime Ministehi§ means that no one should be victimised
for his or her opinion, that the press should ke,fthat there is no interference in the operationa
decision of the public institution.

As all Ministers talk about their programme, | wgliote some words from us, the FSM
and it is important that | quote it here so thabeécomes more common to you. “We stand for
what?» Et ¢ca c’est noir sur blanc. On a partage gé 20,000 exemplaires dans le pays.

L’objectif de notre action politique. La politiqeesa noblesse. Quel malheur a ceux qui
subissent I'irresponsabilité des politiciens maisai La spiritualité compense tout déséquilibre
dans I'action politique et c’est la population gui sort gagnante. De nombreuses personnes sont
bafouées et humiliées dans leurs droits fondamentégalement opprimées et sujettes aux
discriminations inhumaines. Elles sont défavossétedélaissées. Face a cette situation indigne,
se situe l'obligation pressante pour nous, pour F8®cet éveil politique. C’est de la que
remonte notre conviction au FSM d’étre au serviaepduple pour le plaisir de Dieu. Nous
voulons, par la suite, assurer que la justice prije la solidarité s’'implante et que I'honnéteté
et la transparence prévalent. C’est sur cetteévésitdamentale qu'il est possible de construire
une société saine, stable et démocratique ou piévawne liberté réelle. L’exigence de notre
émergence et notre participation dans le pays.ddgradation sociale et culturelle qui prévaut
actuellement a fait émerger le FSM d’urgence comme grace divine. Lorsque la décadence
devient évidente, la volonté divine se manifestémergence comme un rempart a la décadence,
la dégénération, 'immoralité, la discriminationl'etjustice.

Mr Speaker: Hon. Member, how long are you going to take?

Mr Fakeemeeah | believe, five minutes.

Mr Speaker: Carry on!



Mr Fakeemeeah: On ne peut pas étre antidémocratique ou encorpaamdtique en
s’éloignant du débat sur le programme gouvernerhahbas qu’'un seul de nos lignesuld
contribute to the salvation of our natiomous, et le gouvernement aussi bien que I'opjposit
nous sommes les élus du peuple pour animer ledsddbas la maison du peuple, surtout dans
un moment aussi crucial ou nous devons mieux noaper pour résister a I'impact des chocs
d’'une récession globale. On est la, M. le prédijdam milieu des avertissements persistants et
grandissants d’'une perspective économique glolmldétériorant alors qu’on n’est méme pas
rétabli de la crise financiere qui frappe le monidlg. a quatre ans I'’économie mondiale, M. le
président, est instable et la, tous, nous devansli® les épaules pour soulager notre peuple,
amortir les caprices de cette économie mondiatalhes.

Mr Speaker, Sir, two recent cases have shakeneputtation on the international scene.
We have, first, got the scandal at the Board oéstment. And, second, we have got the traffic
of firearms to the Soviet that the hon. Prime Migmigust talked about. We, in the FSM, we are
pretty well aware about who are concerned in tresndals and we are connected to the
international agencies. | am shocked by the timsgction of the authorities in both cases.
Instead of taking action, negotiations are takitag® on the back of the population. Is this the
way that we are going to move the country forwa@Ettainly not, Mr Speaker, Sir! | am
appalled by the magnitude of these affairs. My telate wants answers and, above all, who is
making money on their back and who is fooling thertiere are some powerful people who
want to shut down the liberty of expression. Eves léithi Lynn Austin, the Executive Director
of the NGO Conflict Awareness Project knows it &ag publicly declared. | quote -

“We are very concerned about pressures which miapitnfreedom of the press and,

therefore, are also getting in touch with interoiaél organisations mandated to support

journalists and press entities in such situations”.
What a shame, Mr Speaker, Sir? What if it weregtarte and members of my party implicated in
these sagas? Des soldats, des hélicoptéres et mésnbombardiers auraient participé au
barricadement de notre quartier général et mémenaison et des menottes spéciales auraient
été mises en action pour m’arréter.

(Interruptions)



Things have changed now, but | have to speak mydnit la machine a propagande des
militants aurait été mise en marche pour démadqueafia qu’aurait été Cehl Meea. Que font
les autorités? But | appreciate the Prime Minitited about the issue.

(Interruptions)
It will take me five minutes, please! This is wHaappreciated from the Government. And |
have to mention it, please! The FSM thanks the @owent for new dynamics - although, in the
same paradigm, but we have to shift, | said it KSreconomic policies, strategies and measures
enunciated in the Government Programme that wasoprwed by the Ag. President in the
National Assembly.

As regards public finances, we welcome the efforaden in public debt where
Government borrowing as a share of GDP stands %t &@wvn from 64% in 2005. This is the
first time in many years that Government is achigva surplus in its current account. All
Government debts are going into funding public aeatvestment in infrastructure, schools,
hospitals, etc. Government is not borrowing to f@ycurrent expenditure such as salaries for
civil servants and other administrative expensa$;apsation and rationalisation of some
parastatal organisations and State-owned compargeall on the cards. | notice it well. This is
vital for the Government. We cannot have our Statd parastatal organisations having high
costs, but poor service delivery. Government hadits last Budget, identified a number of
organisations like the Casino of Mauritius to be far sale. In fact, | would recommend the
closure of gambling houses altogether in Mauriamsl Rodrigues. It is killing the social and
moral fabric of our society.

Concerning developing new industries, Governmenpr@moting a new concept of
Ocean States - God be thanked for it. This sugdkatsGovernment’s vision is to fully exploit
the country’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) anadntilr into a thriving economic space.
Nonetheless, the Government Programme is shopeaifics. There is no mention of the kind of
activities that will be promoted in the EEZ apadnrh the fact that the Mauritius Oceanographic
Institute will lead initiatives in this area. A feyears ago, Government launched the Land-based
Oceanic Industry which is yet to take off.

Investment promotion will be encouraged in new @acbf economy that are likely to
support a qualitative transformation of the econo@gvernment’s target is to focus foreign



direct investment promotion efforts to sectors withh wage potentials. We appreciate it in the
FSN. Strengthening existing industries is what ae do for the time being until the shift comes.

The tourism industry will pursue products and madieersifications. The objective is to
increase the number of tourists visiting Mauritausd to provide them with opportunities to
spend more during their stay on the island. We meerk effort to encourage tourists to spend
outside the resort hotel. This will give a boost tte SME sector. | would recommend
Government to encourage, if need be, some hotelpdn access to our SMEs.

In the manufacturing sector, Government will proenatdevelopment strategy based on a
cluster approach. Government has plans to buitticdeed technology parks for the promotion
and specialised activities in pharmaceutical andioa¢ devices, high precision engineering and
other sectors. All this is good, but how do we neaitkese products? We should encourage our
local companies to purchase these goods as wielbkimg for exports.

In the global business sector, we need to encousd@mic finance. We started it before;
we need to strengthen this encouragement becaissa wide space open to the Arab countries
to come here to invest. | see little effort to makauritius for this for the time being. It is a
crime by banks to penalise many poor people. Tmalpefees applied by banks are unfair. |
mentioned it before. Why do our banks charge audsshment fee from the loan applied by an
individual? Worse, Government charges registrafiees! Unfair, | say! We should make
capitalisation of interests illegal. The decisiodn@overnment to make it easier for SMEs to
access finance is already giving positive results.

With these words, | thank you, Mr Speaker, Simljast cutting short.

Thank you.

At 1.10 p.m. the sitting was suspended.

On resuming at 2.44 p.m. with Mr Speaker in theiCha

The vice-Prime Minister, Minister of Public Infrastruct ure, National Development
Unit, Land Transport and Shipping (Mr A. Bachoo): Mr Speaker, Sir, allow me to
congratulate you for your election as Speakerlllalso wish to place on record my appreciation
for hon. Mrs Kalyanee Juggoo for having presenteel motion in favour of Government
Programme for 2012-2015.

Mr Speaker, Sir, this Government is in power foe thst two years. When we were

elected, it was under the bannen’éfliance de I'Avenir Unfortunately, after a few months, the



massive resignation which was well planned, wdttdated, evilly motivated and ill inspired by
some evil genius, particularly, in the absence wf Brime Minister, was nothing short of a
national calamity. It was, in fact, a treacheroa a treacherous machination. It was just a stab
at the back. That showed their real face. Unfotielga for them, they underestimated the
capacity and the inner force of the Prime Ministethe face of adversity. They mistook the lion
for a sheep. That reminds me what one of my forteachers used to say: “In all adversities,
there is in its depth, a treasure of spiritual fileg secretly hidden.” What happened, happened
for the good, and we do not regret for that. Buaitnk bad is that these people who were with us,
claiming to be our friends and our partners, wezally underachievers, mischief makers,
gossipmongers; they were rumourmongers; they warkirtgers of misfortunatprophetes de
malheur mere demagogues. That reminds me of what a freénmdine told me, that they were
just like a breed of vultures and opportunists, tiwgi to make a quick buck and then to
disappear; self-centred politicians only looking floeir own selves. They claim that they know
the price of everything but, in fact, the valuenothing, mere critics. And critics, Mr Speaker,
Sir, though they were in Government, from the bale&y were backbiting. Critics can never be
leaders. Critics can only be dealers. They canbsemvers, they can never be performers. This is
what | feel about them. They shirked from theirpa@ssibilities, they took to their heels. They
developed fatalistic attitude, jealous by nature] gealousy is the tribute that they are paying to
us today. Mr Speaker, Sir, | get the feeling tha&tythave become career critics, just as we have
got career diplomats. Criticising everything, mepportunists and they were harbingers of bad
news all the time, energy suckers, spreading p#syof rumours against the Prime Minister and
against the Government.

Mr Speaker, Sir, what we know is that attitudeifa } if we are politicians - has to be
positive. Harvard University conducted a survey aodcluded that 85% cause of success in life
is because of positive attitude and 15% is becafisgelligence and knowledge. So, attitude has
to be positive. If attitude is negative like we has MSM were behaving, life is restricted,
success is limited. That is why the message | lhawgve to them is they have to think of the
best, work for the best and expect the best, aarealoing, on this side of the House. When |
look at them, that reminds me of a book which trebout 30 years ago, “The Autobiography of
Adolph Hitler”, where he mentioned: “In order tacktto power, in order to remain in power,

create fictitious enemies if you have to and shbet tyour country is in danger, that scares



people, as one old fellow is doing outside, outghen public meetings. So, show your country is
in danger, that scares people” and when peoplesaaeed, it is easy to enslave them. This is
what they want to do, Mr Speaker, Sir. If you gmtlgh the programme of the Government, you
will see, we do not want to survive on lies andgéapromises, we do not want to survive on
emotions and sentiments, we do not want to creatélicts and conflagrations, we do not want
to create political fortunes on the misfortunesthad people. As the Prime Minister, on many
occasions, had said: “Our mission, if possiblépis/ipe every tear from every eye. Our mission
is to help the poor, the down-trodden and everyboayur country.”

Mr Speaker, Sir, we believe in strong leadershig Néve a leader who is exquisitely
honest. He means what he says and he says whatdresnHe is ferociously humble, his deeds
reflect his creed. Just let me take us a littlebbitk. Once he was campaigning in a poor village
and he learned that, in one house, there weretiwdests; one could not go to school if the other
one is going, only because of transport problenmanédiate decision was taken: “Once in
power, | will have to support these people.” Hetkap words; he was a man of his words.

Another example, while he was campaigning, he tedinat old people, helpless,
desperate, needed additional pension, needed suppaiook the pledge that once in power in
1995, he would double the pension of those pedfaedid it. So, we believe in a leader. Being a
leader, is not about being right; it is about doimgat is right. A good leader always serves the
nation. A bad leader makes the nation serve hirat fitakes the difference, Mr Speaker, Sir.

As | have just mentioned, at least, we have a gaBovernment. We have somebody
who cares and someone who listens, who is at tble éed call of those who are at the lowest
strata of the ladder. | heard my friend, hon. Fakegah, this morning, talking about those who
are helpless, desperate, something needs to be dbope that he would appreciate the efforts
which have been done in the previous Budget and & Government Programme in order to
support those who aei bas de I'échelle

The saddest part of life, Mr Speaker, Sir, doeslieoin the act of dying, but it lies in
failing to live while we are alive. What counts life, are the lives we have touched and the
legacy we have left. We only live for ourselves whee live for others. We do not judge people
by the size of their wallet or their content of katcounts. We do not judge them by the number

of buildings that they have, by the amount of ety are collecting. We do not judge them by



the Sun Trust that they have or medi-clinic thaytpossess. We judge them by the strength of
their character and by the size of the heart.

Mr Speaker, Sir, as politicians, we must have ogeiraf convictions. We must have
superb values and we must have self-respect. btsay that all of us, on this side, are perfect,
but we learn to walk in life by falling, we leara kead by trying and every misstep that we take
leads to the perfect step. With the blessing of Brene Minister, we have built up the
infrastructure of this country with the stones tttay are throwing at us, Mr Speaker, Sir. We
are very firmin our conviction, but we are friendly. We are thug our dealings, but we are
tender, we are courageous in whatever we are dainthie same time, we are compassionate.
Our Prime Minister has chosen innovation over saéign. We don't believe in failures, we
believe in results; we don’t believe in tragedie® believe in lessons; we don’t believe in
problems, we believe in possibilities and oppotigsi

Our country has gone through turbulent times assaltr of the dismantlement of all the
favours that we were getting, as a result of thidrfahe price of sugar and the Euro zone crisis.
We have gone through turbulent times, and turbulemes carry with them incredible
opportunities for each one of us to prove ourselasmany politicians hide in their shells when
the going gets tough. They retreat in their bunkéreey don’t want to get out of their comfort
zone, but the message we have received here isvéhhawve to tighten our belt, we have to roll
up our sleeves, and we have to fight. The braveheat fear before the fear can eat them. This
is a challenge our Prime Minister has taken, aatéRkplains why we are successful today.

Mr Speaker, Sir, clearly the reason why we areesssful today is because we have not
been beating about the bush, we have not beemjdiimd we have not been allowing our minds
to brood over objects. We have taken decisions shauld be taken. What we have to do
tomorrow we have done it today, and what we wereddaoday we are doing it now. That
reminds me of a few lines of Rabindranath Tagdr@n quoting what he said -

“Spring has passed, summer has gone, winter is, lag@d the song | meant to sing

remains unsung. | have spent my life stringing anstringing my instrument.”

These are about somebody who is regretting forngahved his life uselessly, for having done
nothing in his life. That is the reason why | sag have to work, we have to act, we have to
strive, we have to struggle, we have to sweat, wtchately we will succeed in our life. How

can we go ahead in our life if we are stuck anklabthe back rear window? We cannot go



ahead. That explains why those who are broodirag the past, thinking what they have done
over the past 13 years when they were in powegetahe present. The past is dead and buried;
the future is not yet born. If you forget the prasgour present efficiency will get punctured, as
it has happened on the other side of the House.

Mr Speaker, Sir, we have an open mind, but unfatiely they have an empty mind. We
talk to them, we try to show them the light, thefuse. A day will come when public will make
them feel the heat. They want to build up thertuoes on the misfortune of the people. They
will not be successful. There is something whickigsy important. They say that morality does
not fill the stomach. But one thing, Mr Speakar, 8 that politics without principles is just gk
music without melody; it is just like scholarshiptout wisdom; it is just like word without
truth; work without dedication; education withoutatacter and commerce without morality.
What is important is that we must have principlesour life. If we forget it, it means life is
already stuck.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | would not like to make comment$ividually on any Member of the
other side of the House, but there are a few gadticians. We have got a Parliament in our
country; we have a unicameral legislature. Busé¢heays, we get the impression that we have
got a bicameral legislature. Whatever decisiores taken here is being commented outside,
apparently by the private radios. We have alsachteat Members who are sitting in this very
House are passing lengthy comments on the other didvould not like to stoop so low as to
pass comments, but those friends who are listawitigose radios and their comments on what is
being done in the House don’t deserve evermogpris | would prefer to avoid commenting on
that. Mr Speaker, Sir, we don’t do great things;dw small things in a great way. That reminds
me of Mother Theresa. There are no great actse #re small acts done with great love.

Before | start directly on my Ministry, | would saynly one thing. We work in such a
way that reminds me of a great Indian mystic: “wlyen were born, you cried, and the world
rejoiced. Lead your life in such a way that when gie, you rejoice, and the world would cry.”
That is the message | have for politicians, ingigdne and all of us.

Mr Speaker, Sir, my Ministry has many departmeats] | would like to comment on
those departments, particularly the works thatvient® do. The Public Infrastructure Division of
my Ministry is responsible for design, monitoringida supervision of projects in various

departments of the Government. Between 2005 ari®,2@e have designed, monitored,



supervised architectural as well as engineeringept®. | repeat, for the last seven years, we
have implemented projects worth Rs10 billion.

In the educational sector, we have completed 7%%eqis for Rs4.3 billion, which
include new schools, State Secondary schools, MG&ifets for the children, extension,
enlargement, and improving the infrastructure. tHa health sector, we have completed 305
projects, repairs, rehabilitation and capital petgefor Rs2.3 billion. We have also constructed
Long Mountain Hospital, Accident and Emergency Waf&SR, Part D of the Flacq Hospital
and extension to the Cardiac Centre at Candos kdspn many other hospitals, we have done
works for the sum of Rs2.3 hillion.

In the Police, Prison and PMO, we have completégi@ihor and major projects for the
sum of Rs2.2 billion. In other Government departtaewe have completed 180 projects to the
tune of Rs1.1 billion. This gives an indicationtbé amount of work that has been undertaken
by different departments of Government during #st keven years, and investment in buildings
will continue. In our programme of 2012-2015, wevé many projects. For example, in the
Judiciary, there are five District Courts, nameiyWwmhebourg, Souillac, Moka, Pamplemousses,
Mapou and the Supreme Court, where buildings vélupgraded. In the Police department, 13
Police stations, six National Coast Guard post® wappelling tower will be repaired and
upgraded. Our missions in New Delhi, London andsBels will be upgraded. Two recreational
centres will be constructed; work has already ethfor one. If | am not mistaken, we have
completed about 10% of the centre at Pointe auxeRisn and one at Riambel will be
constructed. In fact, the detailed design is b&mngked out by the technicians of my Ministry.

In the educational sector, construction, extensiggrading will be undertaken in 17
primary schools, 21 secondary schools, and a ggeleool at Triolet will be constructed. In fact,
I, together with my colleague, the Minister of Edtion and the representative of the
constituency, went for a site visit, and we havealy taken the decisions. | hope sooner or later
we are going to start with the construction. M@ forthcoming two to three years, we are going
to construct 16 gymnasiums. In fact, we are workimgthat, and | do hope that it will be
constructed on time.

Concerning the Ministry of Youth and Sports, we going to undertake construction and
upgrading of seven youth centres. Sports stadiuithbevconstructed at Tyack. We have got the

National Institute of Sports at Anjalay Stadium, lthaports complex at Triolet. In fact, the



works at Triolet will start soon, and we are goinguindertake the construction of one piscine at
Central Flacq, and the PPC has already approveprtiject.

For the Ministry of Arts and Culture, there arenygrojects. My Ministry is going to
provide consultancy services and technical sugpothe implementation of those services.

In the health sector, the construction of the fast of Flacq Hospital D and E will be
completed in the forthcoming two to three years also operation theatres at Victoria Hospital,
on which foreign consultants are working, but ahtecal team will be set up by officers of my
Ministry to look into it. There are new blocksENT, new medi-clinics, and community health
centres also.

As far as the Ministry of Local Government is cemed, there are a few fire stations
which will be constructed. One is already undemstauction to the tune of Rs42.5 m. Others
are in the pipeline. Mr Speaker, Sir, that is alibatinfrastructural developments.

The second part of my Ministry concerns the Roaddlgpment Authority which is the
backbone of development of this country. Mr Spea&at there was a delay and we had to catch
the delay. Everybody knows that the RDA looks raftee roads, particularly, the classified
roads. In order to maintain momentum in growth,nged modern road networks and buildings.
It is important to have fast and reliable ways tovenpeople, goods and information. If we want
foreign investments, we are bound to invest mabsiaed heavily on our roads. We have to
upgrade the quality of our infrastructure. We halready moved a long way from the traditional
bullock cart economy, from the traditional bulloc&rt track which was meant only for bullock
carts. Now, we are having modern road networksthadhace at which development is taking
place, we cannot rest on our laurels, we have toegp fast. As a responsible Government, we
have to provide road networks throughout the cguatrd that could enhance the mobility of
people as well as goods.

Well targeted investments in infrastructure can dme engine for job creation and
economic growth. That is why we want infrastructprejects to move as fast as possible. With
this object in mind, we want to ease the procurdmpeocedures and land acquisition process.
But, at the same time, we have to ensure that théransparency of transactions.

Traffic congestion and road safety have become misfues. They are affecting the
economy and they are impacting on environment anthe daily life of our children. We have

taken a series of measures to decongestion tHe toaf the roads. Traffic issues constitute a



major problem in many advanced countries throughioeitworld. As our economic situation is
improving day by day, more vehicles are coming be toads, just aggravating the traffic
congestion. Road congestion is costing us billioingupees yearly due to wasted time and fuel.
According to one estimate, we are losing about Bd®n yearly. It is also impacting on
productivity and health.

The emission of greenhouse gas is polluting ounafrhere and that is why we are trying
to adapt a holistic approach to tackle the probt#ncongestion. We are spending billions of
rupees in improving and expanding our road netwbBik. example, this year we are spending
Rs4.3 billion in road infrastructure and, at thensatime, more than Rs600 m. in maintenance
works. The figure is expected to go up to Rs5.Hobilnext year plus Rs600 m. for maintenance
works.

For 2014, we are spending Rs11 billion plus Rs60@ommaintenance works. Between
2012 and 2015, investment will increase by leagslmunds. PPP schemes will be implemented
and, in fact, the tenders were on and actuallyetrauation work is being done. Most probably
within a few weeks the work will be completed. TREP Project includes Ring Road, Phase Il
and, at the same time, the land acquisition praesdbave also started. Section 6 has already
been published and we are moving towards section 8.

For the Harbour Bridge, section 8 has already lpedalished and there is one bridge at
Coromandel to Soréze, the A1M1 Bridge, where lacgussition has already been completed.
The grade separated junctions at the Phoenix Rbauodia there are, in fact, three roundabouts
and there will be a grade separated junction dtglzee. Apart from that, at Caudan and Terre
Rouge, we will have two grade separated junctigfighese are included in the pact, that is, the
PPP Project and that necessitates private investtoethe tune of Rs25 billion. If everything
goes on well, | hope in a week or two probablyrdsult will be out and we will be in a position
to know who has been given the responsibility ahgahat work.

The list of projects which have been completedesiB805 cannot be mentioned as the
list is too long. But the main ones for 2009 like tMacondé Bridge to the tune of Rs200 m. has
already been completed. The Terre Rouge to Pampleses Roundabout - the motorway has
been upgraded. Quartier Militaire Road from WootorBelle Rive is already completed. From
Camp Thorel to 'Esperance Trebuchet a new roacalvaady been completed. Gros Bois/Mare

d’Albert link road is a reality now. The Triolet pgss has already been completed. The dual



carriage way from Pamplemousses to Grand’ Baidréady on. The Jin Fei work has already
been completed. The Goodlands bypass is beingadilby everybody and that has decongested
that region completely. The widening of the motoyweom Phoenix to Port Louis is already
completed with the exception at the Pont ColvillevBrell Bridge. Schoenfeld bypass Phase 1 is
completed. Phoenix/Beaux Songes link road is beisgd by everybody. Réduit Triangle is
completed. The bridge at Pailles is already comepleThe Nouvelle France Roundabout to La
Vigie upgrading work has already been completee Ujpgrading of Quay D to Terre Rouge is
over. The upgrading from Pamplemousses to Mapoovés and the Flacq bypass has been
completed.

Regarding the list of ongoing projects which aready on and which have not yet been
completed, we have got the Terre Rouge/Verdun wheréhave completed 60% of the job.
Unfortunately, there have been plenty of landslidesl that explains the delay in the
implementation of the project because there armiceunforeseen reasons over which we have
got no control; that has been there for the Tewade/Verdun and that explains the delay in the
implementation of the project. But | have givenicstinstructions to the engineers of my
Ministry that they have to monitor the project omaily basis. For Verdun/Trianon, we have
completed 50 to 55%. The Ring Road Phase | is 706ftpteted. Most probably, within six
months’ time, it will be completed. The Grade Seped Junction at Caudan has already been
completed. There is a snag list which is beingnaiiéel to. Quartier Militaire Road to Providence,
Quartier Militaire to Wooton almost 50% is compbktéligginson Road at St. Julien D'Hotman
is the place where many dangerous accidents taae ph the past years; the upgrading of road
has already started and we have completed prob#blyo 45%. Steel bridges at Tamarin,
Riviere des Galets and Souillac are costing us@lBs90 m. The work has already started. The
St. Pierre bypass is over Rs200 m. and 40% of titk thas been completed. Motorway M1 from
Colville Deverell Bridge to Grewals work has alrgadarted and | get the feeling that it will be
on time. For Petite Retraite to Mont Loisir upgragland enlargement of the work, almost 60%
has been completed. Upgrading work at Salazie wiesha very narrow strip of road, work has
already started and we have gone a long way.

Mr Speaker, Sir, apart from all these works, themee bridges at Pailles, Quatre Soeurs,

Ferney, Barlow, Bel Air Bridge. | can go on and diever in the history of our country have we



seen the construction of so many bridges within onéwo years! It was a miraculous and
Herculearfeatperformed by the officers of our Government andaneereally proud of them.
Mr Speaker, Sir, | will come to the new list now...
(Interruptions)
| have already said what we have done, for the imggand now, what are the new projects
which are in the pipeline and some of which we halveady started.

Regarding the third lane, we have already constdutite flyover from Caudan to Place
D’Armes, that is, in the centre of Port Louis. \W®morder will be issued in the days to come.
We will be having a third lane there and that @l of great help for those who are going to use
that road to move towards the north. As far as idemce to Central Flacq is concerned, the pre-
gualification exercise is on and if everything gaeswell, towards the end of the year, we are
going to start the construction. For Beau Climaituvelle France, works order has been issued
and that is about Rs87 m. because the lowest teindet it and probably work is going to start
in a week or two. It is also considered to be a/\dangerous road as in the past there were
plenty of accidents there.

As regards Schoenfeld Bypass Phase Il, tenderltesds been invited. For Riche Terre
B33 Road, the work order will be issued soon. Reigardualing of road A7 from Réduit to
Telfair, tenders are being invited. Flyovers at \tdoo- works issue has already been issued;
there are two flyovers. For Tulip Avenue, tenddneing looked into. For a bridge at Providence,
Poste de Flacq, tenders have been floated. UpgraafilCoastal Road, Belle Mare, we are
working on that. Chemin Vingt Pieds, Vale to CapliMareux, the estimated cost is about
Rs350 m. and we are working on that. The enlargémarah upgrading as well as the opening of
road between Holyrood. Those who are in ConsiityeNo. 15 know the difficulties that they
get from Quinze Canton to La Louise, Quatre Borgesye will have a parallel road and that
was the road which belonged to the sugar estateh&Ve been negotiating with them and if
everything goes on well, we are going to start ¢bastruction and upgrading of that road,
Holyrood to Pierrefonds, in the months to come.

Mr Speaker, Sir, as | have just mentioned, roaddsriconnectivity and connectivity
brings development, but we also have to ensurertiad development does not damage the
balance between people and the environment, we takeep in our mind the concept of

Maurice lle Durable which is so dear to all of Tikat is why we are implementing tree planting



programmes throughout the dual carriage way. $owa have received the support of the
Minister of Finance in person and we have alrealdytpd over 4,000 trees along the dual
carriage way from Grand’Baie to Pamplemousses hadAtrport to Nouvelle France. We are
also trying to upgrade and maintain both sidefefdual carriage way from the North and to the
South and we are going to look into the centrafjgexiso.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Project Plan Committee (PR@j¢ch is under my Ministry, also
plays a very instrumental role in assessing andoagy important projects. We are reviewing
the project process manual in order to addressismyes that have cropped up in areas of public
sector investment. From 2010 to 2012, there haes 118 projects which were approved and
the cost was Rs18.8 billion. We also committeddgelop and coordinate infrastructure policy
that will ensure adequate infrastructure capacitiiwthe eco framework that is more suitable
for us. We are laying emphasis on developmentsiftutional and regulatory framework. For
example, the Building Act dates back to 1919. Tais been replaced. A new legislation has
been introduced and that legislation is more resperto the exigencies, realities and emerging
needs of our construction industry.

Mr Speaker, Sir, Government wants everybody to ntowards modernisation and we
want everyone to be equipped with updated and mountdrastructure. We are empowering
people and the locality. We are bringing developimiana holistic manner. Our aim is to
eliminate social exclusion. We want to lay therfdation of modern Mauritius. We want to
establish and update the standard. We want ta blo®@€onstruction industry. The Construction
Industry Development Board (CIDB) plays a pro-aetigle. Contractors and consultants are the
two key players in the construction industry. Thel be regulated to monitor development and
performance. There is also a schedule of rateshwh being published on an annual basis, so
that we can ensure that construction costs refleetfundamental characteristics of our local
market situation. In order to bring in greaterfpssionalism in construction sector, Government
is reviewing the Professional and Engineering CduAct and we are introducing a New
Professional Quantity Surveyors Bill. ProfessioAathitects Council Act was passed in 2011
and proclaimed early this year.

Mr Speaker, Sir, climate change has also beconsaldyr for us. We have to be better
prepared for disaster management and disasteratsiction. The monitoring of landslide has

been entrusted to my Ministry but, Mr Speaker, B&,have got no expertise in geo-technology.



Luckily, the Japanese Government has come to qapaostiwith a plan for technical assistance.
The Japanese International Cooporation Agency iMauritius and they have set up a geo-
technical unit in my Ministry, which will be respsible for monitoring of landslide. For
example, in Quatre-Sceurs we had a very bad prob®milarly, it had been the case in Vallée
des Prétres and we are looking at both problems.

We are also facing another problem, that is, oflalddings, aging buildings, and these
buildings have to be refurbished and retrofittddany of our highly populated like hospitals and
schools have to be retrofitted to face the chaklsngf climate change. The CIDB, on one hand,
IS empowering contractors and consultants andheatsame time, it is trying to protect the
interest of the clients who are consumers. Wehahging the small contractors to interpret and
to fill in the bidding documents. A series of wehlops has also been held regarding safety of
workers in the construction industry.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | will move towards the Nationagéu@lopment Unit. The National
Development Unit is a very important arm of my Miny. It transforms the thoughts and
wishes and aspirations of people into action.ritigs development at the doorstep of people. It
helps in fulfilling the Prime Minster’s wish of im@ving the living conditions of people. During
the last seven years, we have executed thousangsomcts and these projects are spread
throughout the country. So far, we have spentRisdlion. The whole country today looks like
a chantier The very scenario landscape of our country Hagmhged. We have raised the
standard of living of our people throughout themoy It has contributed enormously for the
economic development of the country. With the $ilegs of the Prime Minister, NDU is
creating a modern network of road infrastructufiéhey do not look after classified roads, but
after the non-classified roads, the narrow roaoags which are found in the nook and corner of
the country.

Mr Speaker, Sir, by doing so we are reducing twe are saving costs and fuel. We are
also enhancing road safety. During the last foants, January to June, we have spent Rs310
m. on 192 roads. Apart from roads, we are alsatcocting and upgrading bridges and drains.
Since January till today, we have spent Rs288 m9lindrains. In the past, drains were
completely neglected. Today the NDU is implemantinain network all over the island. The
severe flood, which occurred on 26 March 2008, thagimatised the whole nation. Four people

lost their lives and immediately after the floodyv@rnment came forward with the Emergency



Rehabilitation Programme. The consultant Gibbs &#leeidy identified the flood prone areas.
Since then, billion of rupees have been spentye paople from floods.

Drain works were undertaken in parts of the countffhe main ones being
Pamplemousses, Ste Croix, Vallée des Prétes, Pal@re Argy, Dagotiere, 'Hermitage, Bel
Air SSS, Rose Belle, Mahebourg, Grand Bois, Rividoire, Cotteau Raffin, Camp de Masque,
Poudre d’Or Village, to name only a few. Even ibesDomabh, in his report on the cyclone Lola
flooding made mentioned of the good works underiaxg NDU in the region of Gros Billot,
New Grove, Ville Noire, Mahebourg, Batimarais, Miagon Street, Souillac and 4§ Mille.
Drain works have also been in progress in Bois Rpidont Gout, Poudre d’Or, Gokoola,
Panchavati, 'Amaury, Bramstan, Poste de FlacqisTBoutiques, Rose Belle, Camp Carol, Cité
Joachim, Tamarin, Grand Bois, Camp Fouquereauxnlé&arisot, Vallée Pitot, Military Road,
Port Louis, Cité Martial, Port Louis, Gorah IssRoyt Louis, Roche Bois, Vallée des Prétes, Ste
Croix, Terre Rouge, only to name a few. This giyes an indication of the amount of works
that is being done.

Apart from drain roads, bridges were also consgdict There are almost six to seven
bridges at Mont Gout, Argy, I'hermitage, Pointe déables, Ebéne, Pailles, all of them costing
millions of rupees. All these works have alreadyen completed. We have not neglected
amenities, Mr Speaker, Sir: construction of vdiial, football playgrounds, lighting of football
grounds, street lighting, children playgrounds, kearfairs, bus shelters, cemeteries and
cremation grounds. Crematoriums are tradition@saon Mauritius, wood is mostly used. This
method is not in line with Government policy, tlehtavoiding felling of trees. Besides, people
get difficulties in procuring wood to burn dead =l A poor family can’'t afford to spend
thousands of rupees in the purchase of wood. & With Maurice lle Durableconcept, our
Government had taken decisions to construct 12 atiem shelters and install 12 incinerators,
which would cost Rs130 m. The contract for thestauction has already been awarded and
construction works have already started.

Mr Speaker, Sir, we need good roads. We needrsatis. We need safe journey. That
is why, road safety and security is also high on agenda. | have said earlier also - | am
repeating over and again - | have yet to come acsomebody in Mauritius, who has shown so
much concern about road safety, road accident ssuk$ that are connected with roads more

than the Prime Minister of this country. Thereag a single day that passes out where he does



not question me or anybody in my Ministry regardgggurity on the roads. That is the reason
why it is very high on our agenda: road safety caigms, road safety audits along new roads and
the new road safety measures along dark spots.ig tta reason why the Prime Minister has put
up a special unit in his own Ministry in order tapgrvise these works. We have identified 33
black spots along Mauritius. We are trying to ioy@ most of the junctions in the country; they

are completely old, dilapidated and they have tgilsen a new look.

Mr Speaker, Sir, till now we have got 229 set @afffic signals equipment around the
island. This year we are trying to procure 17 ddal sets of traffic signals. We are bound to
do it. There is no way-out if we want to save harhaes. One human life is too much, as the
Prime Minister has been telling all the times, boé death is too much. We are bound to take
and invest as much as possible in order to savifehef our people.

Mr Speaker, Sir, in 2013, another 20 sets willisalled. Sensitisation campaigns have
been carried out on drink driving and pedestria@ampaigns for two wheelers will also be
carried soon. We have also campaigns, broadcasVan Bhojpuri and in Creole. Posters have
been put up on bus backs and all.

Mr Speaker, Sir, we have also been putting up si®gaerywhere in order to discourage
people from driving fast. For example, we haveganhg the motorways —

“Speed thrills but it kills”

“Drive like hell, you will be there”

“It's a motorway not a runway”

“Speed can slow you down your life”

“Plus on boit moins on voit”

“L’alcool c’est la mort au volant”

“Start earlier, drive slowly and reach safely”

“Cars have spare parts while your body does not’hav
So these are the campaigns that we are conduttiagghout the country and | hope that it is
creating a slight impact because | get the feeliveg the percentage of death on our roads is
going down.

During the past five years, for example in 200&r¢hwere 133 deaths, 2008: 162; 2009:
129; 2010: 151; 2011: 132. So, these are too murclw roads and we do hope that the

measures we are taking will bring down the humideteaths on our roads, and road accidents



have multiple causes and one of them can be atdbio lack of proper driving education and
poor driving discipline. In order to achieve thisdewe are planning to set up a Driver Education
and Testing Centre as it will provide formal andtsynatic training under education programme,
designed to improve road user skills and behawvamar this is very dear to the heart of the hon.
Prime Minister and he is personally monitoring tisisue. | do hope that if publishing goes on
well, most probably we are going to start this adyeas possible. We are conducting road safety
campaigns, education to vulnerable road users, goyinand secondary students and senior
citizens, throughout the country. We have also nleskthat more than 35% of drivers and riders
killed on our roads who are under the influencelebhol and on average, taken over the last
five years, 1,060 drivers were caught with bloazbhbl content level above the prescribed limit
every year. We are coming up with additional measwrhich will most probably reverse the
current trend. Mr Speaker, Sir, the measures thathewe taken include: installation of 50
additional fixed speed cameras in accident proaasaplus six mobile speed cameras to manage
speed related accident and thereby reduce sew¢wigcidents.

More aggressive coordinated road safety sensdisatampaignsw, a two-wheeler
campaign in July 2012, dim drive campaign in Decem®012 and the House is aware that
penalty point has already become a reality antienvteeks to come it will be proclaimed. | will
also request all Members of Parliament to be vaxytious while driving on the road because |
know what will be the consequence. We will hav@ay dearly for it because we have to show
the way and others have to follow. So charity begat home, that is the reminder to all
Members of the House.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the National Transport AuthorilyT@) falls under my responsibility
and the number of vehicles are increasing at aal@@ting rate 4.5% during the last ten years.
In 2001, there were 255,000 vehicles which werasteged; today it is 409,000 vehicles; it
means an increase of 60%. A number of vehiclekifmmnetre of road has increased from 128 in
2001 to 195 today. It is almost doubling more @slerhe ratio of personal vehicle ownership to
population is one vehicle for every 3.5 personghsocan be attributed to economic growth and
our healthy economy. Sustained economic developrhastled to an improvement in the
standard of living of our people, but if the growttie is maintained, it will give rise to much

problems in the future, unless we invest massigalpur roads.



Our roads constitute 5% of our area, since 2001raad network has increased by 6%
whereas vehicle population has increased by 60%it T the reason why Government is
investing massively on road infrastructure. Tramspodustry, Mr Speaker, Sir, is a very
dynamic sector. New vehicles and technologies amgirtg on the market; our legislation has to
keep pace with the developments that have take® piee last ten years.

Last year in the Budget Speech, it was announcadithess centres would be privatised.
| am pleased to announce that an expression aksit&vas invited, the cost of proposals was
issued, bids were received and evaluation hasirsi@rted. Four stations should be set up for
examination and these private stations will havenaatory requirements for scientific
examination of vehicles. They will have to adomnBparent procedures; they will have to
display exam results. The NTA will exercise regoig control on operation of these private
stations to ensure that provisions of law are caedplvith and interests of vehicle operators are
safeguarded, fees for examination of vehicles shbalset up by the Government.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the bus industry also needs imgmm®nt; both operators and travelling
public want improvement of the bus industry. We tayeng to provide incentives and facilities
to enable the bus industry to be more respondiblbe more responsive to changing needs and
demands of the public. We need to have a new vigiadhe bus industry. We have to provide
high quality service in terms of convenience, asiteigty, efficiency, reliability, comfort, safety
and affordability to the population and that witllence the quality of life. The bus industry has
to meet the needs and demands of the growing piipruldassengers expect a high standard in
terms of infrastructure and service. Our bus trartsmust provide comfortable and convenient
rides in congestion free traffic. To achieve thigcessary infrastructural and proper traffic
management skills should be provided. For exanmgilerity would be given to buses over cars
in road usage.

Mr Speaker, Sir, public transport is and will remahe most important means of
transport in years to come. It will provide an iroyped quality of service which will satisfy the
needs of the commuters and will offer attractivieralative to motorcar. In fact, an improved
public transport system is the backbone to the @min development of Mauritius. Our ultimate
aim is to restrain the use of private cars duriegkphours. We all know the congestion that is
being experienced today; it is costly in terms iofet wasted unnecessarily, fuel spent and



pollution created. Traffic jam leads to annoyarstegss, loss of productive hours and an adverse
health impact.

Mr Speaker, Sir, as the House is aware the Freespoat scheme was introduced by the
hon. Prime Minister for old age pensioners, hamgbeal persons on 15 August 2005. For
students, Free Transport Scheme was introducedloBeptember 2005 and the scheme was
implemented within one month of the Government sleal That scheme has been a major
achievement. Since the introduction of the schesngate, an amount of Rs5 billion rupees has
been disbursed for Free Travel Scheme. The schambden of great help to low income group
families. It relieves the household budget; it dealpeople to undertake more leisure trip that
enhances the quality of life. Between 80% to 85%lbtecondary, post secondary and tertiary
students use bus transport, therefore they befnaiit the scheme.

Mr Speaker, Sir, my Ministry keeps a watchful eye services provided by bus
operators. We keep an eye on the correctness ofde®f operation to ensure that no bus
operator makes an abuse of the scheme by clainmwgmanted payment.

A consultant, Steer Davies Gleave, assessed eer Favel Scheme and concluded our
system base on payment to bus operators is bletierather alternative systems. We also receive
plenty of complaints relating to Free Travel Schem# the NTA enquired into those complaints
within the least possible delay. 2,100 complairasehbeen enquired into, 370 cases have been
prosecuted, 273 operator’'s licenses have been rsdespeapart from suspension of licenses.
Payment due to operators is withheld from 2003ddlay. A sum of Rs28 m. has been forfeited
or deducted from the compensation to bus operalfobgis operators treat old age pensioners,
disabled persons and students unfairly, we ap@yaWw in all its severity. | can assure the House
that we will make good regulations, if need beetsure that a good service is provided to
students, old age pensioners and disabled persons.

Mr Speaker, Sir, as they have just mentioned, etetid of May we are having 409,000
vehicles and the fleet has been increasing at arage of 4.5%. 18,000 vehicles are coming on
our roads every year. Apart from registration ofvrand second hand imported vehicles, we are
also carrying about 38,000 transfer of ownershiprlye Actually, we are looking into the
possibility of operating a satellite office of Reggar General Department within the premises of

NTA. This is being done with a view to facilitatieet process for registration of deeds of sale.



This proposal is in consonance with our policy igorove business facilitation. This will help
over 50,000 vehicle owners every year.

Mr Speaker, Sir, road tax was paid at the headeffif NTA and a few District Council
Cash Offices; that was creating much frustratioahi¢le owners had to wait for hours and hours
to pay road tax. In order to give a better sertecéghe public, in 2005 Government agreed that
payment of road tax could be effected at selectest Pffices. As from 2006, 33 Post Offices
started providing service for private cars and mmtcles. The service has now been extended to
all the 111 post offices and from July last yeaigacontract cars, buses and goods vehicles can
also be renewed at Post Offices. This decentralisaf service has proved to be a real success.
We have also started providing online servicegdservation of specific registration marks and
for securing appointments for examination of vetsclThese services have been very popular
since the introduction of over 6,000 applicatiomwér been received for registration mark and
600 applications for vehicle examinations.

Mr Speaker, Sir, we have also made provision flocats to be fixed with new registration
plates to ensure that vehicles may be easily ifiettin case of accident, theft and crime and this
should be made of retro reflective material. Thépuwd comply with British standard or
equivalent, and marked with the number of informmatihat is necessary to permit identification
of that standard. On the front of the vehicle® piates have black characters on a white
background, and on the back of the vehicles theachexs are black on a white background.

Mr Speaker, Sir, provision has been made in thedRwoaffic Regulations 2010 for every
bus, every goods vehicles, whose gross weight esc8&00 kg and capable of running at a
speed of more than 70 kms per hour, to be fitteth & speed limiter. This measure was
necessary to prevent over speeding and accidenteeaonad. By 01 July 2012, all such vehicles
will have to be fitted with speed limiters.

Mr Speaker, Sir, let me have a few words on thaddat Transport Corporation. Since
2010, 117 buses have been procured. We are goipgpture an addition of 65 new buses this
year. These buses will enable NTC to significamtiprove the quality and reliability of services
to the travelling public. That can reduce the woduof fuel consumption, as the busses are more
fuel efficient. NTC is a labour inclusive orgartisa and, as at now, we have over 2,225
employees. The economic situation of NTC has iwmgdoa lot. In 2007/2008, there was a
deficit of Rs97 m.; 2008/2009, the deficit was R&X0m.; 2009/2010, the deficit was Rs58.5 m.,



and for 2011 there is a surplus of Rs75 m. Thewalbent Deloitte had predicted that the deficit
would go up till Rs469 m. till 2010. We have prdy@m wrong.

Mr Speaker, Sir, there is one issue which is ofagiaterest for everybody, and it's
important for me to speak a few words on that. tTdwacerns the light rail, that is, alternative
mode of transport. This is the most ambitious geband the latest project of the Government,
and this project took shape following the visittloé hon. Prime Minister to Singapore, who has
at heart the realisation of this project. The @cobmanagement services, including determination
of the alignment, development of the concept, aetipinary design of LRT will be undertaken
by Singapore Cooperation Enterprise, a Singapo@&arernment entity, in collaboration with
the partners Singapore Mass Rapid Transit Cormoratid. and Aurecon. A due diligence
exercise has already been conducted in collaboratith a rail expert from India to ensure that
the offer is fair and reasonable. In fact, we expecting the group from Singapore at any
moment in our country, and if everything goes w&lthin a month, the decision will be taken.

Mr Speaker, Sir, we cannot forget the Shipping@eot my Ministry. With regard to
Rodrigues, the measures that we have taken in tugitiéin context will also be adapted to the
Rodriguan context, and my Ministry is working inosé collaboration with concerned
Commissions in the field of road safety and segurithe request of the Chief Commissioner of
Rodrigues to assist them in Port Mathurin VilletBdiere Project is being looked into. As far
as the Shipping Division is concerned, approprikcies and strategies are being pursued to
ensure safety and security of ships, and preveminmaollution and piracy. The following
projects will be implemented between 2012 and 2015

0] Maritime legal framework will be consolidated;

(i) Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMD®§dipment to provide
efficient maritime communication for safety of likead property at sea will be
renewed;

(i) National focal point for sharing information on gy will be established,;

(iv)  Business model of Mauritius Shipping Corporatiod.Lwill be reviewed with a
view to making it more profitable and financiallyssainable;

(v) Procedures have already been initiated for theacephent of Mauritius Pride,
which is 20 years old, and the following measunestkaeing taken to implement

ocean State project announced in the Governmegtdhrone -



A working group has been set up under the Chairmpns the Director
of Shipping to study and propose additional aidguied to enhance
safety of navigation around Mauritius, Rodriguegjalega, St. Brandon
and Tromelin Island.

Some 2,300 ships call at Port Louis Harbour yetrdgn different parts of
the world and discharge their ballast water in tauritorial water. My

Ministry has entered into an agreement with MausitOceanography
Institute (MOI) to undertake a baseline survey deniify presence of
invasive species being introduced in our watergutin ballast water.

A dedicated Hydrographic Unit will be set up at tBRipping Division

with appropriate equipment for continuous oceanglgi@a surveys and
updating of maritime laws.

Mr Speaker, Sir, we can go on and on because tlernof work which has been done
cannot be described within an hour or so. Buticalft for today, at least, we haveéclameor
just a trailer of what has been done by our Govemtnunder the leadership of our Prime
Minister. | do hope that the public will appre€diecause never in the past has so much of work
been undertaken, and all this is being done in ¢etmgransparency, and definitely | have to
thank the Minister of Finance for the collaborattbat he is showing us.

Once again, | would like to thank everybody, paftacly the Parliamentary Private
Secretaries, because they are also greatly invalvetle work of the National Development
Unit, as well as other hon. Members of Parliameno wirectly or indirectly have been of great
help. In fact, they have been showing us the gladeere work needs to be done. With all the
limited capacities that we have - though we arellettually limited - still we try to do as much
as possible.

Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir.

The Deputy Prime Minister. Mr Speaker, Sir, | move for the adjournment & tiebate.

The vice-Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and Eonomic Development (Mr X.

L. Duval) rose and seconded.
Question put and agreed to.
Debate adjourned accordingly.

(3.36 p.m.)



PUBLIC BILLS
Second Reading
THE SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION (2011) BILL
(No. XXIII of 2012)

Order for Second Reading read.

The vice-Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and E@nomic Development (Mr X. L.
Duval): Mr Speaker, Sir, | would like firstly to offer yoony sincere congratulations on your
election as Speaker of this House.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | beg to move that the Supplenrgmgpropriation (2011) Bill (No.
XXIII of 2012) be read a second time.

The Bill provides for the appropriation of a tosalm six billion eighty-three million eight
hundred and eighty-eight thousand and eight hunaneidfifty-one rupees (Rs6,083,888,851) to
meet supplementary expenditure incurred in fisealr\2011.

The House will recall that in December 2010, thepfgpriation (2011) Bill was passed
by the National Assembly, and a total sum of Rs#iliBon was appropriated for fiscal year
2011.

The total appropriation actually spent, howevetalted Rs68.6 billion, that is, a net
amount of Rs3.7 billion below the sum already appeded by the National Assembly. This,
therefore, consists of both under-spending andspesding in various programmes.

Amounts under spent in the year by Government sbidiRs1.3 billion on employees
emoluments and Rs1.2 billion on the purchase ofdgand services such as telephone bills,
rental of buildings and so on.

In addition, the CEB, CWA and AML have required #israamounts of loans in the year
to the tune of Rs1.7 billion. These various categoof under expenditure total Rs4.2 billion.

The net under-spending of Rs3.7 billion is afteccamting for a total of Rs6.1 billion
spent in excess of the amounts budgeted in 22e0f35® programmes for fiscal year 2011.

As the House is aware, section 105 of the Congtitigtipulates that where any “head of
expenditure” (now any “programme”) requires funds addition to what has already been
appropriated, such additional funds would requivethler appropriation by the National
Assembly through a Supplementary Appropriation.Bill



Thus, Mr Speaker, Sir, although total actual spendh fiscal year 2011 is below the
total appropriated amount, the additional spendhBs6.1 billion in the 22 programmes needs
to be covered by a Supplementary Appropriation. Bill

The bulk of the Rs6.1 billion has been used to pi@adequate financial resources for
the National Resilience Plan. This is a rainy #layd totalling Rs7.3 billion at end December
2011, created in order for our country not to begte unprepared with the continuing Euro zone
crisis. This prudent measure of unequalled sizeunhistory has received universal acclaim,
and is one of the factors cited by the ratings agd&moody’s for our rating upgrade from Baa2 to
Baal.

Additionally, an amount of Rs1.5 billion has beeroyded in the Social Housing
Development Fund to meet the social housing neédswoincome families. The House will
remember that in my 2012 Budget Speech, | had arwsalthe replenishment of these two funds
totalling Rs8.8 billion.

A further amount of Rs250 m. has been providedénliocal Infrastructure Fund to meet
the cost of Infrastructure Projects of Local Authies in Mauritius and Rodrigues.

Accordingly, Mr Speaker, Sir, Rs4.2 billion wereigpanto the National Resilience Fund,
out of which Rs3,863,000,000 need to be approptiateRegarding the Social Housing
Development Fund, an amount of Rs914 m. requirebdu appropriation. As for the Local
Authorities Infrastructure Fund, an amount of Rs2B0 has been included in the total
Supplementary Appropriation of Rs 289 m. underNheistry of Local Government and Outer
Islands.

The other main areas requiring Supplementary Appatpn during fiscal year 2011 are
as follows -

(&) An amount of Rs150 m. was required under programeofeshe Ministry of
Education and Human Resources to meet operatiost of the Mauritius Institute
of Training and Development. This is partly offegtan amount paid by HRDC into
the Consolidated Fund.

(b) An additional amount of Rs134 m. was required unther programmes of the
Ministry of Social Security, National Solidarity ériReform Institutions for payment

of social aid benefits, essentially following theutling of the rate for income



support with effect from March 2011. This is, rifere, the result of a policy
measure.

(c) An amount of Rs62 m. was required under the Progran8l11l: Rodrigues
Development, for providing additional grants to Redrigues Regional Assembly in
respect to the 2011 salary compensation, and tiredse in basic pension rates and
social benefits.

(d) A further amount of Rs41 m. was needed under Prnogi@ 211: Government
Information Service and Provision of InternatiomlNdws, mainly to enable a book
adjustment to recognise an amount due to the GhitGs/ernment for a loan to
Mauritius Broadcasting Corporation in connectionimthe construction of the MBC
Headquarters at Réduit.

(e) An amount of Rs203 m. was for programmes of theidtiy of Energy and Public
Utilities mostly for Wastewater Infrastructure Rycis. This is essentially a book
adjustment to recognise an amount due to Exim BaihlChina for the Plaine
Wilhems Sewerage Project.

() An additional amount Rs240 m. was required underptfogrammes of the Ministry
of Public Infrastructure, National Development Urniand Transport and Shipping,
especially for upgrading of roads and implemenmatmf Land Drainage and
Watershed Management Programme. This represergarasnspent on additional
works as well as some cost overruns on existingeprs

Mr Speaker, Sir, excluding provisions made for fatexpenditure under the National

Resilience Fund, the Social Housing DevelopmentdFuand the LIF, the Supplementary
Appropriation would have been only 1.5% of theialitappropriation. This compares very
favourably with previous years. In fact, on a camgive basis, the Supplementary
Appropriation, as a percentage of initial approjomin 2003/04, was 8.3% and in 2010 it was
3.1%.
Mr Speaker, Sir, finally, the House will have notldt the supplementary expenditures

cover the following types of entries -

(1) Provisions made to meet future spending, sucheafutids created.

(i) Additional expenditure as a result of policy chasmge



(i) Timing differences, that is when payment are delage brought forward from
one year to the next.

(iv) Transfers from centrally managed funds, where gious are pooled therein and
need to be ventilated in the year.

(v) Book adjustments to account for loans arisingjristance.
(vi) Cost overruns, and
(vii) Additional scope of works on certain contracts.

Mr Speaker, Sir, above all, it should not be fotgotthat a Budget is by definition an
estimate of expenditure and, of course, incomeh laoising in the future and both subject to
uncertainties and other changes.

With these remarks, Mr Speaker, Sir, | commendBiligo the House.

The Deputy Prime Minister rose and seconded.

(3.45 p.m.)

Mr P. Jugnauth (First Member for Quartier Militaire & Moka): Mr Speaker, Sir,
first of all, allow me to congratulate you on yomomination as Speaker of this House and
express my conviction that you will preside ovee tHeliberations of this House in full
objectivity and wisdom and that, of course, youl wpare no effort to uphold both the dignity
and the solemnness of this august Assembly. reassure you on behalf of the MSM, we will
fully cooperate so that the businesses of the Hatséeld in the best atmosphere possible.

Mr Speaker, Sir, last year, when | intervened an S$lupplementary Appropriation 2010
Bill, 1 highlighted the object of such Bills whicis, of course, to provide for Supplementary
Appropriation by Programmes of the expenditure, Maus in respect of the previous financial
year, in excess of the expenditure appropriate@daiain programmes by the Appropriation Act
related to that financial year. ESEs are, in fatant to provide appropriation for sums already
spent in excess, not for sums that are meant spéet in subsequent financial years or sums that
are bound to impact on the real budget deficit.

Mr Speaker, Sir, let me focus on programme 952tapeng to Centrally Managed
Initiatives of Government and, here, we are beisged to approve the supposed excess
expenditure of nearly Rs3.9 billion. But has thiscess expenditure been really incurred in
financial year 2011? When we look at the docuna@amiexed to the Bill, we see at page 34 that
the sum that is appropriated for 2011 Budget, Riogne 952: Centrally Management Initiatives



of Government was for Rs445 m. And out of this safrfRs445 m., we are made to understand
that more than Rs337 m. have not been spent. aretff budget item, that is, the Business
Growth Fund is being brought in and we are beindg tisat a sum of Rs4.2 billion have, in fact,

been spent. The question that arises is: haathigint, in fact, been spent? | think not.

Mr Speaker, Sir, when | go through the Budget Eztew of 2011, | see at Appendix 1
that as regards the Business Growth Fund whichakas over - in fact, it used to be the Saving
Jobs and Recovery Fund - contribution from Govemtme&s nil. It was projected that the total
payment out of the Fund, in fact, would be Rs2.8obi. Now, the sum earmarked and,
subsequently, appropriated under the programme 9%2Zentrally Managed Initiatives of
Government, was Rs445 m. Now, when | look at ApipeiC - Special and Extra Budgetary
Funds at page 671 of the Budget Estimates of 2D%8¢ that the revised Estimates for 2011
include a sum of Rs4.2 billion under the item Ciimition from Government. From zero it has
increased to Rs4.2 billion. How did that happed wahen did it happen? Of course, this needs
to be clarified. | also see that payments whichiewiaitially estimated at Rs2.3 billion had
finally turned out to be slightly above Rs1 billi@mnd | note that in the estimates for 2012,
contribution from Government to the National Resite Fund which had, in fact, taken over
from the Business Growth Fund is a mere Rs170 imey@as estimated payments for 2012 are to
the tune of Rs3.2 billion. Curiously, indeed, tigufe of Rs4.2 billion under contribution from
Government in the 2012 Estimates is, in fact, dxdbhe same figure which is being bounced in
the annex to the Bill and presented as provisiotieunhe Business Growth Fund. There is no
explanation at all on this supposed excess expgrditcurred in terms of billions. Has this sum
again been spent? It would seem not. | would woe$ltourse, for the sake of transparency, that
the hon. Minister would probably clarify this sitican.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the IMF in its two reports on tMauritian Economy Public
Expenditure and Financial Accountability Assessm@EFA) and the 2011 Article IV
Consultation, the Staff Report, pointed fingersfant, at the curious arithmetic in our Budget
numbers. The IMF noted that the chronic under-sipgndn the capital side was not allowed to
flow to the Budget bottom line, resulting in fact different budget deficits. The Labour
Government re-appropriated the unutilised funds tasaisferred them to a set of special Funds
and the IMF had advised and strongly recommendatetict, to adjust the overall budget deficit
to include spending from special earmarked Fundsiwdre macro economically important.



| can still remember when | took office as Ministef Finance and Economic
Development in 2010, | resolved to put good ordethe way the finances of the country were
being managed and in the Budget that | presentddoirember 2010, | paved the way for all
those special Funds to be subsequently dismantiedheir respective sums transferred directly
to the Consolidated Fund. | chose the path oftfathsparency in managing the finances of the
country and, obviously, we had to go through aditeanal period. The IMF staff, in fact,
welcomed the Government’s decision and intentiocldse most of those special Funds in 2011,
and to place those operations in the Budget.

| can still recall the IMF commented favorably thttis will reduce budgetary
fragmentation and is likely, of course, to resultsironger expenditure controls. | am sure the
hon. Minister has seen the comments and recommiendatf the IMF and one can see how
pertinent their views are in ensuring that the lidgocess is, in fact, transparent and that the
budget deficit figures really reflect the statepoblic finances. | am sure that the hon. Minister
will agree with me that proper accounting will hellg in managing public finances in a
responsible and fully transparent manner.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | asked the question when intengemon the Appropriation Bill last
year: how is it that capital grants for 2011 iraged from Rs1.1 billion in the original estimates
to Rs7 billion in the revised estimates? How ishét contributions from Government to the
Business Growth Fund have increased from zero il 20itial estimates to Rs4.2 billion in the
revised estimates? Again, this needs to be cldrii@d it would be good to know what would
have been, in fact, the real budget deficit in 20012 had, in fact, the net expenses under the
special Funds been included in the calculatiortferbudget deficit.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | make a plea for transparendgctfe and responsible management of
public finance. | am not criticising or I'm not ing to blame the hon. Minister. | am sure that he
would realise that parking of special Funds outtieBudget to hide, in fact, the ineffectiveness
of implementing capital projects are having serieegenomic consequences. Such poor fiscal
consolidation is not providing the country with teans to tackle its challenges and realise its
ambition of a trillion rupees GDP economy by th@8 It is choking of growth by limiting
public investments in key sectors at a time that phivate sector finds it more profitable to
invest in real estate activities and we are markimg and keep missing out targets, while there

is so much to catch up in terms of infrastructuiergies.



Mr Speaker, Sir, | look forward to see the dismagtlof all those special off Budget
Funds and the transferring of those Funds as ahw#able to the Consolidated Fund. If we
maintain these off Budget Funds, we would fail ur duty to act according to the principles of
transparency and good governance. | hope that weotigersist on the path of curious and
controversial accounting in our Budget process.

Mr Speaker, Sir, to conclude, | could repeat whsaitl last year. It is high time that we
assess, in fact, the progress that have been achiewder the Programme-Based Budgeting to
see whether the objectives set out are being,ci) faet and the degree of efficiency that have
been attained in managing public Funds. | startesl &ssessment when | was Minister of
Finance and | am in a position to say that we htvesteer ahead more resolutely and
systematically.

| thank you for your attention.

(3.57 p.m.)

Mr K. Li Kwong Wing (Second Member for Beau Bassin& Petite Riviere): Mr
Speaker, Sir, may | start by congratulating youyouar election as Speaker of the House and |
speak also on behalf of all my colleagues of the MIMhen | say that we trust in your vast
Parliamentary experiences to conduct the debatasvery fair and impartial manner. May I, in
the same breath also, express our congratulatiopsur predecessor on election as President of
the Republic of Mauritius and express our warm @ssto him in his new mission.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Bill in front of us is the $lgmentary Appropriation Bill and it is
good that we start by reviewing the size of thepseipentary budget. It is a staggering amount
of more than Rs6 billion and it is good to haveaasessment of what does that represent. In fact,
it represents 8.4% over and above the originaihnedds and more precisely, it represents nearly
2% of GDP when we know that the budget deficitlitse estimated to be something around
3.2%.

This supplementary expenditure has to be paid amekilook at this figure of Rs6.1
billion, it represents 27% of the VAT receipts the year 2011 and this 27% of VAT receipts, if
it has not been spent extra, would have meantuctiet of 4% from the 15% VAT rate. Also,
this kind of extra expenditure is financed by aiddial debt and if we compare this figure Rs6.1
billion to the increase in the stock of Governmesibts, which rose in 2011 from Rs150.7 billion

to Rs164.2 billion, then this supplementary budggtresents nearly 45% of the increase in the



stock of Government debts. | said it is a staggeamount. In fact, it equals actually the total
amount of loans borrowed and disbursed from inteznal organisations in 2011.

Mr Speaker, Sir, this extra expenditure is morattiee size of the STC hedging loss; it
is more than the Betamax | and Betamax Il where BRiian have been spent in the vessel and
R1 billion turnover for 15 years are being earmdrkar the Petredec — LPG Gas Terminal. |
don’'t need to say by how much it exceeds the amouniecessarily spent on Jin Fei and
Neotown. This is the amount of overspending, Medker, Sir. Can we say that this size is
reasonable? Was it foreseeable? Was it unavoidlaMeatever it is, Mr Speaker, Sir, it is
unacceptable. This kind of variance is not accdetaven under the Financial Management
Rules. Under the Financial Management Rules, ¢oezdion or avirementfrom one programme
to another programme or from a programme of oneid#finto another programme in another
Ministry will not be permitted if it exceeds 5% die estimates appropriated. So, 5% is the
threshold that triggers the justification of thateoexpenditure. It will require documentary
evidence, verification of outcome before it is apywd by the supervising Ministry or the
Ministry of Finance. Here, what justification andhat explanation do we have on the necessity
of this extra expenditure? We are presented wihtaf figures, by a whole table, Mr Speaker,
Sir; of expenditure which have already been digiiand the financial accounts have already
been prepared and even the audit report has bseadisSo, we are, in fact, in front ofaat
accompliand we are asked to regularise or even rubber seamptherwise unappropriated
spending. How can such an exercise approving exeessverspending be a case of
regularisation of something where there is no fiastiion, there is no cost benefit analysis, there
IS no examination of the return on expenditure enfgrmance valuation and there is no penalty
for excess waste and no sanction for those redplenfsir this exaggerated extravaganza? Why
should Parliamentary oversight and scrutiny be tygdight and rushed? Should this continue
year in and year out, Mr Speaker, Sir, as if lusiness as usual? | think there is need to be are
thinking and a revamping of this whole exercisesopplementary appropriation. We are here
talking only on the size and the quantity of theess expenditure, Mr Speaker, Sir, a purely
guantitative discussion. But what about the quabt these excess expenditures, about the
service level of these expenditures, the deliveéapndards, the timeliness, the cost efficiency?
Do we get value for money? Is there quality cortddlhat is the cost-effectiveness of all these

excess expenditures we are called to approve? Arenaking proper use of the management



tool of Programme-Based Budgeting and the PerfoocmaManagement System which
supposedly have been installed at the Ministry ioikce by experts from the World Bank?
What's the use of all these advisers from the WBddak and consultants posted at the Ministry
of Finance if there is no monitoring, no controb, @valuation to meet these key performance
indicators and targets? We have not seen any m®geports on these expenditures. Hon.
Pravind Jugnauth just talked about the BusinessviBré-und and the other Funds which, year
after year, are getting additional budgetary alioces.

So far, we have never seen any progress reporddie even see any audited report of
these funds. Whatever audit report submitted isfdar or five years back for certain special
Funds? If you look at the audit report you will sees clearly written which of those Funds for
which the financial statement had been submitteyg hate and the Minister of Finance, who had
worked in the private sector, should know thathe private sector, a private enterprise must
submit its return within six months of the end t&f financial year failing which penalties are
raised on it at the Registrar of Companies. So,tuwshghe transparency and accountability to
ensure that these extra expenditures are maderfyrapéhe interest of the taxpaying public, Mr
Speaker, Sir? How do we ensure that we can recoyxdra expenditure if it is not serving its
purpose? That's why there is need of a Fiscal Respiity Act and a Right of Information Act
to prevent this kind of cost explosion, Mr Speal&r, The causes of this cost explosion, year
after year, are many and well known: poor forecastiguess estimates; lack of planning;
amateurism; sheer incompetence; lack of control @ya monitoring; gross incompetence and
mismanagement. We have at the head of this Minwlrigh controls all these expenditures the
best Finance Minister of Africa and look at theutlesMr Speaker, Sir! Look at the paltry result
showing total fiscal irresponsibility and plain wege of public money! Sir, why is this
persistent excess expenditure growing bigger agdeb? Last year, it was just a little over Rs3
billion; this year it is over Rs6 billion, almosbdble that of last year. | don’t know where that
award comes from. Mr Speaker, Sir, this is a blagle. Things are getting very tough and the
Minister always tells us: things are tough; thera icyclone coming; the Euro zone crisis has not
ended. But what is happening? This is just a ptei® hide his incompetence because the
Budget is being wasted; the people are being agkéidhten their belt and Government is not
giving the right example. We should have expectedendiscipline, more rigour, more frugality

in these difficult times in order to get betteruis with lower costs and greater efficiency, but



we are not, Mr Speaker, Sir. Who is made to payttice excess spending? Who will have to
finance this ballooning budget deficit? The taxpaydr Speaker, Sir, the consumers, because
you will have to borrow more! In the end, whathe tMinister doing? He is selling all the assets
of the State. He is selling the house jewellerpiider to finance this deficit by the same token
crowding out private investment, therefore caugngate investment to fall and causing more
unemployment and paltry anaemic growth. That istthek record, Mr Speaker, Sir. This is a
Finance Minister who is creating more inflation, m@overty. He has a gargantuan appetite for
fiscal extravagance.

Mr Speaker, Sir, what are those main items of Kuegs expenditure in respect of which
we have to vote this supplementary appropriatioh?vé look at the different items of
expenditure, we can classify them into three broads: number one, goods and services;
number two, acquisition of non-financial assetsl anmber three, grants and other initiatives.

Let us look at Goods and Services. Let us lookatfirst one: Government Information
Service, on page 12. There is an additional exipgedfor publicity and press notices, where
there has been an original estimate of Rs11.5 ow,we are asked to vote and approve an extra
expenditure of Rs5.5 m. Why should we do thats Thbecause of a policy of discrimination
to favour certain newspapers. In fact, one daignewent to the court to seek redress for this
discrimination because its newspaper is not evemglioat Air Mauritius. What are the criteria
used to choose which newspaper to advertise, aspetod this type of money, Mr Speaker, Sir?
There are certain items of information that shdagdavailable to the wide public like notice of
vacancies in the civil service, tender informatigeguest for proposals and other official notices.
But, why is it that only two newspapers are gettihg lion share? Are we going back into a
regime of newspaper circulation controlled by omsvspaper, the ‘Pravda’? So, this item of
extra expenditure is not acceptable.

Second one, the Ministry of Tourism, on page 32eEainment Expenses, Mr Speaker,
Sir. A sum of Rs1.9 m. was voted. Now there isdditional expenditure of Rs6.7 m.

(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: Let’s have some order, please!

Mr Li Kwong Wing: What is this expenditure for, Mr Speaker, Sirdslan additional
expenditure for payment of services of artistsclatural events. Mr Speaker, Sir, is the Minister

of Tourism, the Minister of Culture? Why are cudtuevents not organised by specialists in



culture at the Ministry of Culture, which has itsvio budget? What should additional

expenditure be made three or four times the originaount voted for cultural activities? What

type of cultural activities and artists do we havéR have seen our good friend, the Minister,

involved with his ‘arms trafficking’? There is senother Minister whose name has been

mentioned in context of alleged arms traffickingit Bhave you seen that other picture?
(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: | am sorry to interrupt the hon. Member. Stickhte issue, please!

Mr Li Kwong Wing: Mr Speaker, Sir, we have an excess expenditurerentba,
carnaval, festivalare the order of the day; expenditure where y@uimporting Miss Brazil,
Miss UK, Miss everywhere. We are not sponsoringawn Miss Mauritius for her to go to UK
to promote Mauritius, but they are promoting Mis®8l, Miss France and others to come to
Mauritius. To do what, Mr Speaker, Sir? We haveeady wasted Rs40 m. in the branding
exercise, and these additional expenditures aadlytatncalled for. We know this culture which
is in the DNA of certain people: to waste moneystmander money, and to teimassa. But
what has this resulted in, Mr Speaker, Sir? Net single tourist more...

(Interruptions)
...has come because the number of tourists from Euhgs continuously declined year after
year, Mr Speaker, Sir.

Let us go to the other item, the Ministry of Puldhérastructure, on page 17. If you look
at that item, there is an additional expenditurresfacio-cultural activities, involving creation of
tents and podium for festivals. Mr Speaker, Sisuan of Rs6.7 m. was voted. Now, we have
another Rs6.8 m. expenditure to be approved. Hé@ye to ask the question: is the Ministry of
Public Infrastructure the Minister of religion? Ware we spending so much money and time on
things which could be outsourced to other peoplesre the Minister could have made better use
of his time and money to make sure that there areomstruction delays, that there are no cost
overruns, that they have better project planning] prevent unnecessary road accidents at
Soreze and The Vale?

Mr Speaker: | am sorry! | have to interrupt the hon. Membétlease, this is not the
debate on the budget. Therefore, stick to the ytemare dealing with, please.

Mr Li Kwong Wing: | am sticking to the item of Public Infrastructu&ar.



Mr Speaker, Sir, there is another item regardinlicd-orce on page 14, provision and
stores. Amount voted was Rs12 m. Now, we havexamm eamount which is unappropriated;
Rs1.5 m. What's the use of it? It is to provide $tores and provisions for new recruits. Mr
Speaker, Sir, have you seen the shirts of the remnmuits on the road? How you seen the
different shades of blue of these Police officenstbe road? So, what kind of additional
expenditure are we now approving, which is creasopstandard products and giving a bad
image to our public security officers?

Mr Speaker, Sir, the last item on this score, Gaus$ Services, concerns the Ministry of
Social Security, on page 25. Rs40 m. expendituas approved for Fees for Medical Boards
and Domiciliary Visits, and now we have Rs8.2 mdiaadnal expenditure to approve. Here, |
need to congratulate hon. Mrs Bappoo for the gootkwhe has been doing for the old people,
but the hitch in the matter is that many of thekk people get the visits from the doctors at
home, but then they have to go out to health ceritnetheir medical tests. They have to wait for
weeks and weeks before they can get their resdtthat by the time the doctors come back for
their visit, they do not have the results for moniitg.

Mr Speaker: There is a point of order.

Mr Duval: This is Supplementary Appropriation. It deals widmounts being
appropriated today, not on old age or whateverShkaker, Sir. | think the hon. Member should
stick to the point.

Mr Speaker: | have drawn the attention of the hon. Member. fibe. Member should
stick to the issue. This is not a debate on theybud

Mr Li Kwong Wing: | pray for the indulgence. 1 think the hon. Mieis should
understand that we are talking on a relevant stibfeexpenditure which is unappropriated, and
we are asking for justification. In general, wg fiaat many of these expenses are exaggerated,
unplanned and uncalled for. It is the role of kaistry of Finance with all his experts, with all
his World Bank advisers, and with all the rovingziadrs coming from the Ministry of Social
Integration, from the Tourism Authority that haveowved with him, hundreds of economists,
should be able to make control over all these esggnwhich they are not doing, which is totally
failing.

Concerning acquisition of non-financial assets,3ppeaker, Sir, there are so many cases

of variation in costs, which makes it a recurrégatn. Here, we have to mention a few cases,



namely the upgrading of roads, land drainage, aamibws payments for cost overruns. Mr
Speaker, Sir, the question that we have to askithver such a situation is acceptable and why
figures are being provided in the budget when theidity knows very well that these projects
are not going to be implemented. We can tolerater&in variance of a certain magnitude, but
when we have all these sophisticated software imathi¢ial modeling tools and the advantage of
updated information on tap at the Ministry of Finanit is a shame to have all these figures wide
of the mark.

Mr Speaker, Sir, as the hon. Leader of the Opjoostias said:la vie ne peut étre rose
tout le temps pour tout le mondespecially when we talk of those born with silgppoons. But
for those who cannot bring food to the table, fayse who cannot get a roof over their head, for
those who have to have recourse to persistent iedeéss in the hands of ruthless usurers, this
type of financial estimates, not only imprudentt buesponsible, should be condemned.
Therefore, we should not be surprised that thipkempentary budget for the year has more than
doubled compared to last year.

But before we approve such a colossal figure, Mea®pr, Sir, allow me to ask a few
guestions. Mr Speaker, Sir, | have heard the PNfimester, on several occasions, telling the
audience that before he leaves his office, he esdinat the lights are switched off and he even
requests his secretary not to waste paper for pbptes and printing unnecessarily. The Prime
Minister went even further to say:argent ne tombe pas du ciedind he thanks the Opposition
because he says that thanks to the kind of comntiaitsve are making which they don't like to
hear, the Prime Minister was grateful that he cdirld out themagouille For certain people,
there are onlyillages, magouilles multipliés par deux — PMX8D, this is the kind of budget
that we have to analyse very carefully and che@tyepossible cost item because you have here
somebody who is spending recklessly and is hardsuming his responsibility and he is
indifferent to the sufferings of the poor.

So, we are invited to approve a colossal figureRe#.2 billion under the Business
Growth Fund, Mr Speaker, Sir. There was alreadhyalance of Rs4 billion that was provided
successively by Rama Sithanen and Pravind Jugn&sg#.billion was lying there. Now, he adds
another provision, calling it rainy day. But heinsRio, so, where is the rain? He adds Rs4.2
billion as a provision in the budget, bringing datowar chest of Rs8.2 billion which he is

keeping in the event of some shocks due to woddssion aggravating. Mr Speaker, Sir, what is



this kind of budgeting? Rs4.2 billion! And how nhuicas he spent out of all this money? Rs8.2
billion in the kitty of Government put as idle degitoin the banks, Mr Speaker, Sir! And how
much has been spent? Not even Rs500 m./Rs60BHow much? Rs700 m.! Mr Speaker, Sir,
this is irresponsibility. How many SMEs have bé&etped? How many jobs have been saved?
How many firms have been able to avoid closing ddowrAnd yet, under his mandate,
unemployment has kept going up, private investrhastkept going down. Look at the Statistics
Mauritius! The growth rate is being degraded yater year.
(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: | have still to interrupt the hon. Member. Well,is clear that where a
supplementary estimate is being considered, delsftesld be confined as to why the extra
money is being sought. Please, this is the guigimgciple. | would appreciate if the hon.
Member could stick himself to this principle andihas guidance from Erskine May. Thank you
very much.

Mr Li Kwong Wing: | abide by your ruling, Mr Speaker, Sir. But yodwosld also
understand that that's the very question that lamking under this vote because this vote is
about resilience, to rescue firms. That's why | tvenknow how many small firms have been
rescued, how many jobs have been saved and how jolasyrave been created or is it that you
are rescuing onlyles petits copairs Or is it that you are throwing money after bad
management? Has there been any social impactsasseisdone on the expenditure that has
been provided for? Rs4.2 billion, Mr Speaker, Bimot small money. Is there any mechanism
put in place to control the allocation, the dislemngnt, the use of this sum of money? Is there
any full-time staff allocated to this Fund? Isrh@ny committee that evaluates application for
use of the funds, Mr Speaker, Sir? All these qaestleave us in the dark. But we always hear
that there need to be provisions for euro zonascriBut what we find is endless, useless
consultancies that are being dished out to the bogidriends.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | have talked about this huge itdmote of Rs4.2 billion, but there are
a number of other Ministries which are involvechimge project implementation also that need to
be scrutinised. Sometimes, we get the impresdiah these Ministries are ignorant of good
governance, accountability, proper planning, opation of resources when there are all kinds
of management techniques for achieving efficiencyprioject implementation. The excess in a

lot of these expenses, like the building of the MBI old Government House and in various



other items of road and bridge construction. ABgl items show excessive variance when the
FIDIC allows not more than 10% variation. Then, whyt that there is no proper control and
variance analysis carried out by the Ministry ofbRu Infrastructure?  This lack of
accountability creates doubt in the mind of peogleis always criticised by the National Audit
Report, but none of its lessons are being drawnnandontinue as before.

In the case of the Waste Water Authority also, Mre&ker, Sir, very often, the
competitive bidding itself is not there. We argipg enormous amounts through allocation of
tenders to the same firms and contractors andeftbrer, we don’t have value for money. [l
take just another example under the item prograrB&8— upgrading of roads. The original
appropriation was Rs200 m. and now we have aniaddltappropriation of Rs428 m. It has
more than doubled. For upgrading roads, one woalc lexpected, say 10% to 15% increase,
because there are some deviations, because somple pave problems of access. 10% to 15%
is reasonable. But how do we explain that these aygpropriations are more than double the
projected amount? The Minister of Public Infrastane is definitely taking us all for a ride.

(Interruptions)
When we see the sheer magnitude ....
(Interruptions)
Mr Speaker: Order, order!
Mr Li Kwong Wing : It is year after year, Mr Speaker, Sir ....
(Interruptions)
...the same magnitude of expenditure. Why could hetMinistry of Public Infrastructure do
proper planning? Why is it, Mr Speaker, Sir, thatyoften, the drawings of the tender have to
be redrawn by the consultant and the contractory &viery time it is the same story, Sir? If we
look at these different contracts, very often yavéh conflict of interest. We have just been
sitting with the Public Procurement Office at th&@ Committee, Mr Speaker, Sir, and there
have been so many complaints and so nmaaldonnesand he dares say that he will reply! For
donkey’s years this kind of ineffectiveness hastiomied anccela n’a que trop duréhecause we
cannot take public money and throw it out of thedaws and the whole nation is aware of this
kind of waste and lack of professionalism from khiaistry.

(Interruptions)



Mr Speaker, Sir, the discrepancy at the MinistryPablic Infrastructure which has been
found through questions after questions from myeegjue, hon. Dr. Sorefan, is simply too big
to swallow. Therefore, somebody at the Ministry~ofance is not doing his job there because, at
least, there, there should be somebody who shaaNd done the expected due diligence as a
custodian of public money to ensure that theresgaf responsibility in the use of public money.

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is vital that actions are imiéid to correct all these wide variances and
variations in costs and to prevent the recurreficeich magnitude of supplementary budgets. As
| have pointed out, there is a number of such @erding that strikes us at first sight and we
need not spend years at the IMF or the World Bardpend tonnes of money with consultants to
be able to find the remedial action. What is lagkmeither sheer competence or political will.

Mr Speaker, Sir, we need to look at all this exdpending because this is taxpayers’
money and we will have to look at the supplementauylget from a critical point of view,
though constructive. But, in a way, that transcetids legal framework and the accounting
process and norms. We cannot accept that additionds are just rubber-stamped and approved
when we are not sure of what is the cost-effecegsrof the money that has been spent.

It is the role of the Opposition, Mr Speaker, &ract as a watchdog to ensure that every
additional cent voted in this Assembly obtains ealor money and meets national priority in a
cost-effective and economically efficient manneaur sad to say when we draw the attention of
some Ministers for their own good of such misappein and wastage of funds, wastage of
public money, our own money, instead of taking oard our constructive criticisms and learn
how to improve performance and control abuse, #reyindifferent and come up with arguments
like: ‘they are against development, they prephétes de malhewand they only criticise.” Mr
Speaker, Sir, we are doing our job without feafamour because we do it for all those small
workers and small consumers who are working verd loait there to eke out an existence for
their family and their children.

Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir.

At 4.39 p.m. the sitting was suspended.

On resuming at 5.12 p.m. with Mr Speaker in theiCha

The vice-Prime Minister, Minister of Finance and Eonomic Development (Mr
Duval): Mr Speaker, Sir, | will wait for a few minutestirihe previous orator comes, hopefully

he will not run away after what he has said whlatgnsider, to be unnecessary, nasty, personal



remarks that he has made. Having let him speakSpwaker, Sir, which, | think, you did
rightly, 1 hope that you will allow me to respongpaopriatelyparce que I'incompétence de
’honorable membre n'a d’égal, M. le président, gg@n arrogance. Comme vous dites, M. le
président, peut-étre que ses génes, mais petituwtienpetit 'esprit. Quelle méchanceté de la
part de cette personne, quelle violence dans sogagebordering, Mr Speaker, Sir, on insane
comments made on the Supplementary Appropriatidhh ®an | go back again, Mr Speaker,
Sir?

(Interruptions)
| was just saying que perhaps his DNAais petit dimoune petit I'espriMr Speaker, SirSon
arrogance n'a d’'égal que son incompétenbtaybe he thinks he is talking to fools that may
have voted for him, but not us, on this side oftdoeise, and his remarks Mr Speaker, Sir ...

(Interruptions)
... consider to have gone beyond ...

(Interruptions)
...what is reasonable and this is why | respond ®hbn. Member before responding...

(Interruptions)
No, it's alright! | can handle it. | respond tag hon. Member with his stupid laugh.
Mr Speaker, Sir, it must be his DNA, it must it d’esprit, must be petit bonhomatehe
same time. | am certainly proud of my DNA, Mr Skea Sir.
| wonder whether | should reply to these commemtsabse they were so insane, but,
colleagues on this side, have told me: ‘No, Xayen must reply to what he has said’ because
they are so nonsensical, Mr Speaker, Sir. Soofudipite and hatred as if he wants to have this
seat, which he knows he will never get whateverpkap because he is not even Opposition
spokesman for the economy. He is my good friedr Vishnu Luchmeenaraidoo is the
Opposition spokesman for the economy, Mr Speakier, Be will never be. This is why he
knows that he must punch above his height maybdoni know what he is trying to do. Itis
personal. He made a personal remark, otherwismildanot.
(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker, Sir, we are most disappointed. ThesHois disappointed. The country is
disappointed. Why this demagogy of this Member® istsupposed to be an economist. He uses

a little knowledge to make a big thing out of nathi Thinking that he has a degree and people



will believe all the nonsense, but, Mr Speaker, Bwill show the hon. Member how much of a
mistake he has made in what he is saying. He ¢avem count. He has mentioned one item,
Rs900 m. of error, Mr Speaker, Sir. | mean if hantg to take somebody’s place, he is
complaining about this or that. He is complainatgput the Ministry’s of Finance people, he has
made nearly a billion of rupees error in one of thimgs he has stated. More than that, Mr
Speaker, Sirll n’a pas montré de pitié pour ses collegues deposition. Il n’a pas montré de
pitié pour I'honorable Bodha. |l sait trés bienje- ne sais pas si c’est dans son incompétence -
que les dépenses du ministere du tourisme rel&egbul of the World'qui a été mené par
’honorable Bodha. Il n’a aucune pitié pour ce rsa@ur. |l attaque ce monsieur, qui n’est pas
on the list to speak.

(Interruptions)
| can speak. | can defend myself. This poor hember is not even on the list to speak. He
goes on and on and attacks him. Maybe he doegeit know; he has not even bothered to
check what expenses have to do with leis@&st cela son incompétence

(Interruptions)
No, it is okay!

A lot of exaggeration bordering on the ridiculoughe NRF, Mr Speaker, Sir, it is not
Rs8.3 billion, maybe in his mind, somewhere hasutiteabout it; some sort of wet dream last
night, he has seen Rs8.3 hillion. It is not.sIRS900 m. over, it is Rs7.3 billion. If you waot
appear more intelligent than your friend, get yolmody figures right! Get your figures right
then you come and speak!

Dr. Sorefan: Mr Speaker, Sir, is the word ‘bloody’ parliamerar?

Mr Duval : | am not giving way, this is, at least, someghio be laughed at, Mr Speaker,
Sir. He has ridiculed himself. It is the samerfarstly anything that he has said all through his
half hour he has spoken. Just ridiculous!

Mr Speaker, Sir, we neede remettre les pendules a I'heureFirstly, there is no
overspending. Government is not overspending. eBouent is under spending. You see | have
regained my calm. We are under spending by Rs3i@rbthis year. | have gone through the
trouble of explaining in my speech - | take it agawhat this under spending is all about. Why
we have under spent? We have under spent, Mr 8pedk, not just because there are less

capital projects. There were less capital projevtxy year. If you take 2003/2004, when the



MMM was in power, the Capital Budget was 29% urgfgnt. That happens all the time. Now,
we are under spending on the capital. We knowhlbeause the procedurgstati patata,take

a long time. Mr Speaker, Sir, still the fact tias have spent less this year, we spent less, why?
| have taken it in my main speech; | can go fagain. Less on emoluments, Mr Speaker, Sir,
means what? It means less persons employed. Weedane the work with less people. We
could have gone on a recruiting spree, recruiteddreds and thousands of civil servants
additionally. We have not done so. All the guysowworked in 2011, in the civil service
worked — as | mentioned we did not fill all the {®0s harder than they worked before. That's
one thing. | will get the figures exactly in a memi. That's one thing.

The second thing, Mr Speaker, Sir, provision ofdgpand services, substantial fall, what
does that mean, he was laughing about electrieigg electricity, less transport, less petrol. sThi
is the second biggest item of under spendings I#ss amounts spent on goods and services, less
consultants, less advisors. | have no advisor fteenWorld Bank. He does not even know.
There is no Advisor at the Ministry of Finance. Has found hundreds. Minister's Advisor
about five, and so far, as Advisor to the MinisbfyFinance from the World Bank, not a single
one. He has found hundred, Mr Speaker, Sir. Whah saying, there is, in fact, a lot of
exaggeration, insanity in what he has said. Treen® other word for it, Mr Speaker, Sir.

We have spent less. Some of the reasons areemeslsiments, less purchase of goods
and services, and also, we have needed to givddass to the parastatal bodies. These are
three main areas. Of course, we need loans fuatbag the line. In 2012, it's a fact, there have
been less of all these.

On the other hand, there has been additional exjpead The funny thing about this type
of accounting is that you don’t account for understing, you account only for over spending in
certain programmes even though, overall there isomer spending. Overall, there is
underspending of Rs3.7 billion. In some programntiesre is some underspending and some
over spending. For the under spending, we dorédne report and we have to come to the
House and hear such comments from the former oraterhas clearly not understood that it is
only for some of these programmes that there isspeading of Rs6.1 billion.

Now, before | come to Rs6.1 billion, another ingani inflation is galloping inflation.
What is this? This year we are expecting inflattonch less than last year; 4.3%. As far as

investment is concerned, there is another insanitythe investment sector, in the monetary



terms, it will be more than last year; private sedhvestment and so will be public sector
investment. What is all this? He is so-calledneroist, coming and talking rubbish to this
House. Some poor fellow reading some newspapérbefleve and that's what is dangerous!
Nobody here will believe what he said, but somepgesomewhere will believe in it. Inflation
is going to be higher when it is 4.3%. Public debey were in Government, 64% public debt,
on the same basis as we are calculating todayetat d’'urgence économique, désastre
économique

In 2011, Mr Speaker, Sir, it is 54.2%. If we takeat March, the latest figure that we
have it is 53.8%. It has been falling even throtigh crisis. One of the few countries in the
world, maybe that's why, | got the prize. The advirat he is so jealous of. We are among the
few countries of the world, where public debt idifig, you like it or not, that is the fact, 53.8%
in March of this year and we are happy that itas §he public debt is falling even though we
have kept in the 2011 Budget, Rs8.8 billion in termh funds. Ce n’est pas cing sous .cdt is
Rs8.8 m. that's what we have kept in the Budgety\Was Moody’s not taken his advice? It is
because he would want the country to go down iméogutter. No! Why has Moody’s, in fact,
upgraded the country? Never before in this histtom Baa 2 for about 15 years to Baal, why?

One of the reasons they have cited are aggressivatar cyclical measures. What are
these aggressive counter cyclical measures? Ghe igery high public sector investment, about
Rs20 billion 2012, and the second one, would ydiebe - the very thing that this Member is
going on and on about - is the national resilienthey made a mistake in their correspondence;
they meant National Resilience, and they cite ithieir correspondence. That is the reason why
Mauritius is being upgraded. Let every other counio the same because, in fact, we have a
historically high figure of Rs7.3 billion, not R&2billion like the hon. Member was saying
before.

(Interruptions)
‘Sorry, | made a mistake!” Just a stupid laugh!

Mr Speaker, Sir, that is one reason. | accept soittke comments that hon. Jugnauth
made. He was very technical and very fair in whetsaid, but he made a drastic mistake also.
He made a drastic mistake in saying he was ag#westund. Why is Duval now putting a
provision of Rs4.2 billion or whatever in the Funtd@ is against that. Hon. Pravind Jugnauth is
totally against the creation of this Fund. Butfamunately, for the 2011 Budget, when he was



Minister of Finance - he must have forgotten! m’tainderstand! | did not understand it at the
time. He must somehow ask what is that figure gf.R billion; he cannot escape that or else he
has forgotten; either one or the other. It carb@tBecause we provided for funds in this 2012
budget and we accept that, out of the Rs6.1 bilinat we are voting for, Rs5.1 billion are funds
being replenished. Only Rs1 billion are actuatly éther items. The rest is, in fact, transfers of
money. No spending; has not been spent; has eottbeched; not one cent! It is going to these
Funds! Hon. Pravind Jugnauth did the same! Hendidput Rs5.1 billion; he put Rs1.6 billion,
but it is still a lot of money. But he does notegmwith that; he is totally against that — anything
that should not be abolished. | don’t understalihybe he has forgotten. | got lost a little bit in
that speech, but he was correct in his speech. | Rain't see how he made that mistake.
Unfortunately he is not here, but | would have agmted some explanation about how you can
create something, and then when your colleague th@esame and a bit more, you attack him
and say that what you have done is totally wrong.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | have said Rs5.1 billion and Rgllon remaining. What is the Rsl
billion made up of? Because there is also a lole@hagogies and people saying that we are
stealing people’s moneycarnaval, festivalla vie en rose Where has the Rs1 billion gone?
And here, shame to the Member, Mr Speaker, SircaBse of that Rs1 billion, Rs134 m. has
gone on doubling of the rate for social aid; doodplihe payments paid for social aid, to the
poorest in this country. That is the Rs1 billibattwe are voting today. | hope he will have the
decency not to ask a question about that in a mbmen

Mr Speaker, Sir, there are other payments; Rs15@aid to MITD for training of the
young basically, but that is also a contra-entrgaose with government accounting, a good part
of the money has come elsewhere, and this is l&iagn as expenditure. Rs62 m., Mr Speaker,
Sir, have gone to Rodrigues. It is not an add#ioexpenditure; it is a transfer from the
Contingency Funds to the Rodrigues Regional Assgrbecause, in fact, they had to pay
compensation and they also had to pay the soakimRodrigues, which we have paid in
Mauritius. Mr Speaker, Sir, Rs203 m. for the PtalMilhems Sewerage Project is a paper
adjustment. No money has actually come out. It happens that it is a Chinese contractor,
there is a Chinese loan, the Chinese Governmeiiixon bank - | forgot which one - paid

directly to the contractor, and we booked the payrhere. So, it comes up as an adjustment in



account; Rs203 m. Not a cent has left the coumtiyre Accountant General. It is the same sort
of adjustment of Rs41 m. for the MBC.

All'in all, Mr Speaker, Sir, one should take odttakse funds. The rest represents 1.5%
of the budget in terms of additional adjustmenits.2003/2004, as | mentioned before, it was
8.3%. Last year - | presented it myself - it wa898, but if you look at it, we shouldape
'estomac’because in a way it is going down, from now 1\&relast year it was 3.9%. So, we
should be happy that, at least, what it shows berehat it is worth here, showed in these
accounts, things are getting better in terms oftamhél expenditure.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | think a lot of people genuinelgven maybe the previous speaker
genuinely does not know — do not know what is seim@ntary expenditure. | will explain it
again. This supplementary expenditure of Rs6.lohilfirstly is provision for rainy day. Yes,
provision for rainy day funds, created a long tiag®, replenished every year, and that accounts
for two-thirds of the money - a bit more. Thenerth are additional expenditures that are
incurred. For instance, we decided during the yearevery local authority should have Rs10 m.
to spend on infrastructure. Everybody knows tHadit it has to come from somewhere. Itis a
policy change. So, it is notgaspillage;the money has been spent, but it was not provioied
and so it is in there. It is not additional expeénd; it is a policy change.

Similarly, Mr Speaker, Sir, there is timing diffeies. Sometimes, because the Budget is
done in October/November, we can expect to pay songein December, and for some reason
the cheque did not come out at that time - | woméntion what cheque — and it comes out the
next year. That comes, therefore, as a timing idiffee. The next year, it is not an excess
expenditure, but shows up as an additional experadiit is just a timing difference. One is
saving, and so we get blamed because of the sawmegget blamed for the additional
expenditure next year, whereas it is just timinlj.is good to understand that Government
accounts on a cash basis.

In fact, some of the reasons for creating otherdBuis to get round this cash basis.
Government accounts with cash basis; what is paidvehat is received. Debtors, creditors are
not taken into account, as far as Government ad¢s@ra concerned. That is a problem. | think
hon. Li Kwong Wing mentioned the private sectorq #mat people have to Ipeudentetc. In the
private sector, you would never spend everythiHgve you seen a company that does not keep

reserves? Have you, Mr Speaker, Sir seen any ayyfip&aybe only the previous speaker has



seen that! | don’'t know! A company that does no¢fkeeserves and spends everythidgio
dans compte la banqueNext year, they will see how it goes. No compdnes that! And no
government can do that, especially when you knat tiings are getting worse, things can get
worse. These are the Funds because of cash ammpui@overnment has created the Funds in
case we need some money like any prudent man vemuldAnyone of us here in this House, |
am sure, has a bank account somewhere, where heptasome money. He may fall sick, his
children may fall sick, his wife may need something may need to go on a holiday, whatever it
is. Everybody keeps a bit of money. Why should@dvernment keep a bit of money,
especially at a time when the world economy is isaslrous? So, shame on these people who
are making fun of this!

People have wanted over the years to move the @Gmet accounting to an accrual
basis, that is, to take into account all our dedispur creditors, all that we owe. But that's no
happening! At the moment, we are on a cash b@sisa cash basis, the only way that we can
keep some money for the future like, | mention agge ne veux pas étre rébarbatibnybody
would do the same, Government has done the sardeylandy’s has applauded it, and rightly
so. |think I have been clear on the need, Mr B@e&ir, for the rainy day Fund.

Mr Speaker, Sir, very quickly, sometimes moneyr@vjaled in contingencies. In fact, in
2012, we have provided more in contingencies thaforb. Sometimes, we provide in
contingencies and, therefore, when we transfeo the actual account, that also counts as an
over expenditure in that particular account thaenes the money. | have mentioned book
adjustments, Mr Speaker, Sir, for loans. Now aisere will always be cost overruns, but that is
a small percentage of all that we have been tal&lmgut. If you take everything out, probably
you will get about Rs400 m. which account for ewaing else including cost overruns.
Obviously, sometimes we have additional scope orksvthat are carried out. So, that is, Mr
Speaker, Sir, the basis of preparation of the atsou

| must say that in the Director of Audit’s re[prhase job it is to criticise, he is paid to
criticise, we spend, as you will see, nearly Rsilliob. There are 55,000 employees in the
Public Service. Obviously, there will be mistake®bviously, there will be things that are
wrong. If in a job, you will do a thousand thingght; he will pick only on those that he has
seen wrong. That is his job, and he has pickeefésence sheets this year. A few years ago, it

was even 100 reference sheets. So, in terms obensnit has fallen and it is his job, but he has



gone out of his way to congratulate Government han Rerformance-based budgeting saying
that, | am quoting from the Director of Audit's Rep on page 7 -

“It is an undeniable fact that budget managemerd process have significantly

improved since the introduction of Programme-Ba3edgeting (PBB)...”

So, he has said that, and he has been &egieuxconcerning this issue of Performance-Based
Budget.

Mr Speaker, Sir, if there is anything else | camezp| will do so during the Committee
Stage. Mr Speaker, Sir, let me just quickly cheokthat. 1 think, therefore, Mr Speaker, Sir,
without more ado, | would say that we are conceroledously that there should not be cost
overruns and inefficiencies in the Public ServiceBut, looking at this Supplementary
Expenditure, Mr Speaker, Sir, it does not give gasall to the sort of nasty comments that have
been made. On the contrary, Mr Speaker, Sir,atvshithat Government, under the leadership of
the Prime Minister, is on the right path.

Thank you very much, Mr Speaker, Sir.

(Interruptions)

Question put and agreed.to

Bill read a second time and committed.
(5.34 p.m.)

Mr K. Li Kwong Wing (Second Member for Beau Bassin& Petite Riviere): Mr
Speaker, Sir, my name has been mentioned. Careldpoint of personal explanation, please?

Mr Speaker: | am still on my feet! Now, the hon. Member cgreak.

Mr Li Kwong Wing : Mr Speaker, Sir, it is sad to hear that kind afduage from the
hon. Minister who has qualified me - petty, insamensense. | hope that...

(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: The vote has been taken. | invite the Deputyakpeto take the Chair for
the Committee of Supply!

At this stage, the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY
(The Deputy Speaker in the Chair)
ESTIMATES OF SUPPLEMENTARY EXPENDITURE (2011) OF 2012

National Assembly - Programme Code 031: Parliamegngfairs was called.



Mr Obeegadoa Mr Chairperson, may we have some guidance aswoylou propose to
proceed?

The Chairperson: It's Programme Code 03dn page 10.

Mr Bhagwan: We'll go page by page?

The Chairperson: Yes.

Mr Bhagwan: Mr Chairperson, | have some queries on the |&snhi31112421 -
Upgrading and Refurbishment of Old Government Hposepage 10. We are being asked to
approve a vote of Rs17,226,002. Can | know fromégament whether there has been retention
money concerning the refurbishment? From what atbey - we are here every Tuesdays and
other days - there is a lot of practical problemsthe construction of the building: air
conditioners are not working, doors leading to thiwary have been so badly constructed that
we, hon. Members of the House, cannot go to theakyh and there are other practical amenities
concerning hon. Members. All of us, here, expesethis problem — | am not talking about the
problem of overflow of the new lavatory. Can | &Skvernment whether an assessment has
been made post the construction of the building?

The Prime Minister: In fact, there was retention money. What haspbapd, Mr
Chairperson, is tha like every building, when ytartsworking on it, payments have been made
to the contractor for the years 2010/2011. | thinkave answered a PQ on this already.
Retention money was - | can’'t remember the sum%,25think, of the contract value, but the
total payments for the year 2010/2011 is alreadyeth In addition, Mr Chairperson, Rs4.9 m.
were paid for the renovation of staircase and twile the contractor and Rsl1.1 m. to the
consultant. Therefore, the total payment for thedr is Rs137 m. As only Rs120 m. were
budgeted, an additional provision of Rs17 m. wawired. The works, as we know, have
already been completed.

Mrs Labelle: Mr Chairperson, | am on ite@2100 Publications and Stationeryhere is
an amount - not that much big - of Rs422,552. uhl¥dike to know whether any particular
measures have been taken to reduce cost on statioRer example, we still have the Hansard
report which is online and maybe some hon. Membersld want to have it on CDs which
would have cost less. Is there any particular nneawhich is being taken to reduce the cost? |

have just mentioned an example.



The Prime Minister: My understanding, Mr Chairperson, is that we havelo it that
way until we decide that it can be done differentlyhas to be printed, unfortunately.

Mr Ameer Meea: Mr Chairperson, on the last item, can | know, luding the
Rs17,226,002 that we are asked to vote now, whHabwithe total sum that is being paid for the
Upgrading and Refurbishment of Old Government Hduse

The Prime Minister: | think that this is a question that was the jecib of a
Parliamentary Question. The total payments for dmmstruction, it was awarded on
Rs327,574,781.12. For the year 2010: Rs75,341arid®011: Rs130,911,427. In addition, as
| said, Rs 4.9 m. were paid for the staircase, vations and the toilets; Rsl.1m. to the
consultant. The total payment for the year 201drefore, amounts to Rs137 m.

Mrs Hanoomanjee: Mr Chairperson, under the same itetdpgrading and
Refurbishment of Old Government Housan the hon. Prime Minister say whether the Project
Manager has already submitted his final reportwhéther in that report he has already stated as
to why an additional sum of Rs17 m. was required?

The Prime Minister: Obviously, he has because, otherwise, | wouldb® able to
answer the question. That is why | get the reasons

Mr Jhugroo: Under the same item, can | know whether there aaontract for the
Project Manager and if so, when the contract stasied when it was terminated and what
amount had been paid to the Project Manager?

The Prime Minister: In these cases, there are always Project Masadgart there was a
guestion on all this, Mr Chairperson. | will hage and get the details. Here, we are looking at
the supplementary budget.

Mr Obeegadoa Will the hon. Prime Minister tell us whether tadditional amount of
Rs17 m. includes provision of internet wirelessesscn working areas of Parliament such as the
Library and Committee Rooms, if not, why not? Wié also tell us whether the amount to be
approved allows for a device in the Library forfktaf the library to be able to follow
proceedings and know what stage of proceedings heee reached as is customary and if not,

why not?

The Prime Minister: | believe these are two different matters whach separate. This

is about the construction. They are the accesshatds something different, Mr Chairperson.



Mr Jhugroo: Under the last itenpgrading and Refurbishment of Old Government
House,can | ask the hon. Prime Minister whether consiitamahas been given to provide an
office for the Leader of the Opposition when thisrkvhas been done?

The Prime Minister: | will have to be a bit long, Mr Chairperson.hélfe have been
statements recurrently that the Leader of the Opposshould be provided with an office. In
2000, I was even told that the office was beingpared here. | was told to get in touch with the
Speaker of the House, Mr Ramnah, at the time. tligeouch and then nothing. Then, | was
Leader of the Opposition and | talked to the theim® Minister. He said that he had given
instructions that the Leader of the Opposition #thdave an office here. So, he said to me:
“maybe you should get in touch with Mr Ramnah agaihdon’'t know why they are not
moving”. So, again | got in touch with the thene@ker. Then, | was told that he is looking into
it. | waited until he looks into it. When | wetd see him a third time, he said: “unfortunately,
there is no space”. | am talking about 2000. Timegd more offices and all this, they will come
back to me. | waited. They came back to me totlsalythey have decided, it will have to be an
office outside the House, because there is no gpatean be provided. In spite of | was told at
the beginning that there was going to be spacenamdl am told that there is not going to be
space. | said alright. Then | was made to visib#iice outside the House, but not far from here.
| went to visit it. | had a look at it. | thoughtitat there should be some modifications in the
building and | suggested that if this could be ddneill agree. Then | was told that there is no
money to make these changes. The economic situats so bad that there was no money. |
said alright, | can’t get the building. I, Mr Chaeérson, said that I will pay for it and give itas
gift to whoever else becomes the Leader of the @gpa. | will pay for it from my own
pocket. | will do the adjustments that have torbade and it would be a gift to whoever
becomes the Leader of the Opposition afterwardgenEhat, it was not accepted. But, to tell
you, | want to have an office for the Leader of pposition because certainly | will not be
occupying it, somebody else can have it.

(Interruptions)

National Assembly - Programme Code 031: Parliamengfairs (Rs7,321,581) was, on
guestion put, agreed to.

Electoral Supervisory Commission and Electoral Btarres Commission - Programme

Code 071: Supervision of Electoral Activities areliew of Electoral Boundaries was called.



The Chairperson: | would like the hon. Members to move in the ordithe item that
they appear.

Mr Uteem: Mr Chairperson, with respect ttem 21110Personal Emolumentspay |
know from the hon. Prime Minister whether the adidsmentioned there are new advisers or
existing advisers and how many advisers there are?

The Prime Minister: Mr Chairperson, the provision is for two offisawhose contracts
of employment have been extended as from 01 Mab&h .2 They were appointed as advisers on
a contract basis for an initial period of six manthith effect from 01 September 2009, and this
has been extended because it was felt that theifces were still required by the Electoral
Supervisory Commission for the finalisation of ttmde of conduct for candidates and parties
and any other specific assignments as advisedeb@ timmission.

(Interruptions)

Mr Obeegadoa Mr Chairperson, you have said that it has tonberder, that is now a
little bit confusing. Onitem 22120 Feeghere is an additional amount of Rs555,766 forllega
fees. May we know which are the legal adviserdegal representatives of Government for
which this amount is earmarked?

The Prime Minister: The same representatives of Government that ladways
represented Government. There is a representimtonthe Electoral Supervisory Commission
as well. It was a case before the Privy Council.

Electoral Supervisory Commission and Electoral Btarres Commission - Programme
Code 071: Supervision of Electoral Activities arel/irw of Electoral Boundaries (Rs1,045,393)
was, on question put, agreed to.

Government Information Service - Programme Code @hivernment Information
Service and Provision of Internal News was called.

Mr Bhagwan: | am in front of you!

(Interruptions)

The Chairperson: This is the procedure and now the hon. Member ocamecowith the
query.

Mr Bhagwan: You are not watching at us.



The Chairperson: We have got different stages. This is the faastt of it and then we
come with the queries. Now, | will come with theegies. The hon. Member can go ahead with
the question now.

Mr Bhagwan: Can | ask the hon. Prime Minister about publitces? Regarding the
sum of Rs5,572,055, can | know from the hon. Pivin@ster - we have raised this question
during debates and even last year - whether Gowarhhas changed its policy concerning
Government notices to newspapers? Whether thetélia ban on one particular newspaper and
on what criteria? Whether the new policy has betmug as promised by the Prime Minister
some years back?

The Chairperson: Is it on the same item?

Mrs Labelle: Yes, of course Mr Chairperson, thank you. Thera substantial increase.
May | ask the hon. Prime Minister whether thera isarticular reason for that increase in press
notices? Whether a particular event which has brbtigs increase in press notices?

The Chairperson: Is it the same item? Yes, hon. Jhugroo!

Mr Jhugroo: Mr Chairperson, yes under the same item. Canvek lalist of all the
newspapers concerned and how much was paid tooé#cbm?

The Prime Minister: First of all, Mr Chairperson, there is a caséramt of the Court. |
think 1 answered a Parliamentary Question on tttegrefore, it issub judice If 1 am not
mistaken, the case is taken today or tomorrowinktkoday. So, we will have to wait, | cannot
prejudice the case in front of the Court, becausereewspaper has put a case in Court precisely
on this matter. So we'll have to wait for the resioh of the case. | think personally there will be
a resolution. But | can't say for sure.

As for the increase, first of all there has beeniramease in the number of notices,
because if we have noticed more Bills are beingghf Parliament.

There are more events taking place, but also ttes raave increased; | am told, the
publicity rates.

Mr Obeegadoa Again, we are confused to the way you are praoged terms of items.
Under item32145509: Loans - Loan to the MBIQ]id listen to the Minister of Finance, but | am
still unclear as to the exact purport of this amotihere is no figure in the column appropriated.
| would like to understand why this extra amountRs37,618,381 arises? Was it not provided



for initially? What are the variations that wouldsjify such a significant amount? What
percentage does it represent as compared to tied aust provided for?

Mr Duval: | can only enlighten the Member part of the wéyis is, in fact, book
adjustment. The loan from China is made to Mausjtbut the payments are made directly to
the contractor. So, the money does not come in.ehom, we have to recognise a liability here.
Now, it is a loan taken by the Government of Mausitwhich we onlend to the MBC. It is as a
liability and also a debt.

The Chairperson: Hon Bodha!

Mr Bodha: Mr Chairperson, on the same item, may | askhibre Prime Minister what
was the total cost of the construction of the newding and whether it was totally funded by
the Chinese loan?

The Prime Minister: Mr Chairperson, the project value was Rs400 md, as has been
said, by the Government of the Republic of Chirraulgh a loan free interest and the amount of
Rs37,618,381 represents the final instalment.

Government information services - Programme Codé: Zdovernment Information
Service and Provision of International News (41,338) was, on question put, agreed to.

Rodrigues - Programme Code 311: Rodrigues Develapmas called.

Mr Francois: Mr Chairperson, just a question about it@6811001: Current Grant -
Rodrigues Regional Assembly.ail know from the hon. Prime Minister what is tireakdown
for BRP and social aid from the Rs64 m. of exc@gsa@priation?

The Prime Minister: Mr Chairperson, the Rodrigues Regional Assemhilgnstted
budget proposals to the Ministry of Finance for tgear 2011, which amounted to
Rs1,403,310,000 and, however, a mere provision ©f1R44,000,000 was provided by the
Minister of Finance. Therefore, this is the reafmmthe addition of sum that is required to meet
payment for the following expenditure -

fees for Medical Board
medicine, drugs and vaccines

provision and stores



National Pension Fund
social aid
Unemployment Relief Fund
assistance to patient inoperable in Rodrigues
block grant to RCEA
primary school supplement fees in project and
SC and HSC examination fees.
There are also, | should add, savings on this iigm.as the hon. vice-Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance says, normally the savings unfoately do not apply. The savings of Rs2.9

m. are there also.

Mr Francois: Is there a specific amount for the BRP and saidf?

The Prime Minister: Yes, there is. | can give the details of the aloaid. The social aid
is Rs15,969,000, that is, the additional cost.

Rodrigues - Programme Code 311: Rodrigues Develapriirs61,648,380) was, on
guestion put, agreed to.

The Chairperson: | would just like to explain the procedure to Masns. | have got to
put the question first and then will follow the gies.

(Interruptions)

Police Force — Programme Code 263: Emergency, DesasvManagement and
Surveillance was called.

Mr Baloomoody: Under item22120 Fees - additional provision required for pagnt of
fees in respect of officers of a special mobileddiollowing courses in India,ag we know the
fees are paid to whom and how many members of atafé sent for training and in which
specific area?

The Prime Minister: Yes, in fact, Mr Chairperson, these were feesl [rairespect for
three officers at the SMF sent for training abroadlon't think it is proper to give their names.

They don't give details of the areas, but they viregeneral training for the SMF.

Mrs Labelle: Mr Chairperson, it is on the same item. | wouke lto ask the hon. Prime

Minister whether there is some selection criteviathose who have benefited for this training?



The Prime Minister: That has nothing to do with the Prime Ministeffice. They select

through the procedure, they go to the DisciplineccEs Commission.

Mr Obeegadoa Under the same item, are we to understand tiegpenditure was not
foreseen in the sense that these courses had antgrearranged at the times of budgetary
forecasting and is it now a regular feature? Ddare a standing arrangement with India so that

every year, we should account for such courseSKtfF soldiers?

The Prime Minister: We have standing arrangements not just with [noli& also with
other countries, France, UK and even the USA,aml not mistaken. But these come up when

they have courses ready. We cannot prearrangeadidadf the time.

Mr Baloomoody: Under item22900005 Provision and Stordkere is an additional sum
of Rs1,566,486. There are still some complairdasfiPolice officers that they are not receiving
their uniforms, especially shoes. Can | know whethe additional sum we are being asked to

vote, cater for these requirements?

Mr Obeegadoa Under the same item, if | may again, my quespiertains to procedure.
Since we do know beforehand how many new recrhiggetare going to be, why can it not be
anticipated the increase in terms of supplies, @rtignately to the number of recruits?

The Prime Minister: We planned to have the number of recruits, budaés not
necessarily follows, Mr Chairperson. This was foraaditional of, | think, 69 new trainees. The
cost includes different provisions and an increagle supply of meals as well.

Mrs Labelle: On page 15, under iteB1110 Personnel Emolumentkere is this excess
of Rs12 m. It relates to ration allowance instedgupply of meals. | would have taken it that
there was a particular amount which was appropti&te the supply of meals. May | ask the
hon. Prime Minister what is the difference and hee/have reached this Rs12 m., and also the
number of officers concerned as well as the amotintoney paid to each officer? What is the

rate of this ration allowance?



The Prime Minister: Mr Chairperson, it is one of these arrangemdmds, for example,
the staff of the National Coast Guard is not elgifor meals. That is how the procedure is.
Therefore, they have to be paid a ration allowaRegment for the ration allowance was made
under the item of Personal Emoluments, as ratitowahce is taxable. That is why there has
been a change. The rate of the ration allowanBsi90 daily, and there are 730 beneficiaries.

Mr Bodha: Under item22010 Cost of Utilitiesas regards the Coastal Radar Surveillance
System, may | ask the hon. Prime Minister when thassystem installed and where it has been
installed? Why was there no forecast as regartisetsupplementary expenditure?

Mr Lesjongard: Mr Chairperson, with regard to the same item, malgo ask the hon.
Prime Minister to clarify whether we are talking efisting Coastal Radar Surveillance System
or is it of additional units? This is my first quies. My second question is: with regard to the
enlistment of new recruits, are we talking of nemidings where additional charges are related
to electricity and telephone or is it the existimgldings that we are talking about?

The Prime Minister: In fact, Mr Chairperson, the Coastal Radar Sllargie System
has been received as a donation from the Governofiémdia, and the difference of Rs34 m. has
been met by the Government of Mauritius for thalaharges and taxes on equipment imported
by the contractor, which is Balad Electronics Litds not a new one. There has been an increase
in consumption of electricity and telephone chargdswing the implementation of the Coastal
Radar Surveillance System. The increase of el@gtamounts to Rs1,269,262, and then there is
an increase on telephone plus there are savings timel item Wastewater. So, the total comes to
Rs2,466,290.

Mr Jhugroo: At page 15, under itef®1121803 Acquisition of Patrol Vessean | know
from the hon. Prime Minister what is the cost & fphatrol vessel and when is the expected date
of delivery?

Mrs Labelle: Under item22020 Fuel and Oilthere is an additional sum of Rs8.9 m. It
relates to increase in consumption and price of. May | ask the hon. Prime Minister what
amount concerns the increase in consumption anthehee have now additional vehicles and
so on? What justifies this increase in consumption?

The Prime Minister: To start with the last question, the additionalvision required is
due to, as it says, an increase in consumptionedf First of all, there has been an increaseen th

number of vehicles. There has been an increaseeinumber of ships, and then there have been



savings for the fuel of aircrafts. That saving amtsuo Rs1,624 m. There have been 33 vehicles
and 10 motorcycles which have been attached td#t®nal Coast Guard. As for the total cost
of the patrol vessel, the cost is USD58.8 m. Od,thh amount of USD10 m., which will be a
one-time grant given by the Government of Indiathe Government of the Republic of
Mauritius, will be disbursed directly by the Gowverent of India to the builder, and the
remaining amount of US$48.5 m. shall be paid byGbgernment of Mauritius to the builder.

As for the delivery, | think | answered a Parliartaey Question; it is expected to be in
2014.

Mr Baloomoody: Under item22050 Office Expensetis is, in fact, a huge increase.
May we have some detailed particulars of that m®edn office expenses?

The Prime Minister: There has been an increase in the cost of pugcbasleaning
materials and also for office requirements.

Mr Ameer Meea: On the patrol vessel, can | ask the hon. Primeidtgr if this vessel is
equipped with weapons for defence purposes?

Mr Obeegadoa Under the same item, if | may, since this patreksel is a most
welcome arrival, and coincides with the extensiblouwr continental shelf. May we know what
special equipment is being provided for on thisseésand will it be able to undertake missions
to the limits of our new territorial territory?

The Prime Minister: As | said, Mr Chairperson, this vessel is weluipged with
armaments. | hope it is not just for defence, e for attack, if we need to, if there are pirates
in our areas. They are well equipped. | don't thirdhould give details of the equipment, but
they are also equipped with salvaging and all thbs®ys.

Mr Baloomoody: Under item22160 Overseas Trainingwe are asked to vote an
additional sum of Rs221,594. May we know how maiffycers have benefited from that
training and in which specific area?

The Prime Minister: There are 77 officers from the National Coasti@uwand the Police
Helicopter Squadron which followed training overse&Vhen we say overseas, it includes India,
China and Reunion Island.

Mr Jhugroo: Now that we have bought a new patrol vessel, imask the hon. Prime
Minister what will he do with ‘Le Vigilant'?



The Prime Minister: ‘Le Vigilant’ was a huge scandal, which is noistovernment. If
the hon. Member goes back in history, he will see e Vigilant’ was born. We have been
trying to get rid of ‘Le Vigilant.” | have answerepliestions on this. It's a huge scandal.

Mr Francois: Under item21111 Other Staff Costsnay | know from the hon. Prime
Minister whether the payment of travelling allowargoes cater for refund of air fares for new
recruits from Rodrigues when they came here fonitrg?

The Prime Minister: As far as | know, the airfares are paid.

Mr Jhugroo: Regarding overseas training, can | know from tbe.HPrime Minister
whether these officers have got training to conpirates?

The Prime Minister. They have general training, Mr Chairperson. Thauld include,
obviously, the counter vessels which resist, bbyiausly, they are going to have additional
training for piracy.

Police Force - Programme Code 263: Emergency, [@gadvlanagement and
Surveillance (Rs31,197,967) was, on question mreed to.

Deputy Prime Minister's Office, Ministry of Energind Public Utilities Programme
Code 444: Sanitation was called.

Mr Bhagwan: Regarding the region of Verger Bissambar in mystiturency, on which |
have put many questions in the interests of thelpeaf the region, can | know from the hon.
Deputy Prime Minister whether in that particulartejoprovision has been made for the 30
families, which is a bit long overdue?

The Deputy Prime Minister: It does not appear in this one, but it will appeathe next
one. This is a promise.

Mr Lesjongard: May | ask the Deputy Prime Minister, since we ustind that this
provision is to cater for book adjustments in respé payments effected by the Exim Bank of
China, do we have cases where contractors haveisetrmlaims with regard to interests on late
payment by that bank?

The Deputy Prime Minister: | am not aware of this, Mr Speaker, Sir. But,dare, each
and every payment has been duly vetted and applow€I B, CPB and Ministry of Finance.

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: May | ask the hon. Deputy Prime Minister whethiee t

additional provisions made, was with respect to@rgnge in the scope of work of the project?



The Deputy Prime Minister: No. | think the vice-Prime Minister and Ministef o
Finance explained it very well. Sometimes, it app@a one year and then it goes on to the next.
Works were slowed down the previous year and tlveelarated in the year 2010; this was the
result of this increase.

Mrs Hanoomanjee: Can | ask the hon. Deputy Prime Minister, brieflhich localities
have been concerned with funds from the Exim BdrBona?

The Deputy Prime Minister: It is lot 1A, lot 2 mainly A. Lot 1A covers Staryie
Trefles, La Source and Palma. Lot 2 covers BellseRba Louise, Sodnac and Candos.

Mr Lesjongard: Mr Chairperson, I'll get back to what | have sdlid.the Director of
Audit's Report, it has been highlighted that codtives have claimed additional payment with
regard to late payment. Now, we understand thatithak has been paying directly contractors.
Do we have cases where there have been delaysajongmt with regard to Exim Bank and
contractors have claimed additional payment?

The Deputy Prime Minister: | will see the information and pass it to the Haus

Deputy Prime Minister's Office, Ministry of Energyd Public Utilities - Programme
Code 444: Sanitation (Rs202,596,233) was, on quegtit, agreed to.

The vice-Prime Minister's Office, Ministry of Publilnfrastructure, National
Development Unit, Land Transport and Shipping -dgPamme Code 321: Policy and Strategy
Development for Public Infrastructure, Land Trangpmnd Maritime Services was called.

Mr Bhagwan: Mr Chairperson, | am just asking a clarificatiowrh the vice-Prime
Minister. Concerning the rental facilities for podi and tents, can | know from him whether
there is a specific procedure or guideline? Wekatlw we have lots of national festivals and
then we have occasional festivals in all the dd@fércommunities. Can | know from the vice-
Prime Minister whether there is a sort of policydglines as to which cultural activities should
be getting such and such facilities, whether hethasdiscretion to pick and choose and give
assistance from Government, not only the main ialg organisations, whether it goes to the
main president of the socio-cultural organisatia®, in fact, makes an abuse and picks and
chooses, instead of giving to the proper persorsavl asking the facilities?

Mrs Labelle: On the same item, may | ask the hon. Ministerifwill give a list of the

socio-cultural activities with the respective amtsypaid for each event?



Mr Lesjongard: Mr Chairperson, on the same item, can | ask thre Nbnister whether
when these facilities are granted, these are giveontractors on a yearly basis, or is it thateac
and every time that these facilities are requitedders are being launched?

Mr Bachoo: Mr Chairperson, normally, emphasis is laid onavai festivals which have
been declared by the Government of Mauritius. &nghst, the number of national festivals was
limited, now it has taken a big turn. We have gbivEtree, Cavadee, Eid, Ougadi, Ganesh
Chaturthi, Yaum-un-Nabi, Rambhujun and Diwali. Tinand again, there are -cultural
programmes, where you have got registered orgamisatvhich make a request and, basing on
the request and looking at the availability of fandie construct those tents.

Secondly, we have got restrictions. It is not #waygbody can ask and get it. Normally,
importance is given to those national cultural orgations. Thirdly, each and every time when
such demand arises, normally, we launch tenderstlaatdis normally done through tender
procedures. Fourthly, | have got no problem. | willto circulate a list of those who have been
beneficiaries under different festivities.

Mr Obeegadoo: On the same issue, | will not raise the policyteratwhich are being
ably handled by other MPs, even, on the other sidéhe House. My concern is the sheer
amount. Are we to understand that initially Rs6.7were budgeted under this item and that
actual spending has more than doubled? | mearystire list of festival celebrations are known
in advance and we have the expenditure for thefikstl year. How is it that this time now the
figures have doubled?

Mr Bachoo: It is because in the previous budget, the amoudgéted was around more
than Rs10 m. and last time the amount budgetedé&es only Rs6.7 m. In the past also, the
practice was there, but we have tried to limit ascimas possible. Unfortunately, we have not
been able to restrict more than that.

Mr Obeegadoo:On the same point, Sir. Again, | am not raising plolicy issue which is
being otherwise handled. My point is simply - &sild, it is being otherwise handled on the other
side, so | will not insist - these are public furadsl the Minister is asking for approval. Before
we do so, we would like to know why the anticipagagbenditure has more than doubled. Surely,
he has asked the questions and we would like tovkmioat the answer is.

Mr Bachoo: Mr Chairperson, because the number of programnietheo different

national festivals has almost multiplied and thegplains - it has also multiplied, yes, and, at



times, it becomes very, very difficult for us alsd/e started in the beginning with only
Shivratree and Cavadee, and ultimately, as yeasepgaby - my hon. friend was also a member
of that and he knows - the number of those natipnajrammes have increased and all of them
had to be adjusted within it and that explains wtas gone up.

Mr Bhagwan: | would like to know from the hon. Minister whethke has received
representations that certain genuine organisatiegistered with the Registrar of Associations
are debarred from getting this genuine help fronvéBioment, because they have to go through
the Chairperson of thessocio-cultural federationsand these personfent la loi, ceux qui
méritent et qui ne sont paa their good books won't receive. Can | ask tlon.hMinister
whether he will enquire into all the requests whicve been turned down, which have gone
through the president of these socio-cultural esmvho has prevented the association in getting
the approval, the help of Government, becauseptiidic money and everybody should have his
share and due?

Mr Bachoo: | concur with the hon. Member because | have knavamy cases. The
hon. Member was there, he knew the same probleat.wB have tried our best to see to it that
this is done with whatever amount is available.

Mr Baloomoody: Mr Chairperson, on the same issue, the hon. Minstel Cavadee
and Maha Shivaratree are national festivities,vieeitknow there are many kovils and shivalas
which organise these. Can we know how are thesdskeglected and whether there is any
guideline as to how a specific kovil or a specsitvala in one area will get a contribution from
the Ministry or is it only for those which are sgld by the blue-eyed boys of a certain
organisation?

The Chairperson: Hon. Uteem, is your question on the same issue?

Mr Uteem: On the same item, Mr Chairperson, | just wantedrtow from the hon.
Minister whether there is maximum amount whichliscated per society and per event.

Mr Bachoo: There is no such limitation as to the amount whscheing allocated. But
as the hon. Member asked me a question, for exarfgrl®laha Shivaratree, emphasis is laid
much on Ganga Talao and the vicinity of the arelasre/ the pilgrims have the habit of passing
through. But as for Cavadee, normally the ligbrispared by the Hindu Mahajana Sangam and
the Tamil Temple Federation. They prepare the I3f course, the sky can’t be the limit, they

can give you 200 places, but we try to limit as mas possible and we ask them to give us the



most important regions. Similarly for Eid and Yalwmn-Nabi also, we try to do as much as

possible, but we cannot satisfy each and everybddymally, all these requests come from the

registered organisations. In case we have gobmaticommittees, these matters are taken up
and we try to do our maximum.

Mrs Hanoomanjee: Mr Chairperson, we see this year the amount whashldeen spent
in excess is almost the same as the amount whishapropriated. Can the hon. Minister say
whether he can, as a matter of principle, earmas&rin amount, as if place a ceiling, so that
each year the amount that is spent does not exbeaxzkiling?

Mr Obeegadoo: On the same issue, Mr Chairperson, since the qoastems to be
exploding from one year to the next, | would likee know in respect of the decision-making
process, concerning the amounts to be dished dutther the Minister, in the light of this
experience, is considering consulting with the riMinister to define a proper mechanism
involving the Ministry of Arts and Culture which@hld be the first Ministry concerned to make
sure that next year we do not have Rs12 m. doubdifRs24 m.?

Mr Bachoo: Mr Chairperson, normally this is a real headachen@ and for my
Ministry as well. It is a real headache, | teluybonestly and sincerely, but | don’t know how
we are going to stop. In fact, to be very hondss, started with the previous Government and
we are continuing with it.

Mr Uteem: Mr Chairperson, undatem 28223990 Obligations following Winding Up of
the Development Works Corporatianay | know from the hon. Minister whether there any
outstanding cases in connection with the windinguUpWC or is that the final settlement?

Mr Bachoo: | am made to understand that this is the courtrpndew, we have to
complete it.

Mr Lesjongard: Mr Chairperson, on the same page, with regaitetn22120008~ees
to Consultantswe are being asked to vote an additional amourRs¥ m. Can we have an
indication why and to which consultant this amoigriteing paid?

Mr Ameer Meea: Mr Chairperson, can we also have the details oféks of Rs24 m.
to consultants?

Mr Nagalingum: Mr Chairperson, on the same issue, can we know wioglies they

have made and whether there is a report?



Mr Bachoo: Firstly, if the detailed breakdown is asked abdwe Rs24 m., | will
definitely lay it in the Library. Secondly, conoarg the report, in fact, | will lay a copy of the
report also. The consultant is the Swedish Ingtitfdr Public Administration. Their
responsibility was to set up the Mauritius Landngort Authority and for that an additional
amount has been claimed by them.

Mr Lesjongard: Mr Chairperson, since we are talking of the egttip of the Land
Transport Authority, can the hon. Minister givearsindication where matters are with regard to
the setting up of that authority?

Mr Bachoo: Now, we are negotiating with the different tradéoms, and we are nearly
on the point of setting it up. But there are derf@oblems with the unions. A committee has
been set up under the chairmanship of my Perm&wenretary, Land Transport Division and he
is looking into it.

Mr Bodha: Mr Chairperson, may | ask the vice-Prime Minist&linister of Public
Infrastructure as regardieem 28223 Transfers to Non-Financial Public Institutspmvhat is the
nature of the transfers to non-financial publidilnsions and the reason for the increase?

Mr Bachoo: | have already explained that it concerns the DW@&ere has been a court
order and we have to settle the claim. That's it.

Programme Code 321: Policy and Strategy Developrferublic Infrastructure, Land
Transport and Maritime Services (Rs2,467,224) wagjuestion put, agreed to.

Programme Code 323: Construction and Maintenandeazds and Bridges was called.

Mr Bhagwan: We are being asked to vote nearly Rs429 m. Inrélgeon where we
reside, that is, Constitutency Nos. 19 and 20, weehvery important personalities like the
Deputy Prime Minister, hon. Sayed-Hossen and hors Blappoo. | will invite the very
important personalities while driving in their darsee the state of the roads. It is not because
these two constituencies have voted otherwisethaytare urban areas!

(Interruptions)
| have been appealing, the Deputy Prime Ministaws1 The Municipality does not have funds
or they are not competent. We are voting Rs428Iwill ask the hon. Minister genuinely to
have a site visit and see the state of the rohdisve raised the issue at Adjournment time, we
have asked Parliamentary questions. | won't giverthmes of the roads, especially the roads

where the Deputy Prime Minister resides. | domow whether he has been penalised, he is the



Deputy Prime Minister; this is very bad. Can | #s& hon. Minister at least to go and have a site
visit? We won’t accompany him for a site visite an bring the MBC and he will see the state
of the roads there. Can | ask him whether he hedema plan because these roads are classified
roads?

The Chairperson: The hon. Member has made his point. Hon. Lesgjaifig

Mr Lesjongard: Under the same item, Mr Chairperson, | think roadrkings are
included. May | ask the hon. Minister how do weune that the paint for road markings is as
per specifications? | will give him an examplethink the question of deviation at Soreze was
raised by hon. Obeegadoo last time. This was rcpainted, | think less than a year. If you go
there now, the road painting has completely disapgze Can | ask the hon. Minister how do we
ensure that the road painting that we are usiag iger specification and that we are not making
an abusive use of road markings painting belowipatons?

Mr Nagalingum: Under the same item, Mr Chairperson, can we kimw many
classified roads for Constituencies No. 19 and &@lbeen earmarked?

Mr Bachoo: Mr Chairperson, the fact that the Deputy Primenister resides in that
region, nobody should jump to the conclusion thatnl boycotting him or am against him. There
must be a reason why we have not gone ahead ...

(Interruptions)
...Since the hon. Member is defending him, so WwiBut we have got a problem, | have been
told on many occasions. For example, that road hwiscat the back of — | have forgotten that
road which is in a very bad situation...

(Interruptions)
| know of one main road which needs to be upgrattetl,] am helpless, desperate and | am
waiting because sewerage work has to be done iy wfathose classified roads, this is humber
one. Number two is that any request which has beste to me...

(Interruptions)
Listen to me any request, | am not going to put @yan a road which will undergo the digging
for sewerage. We have to allow that to be completedl it is only then that we are going in.
Secondly, requests which have been made by theoP#&t region - and he is aware of it as he
has also submitted me a list - are being attendetldan assure the hon. Member that we are

attending to all those requests. There might haenla slight delay, but we are doing it. | can



reassure him that there is no question of any bfgeoycott; he has himself told me that there
are many VVIPs living in that region. But, we am@oking into those cases and once the
sewerage work is over, definitely those roads bellupgraded.

Regarding the markings, we have taken note of dhdt| have already communicated
even my apprehension on that. In Coromandel alsvé seen that there is the same problem. |
have already communicated it to the RDA and | hasieed them to do the needful, to do the
proper testing and to have a look at it and thatntlaterials used are durable.

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: On the same item, Mr Chairperson, may | ask the kice-
Prime Minister whether with regard to tbenstruction of bridgeghe number of bridges that are
being reconstructed and how many of them are imgbg®n of La Laura?

Mr Bachoo: La Laura Saint Pierre, Mr Chairperson, to tellyihe truth, a sizeable
proportion of the budget has gone in Constituenoy8Nnot because the hon. Member is a
Member of that Constituency, but because this le@s la flood-prone area. Not only La Laura,
by the side of it, there must be four or five bedgvhich have already been earmarked and we
are moving from one to the other. | can assurehtive Member and, sincerely speaking, a good
percentage of the Emergency Programme has beearmapted in that region.

Mr Uteem: May | know from the hon. vice-Prime Minister whet this substantial
increase of 100% in the budgeted amount is duerteesnew projects or was there bad planning
in that he did not estimate the cost accuratelythace were variations and overruns?

Mr Obeegadoa The quantum of increase raises serious questern® the budgeting
process. While on this side of the House we welctimeevery significant investment in road
infrastructure, this is cause for concern. | woliked to know from the hon. vice-Prime Minister
how it is that we budgeted Rs200 m. and then camedard with a supplementary budget of
Rs428 m.?

Mr Bachoo: The reason is simple, Mr Chairperson, number areehad the emergency
projects also, as a result of flash floods on twitheee occasions. Number two, that gives you an
indication that we are going so fast that we hdweady completed all the works which were
earmarked and we have taken additional works. gaimg to submit a list. Another point which
is very important, very often, | have heard tharéhhave been cost overruns. There are four or
five projects which we had tendered and the cost gene up and | had given a series of

explanation. But, in these cases these are all swatkich have been undertaken by the District



Contractor and the District Contractor rate is determined by me or by my officers. That is
determined by the Central Procurement Board. Wé\waocording to the rate, so there is no cost
overrun. We are doing the maximum as much as wedrdrain works, wherever the need was
felt, we have constructed those drains. | havengohesitation in submitting a whole list. If |
read it, that will take me hours, a whole list dftae works which have been undertaken under
this item. | do not have any problem.

Mr Ameer Meea: Mr Chairperson, on the same issue, can | askhtire vice-Prime
Minister if this amount of Rs428 m. includes vanoatcosts relating to projects that were on and
what is the proportion of the variation costs im@d in this amount?

Mr Bachoo: | have just mentioned that if these are works emtaken by District
Contractors, there is no variation works. We measioe width and length of the road as well as
what is required and we give it. Probably, in omévwo cases there may be - | do not say no—
exceptional cases, but in 99% of the cases, weotibave any variation works because we pay
according to the work that is done. We measurdon. Bhagwan was there and he knows. As
far as District Contractors are concerned, themigjuestion of any variation, some additional
works are required.

Mr Nagalingum: Can | ask the hon. vice-Prime Minister aboutriggor link road from
Camp Levieux to La Chaumiere? Is the hon. vice-Briwiinister has this is his project?

Mr Bachoo: That is already in our programme and | will neit the hon. Member more
than that because we are going ahead with thegbroje

Mr Bhagwan: When we informed him that on the motorway judobe the entrance of
Bagatelle it was indicated ‘Emergency Lane’, tha.hace-Prime Minister said ‘no’. | have been
there this morning knowing that there would be @wnmittee of Supply and it is still there on
two or three sites where it is painted ‘Emergenapé’ and the hon. vice-Prime Minister told us
that this was not the case. There are cases wkegdegygo along this ‘Emergency Lane’ and |
will not again come on what hon. Lesjongard saidilliraise the issue concerning the quality of
paint of the road markings. It is not only in orlage, but it is island-wide and this is one of the
major causes of accidents.

Mr Bachoo: | am sorry, that emergency marking will have ®removed in case it is
there. Secondly, | give an assurance to the homiée that regarding marking quality, 1 am

going to have a look at it properly.



Mr Obeegadoa Sir, on the very same issue, the road markinggherhighway M1 are
quite scandalous. | want to explain myself. The.linime Minister very rightly has talked of the
need to take sanctions against drivers who doesperct the proper lanes when they are driving
and yet we are stuck with road markings beforeintreduction of the third lane. We still have
Crawler Lanes, if not Emergency Lanes. One canpedls of road safety and budget that sort of
money if some order is not put in this whole mattieroad marking so that it be standardized, so
that it be now made clear that we do have threeslamd no longer crawler or emergency lanes
before we take measurggrmis a pointsor whatever, against drivers.

Mr Bachoo: Mr Chairperson, my Ministry has already taken skeps in order to get the
services of a good consultant. To be very honsstamas traffic management is concerned, we
have a lack of true traffic engineers, if | am nustaken, we have only one in our country and
that is why we are trying to go for tender to fimdt a good traffic consultant who can help us.
But, | can assure the hon. Member, last time tleaa$ked me the question, | already gave
directives for them to make amendments, correctidmsrever possible.

Mrs Labelle: Thank you, Mr Chairperson, with your permissibnyould like to come
back to this huge increase because when the Hoasealled upon to vote Rs200 m., we took it
that this figure was reached based on a partiquiagramme, that is, there were projects and
there were some calculations which were made. But, nve are being asked to vote for more
than double this amount. So, have we during that yereased the number of projects and by
how much because it is more than double?

Mr Bachoo: Mr Chairperson, we have not only increased, weehaore than doubled
those projects. | can give you one example. €itlently, there was no idea for us to take over
one road which belonged to the private sectorydesay Hollyrood to Pierrefonds. That was not
in our programme, but now we feel the need — | oamrait for December for the Budget, we got
the permission from the sugar sector that theyo#fexing us that road which is private. So, we
are having that road over again and that will beladed public. We are going to need over
Rs125 m. This is one example that | am giving ®Hkouse. If, in the course of the year, we get
such opportunities and occasions, through propemsiand legal procedures, we will take over
those roads. If tomorrow, you show me somethinfRase-Hill or Beau Bassin, and you feel
that it can relieve congestion issues, we will gead with it. This is how this explains why we

have spent so much money.



Mr Jhugroo: Mr Chairperson, regarding road safety, will tien. vice-Prime Minister
consider repairing the lights of the motorway gdiogards the South?

Mr Bachoo: That does not fall under my jurisdiction. Intfatey have robbed all the
cables.

Mr Obeegadoa On this very same issue, | would like to knowthmw that very
significant increase, whether provision has beedar@ spending has been effected concerning
road lighting in proportion to the extension of ttead network. Precisely, | am asking, in
respect of this money that we are being askedpooap, whether this has been provided for.

Mr Bachoo: This one does not form part of this item.

Mr Bhagwan: We have been in the Local Authorities ourselvEse problem lies in the
responsibility for maintenance.

Mr Bachoo: For lighting?

Mr Bhagwan: This is public interest concernidng the Rs428 The fact is that these
Municipalities have the responsibility to repaie tlamps, the cables are there, and have been left
unattended. What are they saying? Because weiti@veened as MPs, our lives are at stake! |
also have the responsibility to protect the Detyne Minister and others. These people are
incompetent; either they are incompetent at thealL 8aithorities, or they are complaining to us
that they don't get funds from Government. It ighim their local areas. They say that they
have officially written, but have not received fanét least, to cater for these motorways which
are found within the limit of the urban areas. \Wham asking the hon. vice-Prime Minister is
whether he will discuss with the Local Authoritiesd whether funds will be given to the Local
Authorities to repair these roads - Ebene roadlatever.

Mr Bachoo: Mr Chairperson, we have answered a questiohain tAll the cables are
robbed by thieves. That explains the reason wasethre blackouts everywhere.

Mr Lesjongard: With regard to upgrading of roads, that is, thadr drainage system,
may | ask the hon. vice-Prime Minister whether Beaware that, on certain roads, district
contractors — | have seen that personally — areagipgy pavements by putting the top part of the
pavement over existing pavement? This definitelly wcrease the price of the contract, and
later on we will have to disburse huge sums of mdaoeLocal Authorities to clean those drains.

Mr Bachoo: Mr Chairperson, legally they are not allowed totdat. If this matter is

reported to me, | won't hesitate to take actionirgiahose contractors.



Ministry of Public Infrastructure, National Develognt Unit, Land Transport and
Shipping - Programme Code 323: Construction andn#aiance of Roads and Bridges
(Rs77,076,809) was, on question put, agreed to.

Ministry of Public Infrastructure, National Develognt Unit, Land Transport and
Shipping - Programme Code 404: Community-Base@stfucture, Amenities and Public
Empowerment was called.

Mrs Navarre-Marie : Mr Chairperson, under iten22060 Maintenance, additional
provision for refurbishment of offices of newly apped Parliamentary Private Secretariage
are asked to vote an additional sum of Rs1,096,2%kuld like to know who has been awarded
the contract of refurbishment and the details ef ¢bntract. The same query applies to item
22070 Cleaning Servicewhere we are asked to vote an additional sums@8FR60.

Mr Bachoo: Regarding the cleaning services, the contraddBatraclean. There has
been an increase in the contract value. As féine@sefurbishment of offices is concerned, if the
hon. Member comes with a question, | will definjtahswer. | don’t have that information.

Mr Obeegadoa On the very same item, may we know what is theakdown of this
additional sum of Rs1,096,255? | mean what pathaf sum has gone to the refurbishment of
the offices of newly appointed PPS, and how manyiywappointed PPS are concerned?

Mr Bachoo: The sum of Rs481,378 is for refurbishment ofaef§; Rs490,882 for the
vehicles of the PPSs, and Rs123,995 for plant gngoment. There are nine PPSs.

Mr Obeegadoa Mr Chairperson, under ite@rants, Contribution to AARDGOnay |
know from the hon. vice-Prime Minister whether theas been an evaluation of the benefits we
draw from the membership of this organisation thatild justify - although it is not that
significant, but still - spending public money, tétr?

Mr Bachoo: Mr Chairperson, normally the Afro-Asian Rural éepment Organisation
(AARDO) trains many of our officers, and yearly faar five officers go to India for training in
Hyderabad and Delhi. We definitely get benefitsrirthem.

Mr Obeegadoa On page 20, under ite®1113403Upgrading of Roadsthe amount
budgeted nearly doubles because of settlementiohslrelated to additional road works. May
we have some transparency as to how one reachstgatigering figure of Rs58,414,0267

Mr Bachoo: Mr Chairperson, the amount voted was Rs60 m. dimeunt paid for
ongoing works for 2008 to 2010 amounted to Rs738B899. The amount paid for additional



works for 2011 is Rs44,990,427.01. When we combuwté, it comes to Rs118,414,026. If we
minus Rs60 m. out of it, we are left with Rs58,4P4,. This is exactly the sum that we are
asking for works.

Mr Bhagwan: Again on this itemUpgrading of Roadswe are being asked to vote
Rs58,414,026. Can | ask the hon. vice-Prime Maniathether he can give us a list, constituency
wise, for this sum of Rs58,414,026? What is happeto Constituency No. 20? Is it a bad
fate? Because we are MPs. Each time we ask ouiaB&8 the state of our roads, the reply is: |
have sent the list. Anne ma soeur Anne, Anne ma soeur Annavon’t mention the name of
my good friend, the PPS. 1 even had to complaith \won. Deputy Prime Minister. Not one
road! Only three smalmpasseshave been wrongly tarred. They have tarred thmgmsses
where there will be sewerage works in the monthsotoe. | queried about RDA. What about
NDU? Is this so only because the MPs are hon. Baaghon. Li Kwong Wing etc?

(Interruptions)
| don’t think so! | am asking the hon. vice-Prifdknister to give us, at least, the names of the
roads. For seven years, only Vandermeersch Sweéth is a classified road, has been done; not
a single road elsewhere. | am asking the hon. Rroge Minister, at least, to be fair to the
inhabitants; not me.

Mr Bachoo: Mr Chairperson, to be very honest, in fact, we aorking with the PPS,
and he is aware of this. We have requested hisabait us a list, and | am pleased to announce
tothe hon. Member that works order to the tune ®2(Rm. has already been issued. What is
happening is that in Constituencies No. 19 and 200.Rs20 m. works order have been issued,
including the construction of a football playgroumchich was long overdue. As | said,
whenever request is made to me, | look after tliegaests. Secondly, | have also mentioned
that in many places sewerage work will be undertak® that it would be difficult for us to start
again.

The Chairperson: Hon. Nagalingum, can you put your question in aightforward
manner?

Mr Nagalingum: Can the hon. Minister table a list of all the ro#lolst have been done
in Constituency No. 19 and the amount of money §pen

Mr Bachoo: Definitely, | will do it. In fact, hon. Bhagwan waasking me the amount

of money spent constituency wise. The NDU doeskaep record constituency wise, they do it



zonal wise. When you were the NDU Minister also,wias zones 1, 2, 3, 4. So, | am
accumulating....

(Interruptiong
| know! We are aware of how much money was speut,| am going to submit to the hon.
member zone wise, HE can deduce from that butamad No. 20 is concerned, | am going to
submit a list of works completed, ongoing works araaks which will be undertaken. I will give
all the three to him.

Mr Ameer Meea: Mr Chairperson, o©ther Structuresthere is an amount of Rs218
m., out of which Rs60 m. are faipgrading of RoadsCan | ask the hon. Minister what is the
nature and the details of the rest of the amounh®fRs218 m. less the Rs60 m. which are for
theUpgrading of Road3

Mr Bachoo: Basically, that is drain works and then we have @oenities: football
ground, volley ball playground, cremation groundmeteries and other amenities, but the lion
share goes for drain works.

Mr Obeegadoo: | would like to raise the question of the budggtarocess again, Mr
Chairperson. Just as in the other case, we havevarrun of 100%, in the previous sub
programme we had an overrun of 200% for roads&lBuevery Ministry and every programme
which have such overruns, the Minister of Finaned the Director of Budget would have to
tender their resignations. So, my question is: wiathanism is being put in place to ensure that
from one year to the next, we do not have such lowgeruns that would make a mockery of the
whole budgetary planning process?

Mr Bachoo: Mr Chairperson, to be very clear, a Contingencydrailso has been set up
and whenever my Ministry requires money for addiioworks, we take it from that Fund. So,
there is no cost overrun, there is no exaggeratwhere the need is felt, the money is put. | can
assure the House that the work is being done iarg strict manner and the whole country is
aware of this. So, | don’t have any problem. Whenemoney is required, the Ministry of
Finance provides the sum that is required and wihelavork.

Mr Jhugroo: Would the hon. Minister consider increasing thigidpet for next year
because Rs118 m. for 20 constituencies of thistcpane not enough and how many new roads
can be constructed in each constituency every yeéaf® have been PPS - even the Deputy



Speaker — do you know how many problems we haveaogobnstruct roads in each and every
constituency?

Mr Bachoo: That is the very reason why we have increaseduhevgith the support of
the Prime Minister and the Minister of Finance.

Mr Lesjongard: There are several questions which have been askiedeb We all
know that contractors are recruited at the levehefNDU on a yearly basis with a very specific
rate for each item. Did we not foresee that weewgwing to spend that much money for the
coming year, when the contractors were recruitebemtimates prepared for those projects?

Mr Bachoo: Mr Chairperson, | have already explained, the iatdere, it is set up by
the Central Procurement Board. The rate is thedetlzgre were flash floods, there was a hue and
cry in the whole country. Everybody, including Meens of the Opposition, was asking us to
intervene and do the work. We have got the ratéesysl don't prepare the rate system. My
technicians do not prepare the rate system. Thee ggstem is prepared by the Central
Procurement Board. We have got, in fact, zonesmedch zone, there is one contractor and we
give them the work according to the rate. In exiogatl cases, where you find that the project is
a heavy one, we go for open tender. This is exadtlat we do. We never give favour to any
particular contractor in that.

Mr Nagalingum: Can the hon. Minister table the list of contras®rCan | also know if
among them there are no defaulting contractors?

Mr Bachoo: If there are any defaulting contractors, the CRB to take care of him and
whenever the contractor is not performing, my Mnyidas the habit of writing to CPB. | always
tell my officers: “don’t hesitate, if you find angontractor doing any wrong, boot them out.” |
have always been telling them. | am known for tham very strict regarding contractors. We
never encourage anyone. | don’t have any hesitatioan provide a list of all the contractors,
whether it has been through tender procedures ethehthrough the CPB. We don’t have any
problem regarding contractors.

Mrs Labelle: Can we go to page 217

(Interruptiong

The Chairperson. We are at page 20 at the moment.



Vice-Prime Minister’s Office, Ministry of Public fhastructure, National Development
Unit, Land Transport and Shipping - Programme Cd@d: Community-Based Infrastructure,
Amenities and Public Empowerment (Rs29, 097,419) araquestion put, agreed to.

Vice-Prime Minister’s Office, Ministry of Public fhastructure, National Development
Unit, Land Transport and Shipping - Programme Cda86: Land Drainage was called.

Mrs Labelle: Under item 31113015 Land Drainage and Watershed Management
Programmemay | ask the hon. Minister whether he will giveaulist of those emergency drain
works and how many bridges were constructed irltloel-prone areas and their location?

Mr Bachoo: | am going to submit a whole list to him; | codldve read all that we have
done in Constituency No. 16 also.

Vice-Prime Minister’'s Office, Ministry of Public fhastructure, National Development
Unit, Land Transport and Shipping - Programme Cd@5: Land Drainage (Rs131,221,056)
was, on question put, agreed to.

Ministry of Housing and Lands — Programme Code 64@cial Housing Development
was called.

Mrs Labelle: Mr Chairperson, on page 22, under ite#6323206 Social Housing
Development Fundmay | ask the hon. Minister the type of housedeurthis programme, the
number of houses concerned and the regions cormterne

Dr. Kasenally: Provision has been made for houses. In fact, & lga¢ a long list which
| have not got here, but | have replied so mangsimWe have got basically social housing for
the lower group of people, the most vulnerableis B9 square metres and, in fact, it is all over
the island. We have made sure that it is not onlylaine Wilhems, but all over. We have
Souillac, Britannia, Camp Diable, Plaine MagniergnHetta, in the Constituency of the hon.
Member, we are just releasing at d’Epinay and wee tread it recently a couple of weeks ago at
Cottage, but there are also mixing houses. Weraaing a complex where you don’t have only
the lower group, but the intermediate group, 57asgunetres and the setting up of an estate
where there is not only housing, but there are atgnal amenities where you also have people
of higher income. So, it is a mixed housing and th ongoing now. If you look at this, it is
Rs1.5 billion, and this amount of Rs1.5 bilion wasnsferred to the Social Housing
Development Fund by the Ministry of Finance in Dmaber 2011. So, it is an ongoing

programme during this year. Unfortunately, we hasked for tender procedures for 541 houses



over at least five sites. This tender was prepsastiyear. We started it just before the last
Budget and, unfortunately, the Central Tender Bdaad turned down all the five. We are
starting again, but we have reduced the numbeow$ihg units. We are hoping to go through a
fast track so that we can get at least some hduskgy the end of the year for this year, but for
the previous year, we have already nearly delivéBddhouses.

Mr Bodha: Mr Chairperson, as regardsS$absidy to MHC (Housing Loansye have an
additional provision. OiGovernment sponsored loans and bgrmay | ask the hon. Minister
how many people have benefitted from the sponsioats?

Dr. Kasenally: | have not got the figure at hand, but the surRe816,700 which is the
excess of amount appropriated, is for additionatlfurequired for the payment of grant, interest
differential, HDC, bonus for Mauritius Housing Coamy for the year 2011. The total amount
which we handed over to the MHC amounts to Rs8 m.

Mr Bodha: Can | know how many persons have benefitted frioaut

Dr. Kasenally: No, | have not got this.

Mr Ameer Meea: Concerning this sum of Rs1.5 billion which wasoypded since
December last, can | ask the hon. Minister how mafchis sum has been spent up to now?

Dr. Kasenally: No. As | have said, this is for next year. Wiat are discussing here is
what has been spent in 2011, but because it hasibeleded in December 2011 for this year,
that’'s why it is shown up.

Mr Roopun: Mr Chairperson, | can see that for tReogramme Code 642: Social
Housing Developmenan amount of Rs868,601,000 was earmarked and uttrly surprised
that on thisProgramme Code 642here has been a savings of Rs586,701,013. I@ahdn.
Minister explain how on a budgeted amount of R$88B,000, he managed to make so much
savings? Can we be enlightened about the wholehwdyas been doing his job?

Dr. Kasenally: Please, don't try to impute motives! | am domg job and | know very
well what | am doing.

(Interruptions)
Now, | have already explained how we have coméitosum of Rs1.5 billion. They don’t seem
to have listened. It's their fault! | am sorry!

(Interruptions)



Mr Roopun: Mr Chairperson, on a point of clarification, iddhot want to be rude to the
hon. Minister. | am a bit surprised that out o0BB®8,601,000, he managed to make a savings of
Rs586,701,013 which is more than half the amoumtid not want to be rude. It appears a bit
odd to me. 1 apologise if the hon. Minister tobkadly, but | did not want to be rude.

(Interruptions)

The Chairperson: It's a very simple exercise. There is no neegdbflared up.

Dr. Kasenally: | have taken a deep breath and oxidised the alinenof my blood.
There is no hard feeling but, as | have explaingsl,just a matter of readjusting. | have
explained that Rs1.5 billion have been put in thed-..

(Interruptions)
No, this is underspending. As | have just saidpes®f the projects did not materialise because
of problems with the CPB.

(Interruptions)
| withdraw any strong words which might have crasee hon. Member’s mind.

Mrs Hanoomanjee Mr Chairperson, under ite26323206 Social Housing Development
Fund, can the hon. Minister say out of the Rsl1l.5 hillievhat was the amount which was
earmarked for off-site infrastructure and what whe amount which was earmarked for
subsidies on social housing?

Dr. Kasenally: Mr Chairperson, these are provisions, as | haie $or this year. | have
already explained that we have had five tendensclaed and it has not materialised. How much
is being spent? It's difficult to say at this stadpecause these are provisions which have been
put for next year.

Mr Ameer Meea: The hon. Minister just stated that five companewe had their
tenders or bids turned down. May we know the naafidbe five companies whose bids have
been turned down and the respective amounts tegpthiive bid?

Dr. Kasenally: Again, as | said, this concerns this year, 20it2s not relevant here and
these are provisions which have been made. Anyivean give this information in the days to
come if the hon. Member comes with a question.

Mr Obeegadoa Mr Chairperson, | would like to raise the issdighlee NHDC. | would
like to know what part of that Rs1.5 billion werd the NHDC and how the hon. Minister
proposes to address the persistent issue thatsuahelsuntil the Syndics are set up, the NHDC is



still extremely reluctant to spend on urgent matigertaining to NHDC sites? | would like to
know what part went to the NHDC and how the homibter proposes to be helpful in ensuring
that the urgent issues are addressed until thei&yarke set up?

Dr. Kasenally: Actually, Mr Chairperson, it is not relevant tog programme. However,
we have so far set up nearly 20 Syndics. Theralaoat 15 still left and they are responsible for
upgrading. However, wherever there are urgent syatke NHDC will step in and resolve the
problem. There is no problem about that, becauseannot allow people to be, for example,
without water, without electricity or if there asewer pipes which are blocked or broken for that
matter. If there is any problem, they can alwagfsrrto my Ministry.

Mr Nagalingum: Mr Chairperson, | know the hon. Minister is doiggite a good job
regarding the NHDC at Camp Levieux, but there iy @me point | would like to ask the hon.
Minister regarding the water pump. There is stilack of water regarding the levelling of the
flat. Can the hon. Minister just see to it?

Dr. Kasenally: Actually, this is outside the scope. Howevemill have another look at

Mr Ameer Meea: Mr Chairperson, under item Social Housing Prgjean | ask the hon.
Minister if he is planning to have a social housmmgject in Constituency No. 3?

Dr. Kasenally: The answer is yes, and we will probably move tafimther from the
boundary of Constituency No. 3 to go near Vallés Bettres. We have identified some lands
and the process is ongoing; in trying to provide itfrastructure first and then, there would be
not only low cost social housing, there would beoaite and services. There is already one big
project going on at Military Road, as you may wad aware, and we shall endeavour to finish
that. | think no Government has built any housestate in Constituency No. 3 since the former
Minister, Sir Abdool Razack Mohamed, did it in {hest-Carol era.

The Chairperson: | would appreciate if the hon. Minister can affaio give shorter
answers.

Mr Obeegadoa | asked the question earlier, what part of thatl.B billion was
earmarked for NHDC if the hon. Minister does have tigure available. Will he tell us within
that amount whether any provisions were made toesddurgent issues at the NHDC complex at
Atlee in Forest Side, and if not — | take good notehis commitment to respond to urgent

problems of inhabitants — will he see to it thaish issues are addressed as a matter of urgency?



Dr. Kasenally: You know, the money is vested with the NHDC d@nid up to them to
do it. If they don’'t do it, then | have to intene

Mr Obeegadoa | have one other issue, Mr Chairperson. | wdikie to know whether
this Social Housing Development Fund for which we approving an additional expenditure
also takes care of the much neglected recreatiandities within theCité Ouvriére. As you
know, there is an exercise — | don’t know the Estgliranslation forgasse boule* between the
different authorities concerned, but at the endihaf day, all the recreational facilities, the
children’s playground, social centres are left indidapidated condition and all th€ités
Ouvrieresin Curepipe are an illustration of the point. Wik hon. Minister tell us whether this
fund does address those issues and, if not, whieéhproposes to do something about this?

Dr. Kasenally: This fund is for constructing new houses. Hogrewith the coming up
of the syndic, funds will be made available to theamd we shall do it.

Ministry of Housing and Lands - Programme Code 6%&bcial Housing Development
(Rs914,124,065) was, on guestion put, agreed to.

Ministry of Housing and Lands - Programme Code 84d Management and Physical
Planning.

The Chairperson: Yes, hon. Ameer Meea!

Mr Ameer Meea: Yes, concerning acquisition of Non-Financial @&iss item
31410801: Acquisition of Landppropriated an amount of Rs135m. plus an exaessiat of
Rs234 m. May we know the nature and details otwtesums?

Dr. Kasenally: Which item? This is money which has been useeretlare so many
infrastructural projects that have been undertaded, in fact, if the hon. Member was here
when the vice-Prime Minister was talking about d&thievements, there has been a lot of lands
which have been compulsorily acquired and theretinare many other projects and the cost of
land is also going up, so we have had to ask ftnaaroney. But | can assure the House that
each and every portion of land has been acquirtdteaight price after evaluation.

Mr Roopun: | just want to renew the request, if we coulddauist of how the sum of
Rs 234 m. has been arrived at?

Dr. Kasenally: Actually, | cannot give an indication of how theém has been arrived at,
but | can assure the hon. Member that this is aitiad of all the projects for which we have to

acquire land and, as | said, there are too manggs



The Chairperson. Hon. Bodha!

Mr Bodha: As regardstem 21111 Other Staff cost®lating to the transfer to Ebene,
may | ask the hon. Minister whether it is a oneqoéfyment, whether the transfer has been
completed and whether it will recur in the comingahcial year?

Dr. Kasenally: Yes, it is not recurrent. It is a one-off expen§Ve use our own staff to
move to Ebéne. In fact, we were going to allodate a private contractor and this would have
cost Rs5 m. Instead we use our staff and that dfaie we made a saving.

Mr Obeegadoa On the same item, | am not sure - with all despect to the Minister -
that | understood the answer that he just gave.gl¥stion was: we have welcomed this move
to Ebéne and we thought that if anything, it wdelald to a reduction in costs. Now, | note from
the information provided that there has been arease in travelling expenses. Would the hon.
Minister kindly explain to the House how this dspément of the Ministry to Ebéne has
occasioned an increase in travelling expenses?

Dr. Kasenally: Yes, this is explained. As | have mentioneds thispecifically for the
transfer of the Ministry there. We have used foethe Ministry. But it will not be recurrent.

Mr Baloomoody: Can | ask the hon. Minister whether we still é@an office in Port
Louis regarding his Ministry although they have mdvo Ebene?

Dr. Kasenally: Yes, | have a reduced capacity building whichhage had for use by
myself, especially on Tuesday, Monday and alsodyridl also received constituents from the
North; they have a bit of difficulty to come upEdéne. But - what | would say - in fact, it is a
large office. | think we are going to trim it dovand we have made a request to move to
Government Centre as from January next year.

The Chairperson. Hon. Ameer Meeal!

Mr Ameer Meea: Allow me to come back to the acquisition of landVith due respect,
it says —Additional provisions required for payment of comgation related to compulsory
acquisition of landMaybe the labelling is not good, but if it is acgjtion of land, we can have
the details where, which land, which extent andtvamaount has been acquired?

The Chairperson: Is it under the same item?

Mrs Labelle: Yes, under the same item. Thank you, Mr Chasme | would like to
ask the hon. Minister whether besides acquisitiblamd for road development, has land been

acquired for other projects besides road constrnstand, if so, what are these projects?



Dr. Kasenally: Yes, they are projects for schools.

The Chairperson. Hon. Bodha has got a query under the same item.

Dr. Kasenally: | get tangled because there are so many questiohBey are
compulsorily acquired for schools, for projects; $ocial halls in various Constituencies. For
example, we recently acquired a piece of land fonediclinic somewhere. If you see the
Government Gazette, which you get a copy, you lwdite a complete list; almost every week or
every other week, there are about six or ten pustaf lands which are acquired for use in all the
Constituencies of Mauritius.

The Chairperson. Hon. Bodha!

Mr Bodha: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Under the same itemy | ask the hon.
Minister whether some of the additional funds ekt acquisition of lands for the Terre Rouge—
Verdun project and whether all the lands for therd ®ouge-Verdun project has already been
acquired or some have yet to be acquired?

Dr. Kasenally: | think most of the lands have been acquiredtargdincludes all these -
as | have said — lands which we are acquiring tolding road Verdun-Terre Rouge. Now, we
are acquiring for the other roads in the Southiartie North. In the North, we have spent a fair
amount of money there as well.

Mr Seeruttun: Mr Chairperson, under the same item, will tha.hdinister inform the
House whether that amount earmarked for Rs234 smbhan worked out by the Government
Vluation Department?

Dr. Kasenally: Yes, it has been worked out by the Valuation Depearnt.

Mr Obeegadoa | am delighted to learn that part of this momeyg been spent on land
for schools. | am sure the hon. Minister’'s dedidastaff has provided him with all the details.
May we know which schools were concerned in 20117

Dr. Kasenally: | don’t have the list because there are so mangd which we acquire.
Perhaps the hon. Minister of Education will be alol¢ell the hon. Member that, but all these
come in bulk. Every week we are having notices.

Mr Seeruttun: Allow me to go back to iten22030 Rent. | can see that there is an
increase of more than 10% of that amount earmaike2i011. Will the hon. Minister inform the

House why this increase is justified?



Dr. Kasenally: There has been an extra amount of rent paid Becane section of my
Ministry, the Town & Country Planning Unit, didnttove to Ebene in time. They moved one
month afterwards, and this is the rent for one mont

Ministry of Housing and Lands - Programme Code 84shd Management and Physical
Planning (Rs138,967,404) was, on question put,edjte.

Ministry of Social Security, National Solidarity &arReform Institutions — Programme
Code 502: Social Protection was called.

Mrs Labelle: Mr Chairperson, under iterd7210 Social Assistance Benefits in Cdsh,
would like to ask the hon. Minister the number éfidents attending university who are
benefiting under this programme.

Mrs Bappoo: Mr Chairperson, there are three students attgngimversity. One is from
Plaine Magnien, the other one from Flacq, and hirel bne is from Ste Croix.

Mr Obeegadoa On the very same itengocial Assistance Benefits in Ca€hf. course,
nobody is questioning the importance of such spendAgain, in terms of budgetary procedure,
| would like to know why 2011 saw an increase o¥%@@&nd why could that not be foreseen and
budgeted in advance. We have overrun the budgeroxeded for by some 20%, that is, Rs159
m.

Mrs Bappoo: Mr Chairperson, there is quite a considerableease because one, there
has been a change in policy in March 2011 to doth#emonthly rate of income support from
Rs123 to Rs246 to beneficiaries of social aid. ddigon, there has been an increase in the
number of beneficiaries from 42,000 to 55,000. the, additional amount of Rs 140m. was
needed. In addition to that, there is about a stiRs1,738,400 for allowance given to the three
students at the university because this item wawnddy charged to Programme 563item
27210105when it should have been charged to the item bamal wish to inform the House
also that, since 2011, this allowance is chargend toosocial aid. There has also been a sudden
increase in the number of eligible beneficiariesso€ial aid; in 2011, we had an increase of
16,725 compared to previous years.

Mr Roopun: Under item22060 Maintenancd, see quite a substantial increase, and it
would seem that it relates to maintenance worksadswl to the construction of a kiosk. | would
like to know what is the amount in excess as regandintenance, and what is the additional

amount paid as regards construction. Can theMaonmster enlighten us?



Mrs Labelle: Mr Chair, | would like to know the initial costf dhat kiosk at Foyer
Trochetia and also its area.

Mrs Bappoo: As far as maintenance is concerned, there isnaouat of Rs180,150 as
payment to “Keep Clean” for the maintenance of Foj@chetia from November 2011, and a
sum of Rs1,439,622.89 as payment to Nova Glassrdratding Private Company Limited for
the construction of the kiosk at Foyer Trochefldat was made in 2010, but works could not be
carried out due to unavailability of a district t@ttor. The works were carried out in October
2011, and payment effected in December 2011. td@mve at hand the exact expense for the
kiosk, and if I get it | will certainly table it.

Mr Obeegadoa If | may move on to page 25, ite7210 Social Assistance Benefits in
Cash Now, again, | would like to know why we have tlsisdden increase by 50% from one
year to the next. Is it the very same factors@aitt be the same factors. May we know from the
hon. Minister why we have such a significant insesa

Mrs Labelle: Under the same item, Mr Chairperson, here tooametalking about the
refund of travelling expenses to disabled studdrdsn't know whether these are the same three
students who are concerned. With regard to therdpecialised schools, | would like to know
how many students are attending same, and whiatiadiged schools are we talking about.

Dr S. Boolell I would like to know to whom is the payment matgit to the students
directly, to some company, or to the buses?

Mrs Bappoo: First of all concerning the bus fare, it brings dadditional provision
because there has been an increase in the ratessdfares from December 2010 for 1,700
students and their accompanying parents. The acoyny parents for these children are being
refunded, and they are the children going to tleeigised schools and other day care centres.

With regard to the number of specialised schoblstet has been an increase from 53 to
60 specialised schools in 2011, and the numbentakés also has increased from 1,750 in 2010
to 2000 in 2011. The total amount comes to Rs33##b As far as the students attending
university are concerned, | have just given thaitlgtand the money is paid to the parents and
students.

Mr Obeegadoa Underitem 221200001 Fees for Medical Boards and DonaigiliVisits,
may we know whether there has been a change iaypiblat again would justify the increase in



2011 by some 20%? The note does say ‘increadeeimumber of visits’. | would very much
like to know, while we welcome the increase in nembvhy it happened in 20117?

Mrs Navarre-Marie : Under the same item, | would like to know frome tMinister
whether there is a particular procedure to be ¥adld by eligible persons to benefit from that
service?

Mr Roopun: Mr Chairperson, | would to know how the doctarsl nurses are selected?
Are these doctors and nurses in service or aretéken from private practice?

Mr Seeruttun: Under the same item, | would like to know whatoamt is paid per visit
to those doctors?

Mr Baloomoody: Under the same item, a sum of Rs8,218,706 ighfoMedical Board
and Domiciliary Visits. May we know how much isrfbedical Board and how much is for
Domiciliary Visits?

Mrs Bappoo: First of all, Mr Chairperson, | would like to sdiat there is quite a
considerable increase in the number of visits @sdien fees that have to be paid and this brings
us to an additional sum of Rs8,218,706. This is wuthe increase in the number of sessions.
The DVs are naturally made by the doctors and we ledso nurses who attend the charitable
institutions. In 2010, the number of sessions Wa832 whereas in 2011, it has increased to
75,576. | would like to add, Mr Chairperson, tha are now also facing an ageing population,
so the result is quite consequent to that. Themn®ishange in the policy, but the policy for DVs
for people from 90 years above remains the samereltias been an increase in the number. The
previous year 2010, it was approximately 24,000 rea® in 2011, it comes to 26,018. The
policy for 75 years plus when they are bedriddenaias the same. This also has known an
increase from 36,000 to 45,000 and then new palitiat have been added up in 2010 with
visits also by physiotherapists and occupationatapists. The number of these visits has also
increased.

As for the doctors, it is by press advertisemerd arterviews are being done by the
Medical Unit. The selection is being ratified byetRSC. The same item speaks about another
sum of Rs150,666. This is the course fees to thid Mlconduct training for carers which was
Rs281,190 in 2010 and this has increased to RsB85/6 2011. The increase in the fees

claimed by MIH is explained by the fact that witkperience of the first course, it was found that



trainees required more practical sessions and loitrganing through visits to homes, hence
additional funds were required.

Dr. S. Boolelt In view of the high unemployment rate on the rmablimarket, might it
not have been financially viable for the Minister amploy full-time doctors to perform the
necessary practice?

Mrs Bappoo: We are at the same time envisaging this possitbkcause there are so
many problems with these doctors.

Mr Obeegadoa If | may seek some further clarification. The ruen of visits has
increased - if | take the figures given by the Miar - by less than 5%, some 73,000 to some
75,000, yet the budget has overrun by some 20%halsto be explained by an increase in the
fees paid to doctors and nurses? If so, by how nhaste those fees been increased? Who, by
and how?

Mrs Bappoo: There has not been any increase in the fees bedha fees for the DVs,
for those of 90 years plus and 75 years plusniiaras the same — i.e Rs500 per session. But for
the physiotherapists and the occupational themgpidieir fees per session are Rs1,000.
Concerning the physiotherapists and the occupdtiteaapists, there have been for 2011: 839
sessions and 776 sessions.

Mrs Labelle: | would like to seek a clarification from the havinister. We are being
told that there has been a savings. | don’t knowtivr it is savings or underspending under the
Programme 502 amounting to something like Rs44 @y Mask the hon. Minister: is there any
particular budgetary line under which this savimguoderspending has occurred and if she can
give us some explanation or additional informatorthat?

Mrs Bappoo: It is the same, Mr Chairperson, as has been mgudy my colleague, the
vice-Prime Minister and Minister of Finance. Théeere been posts which have not been filled,
then there have been bills that were not receiuetiime in December, so they were brought in
January. As for the exam fees, it was earmarkealdget of Rs150 m., but only Rs144 m. were
spent; thus a savings of Rs6 m. There has beepdsgtaent for domestic appliances and hearing
aids for some Rs6 m. and acquisition of financedets for the Riviere des Anguilles Social
Security and the Belle Mare Recreational Centre.

Mr Roopun: Mr Chairperson, undatem 22060 Maintenancel see quite a substantial

increase. Can we know what is the original amowamimarked for the maintenance of James



Burty David Recreation Centre and what is the amhéamthe other centre at Belle Mare? Why
is there this huge increase of about 40%7?

Dr. S. Boolelt James Burty David Recreation Centre is a neweeantd | would like to
know from the Minister whether there is no commitinérom the contractor to ensure the
repairs to the leaking centre rather than maintem&eing paid to that extent?

Mrs Bappoo: In fact, the Belle Mare Recreation Centre istieg one. But the problem
is the same. It was earmarked a provision of REEQ0O0 for maintenance. But what happened
at James Burty David Recreation Centre was thaethas a function for the naming of the
centre. There was various maintenance works liketipg, etc to give it a nice look for the day.
That brought an amount of Rs166,817. For the Bdlee Recreation Centre, there has been as
sum of Rs194,350 for the upgrading works in respédhe sanitary conditions. | have been
informed that there were some problems in spiteitiveas a new centre.

We have Rs1,689,745 for renovation works of 16 cae centres throughout the island.
The contract was awarded to MGM Enterprise and hih shifting of the Social Welfare
Division to the Ministry of Gender Equality, theydeare centres operate as separate entities
because they were in the same compound as thel S¢eifare Centre. With that separation of
my Ministry in the premises of the Social Welfaren@res, these annex buildings require quite a
series of renovations.

Mr Baloomoody: It is confused now. This item speaks only of twemtces. One at
Pointe aux Sables and one at Belle Mare. Now the Rbnister is stating about other centres,
but these items only speak for these two centrak.thé Minister tell us how much was needed
for the one at Pointe aux Sables and how muchh®phe at Belle Mare, because the Belle Mare
one is a new one?

Mrs Bappoo: Yes, | have given the additional amount. The aoiddti amount that was
needed to cover the sanitary conditions at Belleeithen because of the naming of the centre
at...

Mr Baloomoody: How much for each centre?

Mrs Bappoo: | said it. It is Rs166,817 for Pointe aux Sabks194,354 for Belle Mare.
But, in addition to that, in spite that it has beten well spelt for the item maintenance...

(Interruptions)



...it should have been, yes, because this involvesGRs. for 16 day-care centres. It should
have been written here.

Programme Code 502: Social Protection (Rs133,73),9as, on question put, agreed
to.

The Chairperson: | suspend the sitting for one hour and fifteenutes for dinner.

At 7.46 p.m. the sitting was suspended.

On resuming at 9.02 p.m. with the Deputy Speak#rdarChair.

The Ministry of Education and Human Resources- Rmogne Code 422: Pre-Primary
Education was called.

Mr Bhagwan: Regarding the Early Childhood Care and Educatiathérity, there is a
sum of Rs6,499 m. Can | know from the hon. Ministaether there is a Board?

Dr. Bunwaree: The Board is in place and is functioning properly.

The Chairperson: Hon. Obeegadoo, do you have any question?

(Interruptions)

Mr Obeegadoo: Unfortunately, | apologise. Mr Chairperson, | ddimow what question
my colleague asked. | wanted to know in what cirstamces, the State Law Office would have
given this advice? Was it a request from the MigisWWas it as a result of an industrial dispute
reported by the attendants? What were the circurostain which the State Law Office was
called upon to deliver this advice and on what D&« did so? As the hon. Minister is aware,
there are other categories, within the State pregy sector, who are awaiting for their
grievances to be addressed.

Dr. Bunwaree: Mr Chairperson, in fact, the funding that we askiag for, has helped to
deal with a longstanding issue. | remember whems Minister of Labour, the issue came up to
me, because the workers were appealing to the tini® the authorities, to get their claims
approved. In fact, it was sent to the State Lawic®fby ourselves, because we wanted to
regularise the situation of these workers and, amfrge, as my colleagues do know, the hon.
Members as well, we asked the advice of the State Qffice. It took us some time because it
concerned about 179 attendants; they were emplogesbntract basis and on various schemes.
Some were under the PRB, some under the NRB, soner the PRB and NRB regimes. Now
that this has been successfully integrated in ampeent and pensionable establishment of the



ECCEA, | think the unions are very satisfied, tlaeg happy, because it was a long fight and, in
fact, this why we are asking to appropriate thisess fund.

Mr Obeegadoo: In that case, since the teachers of the pre-pyirmactor have the very
same grievances, being governed by different regjirs@ndardisation has not meant the same
benefits applicable to all. Will the Minister, tlegore, in the same spirit, which we commend,
commit to seriously consider their grievances amsas possible?

Dr. Bunwaree: Mr Chairman, the question does not arise from targ] we are not
voting the budget for it. But the point is beiragsed and we will, of course, look into whatever
abnormalities there could be in the system.

Programme Code 422: Pre-Primary Education (Rs3,048) was, on question put,
agreed to.

Programme Code 425: Technical and Vocational Edocatvas called.

Mr Obeegadoo: Mr Chairman, can the hon. Minister kindly explamus what is the
rationale behind this very significant additionaldget we are being asked to fund and what,
precisely, in terms of operation cost would haveldemly cropped up between July and
December 20117

Dr. Bunwaree: It is not a question of suddenly cropping up. Tioa. Member will see
at page 27 it is mentioned that it is for the pedaly to December 2011, which means that from
the period January to June there was no problehe blidget that had been earmarked and that
we appropriated of Rs205,100,000 was, in fact, tesdenated on purpose because we knew that
the amount that would be needed would be much thane that for the whole year. But there
was an arrangement with the HRDC where some furats kept and due to some confusion in
the past that money was supposed to be for the Mifdit was not sent there, the Ministry of
Finance intervened to say we had to regularisestiuation. The HRDC was supposed to be
responsible for the remainder, that is, from Jalfpecember. But, unfortunately, part was done.
| think about a sum of Rs71 m. was paid to the Ghaated Fund by HRDC to be sent to MITD,
and the other part came from the Ministry of Firestraightaway. The HRDC could not take
the whole of the Rs150 m. under its responsibflityvarious reasons. One is that the training
levy percentage had decreased. In fact, we haseawed it ourselves from 1% to 0.5% which
means that they were getting less money, but thés,had already envisaged. The National

Trading Fund which caters for the operational @&t so on, which is the levy fund, is getting



less and less. | must also say that there wag@ressive campaign by HRDC for training to
take place in the country and, therefore, many neon@loyers started coming up. Therefore,
they had to be refunded which means that the HRIDXAd were being depleted by other means
and, therefore, they could not cater for the whd@e, almost half of it was taken care by HRDC
and the other half of the Rs150 m. we are askingppropriate came from the Ministry of
Finance. This is how we explain that for the mooitlduly to December 2011, this is the sum,
excess fund, that we have to appropriate today.

Mr Obeegadoo: Mr Chairman, may | ask the hon. Minister what cosan we are to
draw from this? Should we understand that with riangsion of the Grant Levy Scheme, the
1.5%, most of it going to HRDC, that henceforth vas safely assure that the MITD budget will
be much more significant than it has been so fad,ifiso, will the hon. Minister commit to an
institutional audit since the MITD has come on thiicism for its effectiveness so far?

Dr. Bunwaree: | thank the hon. Member for this question. Nexdryave will have the
whole amount and we won’t need to come and votédtirof the budget at the end of the year.
This means that MITD will get the budget that ieds for the whole year whereas for this year
we have given the explanation why we had underdathe cost at the beginning. So far, as
audit is concerned, it is an ongoing process. &, fae have an enquiry which has been set up,
presided by Professor Torul, to look into industredations, disputes and so on. | am waiting
for this report to come to me, and then we cartlse@vay ahead.

Mr Obeegadoo: | have just one last question. | am not concerwétl industrial
relations. If the hon. Minister of Finance bearghwine, we are being asked to approve an
additional sum of Rs150 m. which is public moneyt is being spent, | know, but the
implications, as the hon. Minister just said, iattthe budget we will be voting in November will
be significantly higher. Will he agree to an itwgional audit? | am not talking about industrial
relations, but about the cost-effectiveness obiperation of the MITD so far.

Dr. Bunwaree: If need be, we will do that. But then, | have saidm confirming and
| am being reminded that for financial year 2012, total Government grant of Rs395 m. will be
made. The deficit in the MITD budget is an excepal one. | think it is very clear. Next year,
therefore, we will come back to the figure thatlwig needed for that.

Programme Code 425: Technical and Vocational EdocatRs146,829,842) was, on

guestion put, agreed to.



Ministry of Fisheries Programme Code 751: PolicydaStrategy for Fisheries was
called.

Mr Barbier: Mr Chairperson, under the last ite28130002 Surveys$actually, the sum
of Rs3,179,844 is meant solely for the additionadvgsion for feasibility study for the new
runway for Rodrigues. Can | know from the hon. Idier what is the total amount spent for the
feasibility survey concerning the runway for Rodeg? Secondly, under the same item, since
the budget was initially Rs5 m., now it is over R88 can we have a breakdown of other
surveys that have been carried out under this @eoh whether there has been any report or
survey released and can these surveys be madealdgatb the public or to Members of
Parliament?

Mrs Labelle: Mr Chairperson, out of the Rs5 m. that this Houas Yoted last year,
Rs1 m. were for a survey to be carried out forfilwe optic cable for Rodrigues. Can | ask the
hon. Minister whether this survey has been cardet] and if so, whether there has been an
increase in the amount paid?

Mr Roopun: On the same item, | want to know where this ruypvgabeing constructed
and to whom the contract has been allocated.

Mr Von-Mally : In fact, this concerns Rodrigues, but | will aeswaccording to the
information | have. In fact, a sum of Rs4 m. wasvided for the feasibility study for the new
runway at Sir Gaétan Duval Airport in RodrigueseTdontract was awarded by the Rodrigues
Regional Assembly in March 2011 for the sum of R68,893.65 inclusive of VAT to Ecorys
Netherlands BV which formed a consortium with Passdrinckerhoff and DCDM. The
consultant had submitted the draft final reportie RRA in November 2011. An additional
amount of Rs4,064,894 was required to meet the paym

| understand that for the optic cable the questimes not arise because work is
proceeding.

Mr Obeegadoa For Compensation of Employegesnly this morning a newspaper
reminded us how dismal the performance of the Nhypibad been with the fisheries sector
contributing to 0.1% of GDP. May | know, within ghamount of Rs532,022, whether there has
been provision made for these additional staff torkwon a Master Plan for the future

development of the fisheries sector in Mauritiud &odrigues?



Mr Von-Mally : We have already worked on the Master Plan. dt faur contribution to
GDP is 1.9%.

Mr Obeegadoa Do | understand that there is a Master Plaretplaced before us?

Mr Von-Mally : Yes, and as | have said this morning, therensilii-sectoral committee
working on that Master Plan.

Mr Bodha: Can | ask the hon. Minister what has happenetdalraft final report of the
strip project?

Mr Von-Mally : It has been submitted to the Rodrigues Regiomsakebly, and they are
working on that. We are awaiting a decision fromnth

Ministry of Fisheries — Programme Code 751: Polamyd Strategy for Fisheries (Rs
1,202,626) was, on question put, agreed to.

Ministry of Local Government and Outer Islands -eghlamme Code 462: Facilitation to
Local Authorities was called.

Mr Nagalingum: Regardingtem 26312009 District Council of Black Riyércan see
the sum of Rs36,839,835 has been earmarked. Kraowl what the purpose of this amount is?

Mrs Labelle: Mr Chairperson, we are being told that there tare items which have
been covered by the Rs36 m., that psyment of compensation 2011 to employees and
pensioners and costs of street lighting and refi@kection for District Council of Black River.
May | ask the hon. Minister whether he has therkguor the cost of street lighting and payment
of compensation, and whether this compensationnotbudgeted before?

Mrs Navarre-Marie : On the same item, Mr Chairperson, with regarddst of street
lighting, | would like to have details of streggHtting in the region of Pailles.

Mr Aimée: Mr Chairperson, first of all, the fees were toanh¢he cost of the street
lighting and refuse collection in the District Cailnof Black River. Again, for Black River,
compensation is to the tune of Rs460,100.

Mr Baloomoody: In fact, on this item, the hon. Minister has goten details for each
Municipality except for the District Council of Bik River. May we know why we had to give
nearly Rs4 m. to Port Louis, Rs3 m. to Curepipe3.Rsn. to Vacoas/Phoenix? Can we have a
breakdown of althese?

Mr Aimée: The fees were to meet payment of compensaticgimgocemployees of the

Local Authorities.



Mrs Navarre-Marie : The hon. Minister has not answered my questidh veigard to the
region of Pailles.

Mr Aimée: Mr Chairperson, | am going to table that.

Mr Baloomoody: On the same issue, | would like to know whetlefuse collection is
being carried out in Pailles now. Pailles is inrtRauis, and Port Louis says that they do not
have any budget for refuse collection in PaillesayMve know to date whether the District
Council of Black River is collecting refuse in Red?

Mr Aimée: Yes, Mr Chairperson, including Pailles.

Mrs Labelle: | think | have heard the hon. Minister mentionisgmething like
Rs400,000 for the payment of compensation to engaley Must | take it that the difference
relates to the cost of street lighting; additiocast? What has been the total cost then of street
lighting and refuse collection for the District Gail?

Mr Aimée: No, this is a separate item to meet payment ohpmmsation to the
employees of all Local Authorities. The sum of R88D,000 is to meet the cost of the street
lighting, refuse collection in the district of BlaRiver.

Mr Bhagwan: On the same page, there is another iB§823204 Local Infrastructure
Fund,if he wants to complete that lighting.

Mr Obeegadoa Under item 26312ZCurrent Grant to Local Authoritiesis the hon.
Minister aware that the number one complaint ohliitants of Curepipe right now is the refuse
collection which is in a state of total shambled®ay we know, therefore, why we should
approve the spending of this additional sum of 883n. to the Municipality of Curepipe, unless
the hon. Minister will commit to urgently look intbe state of refuse collection in Curepipe?

Mr Bhagwan: On the same item of refuse collection, it is kndwy everybody, and even
the hon. vice-Prime Minister, Minister of FinancedaEconomic Development, made some
comments in the press on the deplorable statat d’'insalubrité dans les villesCan the hon.
Minister inform the House whether he has receivegtesentations from the Mayor of Beau
Bassin-Rose Hill concerning additional sum for ttwrchase of lorries and accessories in
connection with the collection of solid waste, whis a real havoc in the town, not only in the
town of Beau Bassin-Rose Hill, but even elsewhei®hce more than one to two years the
Ministry is dealing with the file. Can the hon. hBter inform the House why such a delay and

if any reply can be given, and whether there anel$uvhich have been provided?



Mr Aimée: There is a sum of Rs20 m. for Beau Bassin-Rosk &hd it is for road
construction, resurfacing, footpath at Bagati road.

For Curepipe, it is road construction, resurfadaghe tune of Rs5,000,700, and it is
already completed; drains construction to the wi@s9,300,000, and the total sum is Rs15 m.
for Curepipe.

Mr Barbier : May | know from the hon. Minister, out of the F&€R000,000 which we are
asked to vote, whether this sum or part of it Hemsady been used? Can the hon. Minister give
us a breakdown for the Rs250,000,000 as to whiofe@trthis sum is going to be allocated, the
sum allocated to each Local Authority and the amhaated for each project? Can we have a
detailed breakdown of what we are being asked teA/o

Mr Aimée: The sum required is for the implementation &f kharket Fair at Riviere des
Anguilles and the amount is Rs40 m. and Rs10 reatt Local Authority including, Rodrigues.

Mr Barbier : Mr Chairperson, under the same item, may | askhon. Minister being
given that it is facilitation to local authoritie€Concerning the region of Pailles, which is now as
per the new Local Government Act, it is found ie tlegion of Port Louis. May | have an idea
when they are going to have a proper handing olvall the infrastructures and the budget from
Black River District Council to Port Louis?

Mr Aimée: Mr Chairperson, Pailles has not been includeBart Louis yet. When the
Municipal elections would come, then Pailles wob&ltransferred in Port Louis. Up to now, it
is found in the District Council of Black River amloe financing is from the District Council of
Black River.

Mr Baloomoody: May | ask the hon. Minister when will be the h&kunicipal
elections?

Mr Nagalingum: Can | know from the hon. Minister if there haseh any amount
earmarked for the Plaza theatre?

Mr Aimée: No, Mr Chairperson.

Mr Obeegadoa | have heard the hon. Minister said that outhef Rs250 m., Rs10 m.
had been offered to each Municipal Council. Maykwew in the case of Curepipe, to what end
this sum was utilised?

Mr Aimée: | have told already what the amount was fowillitable it in any case.



Mrs Labelle: Can the hon. Minister table the list of the nevojects for all the
Municipal Councils, not only for Curepipe becausthink, we are all interested to know for all?
So, the Rs10 m. will be spent on which projects?

Mr Aimée: Yes.

Ministry of Local Government and Outer Islands e§ramme Code 462: Facilitation to
Local Authorities (Rs289,149,515) was, on quesbiain agreed to.

Ministry of Arts and Culture — Programme Code 6Pblicy and Management for Arts
and Culture (Rs489,382) was called and agreed to.

Attorney General’s Office — Programme Code 563 w IReform and Development was
called.

Mr Baloomoody: On item Additional amount required to meet the payment of
consultancy servicegyay we know it is for which purpose?

Mr Varma: Mr Chairperson, it is the additional grant whisfas provided to the Law
Reform Commission to meet the payment of consujtdees to Professor Garon. The services
of Professor Garon were hired by the Law Reform @assion for the review of the Codes.

Mr Obeegadoa Under item26323the purchase of a vehicle for use by the Commission
may we know why the Commission requires a vehicle?

Mr Varma : Mr Chairperson, in fact, the Law Reform Comnusshad no vehicle and a
request was made for the purchase of a vehicle tsbd by the Commission for the conveyance
of officials and delegates.

Mr Obeegadoa | fail to understand.

Mr Varma : The Law Reform Commission needs a vehicle, Mai@ierson, for the
transport of officials and delegates.

Mr Obeegadoa For the officials and delegates all year arotmdbe transported or is
this an exceptional period for which a car can d&&ed or obtained from another Ministry? |
thought that the Law Reform Commission was esdgntgeam of very learned persons getting
together in a committee room to work on laws. @by do we need a vehicle? | fail to
understand, if it is about delegates presumablgotoe sort of special meeting or conference,
thenad hocarrangements surely can be made.

Mr Varma : | have already replied, Mr Chairperson.

Mr Roopun: Can we know the number of staff the Law Reforamhission has?



Mr Varma: Mr Chairperson, | do not have the informatioghtinow with me. If the
hon. Member comes with a substantive question|l lanswer.

Attorney General’s Office — Programme Code 563 w Reform and Development
(Rs1,704,000) was, on question put, agreed to.

Ministry of Tourism and Leisure — Programme Codé:3Zromotion of Leisure was
called.

Mrs Labelle: | am on item22900009 Entertainment Expensedifter a sum of
Rs1,975,000, we are called upon to vote Rs6,756,81@ink it's more than four times more.
Can | ask some information regarding the cultuxangs involved and the respective amounts?
May | ask the hon. Minister if he will give the namof the artists, whether they were local
artists or foreign artists and the fees paid tonthe

Mr Yeung Sik Yuen: Mr Chairperson, | am informed that this is adil provision
required to meet payments of services of artisth & musicians, costumes, actors, dancers,
music compositors and stage directors requirethievent ‘Soul of the World'.

Mrs Labelle: From what | have seen, it is for cultural eveno, was there only one
event or was it a recurrent one?

Mr Yeung Sik Yuen: Just one event and | don’t mind to table thiedfexpenses.

Mr Bhagwan: Mr Chairperson, on the last item 2290000&ntertainment Expenses
can | know from the hon. Minister whether in thate fund, the artist from India was invited by
the Ministry, Mrs Sunidhi Chauhan? Is it on the sarate?

Mr Yeung Sik Yuen: No, not from this amount.

Mr Bhagwan: Can | know from the hon. Minister whether fronat vote, any trip was
made for artists to come from Brazil?

Mr Yeung Sik Yuen: No, Mr Chairperson.

(Interruptions)

Ms Anquetil: Under item22900009 would the hon. Minister tell us, if tour operator
were contacted to sell such package to potentigisis?

Mr Yeung Sik Yuen: Mr Chairperson, from the information that | havejdn’t think
that tour operators were in these negotiations.

Ministry of Toursim and Leisure — Programme Code Ré&4: Promotion of Leisure

(Rs6,079,919) was, on question put, agreed to.



Ministry of Gender Equality, Child Development dramily Welfare — Programme Code
No. 526: Social Welfare and Community-Based A@®ivas called.

Mr Obeegadoo: Would the hon. Minister inform the House which tpafr this amount
went to Constituency No. 17, Curepipe/Midlands tordvhat specific purpose?

Mrs Martin: Mr Chairperson, can | just know from the hon. Me&miwhich item he is
referring to?

Mr Obeegadoo:| apologise. | am referring to the very last itetmich isCapital grant —
Sugar Industry Labour Welfare Fund.

Mrs Labelle: We are informed that this item is to meet costsn@jor repairs to
Community Centres. May | ask the hon. Ministemtdch centres this sum relates to. Also for
the purchase of equipment, may | know what typeadipment has been purchased and for
which centres?

Mrs Martin: Mr Chairperson, | don’t have the figures, speailfic for Constituency No.
17, but | am informed that 100 out of 132 Commurigntres have benefitted from this
budgetary item. Equipments and amenities for ConityiCentres include purchase of indoor
games, table tennis, water pressure, TV sets mdictree major repairs constitute of fencing, roof
treatment, electrical works at Community Centres.

Mr Obeegadoo: Will the hon. Minister agree to circulate the ligtthe 100 Community
Centres that have benefitted from this amount?

Mrs Martin: Yes, | see no objection to that.

Mr Bhagwan: Can | draw the attention of the hon. Minister tbatthe same item, there
are three Community Centres in my Constituency, elgnat Canot Village, Gros Cailloux
Village and Albion which, | consider, have complgtbeen neglected, not only in terms of
physical maintenance, but also in terms of indaprigment. Can the Minister initiate action,
even if not in the ESE, but in the current budget?

Mrs Martin: | will certainly look into it.

Mrs Labelle: With your permission, Mr Chairperson, under Pragre 526 Social
Welfare and Community-Based Activifiege are being informed that there is a savings of
Rs2,941,263. May | ask the hon. Minister whethegrehis any particular activity or any
particular item on which this saving has been madé there any project that has not been

implemented?



Mrs Martin: The savings under Programme 526 are due to nomguatyof fees for
security services and same is now being providedthey landlord and reduction in other
operational costs of the Social Welfare Divisiondatie Sugar Industry Labour Welfare
Division.

Programme Code 526: Social Welfare and CommunigeBactivities (Rs812,330) was,
on question put, agreed to.

Centralised Operations Of Government — Programmeeddo. 952: Centrally Managed
Initiatives of Government was called.

Mr Li Kwong Wing: May | know from the Minister of Finance whetheribe@ware that
the Business Growth Fund was formerly known asSheings Job and Recovery Fund and
already had a balance of more than Rs4 billion #ral with this provision of additional
expenditure of Rs4.2 billion, this makes up a tofaRs8.2 billion as is confirmed by the annual
report for this year 2011, published by his owrifgstaough the Accountant General? So, if there
IS any insanity, | suppose that this is the ingawtich is proven in this table and if there is any
pettiness or nonsense, is the hon. Minister ableotafirm also that out of this Fund only
Rs659,000 have been disbursed for various progeadscan he also inform the House how much
has this impacted on investment? He said that imes has increased. Can | table also this
page of Statistics Mauritius where it is said die#rat investment has fallen by 0.7% during the
year and also the private sector investment asreepege of total investment also declined?
Can | table this?

Mr Duval: Mr Chairpersonla réponse est dans la questiamfact. It is absolutely true
that the balance was Rs4 billion, the transfer ®ag.2 billion, but the hon. Member has
forgotten a little thing, Mr Chairperson. Thererasd®ks600 m. spent. In fact, there was never a
sum of Rs8.2 billion in the Fund, there was onlysas of Rs7.6. We are aimed for Rs7.3, we
spent a little less, we had Rs7.6 and, in fact, 2vhgon’t want to mention that insane word
again, what | was saying ...

The Chairperson: | would prefer.

Mr Duval: | don’t want to. | said | don’t want to. | reallyadnot want to use that word.

The Chairperson: Please, refrain from doing so!

Mr Duval: | am referring to what the Member said. He said BR&8.2 billion in the kitty

of Government put as idle deposit in the bank. Ttzest never ever been true. There has been a



maximum of Rs7.6. So, the Member has made a sigbt, not of Rs900 m., Mr Chairperson -
| am sorry - but only Rs600 m. So far, as the itmesit is concerned ...
(Interruptions)

It is in the same schedule and | table it, Mr Obaison. As far as investments are
concerned, it depends on what he wants to talktalbau debts, the Member is always talking
about absolute amount, but for investment, he lidng about a percentage of GDP. | was
talking about absolute amount, that is, the difieeg Mr Chairperson, between an economist and
an accountant.

Mr Li Kwong Wing: Can the Minister, therefore, inform the House wWbetthe
calculation as an accountant of a balance of RBi#rbiwith an additional receipt of Rs4.2
billion makes Rs8.2 billion or not? This is whaistbeen reported by the Accountant General. If
this accounting is not understood by the Ministennean, there must be some insanity
somewhere.

Mr Duval: Mr Chairperson, | am quite happy to take the twhehe House. What has
happened, in fact, Mr Chairperson, is that we had R1. During the year, the sum of
Rs659,928,000 which the hon. Member has forgotigalk about! So, we had Rs4 billion at the
start, Rs600 m. were spent during the year anthea¢énd of the year, everybody knows that this
sum Rs4.2 billion has been paid in. This is wlayrl saying that at no time was there a sum of
Rs8.2 billion in the account, there was a sum @.R#®illion only in the head of the Member;
there was an amount transferred in but, at the dam® every accountant will understand, the
amounts come out. They don’t always stay themy keep coming out. At the end of the year,
there is only so much left. | hope the hon. Menties understood.

Mrs Labelle: Mr Chairperson. | am not going to enter into hitge technicalities. From
what | read, it is this sum which is to providecassipport to enterprises requiring liquidity. May
| know how many enterprises have benefitted froat #nd if the hon. Minister will give us the
names? | just want to know, because from what di,ré@is sum is to provide also support to
enterprises requiring liquidity. So, may | knowwhmany enterprises have benefitted from that
and if the hon. Minister will inform the House dfiet names of the enterprises that have
benefitted from this fund?

Mr Duval: | will, if a substantive question is asked fondawe are publishing the

accounts of the fund in the next few weeks, Mr @rexison.



Mr Li Kwong Wing : Mr Chairperson, a sum of Rs660 m. almost has dedursed out
of this Business Growth Fundnd | did mention it, if the hon. Minister carexllisten. Can the
hon. Minister tell us how many jobs have been eeawith the disbursement of this fund,
because the total employment in Mauritius declidedng the year?

Mr Duval: Mr Chairperson, the unemployment rate at the @nthat year, that's what
we are talking about. = Maybe the hon. Member foagotten. We are talking about end of
December; it is stable. We are talking about 7t8%.9% unemployment. It's stable. In fact,
as opposed to much worse; 9.6 % when they left (hovent, when everything was fine. The
international economy was doing well; still they maged to leave the country with 9.6%
unemployment.

So, the hon. Member will bear with me, because axeldone much better including this
fund. Now, | don’t have all the information in mgad, but if the hon. Member wants to have a
guestion, | ask him a question about which entsegti We are transparent, Mr Chairperson, and
we will provide all the information.

Thank you.

Vice-Prime Minister's Office, Ministry of Financen@& Economic Development
Centralised Operations of Government - ProgrammeeC852: Centrally Managed Initiatives
of Government (Rs3,862,723,755) was, on questigragteed to.

E.S.E. (2011) of 2012 was agreed to.

On the Assembly resuming with the Deputy Speak#reirChair, the Deputy Speaker
reported accordingly.

COMMITTEE STAGE
(The Deputy Speaker in the Chair)

The Supplementary Appropriation Bill (2011) (No.IXXf 2012) was considered and
agreed to.

On the Assembly resuming, with the Deputy Speak#re Chair, the Deputy Speaker
reported accordingly.

The Deputy Speaker The Speaker will take the Chair!

(At this stage Mr Speaker took the Chair)
(9.42 p.m.)
Second Reading



THE MAURITIUS BROADCASTING CORPORATION (AMENDMENT) BILL
(No. XXII of 2012)

Order for Second Reading read.

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, | beg to move that the MauritRr®adcasting
Corporation (Amendment) Bill (No. XXII of 2012) wead a second time.

The main object of the Bill is to amend the MaustiBroadcasting Corporation Act
(MBC Act) of 1982 to provide for disciplinary comttges set up by the Board of the Mauritius
Broadcasting Corporation to be constituted of ireahejent persons.

Mr Speaker, Sir, Section 11 of the MBC Act of 198#rently provides that the MBC
Board may, in the exercise of its functions, set agmmmittees, including a Disciplinary
Committee, which shall consist of the Chairpersbthe MBC Board and two other members
selected by the Board. It follows, therefore, ttiet Chairperson and the two other members,
who are also Board Members, are firstly called ufmimvestigate and adjudicate as Disciplinary
Committee members and then to participate in thar@®leeting with other Board members, in
the decision making process leading to the apprtgsanction.

Mr Speaker, Sir, as the House is aware, a Factiigndommittee chaired by Mr Denis
Vellien, former Magistrate of the Intermediate Gowas set up in June 2011 to inquire into the
dismissal by the Mauritius Broadcasting Corporatimnone of its staff members. In his Report,
Mr Vellien has recommended that Section 11 of tH&(OVAct 1982 be amended as, and | quote -

“The application of that section gives rise tataaion of more unfairness and injustice

than the principle of judge and party because tembers of the Disciplinary Committee

before hearing the evidence are aware of the chatige reply of the accused officer, the
comments of the Director-General and the view$efBoard leading to a decision of the

Board to proceed with the dismissal procedure.”

Subsequently, in a reply to a Private Notice Queston 12 November last, | did inform
the House that the MBC Act would be reviewed teetako consideration the concern expressed
by Mr Vellien.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the MBC Act came into effect in829 Since then, successive
management of the MBC have always followed theiglis@ry procedures outlined in Section
11 of the Act. The strict application of the Add) consequently, led to the situation of the

Disciplinary Committee Members wearing two hatsdded, in spite of the degree of unfairness



which results from the application of that Sectadrihe Act, the Corporation had to comply with
the provisions thereof, because it could otherwiage been sanctioned for non-compliance
under the Act, under Section 35 of the MBC Act.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the right to a fair hearing is thedamental principle of natural justice,
and is deeply entrenched in our democratic culténed for a hearing to be fair and to be seen to
be fair, it must be held before an independentiarpartial Disciplinary Committee. It is neither
in the interest of the Corporation, nor that of #mployees of the MBC, to allow the current
situation to perpetuate. This is precisely why, $freaker, Sir, the Corporation has put on hold
the work its Disciplinary Committee as | indicatiedthe House in reply to PQ No. B/458 on 10
July 2012.

With a view to addressing the above unfair and smdbkle situation, and in order to be
consistent with the existing legislation applicalite other statutory bodies, in line with
established principles of fairness and independetite Mauritius Broadcasting Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, therefore, seeks to amend the MBS in order to provide the Disciplinary
Committees set up by the Board shall be composeérsbns who -

0] have not been involved in the investigation oft¢hee, and

(i) are able to make an independent decision.

In addition, a member or a person who is or wasraployee of the Corporation shall not
be qualified to sit on a Disciplinary CommitteeheTlBill further provides that where disciplinary
proceedings have been instituted on grounds of andiect which, if proved, would justify
dismissal from the Corporation, the Chairpersonsath Disciplinary Committee shall be a
person who has held judicial office or is a baensif not less than ten years’ standing. In cases
of misconduct of a nature not warranting dismisshg Chairperson of such Disciplinary
Committee shall not necessarily be a person whahblsjudicial office or is a barrister of not
less than ten years’ standing.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | will be proposing an amendmenClause 3 (e) of the Bill - which 1
hope has been circulated - in the proposed Subefdtiof Section 1bf the Act as circulated in
order to avoid any ambiguity and to make it quitsmc that in no circumstances, shall a Board
member or an employee be part of a Disciplinary @dttee.

The proposed amendment is, in fact, in line with pinovisions of paragraph 150 of the

Code of Practice set out in the Fourth ScheduteedEmployment Relations Act.



Mr Speaker, Sir, the proposed amendments will enthat fair and effective procedures
are established for dealing with disciplinary matte Once the Bill is passed, the MBC Board
will proceed with the formulation of necessary ragjons under sections 16 and 34 of the MBC
Act to give effect to the revised provisions oftsat 11 of the MBC Act. These regulations will
provide that in line with what obtains in the cadeother disciplinary bodies, a Disciplinary
Committee, once it has completed its investigaitma any disciplinary matter, should submit its
report to the MBC Board, without any recommendatiegarding the form of punishment to be
inflicted on the employee concerned.

It will be, therefore, for the MBC Board, after eful consideration of the findings and
conclusion of the report, to determine the sanctibany, that should be inflicted on the said
employee. This will put an end to the undesiraitieation in the matter of discipline which has
prevailed over the last 30 years at the Corporation

Mr Speaker, Sir, with these words, | commend tHEt8ithe House.

Dr. A. Boolell rose and seconded.

(9.51 p.m)

Mr V. Baloomoody (Third Member for GRNW & Port Loui s West): Mr Speaker,
Sir, on this side of the House, of course, we walkedhe amendment to the MBC Act. As you
are fully aware, Mr Speaker, Sir, being yourselfexrLabour Minister, our labour law does tell
us that, before we take disciplinary actions adasrs employee, he should be given the
opportunity to reply to the charge, and there sthdag Disciplinary Committee. Of course,
Disciplinary Committee is an internal matter witgard to management, but it should not be
taken as mere formality.

The purpose of a Disciplinary Committee is to engabout the truth of the allegation,
and it should not be an empty formality. Unforttehg in many cases, be it in the private sector,
and sometimes in some para-statal bodies, thibéas only a mere formality. If the MBC has
found itself in that situation, like the hon. Prirvénister has said for the last 30 years, it is
because one of the regulations which they had deddr back as 1987. They had an internal
regulation where, if | may quote —

“With regard to misconduct justifying dismissal 22 If the employer does not furnish a

reply to any charge forwarded under the provisiohparagraph 1 — it deals about the

formality of this regulation — within the periodespfied or if the Director-General fails to



explain himself, the Director-General shall forwdhg Board copies of the report, the

statement of the charges, the replies, if anyhefdaccused officers and his own consent

thereof.”
So, in the case of the MBC, the practice was ferDirector-General to enquire into the matter,
then to go to the Board and say that he believatsthere should be dismissal, and if the Board
agrees that there should be dismissal, then theaypsthe Disciplinary Committee, chaired by the
Chairman of the Board. It says -

“The Board, after consideration of the report o tGommittee or any further report

called for under the provisions of paragraph 244haf subsection, shall determine the

punishment.”

So, the Board was fully made aware of the chatgeekplanation given by the worker, and they
were there only to go for the punishment which Eheector-General has already said. This is
what was in contradiction with what we have in the. This is what ex-Magistrate Denis
Vellien said when he considered the internal reguia of the MBC and the MBC Act. When
he made recommendations for amendment, he saithiatvere more like judge and party, and
that it was unfair and not partial. If I may qudtem the communiqué which was issued to
appoint Mr Denis Vellien, which reads as follows —

“Following comments and observations made in thelipun relation to the case Mrs

Rehana Bibi Ameer, the Traffic Officer of the MBte Prime Minister's Office on 17

June 2011 issued a press communiqué announcindetiison of the Prime Minister to

set up a Fact Finding Committee.”

It is good that the Government, following PNQs apestions raised in Parliament, and
following outcry by the trade unions in the case Mifs Ameer, set up the Fact Finding
Committee. If today we are here with this amendmi&s thanks to the setting up of the Fact
Finding Committee following the outcry that themstbeen, be it by the Opposition, members of
the trade unions and, of course, with the acceptéyche hon. Prime Minister to set up a Fact
Finding Committee.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the amendment will no doubt brfiagness and natural justice which
prevailed in the case of the MBC. It is true thaten taking a decision with regard to the future
of a worker, it does not affect only the workempasally when it comes to dismissal. It affects

the whole family of that worker. It is not a deerswhich will affect her instantly. It may affect



her or him permanently for life. So, it is importathat we have an institution which is
independent when we set up that Disciplinary Cor@®ait Therefore, great care has to be taken
in the conduct of a Disciplinary Committee, witl falirness. It must be conducted on the rules
of fair play and natural justice.

Though it is an accepted principle that a DiscgaynCommittee is the master of its own
procedure, it does not follow that it can proceedoading to its own whims and caprices. This
is what we have seen in many cases, especiallyisrcase of Mrs Ameer. It has to follow the
well settled rules of natural justice and fair playd impartiality; hearing before an impartial
tribunal, so that no man can be judge and partgcigion must be made in good faith. This why
we welcome this amendment to have an independesbipavho has nothing to do with the
institution in which he is sitting - in this caseis the MBC - and who has nothing to do with the
enquiry level.

The rules of natural justice require that the erygdo should be given reasonable
opportunity to deny his guilt, to defend himseldaio establish his innocence, and includes an
opportunity to cross-examine the witness, reliedrupy the employer, and an opportunity to
lead evidence in defence of the charge beforentipaitial committee.

Today, this Bill brings that impartial committeerirtygs natural justice - only in this
sphere, at the MBC, when it comes to dismissald lanngs the worker before an impartial
independent committee. We hope that by coming thith Bill, the MBC, now, will, if need be,
revise certain decision against certain workersreshenfortunately, they have been punished
through the bias or partiality of the Director-Gaaleof the Corporation. | hope that by bringing
this Bill, the Prime Minister and the Oppositiom&y are giving a signal to all those institutions,
especially in the private sector, to the Directofsll para-statal bodies, that when it comes to
disciplinary action, we should do so before a cottewi where there is impartiality, unbias,
fairness, and where natural justice prevails.

Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir.

(10.00 p.m.)

Mr P. Roopun (Third Member for Flacq & Bon Accueil): Mr Speaker, Sir, since this
is the first time | am rising in your presence histHouse to speak, | would like, first of all, to
renew my congratulation to you. | have got spettialight to your predecessor, whom | had

also the opportunity to congratulate personally amth whom | had the privilege of



collaborating for the good conduct of this Housesome time. | have no doubt that you will rise
to the expectation and help to maintain the higinidy and decorum of this august Assembly.
We have been interacting for so many years in sotmer forum and | wish to reassure you, Mr
Speaker, Sir, that you have my full support andabaolration, and | wish you well.

Let me come now to this Bill, Mr Speaker, Sir. We,aoday, called upon to debate and
vote on an amendment to the MBC Act. We are cangan anomaly which has existed for
years, if my calculation is right, for 30 years. &Yhbothers me, Mr Speaker, Sir? | can't
understand. In fact, | am not blaming anybody,duth a breach of fundamental principle in our
labour legislation has gone unnoticed for so lomd, & fact, it is not a mere employer.

We are here having a high profile public body wigigal advisers, a department of
human resources, and such a high profile body bas bperating with a blatant disregard of the
principle of natural justice for so long. This, ferct, is a matter of concern, but | don't want to
blame anybody. We know that this amendment hdeweld recommendation of Mr Vellien.
Here, also, | have a few regrets. The hon. Primaidtér mentioned about the report.
Unfortunately, we can't have a full debate, annmied debate, because the report has not been
released for some reasons; mention was made okfuet. We don't know what it contains. |
heard the hon. Prime Minister intervening, but,aim not mistaken, | did not hear a word about
the lady who provoked this change. | would likerehéo pay tribute to that lady for her courage
and we know that it was not an easy task for hiee Isad determination; she stood firm to her
principles and over two years embarked on a redsstfight. Her rights were not respected and
she dared stand against the might of the MBC andhis, | think, we should honour her and
also all those who stood behind her like the tradienists. She made us realise that, at times,
when you have got conviction, you can change thidwand, in fact, this is a true example when
we see the sayingot de terre contre pot de fand, ultimately, she had her way. For this, |
think, we should at least remember her.

On the other hand, we have all withessed the hagidéd manner in which the main
protagonists at the MBC mishandled the whole c¥ge.all remember how the convocation
from the Minister of Labour was ignored. This endledh prosecution, payment of fines. Hon.
Bhagwan, in an intervention in this very Housekeadl aboutun état dans I'étata Gestapo type
of administration. While answering to a PNQ, thenhBrime Minister himself mentioned the

unsatisfactory state of industrial relations at BBC. | hope that this episode will serve as an



eye opener for this very important institution, Bipeaker, Sir, and that all corrective measures
will be taken so that each and everyone is treftiely and without discrimination and, here, |
want to join my hon. friend. It is not merely emoypér-employees relationship. What we have
been seeing is just the tip of the iceberg. We khow things are happening in that institution
and in some other institutions also. | just hopat thl those concerned will, at least, have a
sursautand corrective measures taken as and where rdquire

| end, Mr Speaker, Sir, by referring to anotherecasill at the MBC, and | think recently
in a PQ, the hon. Prime Minister explained the adsenother gentleman at the MBC, who was
involved in some “Hungama” and who happened to Hmen interdicted well before the case of
Mrs Ameer. He was interdicted in 2009 and this Hartding Committee headed by ex-
Magistrate Vellien was appointed only in June 2@hti gave his report in October. And |
smiled when | heard the hon. Prime Minister statithgt for that reason the Disciplinary
Committee of this gentleman was kept at hold foe¢hyears. | won't dwell more on that issue
and we do hope that the MBC will learn lesson fiitis particular incident and that we will all
appreciate its work in the future.

With these few words, Mr Speaker, Sir, | thank you.

(20.07 p.m.)

Mr S. Obeegadoo (Third Member for Curepipe & Midlands). M. le président,
permettez-moi, d’abord, de vous féliciter pour eattection ayant eu le priviléege d’étre, dans un
passé pas trop lointain, votre colistier, ayanteeprivilege d’avoir siégé au sein de la majorité
gouvernementale et au sein du gouvernement comnmistrei a vos cOtés et ayant eu
'expérience d'étre dans l'opposition alors que woétiez dans les rangs de la majorité
gouvernementale. Je crois que je suis trés bigeegbour dire a la Chambre que je pense que
vous, dans votre réle de président de cette Chamabrez tout a fait compétent et juste dans la
conduite des travaux de la Chambre et c’est polar ge@’aujourd’hui c’est avec un énorme
plaisir gqu’en mon nom personnel et au nom de toes oollégues du MMM, je tiens a vous
réitérer nos sinceres félicitations et nos vceugléim succes dans vos nouvelles fonctions.

(Interruptions)

M. le président, nous accueillons ce projet deal@c satisfaction et soulagement. Une

fois n’est pas coutume. Je souhaiterais félid¢gdPremier ministre et le gouvernement de nous

avoir présenté ce projet de loi. En constatantifedr de ce projet de loi, je me suis dit que



parfois c’est effectivement un mal pour un bienanb ce cas, je ne dis pas que la MBC avait
raison de licencier Madame Ameer. Je pense qtradédie qu’a vécue Madame Ameer aura
tout au moins servi a corriger une anomalie graaesdeMBC Actqui viendra soulager sans
doute les employés de cette institution demain.

Cet amendement a été décrit par un de mes cofiegupurd’hui méme comme
'amendement Rehana Ameer. En effet, comme notiague, je pense que - nous le savons
tous - cet amendement résulte directement de déténdustriel opposant Madame Ameer a la
MBC qui a marqué les relations industrielles, qui peut-étre le fait majeur des relations
industrielles durant I'année 2011.

Je ne voudrais pas répéter ce qu’'ont dit avantnmes collegues, I'épisode de la non-
présentation de la MBC devant la Commission poutdaciliation et la Médiation; le manque
d’égards vis-a-vis du ministre du travail, les nmsade gréves, la mobilisation syndicale, les
discussions entre le Premier ministre et.éaderde I'opposition, la nomination du magistrat
Vellien pour présider une Commission d’Enquéteimlément son rapport. Donc, le Premier
ministre, dans une PNQ en juin de I'année derngrgg ne me trompe, avait cité des extraits; il
avait résumé les recommandations de ce rapponaét @ja annoncé que le MBC Act serait
revu.

Donc, en méme temps que je rendais hommage auidPramnistre pour avoir tenu
parole, pour avoir tenu son engagement vis-a-viladehambre, il convient aussi de saluer le
combat exemplaire, sinon héroique, de Madame Araeele tous les syndicalistes, tous les
membres de la société civile qui I'ont accompagi@es sa lutte. L'issue de cette lutte n’était
jamais évidente. Moi, je vous avouerai que jétaiss sceptigue a certains moments en
constatant que Madame Ameer était seule, souteauguyelques syndicalistes face a tout le
pouvoir, toute la force de la MBC.

Vous savez, M. le président, pour avoir été pendantertain nombre d’années, comme
d’autres, avocat de syndicats, avocat syndicalistggeux témoigner de combien ardue, de
combien ingrate peut étre la lutte syndicale fadesforces largement supérieures en termes de
moyens, face aux forces du grand capital dont i’B¢afait malheureusement souvent l'allié, le
complice. Eh bien, voila un cas ou l'histoire awtanné raison, aura donné victoire aux
travailleurs, aux syndicats et je pense qu’il eshlmu’aujourd’hui au moment de voter - on va

voter cet amendement sans doute a l'unanimitéesude cette Chambre - tout en félicitant le



gouvernement, il faut aussi et surtout rendre hogema Madame Ameer et a ceux qui I'ont
soutenue dans sa lutte. Ce projet de loi nous’astamt plus, je disais, satisfaisant, si c’est le
terme, parce qu’il est, dans une certaine mesuagtaardiste.

Permettez-moi de faire un pas en arriére. Mon go#¢el’honorable Baloomoody, a parlé
brievement du droit du travail, de la philosophig spus-tend notre droit du travail, nous savons
tous que le devoir d'offrir urhearing a un employé susceptible de subir une sanction
disciplinaire relate de la discrétion. La loi impds nécessité d’'uhearing, mais comment le
faire, c’est a la discrétion de I'employeur. Sitehhearing n’est jamais impatrtial, il doit étre
objectif parce que le but recherché n’est pas sonplement de justifier aux yeux de la loi une
sanction disciplinaire voire un licenciement, maissi objectivement de dire & 'employeur s'il
y a des raisons valables pour licencier un empsayés quoi il devra répondre devant une cour
de justice. Eh bien, pourquoi je dis que ce pragetoi, il est avant-gardiste c’est parce qu'il va
au-dela duCode of Practicede ce qu'avait cité le Premier ministre. Bode of Practice
demande précisément que ceux qui siegent a ce&dmdiplinaire soient indépendants. En fait,
le libellé de la loi reprend les termes @Qude of Practicemais il va plus loin pour statuer
gu’aucun membre du conseil de direction, du cortsadministration de la MBC, ne peut siéger
sur un comite disciplinaire quel qu’il soit de 18BK. En cela, il est avant-gardiste, il va plus loin
gue d'autres dispositions |égales existantes ebgejoins donc a I'honorable Baloomoody en
espérant qu’il servira d’exemple a d’autres corpsagtatiques ; qu'’il servira d’inspiration pour
d’autres modifications a venir dans notre seinakeendroit du travail.

Je voudrais faire quelques suggestions pour termidiabord, je voudrais suggérer que
les conclusions de ce comité disciplinaire indépahd— puisque désormais tout comité
disciplinaire a la MBC sera indépendant — soiemhrminiquées au principal intéressé, c'est-a-
dire, 'employé. Cela est d’autant plus importantes comité disciplinaire va au-dela de se
prononcer sur le bien-fondé des accusations peonmmander une sanction.

La deuxieme suggestion c’est qu'il y ait un drdémbel. Comme vous le savez trés bien,
M. le président, tant pour d’autres paraétatiqlee§EB, la CWA, il y a un droit d’appel qui est
prévu, c’est vrai, par des reglements internes,snigi des lors que ce sera un comité
disciplinaire autre que le conseil d’administratigni va enquéter et qui va recommander, je

pense qu’il serait bien que tout employé ait unitddbappel. Je ne dis pas que cela doit



nécessairement figurer dans la loi que nous aNater, mais il faudrait que la MBC prévaoit,
sinon par des reglements internes, ce droit d’appel

La troisieme suggestion, M. le président, c’essujet assez délicat. Nous savons que la
pratigue qui gagne en importance ces jours ci cest les entreprises privées ou des corps
paraétatiques, surtout pour présider les comitésiglinaires dits indépendants, ont recours
parfois a des personnes ayant la responsabilitd’ Elaployment Relations Tribunatans
d’autres cas, a des magistrats en fonction de la @ulustrielle. Il y a la un probleme dans la
perception qu’a le public de I'indépendance deultige dans la mesure ou une affaire devant
une telle personnalité peut demain étre entendysamllelement étre devant le tribunal d’appel
industriel ou la Cour Industrielle.

Je souhaiterais, donc, que le gouvernement, leiBreninistre, le ministre des relations
industrielles puissent se pencher sur cette quedtés délicate, mais qui est d'importance
fondamentale pour que la justice soit toujours peomme indépendante.

Ma derniere suggestion: le Premier ministre lordad®NQ dulLeaderde I'opposition
nous avait informé que le rapport Vellien recomnandussi un amendementl&mployment
Relations Actafin que, si dans le cas ou un employé a détitegé auprés du ministéere du
travail, et que I'affaire soit, par exemple, deven€Commission de Conciliation et de Médiation,
gue I'employeur ne puisse pas dans cette situddiolieencier unilatéralement 'employé mais
gu’il attende les conclusions de cette instanceCdaciliation et de Méditation. Je voudrais,
donc, inviter le Premier ministre de s’assurer awammn ministre du travail que cette
recommandation aussi soit suivie dés que possible.

Voila, M. le président, j'en ai terminé. Donc, haammmes tout a fait d’accord avec cet
amendement et c’est avec plaisir et soulagemenhgue le voterons.

Merci, M. le président.

(10.18 p.m.)

The Attorney General (Mr Y. Varma): Mr Speaker, Sir, let me, at the outset,
congratulate you on your election. As set out ie tBxplanatory Memorandum to this
amendment Bill, the Mauritius Broadcasting Corporatwill be able to set up independent
disciplinary committees once this law is passedass@nted to.

The provisions of this Bill will ensure that faisge and transparency prevail in

disciplinary actions against employees of the MBe hon. Prime Minister should be



commended for bringing this Bill to the House. TMauritius Broadcasting Corporation Act
currently does not provide that only independemsges shall be qualified to sit on disciplinary
committees.

As pointed out by Chief Justice Lord Hewart, in taedmark and far-reaching United
Kingdom judgement of R v Sussex Justices Ex PitteCarthy, | quote -

“It is not merely of some importance but is of fantgental importance, that

justice should not only be done but should marlifestd undoubtedly be seen to

be done”

The Bill will ensure that justice is also seen ® done. In fact, Mr Speaker, Sir, our
domestic laws already contained provisions desidoeatihere to the principle of Lord Hewart.
The Public Service Commission regulations may liermed to in that context. Mr Speaker, Sir,
the PSC regulations made under the Constitutiorviges in regulation 37 that where a
responsible officer considers it necessary to tistidisciplinary proceedings against a public
officer on grounds of misconduct which, if proveehuld justify his dismissal from the public
service he shall, after such preliminary invest@atas he considers necessary, forward to the
officer a statement of the charge or charges pexleagainst him and call upon such officer to
state in writing any grounds on which he reliegxculpate himself. Where that public officer,
Mr Speaker, Sir, does not furnish any explanationsvhere the responsible officer is of the
opinion that the reply of the public officer is nedtisfactory, he shall report the matter to the
Public Service Commission. The PSC may, after clamsig the reports of the responsible
officer and where it is of the opinion that the ggedings for dismissal of the officer should be
continued, appoint a committee which shall consistot less than three members who shall be
public officers or former public officers to ingairinto the matter. The Chairperson of the
Committee shall be a Judge/Magistrate or a pulfficev who is or has been a barrister.

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is worth noting that the resgible officer shall not be a member of
the Committee. The amendments sought to be brotghSection 11 of the Mauritius
Broadcasting Corporation Act in Clause 3(e) of @il are very much akin to the provisions of
regulation 37 of the PSC regulations.

Firstly, where dismissal on grounds of miscondsatantemplated, the Chairperson of a
Disciplinary Committee shall be a lawyer.



Secondly, Mr Speaker, Sir, employees or former eyg#s of the MBC shall not be
members of the Disciplinary Committee, the differemwith what obtains in the Public Service
being that under the PSC regulations, any offickeo v& serving, who has for any period during
the five years preceding the alleged misconducteskin the accused officers’ Ministry or
Department, shall not be a member of a Disciplif@oynmittee.

Thirdly, a responsible officer in the public seeiwho is by law required to carry out a
preliminary investigation with respect to a pulditicer shall not be a member of a Disciplinary
Committee inquiring into the conduct of that pulditicer.

Similarly, the proposed subsection 6 of sectionofithe MBC Act will ensure that all
those involved in the investigation of a case agfaam employee of the MBC shall not sit on a
Disciplinary Committee set up to inquire into ttese.

Mr Speaker, Sir, regulation 38 of the PSC regoletiagain sets out similar disciplinary
procedures as in regulation 37 with respect toipufficers whose dismissals are not considered
as appropriate, the material difference being thatChairperson of a Disciplinary Committee
need not be a lawyer. As such, Mr Speaker, Siiméas procedure is set out in a proposed
section 11(6) of the MBC Act. The alignment of fhcedures for dismissal of employees of
the MBC, Mr Speaker, Sir, with those of officerstive public service are most welcome given
that by virtue of the MBC Act, the MBC is a statytdody exercising public functions for the
benefit of the public.

As | have stated earlier, those proposed new disaiy procedures will, furthermore,
guarantee fairness and transparency in the prolessting to the eventual dismissal or
punishment of an employee.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | thank you for your attention.

(20.26 p.m.)

Mr R. Bhagwan (First Member for Beau Bassin & Petie Riviére): Allow me to
congratulate you, as | did this morning, on youp@ptment as Speaker. | am very happy that
we have had a very calm day, but | have a spduiaight for my good friend, now President, Mr
Kailash Purryag.

(Interruptions)

With respect to our good friend, Mr Speaker, Sk, lvave decided to stay calm today.



Mr Speaker, Sir, | was saying that, we, on thisesaf the House, welcome this
amendment to the legislatiat cela ne pouvait pas étre autremdnam very sad at the same
time, Mr Speaker, Sir. | won't be nasty, becautan@ng Orders would prevent me to talk
about Mr Hitler andMr Ciseau. The Standing Orders would prevent me to maketheesof
the management of the MBC under the present DireGineral. So many times we have
discussed, we have asked questions on the MBC/@Yldrope, one of these days, we will have
the opportunities in this very House to have a fidbate on a new legislation of the Mauritius
Broadcasting Corporation.

M. le président, cela ne peut pas étre autremeait-nfdme, j'ai eu I'occasion de poser
plusieurs questions parlementaires sur le cas d#gaiMia Rehana Ameer que nous avons tous
salué. C’est une mauricienne qui est venue me &nitant qu’élu, pour interpeller les membres
de la Chambre sur la politique dictatoriale queddila direction de la MBC/TV. Il y eu pas mal
de soutien, je dois aussi dire de la part des sgligies, de la société civile, des gens de bonne
volonté pour aider Madame Ameer afin qu’il y aistjae et fort heureusement, ici-méme, dans
cette Chambre, nous avons euPlavate Notice Questionlu Leader de I'opposition and the
positive response of the Prime Minister who hadooesled positively and set up the Fact
Finding Committee

It is also very sad and unfortunate, and it wowdstdhbeen good, if the report could have
been circulated. We had asked for it and for tb@in reason, Government has chosen not to
circulate the report. But the fact remains that ékeMagistrate, Mr Vellien, had strong words
against the management of the MBC. | will not g ithe several aspects of the case, as pointed
out by my colleague, hon. Obeegadoo, how the Direg@eneral flouted Professor Torul as well
as the Minister of Labour. Even at times, he #oluat the authority of the Prime Minister - | say
it behind the back of the Prime Minister.

We consistently drew the attention of the hon. Priktinister to the way things were
being managed, the way people were being treatéaeaBC/TV with the legislation which
existed concerning disciplinary actions, how mamyocent employees were penalised. But |
won't support employees who have been found guiltyhe ‘hungama affair! These people
should have been sent to jail, and they are raugitheir full salary! The Prime Minister has
promised us that he will bring legislation to charigis way of people getting caught and then



using the different legislations to get their s@arfor years and years, which should not have
been the case.

As an Opposition, it is our duty to support peogleo are in difficulty, and | hope that
the message goes not only to the MBC/TV, but toegamwment through the different Ministers,
through the Prime Minister’'s Office, and opensay®s to what is happening in other sectors.
There are similar cases whérg a des potentats qui agissent, comme ce fcasea la MBC/TV.
C’est connu. Des gens prétendent avoir le soutiepablivoir et font ce qu’ils veulent, agissent
comme ils veulent et pénalisent des innocentséterte dos du pouvoir. J'espere que ce projet
de loi, cet amendement que nous allons voter aafliumité enverra un signal a ces potentats
gu’il y a un dicton : 100 jours pour les voleurs jour pour le maitre. They would be caught
one of these days.

| would like also to congratulate the Prime Minrster having been consistent. He has
said that he will bring this legislation, and wee draving the legislation today. But let the
Director General know! | am also very happy. dswust informed by my wife that | appeared
on TV today, live and directJe ne sais pas, M. le président, si c’est un chamege de temps
Normally, fallait pas so figire parete!l don’t know. Normallyijt is film muet | am sure, my
good friend on the other side, the technician,wghe sound. Let's hopeest un changement
de temps. Mais nous aurons aussi le temps un youenthe Director Genergbou conne so la
gare This will happen becausemme je l'ai dit 100 jours pour les voleurs un jour pour le
maitre.

Mr Speaker, Sir, again, | am very happy becauseas the one who first asked a
Parliamentary question. We supported the employed,| appeal to the Prime Minister to have
an open mind. She is still being penalised; mas very good. It is not good that somebody,
especially a woman, is being penalised. | stitheenber when we were asking questions - she is
a woman, and we have many women MPs here - evegamdt friend, hon. Ms Deerpalsing, at
least once, supported her. We have to set the @raend | appeal to the hon. Prime Minister
again to see that there is no injustice which imdelone to the lady. Actually, all sorts of
pretext are found to create problems to Mrs Ameer.

Once again, Mr Speaker, Sir, good luck in yourgssient. | wish you a long life in this

august Assembly; have a long term. | have a sptwaght for our good friend in Le Réduit.



We shall be here again to fight against all thesentatswho think that they can do whatever
they want because they supposedly have the blessirtge superpower.

Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir.

(20.34 p.m)

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, | think we took a good decisi@tduse you can
see the calmness in the House. | am very gladthiea¢ is consensus on this Bill. | would not
have thought otherwise. This Bill, as | said, veasicted in 1982. | think hon. Baloomoody
mentioned the 1987 regulations. It is also amattiagthis has gone on.

| did not mention the lady by name on purposeidlrdention her, but | did not mention
her name, Mrs Ameer. | want you to know, Mr Spealsr, that, in fact, | hate injustice. If
there was a case of injustice, | had to addrest did speak to her. It was me who decided on
the Fact Finding Committee. Had | not wantedtityould not have happened. | decided that
there will be a Fact Finding Committee. | must sdyd not publish the report for a very simple
reason, Mr Speaker, Sir. A report, | did say,nsveer to a Parliamentary question, is critical of
both sides; critical of her, critical of the MBC all. So, what was the point of bringing a
report, again to bring all these criticisms ahewddad of looking forward and try to see what the
solution is?

| must also say that when the MBC lost the cdsey tonsidered appealing and then
decided not to appeal, precisely so that they cah things down and see a way forward with a
Fact Finding Committee.

| think hon. Obeegadoo mentioned two points thataht to take up. | agree, Mr
Speaker, Sir, that there should be the possitbfitgppeal. That is also part of the system, and
you should be able to appeal from any decision.l $on’t think | agree with hon. Obeegadoo
on this. | must also say that in response to $sed raised again by hon. Obeegadoo about
amendments to the Employment Rights Act and thel&mpent Relations Act, in fact, we have
been working on this. Both amendments are beinglifed at the SLO, and | think they are
nearly ready. The fact that a Disciplinary Comegtshould be made independent is also part of
that proposal for the amendment because that,radMembers said, is part of national justice.

The two Bills, | believe, are going to be finalisethin two weeks. So, we will bring it
as soon as we can, Mr Speaker, Sir. With thesdsydthank the hon. Members.

Question put and agreed to.



Bill read a second time and committed.
COMMITTEE STAGE
(Mr Speaker in the Chair)
THE MAURITIUS BROADCASTING CORPORATION (AMENDMENT) BILL
(No. XXII of 2012)
Clauses 1 and 2 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
Clause 3 (Section 11 of principal Act amended)
Motion made and question proposed: “that the clasisad part of the Bill.”
The Prime Minister: Mr Chairperson, | move that clause 3 be amendédllasvs -

“In clause 3, at paragraph (e), in the new subseds) to be added -

@) at paragraph (a), by deleting the word “Whesatl replacing it by the
words “Subject to paragraph (c), where”;
(b) at paragraph (c), by deleting the words “With prejudice to
paragraph (a), 8" and replacing them by thedwar.
Amended agreed to.
Clause 3, as amended, ordered to stand part oBilhe
The title and enacting clause were agreed to.
The Bill, as amended, was agreed to.

On the Assembly resuming with Mr Speaker in theirChdr Speaker reported

accordingly.

Third Reading

On motion made and seconded, the Mauritius Brostitogn Corporation (Amendment)

Bill (No. XXII of 2012) was read a third time andgsed.
(10.40 p.m.)

Second Reading
(1) THE PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS (AMENDMENT) BILL (NO
XIX OF 2012)
(2) THE POLICE COMPLAINTS BILL (NO. XX OF 2012)
(3) THE NATIONAL PREVENTIVE MECHANISM BILL (NO. XXI OF  2012)



Order for Second Reading read.

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, with your permission, | movetttiee Protection
of Human Rights (Amendment) Bill (No. XIX of 2012je Police Complaints Bill (No. XX of
2012) and the National Preventive Mechanism Bilb.(XXI of 2012) be read together for a
second time

The main aim of the Bills is to set up three Digiss within the National Human Rights
Commission, namely the Human Rights Division, th@id@ Complaints Division and the
National Preventive Mechanism Division.

Mr Speaker, Sir, allow me to come first with theotection of Human Rights
(Amendment) Bill.

The National Human Rights Commission was createtbuthe Protection of the Human
Rights Act 1998 tojnter alia, enquire into human rights complaints, complairgaimast the
Police, visits to any Police station, prison orcelaf detention, to study the living conditions of
inmates and the way they are being treated andswore that the legislative framework promotes
and protects human rights.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the House will appreciate thatessrelating to human rights evolve in a
dynamic way and the Commission, therefore, hasl&ptaits functions to be in line with the new
international covenants and challenges facing soci¢ is precisely in this spirit that the
structure and functioning of the National Human HRsgCommission are being reviewed with
the aim of broadening its mandate and increasmgfiiciency.

Consultations with various stakeholders were held & was initially envisaged that
there would be four Divisions within the Nationalitdan Rights Commission, namely —

0] a Human Rights Division;

(i) a Police Complaints Division;

(i)  a National Preventive Mechanism Division, and

(iv)  an Equal Opportunities Division.
However, following further consultations, given tiéde implications and likely work to be
entailed - and also | must point out that the Hosader of the Opposition at that time also
thought that the Equal Opportunities Commissiorughbe a full-fledged, separate Commission
by itself and, that is what we decided, that ituiddlobe a stand-alone organisation instead of

being under the umbrella of the National Human RigRommission. Accordingly, an



amendment was brought to the Equal Opportunitidslast year and proclaimed on 01 January
of this year and the Equal Opportunities Commissias set up in April of this year.

It is for these reasons that the members of therliesion were not replaced upon expiry
of their contract, although the Chairperson of @@mmission is still in office and is examining
and conducting investigations on the complainteixexd.

Mr Speaker, Sir, since its creation in 1998, théid¥&l Human Rights Commission has
played a crucial role in the implementation and rmowimg of human rights standards in the
country. It has also played an effective and indepet role by working in close collaboration
with the relevant stakeholders involved in humaghts. We are committed to strengthen the
principles of human rights in the country.

The object of the Protection of Human Rights (Amaedt) Bill, as indicated in the
Explanatory Memorandum, is to amend the ProtecbbrHuman Rights Act, that is, the
principal Act to provide for the National Human Rig Commission to operate through three
Divisions, namely the Human Rights Division, thdié® Complaints Division and the National
Preventive Mechanism Division.

The Bill also aims to change the composition of Maional Human Rights Commission
and to make better provision with regard to theuiment of its staff.

| shall now give the gist of the amendments beiragppsed in this Bill.

Under clause 4, the proposed new section 3, pmvig being made for the three
aforementioned Divisions within the Commission. Teenposition of the Commission is being
altered under the proposed section 3 (4). The meghdNational Human Rights Commission
shall consist of a Chairperson who shall be thedHafathe three Divisions and three Deputy
Chairpersons, each of whom shall be assigned tovsi@h. The Chairperson and the three
Deputy Chairpersons shall have a legal backgrodfath Division shall have two other
members with knowledge and experience in the figidhuman rights, law, employment,
industrial relations, business administration, etion, sociology, policing, social work,
psychology, psychiatry, medicine or prison managdme

All of them shall be appointed by the Presidentingcupon the advice of the Prime
Minister following consultation with the Leader tife Opposition and shall hold office for a
term of 4 years and be eligible for reappointment.



Under clause 5, new sections 3A and 3B are sowughetinserted in the principal Act.
The new section 3A sets out the functions of thenf@dssion. These functions have been
broadened in line with the Paris Principles adoftedhe United Nations General Assembly in
regard to the status and functioning of nationatitations for the protection and promotion of
human rights. The new section 3B provides for thposition of the Human Rights Division.

Mr Speaker, Sir, under clause 7, section 5 of tirecypal Act is amended to make better
provision for the recruitment of staff of the Conssion. In addition to public officers seconded
for duty at the Commission, the latter will be abderecruit suitably qualified people or bodies
on a contract basis. These proposed changes istrilndure of the Commission will provide it
with additional resources and enhance its cap&zibetter fulfil its mandate.

Under clause 12, section 13 of the principal Acticlhhdeals with offences has been
amended. New offences have been created and tratypdias been increased to a fine not
exceeding 100,000 rupees and imprisonment foma et exceeding 2 years.

Under clause 13, section 15 of the principal Acaimsended to increase the maximum
fine for a breach of regulations made under theqggal Act from 10,000 to 50,000 rupees. In
the light of the restructuring of the Commissidre Dath of Office set out in the Schedule to the
principal Act has also been reviewed.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Bill seeks to restructure #sting National Human Rights
Commission in such a way that it becomes a keytinisin in the protection of human rights at
national level. It plays a crucial role in ensuritigg rule of law and preventing violations of
human rights. This, in turn, ensures that natiéeab and practices are in line with international
norms, practices and standards.

The restructuring of the Commission will enhance ithage as an independent body
which is transparent, trustworthy and fair anddivg to the expectations of the public.

The Commission should not be confined to its merd Bmited role of reacting to
complaints. Nowadays, the population expects nmi@etdone to ensure respect of its rights and
it Is a legitimate expectation, Mr Speaker, Sir.

This explains the philosophy behind the proposéarmes, that is, to satisfy the growing
expectations of the population, keep pace withrivaonal trends and place our country on the
path of a modern, democratic country which hasrdgard for human rights.



Mr Speaker, Sir, | shall now turn to the Police (xeimts Bill. As the House is aware,
during my first mandate, | set up the Complaintgebtigation Bureau in November 1999 to
enquire into all cases of complaints against tHe®d must say there was no such office before
1999.

Prior to the setting up of the Complaints Invedima Bureau, all cases of complaints
against Police were enquired into by the reguldicBo

However, in Mauritius, perhaps because we are all stoantry where practically
everybody is connected somehow to everybody elseretis a strong perception of the
possibility of bias when the Police enquire on thalice. Nevertheless, over the years, the
Complaints Investigation Bureau has attempted toyaaut its duties objectively and has been
consistently referring cases to the DPP for prasecuor for disciplinary action to the
Commissioner of Police. | think that | answeredaaliBmentary Question the other day to give
examples where cases have been taken to the IBolibe DPP, they have been prosecuted and
there are people who have been found guilty.

Mr Speaker, Sir, in its Annual Report for 2005, tational Human Rights Commission
also pointed out the same shortcomings of the ptesgstem of lodging complaints against
Police officers since it results in the Police eénqg on the Police. It was, therefore, proposed
that an independent mechanism be set up to inastagpmplaints made by the public against a
member of the Police Force. This would eliminate grerception that Police officers benefit
from a certain degree of partiality when they agab investigated by their peers.

In reply to several Parliamentary Questions on tissue, | informed this august
Assembly that an independent body with statutorywgrs would be set up to investigate
complaints in respect of offences and misconduegatlly committed by members of the Police
Force. The main objective is to introduce a newarckhnd transparent complaints system which
ensures that such complaints are investigated eald dith effectively.

As the House is aware, we have reiterated our coment in the Government
Programme 2012-2015 that a Police Complaints Bill ke introduced to set up the Police
Complaints Division within the National Human Riglf@ommission.

Different models have been studied before seleetingpdel which would be appropriate

to Mauritius. We have drawn from the experiencetlod Independent Police Complaints



Commission in the United Kingdom and the Indepenhdeomplaints Directorate in South
Africa, amongst others.

The main object of the Police Complaints Bill, asdicated in the Explanatory
Memorandum, is to provide for the setting up, witthie National Human Rights Commission,
of an Independent Police Complaints Division toestgate complaints made against members
of the Police Force, other than allegations ofgation and money laundering.

| have set out, Mr Speaker, Sir, the backgrourdltastorical facts leading to the Police
Compilaints Bill. | shall now give a brief summarfytbe main provisions of the Bill.

Clause 3 provides for the establishment, withanNational Human Rights Commission,
of a Police Complaints Division.

The functions of the Division are set out undealuGke 4. The main function of the
Division would be to investigate any complaint madminst any act, conduct or omission of a
Police Officer in the performance of his duty, atliean allegations of corruption and money
laundering. The Division will also be empoweredrivestigate the death of any person which
occurred when the person was in Police custodg arra@sult of Police action. The Division shall
also advise on ways in which police misconduct ayaddressed and eliminated and perform
such other function as may promote better relatimegtsveen the public and the Police and as

may be conferred upon it by any other enactment.

Clause 5 provides for the powers of the Divisionparticular, the Division may summon
any person to appear before it, visit any Polici&t, prison or other place of detention for the
purpose of an investigation and work in co-operatio consultation with any person or body,
whether public or private.

| should point out, Mr Speaker, Sir, that, undd-slause (2) of Clause 5, a person who
is summoned to appear before the Police Compl&intision or required to do any of the acts
specified under sub-clause (1) cannot be forcethsover questions, to provide information or to
produce any article or document which would incriate him.

Under the Clause 6, we have introduced the powktke Division to resolve disputes
through conciliation. This is within the concept alternative dispute resolution where
nowadays many citizens accept mediation and caticifi and are happy to receive any apology

or an explanation that would meet their grievances.



Under Clause 7 of the BIll, the Division shall bedequately staffed for the proper
discharge of its functions. With a view to ensurithgt there is complete independence in the
investigations and workings of the Division, undab-clause (2), it is provided that no serving
Police Officer shall form part of the staff of tBbévision.

Part Il of the Bill deals with investigations. der Clause 8, the Division may conduct
an investigation on the basis of a complaint whechhade within one year of the day on which
the complainant first had notice of the mattergald in the complaint. If a complaint is made
after the period of one year, the Division mayl siinduct an investigation if it considers that
there are special circumstances making it propdotso.

Under sub-clause (2)(c), where a written complasmhade to a Police Officer against an
act of another Police Officer in the performancehd duty, the Police Officer to whom the
complaint is made shall forthwith forward the compt to the Commissioner of Police who
shall, within 2 days of receipt of the complairdnward to the Secretary of the Division a copy
of the complaint, without investigating furtherarthe said complaint.

Sub-clause (3) provides that any complaint coimgjsbf an allegation of an act of
corruption or a money laundering offence againd®adice Officer shall be referred by the
Division to the Independent Commission against @uron and dealt with under the Prevention
of Corruption Act.

Mr Speaker, Sirunder sub-clause (4), the Division has the latitiod@dopt a conciliatory
approach to resolve any complaint made. In decidwigether to conduct, continue or
discontinue an investigation, the Division may atsmsider whether the issue is trivial or
whether the complaint is frivolous, vexatious ot nm@ade in good faith.

Clause 9 provides for the circumstances in whiclraplaint may be made or continued
on behalf of another person.

The wide powers of investigation vested in thei€on are set out in Clause 10. This
Clause, in essence, provides that —

€)) any officer of the Division may be designatedact as investigator for the

purposes of an investigation;

(b) investigators will have all powers which PeliOfficers have under the Police

Act, except for the power to arrest, and be ableecord statements under

warning;



(c) searches of private premises are only to bectdtl after the investigator has

obtained a search warrant from a District Magistrat

Mr Speaker, Sir, Clause 11 deals with hearingslddisub-clause (6), a person may, at a
hearing, refuse to give any evidence, to produgedatument or to provide any information
which would incriminate himself.

Clause 13 is important and relates to the useideace. It provides that evidence which
is obtained in the course of an investigation ngagject to the provisions of the Constitution
and the law of evidence, give rise to or be usezvihor criminal proceedings.

Under Clause 14 of the Bill the Police ComplaibDtsision will make recommendations
to the Director of Public Prosecutions or DisciplinForces Service Commission, depending on
the nature of the findings following the investigas. The Police Complaints Division will not
have the power to punish or to inflict fines. Thieision may even recommend to the Attorney
General the payment of compensation or the graothar relief.

Part IV of the Bill covers Miscellaneous ClausEsder clause 18, complaints against
Police Officers which are pending immediately beftie commencement of the Act and being
enquired into or investigated by the Complaintsebtigation Bureau of the Police Force, shall,
at the commencement of the Act, be investigatethbyDivision. Concerning complaints which
were being handled by the Commission, they maybestigated by the new Police Complaints
Division.

Mr Speaker, Sir, public concerns have centredqaatly on deaths and alleged Police
brutality in Police custody. There have also bedd allegations to the effect that confessions
have been obtained by the Police by use of force.

In the Government Programme, it is clearly statet we will review the legislative
framework under which the Police operates. In tbeigard, we are coming forward with the
Police and Criminal Evidence Bill (PACE) which prdgs for codes of conduct that will
regulate the conduct of Police and other investigaand address a number of issues relating to
criminal enquiries, including victims’ rights. Araft Bill has been made available for public
consultations and comments from stakeholders haga bkeceived. A workshop was held on 11
July 2012 by Professors Savage and Uglow, both emhimcademics on the Police and Criminal
Evidence Act of the UK. We expect to introduce #&CE BIll in the next Session of the

National Assembly.



Mr Speaker, Sir, | must point out that it is veasg to make an allegation, but it is very
difficult to disprove it. This is why in very deus cases, | order to avoid the possibility of
unwarranted and false allegations against the ®dlicher to the Mckay Report — which you,
yourself, introduced when you were Attorney Genevél Speaker, Sir, which Government set
up. we have introduced the concept of video rangrdf statements. This can actually be done
right now and has been resorted to in a case nght before the Courts. However, the
Commissioner of Police is proposing that hencefantimportant and high profile cases, the
Police will impose the video recording of statensenthis will provide transparency and
eliminate allegations that confessions have beéairoda by use of force.

Mr Speaker, Sir, emphasis is also being placedomntific led investigation instead of
confession based. We know that the Forensic Seieaboratory has a major role to play in this
area. The Forensic Science Laboratory is allithe being upgraded to enhance the use of DNA
analysis. Adequate resources in terms of equipraadt staffing are being provided to the
Laboratory to fulfil its objectives.

It must be stressed, Mr Speaker, Sir, that thereiconflict between respect for human
rights and the maintenance of law and order. Blo¢hpublic and the Police should understand
that. The duty of the Police is to protect thelmulnd the law abiding citizens while cracking
down on crime and respecting the human rights efyewitizen. One does not exclude the other.
Adequate training which is being imparted to théideoshould ensure that they are fully aware
of human rights.

Mr Speaker, Sir, this piece of legislation is amotstep towards modernity and | have no
doubt that it provides the appropriate frameworkl #me independence which is necessary to
deal with Police complaints. This will also helpassessing whether the increasing number of
cases of alleged Police brutality are well foundedot.

As for the third Bill, the National Preventive Bteanism Bill, this piece of legislation is
very important as it will enable Mauritius to complith its international obligations under the
Optional Protocol to the Convention against Tortarel other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT).

Mauritius acceded to the Convention against Tertand other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment on 09 Decemb®2.1O0PCAT was ratified by Mauritius

on 21 June 2005 and came into force on 22 June. ZDBGAT provides for a system of regular



visits by mechanisms at the international and natitevels to prevent all forms of ill-treatment
of people who are deprived of their liberty.

It establishes the Subcommittee on Preventionasfufe and other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment (SPT) as thenat®nal preventive mechanism with a
global remit.

The House will be pleased to note that Justicé Paau Shang Leen was elected to serve
as Member on the Subcommittee for the period Jgn2@t1 to December 2012. OPCAT also
requires each State party to set up, designateaomtamn at the domestic level one or several
visiting bodies for the prevention of torture, thata National Preventive Mechanism. Mr
Speaker, Sir, in October 2007, Mauritius was thet fcountry to receive the visit of the
Subcommittee on the Prevention of Torture establistinder OPCAT. In its report, the
Subcommittee recommended that the mandate of ti B#enshrined in law and stressed the
need for the NPM legislation to have all the eleteerequired for it to be in conformity with
OPCAT in terms of its powers, faculties and compmsi The Subcommittee also stated that
complaints mechanisms should offer guarantees diectefeness, promptness and
expeditiousness and must be and be seen to besimdiemt and impartial.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | wish to add that much thoughs baen given as to whether to
establish the National Preventive Mechanism asparaé institution or as a Division of the
National Human Rights Commission. The decision #talgish it as a Division of the
Commission is based on several considerations, Iyathe need to avoid the creation of
additional bodies and the duplication of activiteexl to ensure an effective and efficient use of
available resources.

Let me now come briefly to the main provisions loé Bill. Clause 3 provides for the
setting up of a mechanism division within the NaibHuman Rights Division which shall be
the National Preventive Mechanism under OPCAT.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the main functions of the Diviseme set out under clause 4 of the Bill,
in particular, it shall visit places of detention a regular basis to ensure detainees are protected
against torture and inhuman or degrading treatmeptinishment and investigate any complaint
made by a detainee. It may also make recommendatiegarding the improvement of the
treatment and conditions of persons deprived aof tieerty in places of detention, taking into

consideration relevant United Nations norms. Thedion shall also submit to the Minister and



other relevant authorities, proposals and obsemsatconcerning legislation relating to places of
detention and the treatment of persons deprivedeif liberty.

Under clause 5, the Division is given wide powerider to enable it to discharge its
functions. These powers include the power to haMealccess to information concerning the
number of persons deprived of their liberty in plaof detention, as well as the number of
places, the conditions of detention and their locat

The Bill provides for the Division to have access dny place of detention and
installations and facilities and to have privateemiews with persons deprived of their liberty,
personally or with a translator where necessaryyels as with any other person whom they
have reason to believe may supply relevant infaonatMembers of the Division may also be
accompanied, if needed, by such expert with thevesit professional expertise, experience and
knowledge as the Chairperson may determine, ots\tisithe detention centres.

Under clause 7, the Commission shall provide theisiin with adequate staff and
facilities for the proper discharge of its functson

Mr Speaker, Sir, clause 8 deals with the confidgityi of information. Notwithstanding
any enactment providing for the statutory confiteiy of information, such information will
have to be disclosed to the Subcommittee or thesiDivwhere any of those bodies so requires.
Under subclause (3), information about an iderdi@aindividual cannot be disclosed without
that person’s express consent, with a view to @mguhat appropriate protection is provided to
personal data.

Under clause 12, consequential amendments are lidreaighe Reform Institutions Act.
Since the NPM Division will now address complaimk detainees, this function has been
removed from those of the Board of Visitors to avduplication. A new section 60A is also
inserted in the Reform Institutions Act to allovsits of reform institutions by the NPM Division
and the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture.

The National Preventive Mechanism Bill affirms inaltitius as a country that is
committed to ensuring, in line with its internat@mbligations, that the rights of one and all, and
especially detainees, are respected and thatralsfof human rights abuses are prevented.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the conditions of detention in fitesons and in police detentions
centres in Mauritius are generally satisfactorye@annot say that torture or cruel, inhuman or

degrading punishment exists in our prisons. Buaidees who commit aggravated defaults and



consistently defy authority will have to bear thensequences and accept punishment. The
existence of a National Preventive Mechanism wiklege that the punishment is necessary and
proportionate. It is the aim of the State to enshat though people are deprived of their liberty,
they are treated fairly and have the opportunitsetwabilitate themselves.

Members of the House will agree that such majoormre$ within the National Human
Rights Commission show the strong and ongoing cdamanmt of this Government to ensuring
deep respect for human rights and great willingntesgurther improving our human rights
record. This will enhance our image as a countmrodtted to the uplifting of the human rights
of its citizens, which will in turn impact positike on our international collaborative
arrangements and trade exchanges.

With these words Mr Speaker, Sir, | commend thetdetmn of Human Rights
(Amendment) Bill, the Police Complaints Bill ancetNational Preventive Mechanism Bill to the
House.

Thank you.

(11.11 p.m.)
At this stage the Deputy Speaker took the chair.

Mr V. Baloomoody (Third Member for GRNW & Port Loui s West): Mr Deputy
Speaker, Sir, let me at the very outset statewleaon this side of the House, welcome the three
Bills, the Protection of Human Rights Amendmentl,Bihe Police Complaints Bill and the
National Preventive Mechanism BiIll.

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, these Bills come at a wenyortant time; a time where there are
renewed calls for fundamental changes in the P&@iomplaints System. For many years there
has been concern about lack of independence isystem of investigating complaints against
Police officers.

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, in a democratic societg, Rolice are and must be accountable
to a variety of players in the society, includitg tParliament, the Judiciary, the Executive, their
Superiors and increasingly now to civilian authestwhich are established for the purpose of
overseeing the conduct of the Police.

| say, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, at the beginningt these Bills come at a very important
time with regard to our Police Force. As a fact, kmew that there have been many complaints

against the Police in recent years and there haga many investigations which, unfortunately,



have not brought the result and have brought araih confidence in the Police. This started a
long time ago, | am not blaming any Governmentroyr Rrime Minister, but what | am going to
talk today is my experience as a practising baristtarted long ago, at the Curepipe CID, then
IT graduated when the MCIT was established. ThelTM€stablished a culture of Police
brutality with impunity. There have been many coanpis against members of the MCIT and
none of them, up to now, has been brought befarectiurt for justice to be done. There have
been many cases of unsolved crimes because ofeHwilitality. The hon. Prime Minister was
right when he said that, according to him, theres wa problem as regards the MCIT in the
Michaela Harte Affair. Can you imagine - the honinte Minister is a barrister as well, he has
studied in UK - a jury throwing out a confessiohigh was recorded, according to the Police, in
presence of a Barrister: 9-nil? Not one singlenier of the jury, who represents our society
today, had any confidence in what our Police sdile accused have been found not guilty, but
the MCIT has been found guilty of misconduct in this caltes. unfortunate - | am not happy to
say that - that because of the culture, some Poffteers in certain quarters have acted as such
that, today, we have members of the public, memdietise jury who don’t have any confidence
in the Police.

This is why | say, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, thatstheéhree Bills come at a very, very
important time. The Police hold a unique positionsociety, with powers to interfere in our
private lives, and responsibilities to act indeparity and uphold of law. Thus, the Police must
be accountable for their acts. Central to Policeoantability, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, is the
mechanism of investigating complaints. A citizexs lto have confidence in the Police service as
a whole. They must feel that when they complaiougipolice misconduct, their allegation will
be investigated thoroughly and impatrtially.

This is why | say, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, todagm very happy, and | am sure many
members of the public are happy, that we are dawgy with the Police Complaints Bureau. |
know it is the hon. Prime Minister who has setpt ul have always said in this House that
Government may have good intentions when it cormesuman rights, but we must have the
right man in the right place; we must have the trigistitution. Unfortunately, the Police
Complaints Bureau has been a total failure asdaromfidence in the Police is concerned. The
way they mistreat accused parties who go thereritbte, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir. There, we

have Police officers inquiring upon Police officersCan you imagine a Corporal going to



interview aChef Inspecteurpr late Mr Radhooa or a Superintendent of Polieding him:
‘there are allegations against you that you hawadmea client. Please, give a statement!” We
are joking. It was a joke and the hon. Prime Merigave us the result, the percentage of cases
which have gone to court where there has been comwviis minimum. So, we are happy that
this Police Complaints Bureau is done away with.owN we will have an independent
Commission under the National Human Rights Commissi

But, here again, | must say that the National HuReymts Commission - | don’t know if
the Commissioner is here, with due respect to binopurse; | am not personalising the debate -
has imposed limitations upon itself. When you makeomplaint to the Police Complaints
Bureau, automatically this goes to the Human Rigbtnmission, and the Human Rights
Commission will not investigate if a provisionalseahas been lodged. Where are we? He has
decided, although the law does not tell him to do But he has decided upon his own not to
investigate cases where a provisional charge has lbelged in court. So, what is the purpose of
having a Human Rights Commission? Because eveyyitdgo and make a complaint when
he is released! After he has been charged, pomasicase has been lodged, he goes to the
Human Rights Commission or to the Police ComplaBiiseau. But then, the Human Rights
Commission says: “If a provisional case has bedgdd, sorry, we can’t do anything. We have
to wait for the case to be over.” And when is tase over? After two years! The Human
Rights Commission cannot investigate into caseshvhave happened two years before. So, we
are back to square one. The Human Rights Commissigs it cannot investigate. There is a
limitation in that Human Rights Act, that it canftvestigate cases which have happened two
years before.

So, here again, there has been a limitation wiglaneto the Human Rights Commission.
It has not been able to investigate many casesjrantny cases, in its own report, it has said
that it could not investigate because of lack ohpmaver. It could not investigate because of
lack of manpower. Here again, we have had a HuRights Commissioner who, unfortunately,
has imposed upon himself certain limitations, ald hot been given the appropriatetil,
peoplemain-d’'oeuvreto enquire. | have myself asked many questiorkis House, and all the
times they say: ‘we are satisfied. Alright, welhalok into it.” He has himself made the remarks

in several reports.



Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the Human Rights Commissamtake upon itself to enquire in
many cases but, unfortunately, when you look at iiort, this is minimum. The hon. Prime
Minister has said that we have taken example floelPCC, the Independent Police Complaints
Commission, in UK. Is the hon. Prime Minister agar Are you aware, Mr Deputy Speaker,
Sir? Just last week, the IPCC took upon itselfasecwhere there was a disorder in Winson
Green in August 2001. That case went to courte tal was at Birmingham Town Court;
evidence was heard during trial, suggesting sonseanduct by members of the Police. In fact,
it was notbrutalité policiere They had made false promise to certain peoplée judge
guestioned the detective inspector, and came tedhelusion that there was some misconduct
upon the act of that inspector. Immediately, tREC took over that case and enquired into the
conduct of the Police officers.

Here, in Mauritius, how many cases have been dgadibecause of Police misconduct
in the enquiry? Apart frorbrutalité policiere there are other misconducts which have occurred
like breach of Standing Orders. But, never hasHtiman Rights Commission taken over cases
where the Judge or the learned Magistrate has torte conclusion that he can’t believe such
and such Police officers. This would have beereterdent for Police officers to respect their
Standing Orders, and act according to law. Bupriwmnately, this does not happen. This is why
| say that we can create institutions; Governmeay trave good intentions, but if those who are
at the head of the institutions don’'t do what te bhllows them to do, then again we will come
to same conclusion.

Last week, on 20 July, the IPCC investigated th®a®f the Norfolk Police officers in
response to the report of an accident. There veasiaus accident. The Police were supposed to
have gone there; they had not seen anybody injufégy came back to the station and relaxed.
It is only when members of the public, eight hoaifter, saw a body lying near the vehicle which
was involved in the accident, reported the mattethe Police, the IPCC enters and makes an
enquiry against these Police officers. Recently,have had a case in Beau Bassin or in Rose
Hill where more or less we had the same incidedtthe Police went there with their dogs and
everything and did not see anything; in fact, tbdywas there. So, these are examples where
we should have institution, a Human Rights Comroissiwhere they should take upon
themselves. What | am saying is that we shouldensake that we have the right person in the

right place. When | say the right person in thghtiplace - because the IPCC itself is being



guestioned - | am sure the hon. Prime Ministemiara. There has, recently, been in Parliament
on 01 May 2012: ‘following a demonstration callifay the IPCC abolition outside the London
Headquarters of the IPCC, a Parliamentary inquity the future of the IPCC was announced.’
The main concern there was what? Again, they didhave the right person in the right place.
They have taken retired Police officers as investiis and many cases have not been
investigated because of the familiarity betweerPekee officers and duty Police officers. So,
we have to be careful when we appoint these pecoptes is very, very important. We have to
make sure that we have the right man in the rigate so that we can make sure that
investigation is being carried out as it should I the people who should carry the
investigation.

Another case of flagrant breach of human rightsuge raised the issue in Parliament -
the question of bail today. This is an issue whkeeeHuman Rights Commission should have
intervened. The Commissioner of Police decideduiy last year to issue a communiqué stating
that anybody who is on bail will never be releasadail again if they commit another offence,
not the same offence. If they commit another aféethey should not be granted balil; if they are
accused, if there is suspicion.

Now, | have a case, an old man who is working agatchman. He doesn’t have the
permit from the Commissioner of Police because agly it takes time. He was working on
16 of this month. On 19 December, he was on angitee He was arrested on 19 by the Barkly
Police station. He was granted Rs3,000 bail. The® Rose Hill Police station says: *“l saw
you on 16 there; you have to give a statement.’stéfelay, the Rose Hill Police objected to the
bail. You know, what is the problem, in practidé@w, the District Court does not deal with bail
application. You have to apply to the Bail and RechCourt. He will get the bail in 5 or 7 days
and it is 99% automatic that he will get his baitlee Bail and Remand Court. The Magistrate
will give bail. So, these are practical issues ighthe Human Rights Commission should
intervene with other institutions, work in collaltion with the institutions and tell them: ‘look,
there is an abuse there.’ If it is for a drugftcatase, we can understand.

Another example, a young boy of 18 stole a moblileng,. He had a previous one; he
was in possession of cigarette gdndia, it has nothing to do with these two offences, hs h
been refused bail. He spent 8 days in custodytaedVagistrate granted him bail. So, the

Commission for Human Rights must make sure thag therk with other institutions. They



preach human rights in other institutions. Althbughey know, but, unfortunately, it is not
there, especially in the Police Force. Human Rightthe last thing they will think of. So, the
issue here is that we should make sure that theaduRights Commission - as it is, the law is
well drafted, it gives independence — has the nginson in the right place.

When we talk about Police brutality, the Bill isaqgb The hon. Prime Minister was
saying whether we should have another sectiontfertorture. But, let me tell you, in some
cases - hon. Cehl Meea is not here, he, himsetf,isaa press conference that he has been a
victim of torture - especially the MCIT - it is hBolice brutality that we are talking; it is tartu
- bringing you somewhere, in a Police station whish unknown, where there is no
communication, get you strip naked, put electrieiiyh you or ice on your backside, beat you
up. | know clients who have made statements todfiact. The cases are still in court. Hon.
Cehl Meea was a victim. He has said what has mggpéo him. But what has the Human
Rights Commission done? What has the Police Cantpl8ureau done? | know cases where
the Police Complaint Bureau does not even botherefly to you, telling you: “we are
investigating your case”, and that’s it. Fortuhgt&ve have not seen anything or we have seen
something. And, here, it is good in that Bill that least, there should be an inquiry and the
outcome of the inquiry should go. The victim oe tdeclarant should be informed of the
outcome of the enquiry.

Mr Speaker, Sir, another recommendation which, tafately, we don’t find in this law
is theerreur judiciaire In the case of Michaela Harte, there has bewst-guilty verdict, we are
having a new inquiry. What happened in cases wthenee has beeerreur judiciaire? If there
was a guilty verdict, in that case, there would mmte been a new inquiry. There has been a not
guilty verdict, rightly so, the hon. Prime Ministeas decided to have an independent inquiry.
But what about cases where there have beseur judiciairé? The Human Rights
Commissioner, in this report of 2006, had thisap s

“In its previous Annual Report, the Commission maooended that the Supreme Court

could set up a committee chaired by a Judge teweviases of alleged miscarriage of

justice. In Mauritius, it seems that, as yet, ¢hieas been no substantiated instance for an
erreur judiciaireto justify the setting up of such a committee.”
Subsequently, people come and confess, but thevsnue for that in Mauritius. Again, we

should look at those issues.



Now, another issue which the Commission has saidahich is in the UN definition of
human rights, is — again, we have to amend the t@atisn for that - the inclusion of human
rights, the economic and social rights. This isyMenportant. This morning, | was listening to
the radio. A tenant has rented a house; he payseht regularly. He has given Rs10,000 in
advance. Now, the owner has got another tenasulssequent tenant. What she has done is that
she has cut the electricity and water supply of ttouse and that lady is a mother of two little
children. She went to the Police which said: “thas is between you and your landlord”. She
went to the CWA, but the CWA said it will not retall it because the landlord didn't give the
permission. But these are cases where the HungiiisRtan intervene immediately. They can
go to court. In fact, it is a criminal offence wndhe CWA Act. But, by the time you get a
conclusion in Court, these are cases where probaelycan call upon the Human Rights
Commission to intervene; call the parties and askntto settle the matter, order them to install
the water supply. This happens in many cases wherkaw order, in order to put pressure, is to
just cut off the electricity and water supply. Agawe have to look probably of our definition
for human rights and other issues.

One thing which | was interested to see is thaUiy the IPCC investigates in fatal
accidents where, because of the Police or othé&oaties - hon. Bachoo may be glad to know
that - have failed in their duty, which has causeat fatal accident. They investigate and
sanctions are taken against these authoritieselfréad is badly marked, if the Police Officer
who should have been there, was not there, theradions which they take along. They have
much wider power that what we are giving to outitnon. But, anyway, be that as it may, | am
sure that this new Commission will, I hope, brirark the confidence in the Police. They must
be proactive. They have to identify and resolveaulythg systematic problems within the Police
organisation and see the problems. They have prdsetive.

Unfortunately, here we get a tendency that the @msion will come after the event. It
has a role. The law gives it this power. Even #we We are voting today will give it the power.
They have to be more proactive and to ensure liegtdet the cooperation of all the institutions.
Here, funding and resources are the most impottamgs.

Funding and resources, which the Human Rights Casion has been complaining so
many often in its report, should be made availaHiegman rights has no price, has no cost. We

have to ensure that they have the resources.



There must be cooperation from the Police. Thiansther problem again: lack of
cooperation from the Police. We found death inrk& law. When we say death in Police
custody, we have to have recordings of these snti#e know how recordings are made at the
Police station - very often after the event.

| am sure if, by surprise the hon. Prime Ministewd walk out in a Police station at,
say, 2 o'clock in the morning, he will see in thecrrence Book, the last entry was made at 9
p.m. Before he leaves at 6 a.m. he will fill #r@ry at 9 a.m.: | checked at 2:30 p.m.; | checked
at 3:30 p.m; | checked, everything was alrightcomplaints.

The Commission should make surprise checks. Theg to work 24 hours a day. When
we call the Commission at 4:30 p.m. there is novansit is closed. This is where there are
problems. They have the right to go to Police stafit any time. They should go. How many
times has the Human Rights Commissioner gone tdaas Police station?

This is the base for the MCIT. They are very quiBanana trees around, very cold, no
noise even if you shout, frogs croak! How manyetsm have gone there at night. These are
concerns that are happening. The Prime Minister nmybe aware. | don't blame him if he is
given wrong information. But these are things which happening and the Commissioner will
have three Commissioners; one for tortures, onédionan rights, one for Police brutality. They
must besur le terrainand not at office hours and do not give noticearfi coming to visit your
prison today.” Of course, there will be red carpét. will be asked to leave his car and there will
be red carpet for him to walk to the prison.

To conclude, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, let us say wWm are voting three Bills which is
creating a very important institution with full pevs. The Government has the will for human
rights to be observed in Mauritius. We, in the Ogipon, are supporting that project. But those
who will take up the institution must play theilegcand Government should see to it that we
should not hesitate to sack, because this law allithe President, on the advice of the Prime
Minister, to remove a Commissioner, if he feeld thais not delivering. We should apply this, if
need be, because human rights, as | said, is Fggriant in our democratic institution.

| have finished, Sir. Thank you.

(11.36 p.m)
The Minister of Agro-Industry and Food Security (Mr S. Faugoo) Mr Deputy

Speaker, Sir, | rise in this august Assembly wigease of pride as | belong to the Labour Party



which was born during a historic struggle for humigghts against the backdrop of deprived
human dignity, and human values and utter disrédpeworkers’ rights and human sufferings.

| am tempted to say that had basic human rightscamditions prevailed at the time,
probably the Labour Party would not have seen #ye d

The preoccupation of the Labour Party has alwags la@d still remains the protection of
human rights in the largest sense of the term, Inuwedfare and human dignity. The very vision
of the Labour Party underpins the philosophy oeddfng the defenceless!

The first milestone was the birth of the Labourti?@self. The Labour Party was created
to protect and safeguard the rights of the massedhe downtrodden. At that time, there were
two classes of citizens and the mission of the Lalitarty was to bridge the gap and this has
been a constant and successful process to date.

The second milestone, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, wdspendence of our country with
the concurrent enactment of our Constitution whgclthe supreme law of the land and which
enshrines the fundamental rights and freedomsaif aad every Mauritian citizen.

The third milestone was the setting up of differamititutions emanating from the
constitutional provisions to safeguard the rightshe citizen. Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, | am
proud to say that in this process, successive Lragouernments have established the right
institutions, the right policies and have enactetlesal pieces of legislation geared towards
promoting and protecting human rights, values aeddoms

Today, these institutions, namely the Judiciarye tBPP’s Office, the Electoral
Commissioner’s Office, the Ombudsman, the Humarh®igCcommission, the Public Service
Commission and the Local Government Service Comanisemong others are the pride of the
nation and are recognised as such beyond our shores

It is befitting today, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, tayptribute to the founding fathers of
human rights, who have also laid the basis for eerequal and just society.

| have here in mind, the father of the nation, S@ewoosagur Ramgoolam together with
other stalwarts like Emmanuel Anquetil, Guy Rozeth&enganaden Seeneevassen, Maurice
Curé and many other unsung heroes and patriots.

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, it is equally opportuneafipreciate and congratulate the hon.
Prime Minister for his renewed conviction, committheind dedication to ensure that basic

human rights and values, and the rule of law espected and upheld. It is no coincidence that



once again the Prime Minister, himself, is bringthg three Bills before the House to further
consolidate human rights and freedom in Mauritius.

The House would recall that the protection of HurRaghts Act of 1988 was passed in
this august Assembly by a Labour led Governmenteurile leadership of the hon. Prime
Minister during his first mandate. It is noteworttoyremind the House and to place on record
that the Human Rights Bill 1998 was brought to theuse by the then Attorney-General,
Minister of Justice, Human Rights and Corporatiai®é who is no other than hon. Peeroo who
has today been elected Speaker of the House. Ithék@pportunity, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir,
since Mr Speaker is not in the Chair, to placeewnord my congratulations upon his election as
Speaker of the House.

| am also pleased to note, Mr Deputy Speaker, tBat there is agreement from the
Opposition on the three Bills. At this stage, MrpDey Speaker, Sir, | consider it befitting to
guote the Prime Minister from his intervention &ie tHuman Rights Bill in December 1998 in
this august Assembly.

| quote the hon. Prime Minister -

‘Mr Speaker, Sir, the introduction of this Bill shid be a proud moment for

our country. It is not often that Government desida its own free will to

establish a Human Rights Commission. In many casuf the world, such a

body is only set up either under pressure followmngss demonstration or if

there is a public outcry.’

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, today is equally a proudmant indeed for our country and the
people, as stated by the Prime Minister, when tla¢eBtion of Human Rights Bill was debated
in December 1998, the more so as the Prime Minibterself, is bringing the three Bills in the
House. | consider that, in this endeavour, we Bvays guided by the invisible hands of destiny.

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, Chapter 2 of the Consbtutand, in particular section 3,
provides for the protection of the fundamental tsgland freedoms of the individual. The
provision under section 3 chapter 2 of the Contstituis as follows -

‘It is hereby recognised and declared that in Mawgithere have existed and

shall continue to exist without discrimination Bason of race, place of origin,

political opinions, colour, creed or sex, but sgbj® respect for the rights and



freedoms of others and for the public interestheacd all of the following

human rights and fundamental freedoms -

@) the right of the individual to life, libertgecurity of the person and the

protection of the law;

(b) freedom of conscience, of expression, of ag$emnd association and

freedom to establish schools; and

(c) the right of the individual to protection ftire privacy of his home and

other property and from deprivation of propertyhemt compensation
...y

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, this is a sacrosanct pronisouching the very core of human
rights and ouétat de droit These provisions constitute an ideal and it isdgim have rights and
freedoms enshrined in Constitutions and other Isoolfiéaw.

Nonetheless, these constitutional rights will remraiere ideals unless they are translated
into realities adapted to real life perspectivehisTis exactly what these three pieces of
legislation are aiming at, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir.

Turning to the Bills, the first Bill, Mr Deputy Spker, Sir, purports to amend the
protection of the Human Rights Act (1998) with awito broaden its mandate to adapt itself to
the evolving and emerging human rights issues &wdta perform more efficiently.

For this purpose, there will be three distinct siions to operate within the Human Rights
Commission, namely the -

Human Rights Division,
Police Complaints Division, and
National Preventive Mechanism Division.

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, | do not wish to elabo@tehe different provisions of the three
Bills as this has been amply dealt with by the Herme Minister. | wish, however, to focus on
the Police Complaints Bill, which has been the sabpf diverse concerns and interests from
different quarters. If | am not mistaken, hon. Befmody has been putting so many PQs for so
many years.

| must here highlight that the Police Complaintgelstigation Bureau was established in
November 1999, again under the leadership of tme Rame Minister during his first mandate.

As rightly pointed out by the hon. Prime Ministétere was no specialised unit of that kind to



look into or to investigate whenever a complainswi@ade by an individual, by a citizen of this
country against the Police.

Besides the Police Complaints Investigations Burethere also exists several
conventional and legal avenues for a complainargetek redress for any breach of his rights.
First and foremost, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, we haneMauritius, an independent judiciary
more specifically a Supreme Court established utitkerConstitution to which any aggrieved
person can have recourse for redress.

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the Constitution under ¢da2, not only provides for the
protection of human rights and freedoms of the vimdlial, but it equally provides for the
enforcement of this protective provision under mecl7 of the Constitution.

Section 17(i) provides -

‘(1) Where any person alleges that any of sect®ts 16 has been, is being

likely to be contravened in relation to him, thevithout prejudice to

any other action with respect to the same mattat th lawfully

available, that person may apply to the SupremetGouredress.’
There is also a number of different ways of purguancomplaint against the Police apart from
going to the Police Complaints Bureau. These inglddr example, today any individual can
make a complaint in any of the Police station & tountry, but, however, as we know any
complaint against the Police which has to do wiié ¢onduct of the Police, Police brutality or
any of the conduct — breach of judge’s rules onditag orders - they will be referred from now
on to the Police Complaints Division of the HumagtRs Commission.

Complaints in court — this is something which happén everyday life. Whenever an
accused person or a detainee/a suspect is broafgitela magistrate, the person who is brought
before the magistrate can make a complaint whicadsrded and the magistrate can, on his own
discretion, refer the matter to the DPP or throtlgh DPP to the Police. This is often done in
practice, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir.

Many citizens go to see their MPs in the Constityeand the MPs put questions in
Parliament which is also a forum to canvass Pdircgality. There are so many questions to do
with the Police Force. We have the private radio® iand also the press. They are also civil
proceedings which are available. A person can datal action for damages against a Police

officer in civil proceedings.



There is also the possibility of private prosecutiblr Deputy Speaker, Sir, under section
121 of the District and Intermediate Court (Crintidarisdiction) Act. We have also the office of
the Ombudsman. One can go and complain to the Osntaral as provided for under section 96
of the Constitution.

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, coming back to Police Camté Investigation Bureau, many
criticisms have been levelled and recorded agdmstUnit. We have noted all the points which
have been raised by hon. Baloomoody and, to a Extgnt, it is very true in practice. This is the
very reason why we are coming up with amendmentise@xisting law and also we are creating
the independent body.

The main criticism, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, hasrbteat there is a perception of bias
for two reasons —

0] Police Complaints Investigation Bureau operatesutite administrative control

of the Commissioner of Police, which tantamount$&dice enquiring upon the
Police;

(i) Police Complaints Investigation Bureau is manneddaying Police officers, and
there is a strong perception that Police officdrtaim a certain degree of partiality
when they are investigated by their peers.

There is a general perception of bias in the eyethe public. For these reasons, the
Human Rights Commission, in its 2005 report, prepothat an Independent Police Complaints
Commission be set up on similar lines, as the laddpnt Police Complaints Commission
created under the Police Reform Act (2002) in timitédl Kingdom. The Police Complaints Bill
provides for Police Complaints Division to operatethin the National Human Rights
Commission. This will, in fact, replace the presBotice Complaints Investigation Bureau.

This, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, represents a big;leapst say, a significant reform. This
centralised system will ensure that complaints regjathe Police are addressed promptly,
thoroughly and above all, impartially by an Indegemt Complaints mechanism. There will,
thus, no longer be a perception of bias and thisnarease public confidence in the system. The
public will also be more comfortable to make compa against the Police as opposed to the

previous system which discouraged a complainam seeking redress against the Police.



Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, by creating this centralisedependent Police Complaints
Division, we have, in fact, gone one step furthieant the Independent Police Complaints
Commission in the United Kingdom.

Though the Independent Police Complaints Commissidhe United Kingdom is a non-
department public body, independent of the Polideyest groups, NGOs and political parties, it
does not enquire all complaints against the Police.

The Independent Police Complaints Commission electanage or supervise Police
investigation into a particular complaint and, ong serious cases, independently conducts an
investigation. At the end of the day, the Independ®olice Complaints Commission does not
investigate all complaints against the Police wnlike provision made in the present Bill; the
Police Complaints Division will enquire, will invegate in all cases pertaining to complaints
against Police, whereas in the UK, some casesldoga extent, are still left with the Police to
enquire.

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, a second salient elemehigiwdeserves the appreciation of the
House and the population at large, pertains tdatiethat albeit there is no constitutional or lega
requirement to provide for an independent authdatsemedy or redress any violation of human
rights, unlike as required in the United Kingdomgdar Article 13 of the European Convention
of Human Rights.

Again, without any pressure or any mass demongiratir public outcry, as it happens in
other countries, to use the words of the Prime 8f@n Government, on its own, is coming up
with these Bills for the safeguard of human rightsur country.

By contrast, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, in the Unikddgdom, it was following the case of
Khan against United Kingdom 2000 BHRC, at page 3ilere the European Court of Human
Rights determined that the Police Complaints Autiias insufficiently independent from the
Police and does not provide an effective remedsh& Police misconduct, as required under
Article 13 of the European Convention of Human Rsglfccordingly, the Independent Police
Complaints Commission was created in 2002 by the®®eform Act, and the Independent
Police Complaints Commission replaced the Policen@aints Authority in the UK.

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, one of the functions atii#al to the Police Complaints Division

which is totally novel, under clause 4 subsectibh relates to investigation of death of any



person which occurred when the person was in Poliseody or as a result of Police action. This
is warranted in view of the concerns voiced on i$ssie.

This is over and above the existing provisions ursgéetions 110 and 111 of the District
and Intermediate Courts (Criminal Jurisdiction Agthich provides for the DPP to request for a
judicial enquiry before a District Magistrate intwe death of a person who has died in violent
and/or unnatural circumstances.

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, there are few clausesdtatvorth highlighting —

0] Clause 9 allows for making or continuing a comglaam behalf of another
person. This will enable a family member or anyigiested person to make or
continue a complaint even after the demise of tttagh complainant. This is to
ensure that justice is done and no one will go aghed for his illegal acts and
behaviour.

(i) Under clause 13, evidence which is obtained ircthese of an investigation may
give rise to or may be used in civil and criminabgeedings. This will prevent
duplications of enquiries, thus saving preciousueses.

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, let me now dwell briefly thre third Bill, that is, the National

Preventive Mechanism Bill.

Section 7(1) of the Constitution provides for thietpction from inhuman treatment.

Under section 7(1) —

“No person shall be subjected to torture or taumlan or degrading punishment
or other such treatment.”

Section 78 of the Criminal Code also provides foe bffence of torture by public
official, and is punishable by fine not exceedingb® 000 and to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding five years.

Mauritius is a party to the Convention againstugtand other cruel, inhuman, degrading
treatment or punishment since December 1992.

The optional Protocol to this Convention was ratlfin 2005. This protocol requires
Mauritius, as a party, to set up or designate emnal preventive mechanism for the prevention

of torture.



The present Bill is, in fact, in line with our imt&ational obligations establishing a
national preventive mechanism division under thgisaeof the National Human Rights
Commission.

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, the introduction of thesthBills is yet another testimony of this
Government’s strong will to advocate and uphold thedamental constitutional rights and
liberties of each and every citizen of this coumtry conducive ‘human rights’ environment.

We have already passed the Equal Opportunitiesafidt also several other statutes
which reinforce the status of the Mauritian citizélom the human rights perspective. We have
also ratified several international Conventions @oedenants on Human Rights.

| must say that Mauritius enjoys a good track rddarterms of respect, promotion and
protection of human rights. This is fully evidendaygl reports on human rights in Mauritius by
the United Nations Human Rights Council, the US &#pent of State and the African
Commission, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir.

Under the leadership of the Prime Minister, we \ilither strive to uplift and uphold
human rights and human dignity.

I, once again, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, congratuldte hon. Prime Minister for
introducing the three Bills to the House.

| thank you for your attention.

(11.58 p.m.)

Dr. S. Boolell (Second Member for Curepipe & Midlards): Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir,
first of all, 1 find it quite surprising that | atthe only non-legal person who is speaking tonight
on this Bill. | have seen the collection of lawydhat has been at the mike and talking about
these Bills. | also find it quite surprising, hagiseen the composition, as recommended by this
Bill, that even from the front bench of Governmeagart from the Prime Minister, nobody shall
ever be entitled to be the Chairman of this Humaghf® Commission. There seems to be a
certain degree of monopoly from the legal profasstbe judges have it, the Chairperson shall
be a judge of standing, the Deputy Chair shall bstegal persons of standing and, at the end of
the day, | find that when you have eliminated tle& Biscrimination Division of the defunct to-
be Human Rights Commission, there is no affirmategon which allows any female to be a
member of this Human Rights Commission or its diris It depends upon the President to

appoint any lady who wishes to be there, but tleer®thing affirmative in that. In a time, when



we are speaking about one female candidate pez fbreMunicipal elections, it is a matter of
great regret that a man should come here and stachday that there should be an affirmative
action to have a female representation at the [evitlose Boards.

That having been said - | have not meant to sabput in view of the fact that hon.
Baloomoody mentioned it - | also wish to state thmny of you have heard of torture at the
level of the Police. But | do not consider thatight, talking about these Bills for the sake of
human rights is the right forum for us to be takihg Police Force to the cleaners and criticising
extensively the Police. The majority of policemam god fearing, hard working, politician
fearing citizens and there is a minority who hasagts been functioning outside the normal
norms and it is unfair that the whole professiorpoficemen be made to share the blame for
those who have done wrongly. It has been unfotéutieat during my career - and | have to say
it - that | have been a regular witness in fronth&f Human Rights Commission, and if | tell you
what a Human Rights Commission it was. First &f thlere is no fee paid to anybody who
comes as a witness in front of this Commission. o&¥er is a witness is now going to subsidise
justice. Already, in our courts of law you earfodune, as an expert to appear as a witness to
the tune of Rs150 for the whole day. There, you @athing; and you will expect withesses to
come and cooperate with the Human Rights Commisai@hlose one day’s work and not be
rewarded for it! If they do not appear, they witlm be sentenced to a fine of Rs100,000 or two
years’ imprisonment. It is incredible! Even wisses have human rights just like the Police
have human rights.

And then, when | take a look at these functionthefHuman Rights Commission, | am
thinking also about children. Do we allow childi®rrights to be the monopoly of the
Ombudsperson for children? There is nothing maetioabout children unless children are now
being considered as adults. They'll always tell yloat a saved childhood is a human right. We
owe it to the children. There has been a convenfitw children’s rights to which we have
rushed to sign up unlike the United States and 8ama the Declaration of the Rights of the
Child, a child has a right to have a name and t@ laacountry. Many children in this country do
not have a name and are not declared at the GatliSoffice.

When we talk about detention centres, | remember aase of a child who committed
suicide in a detention centre recently. When | spagrthe action that was going to be

contemplated from the Minister of Gender Equalibge answer was fairly cold: ‘I do not have



the staff.” Now, we are going to have the Humaght&s Commission which is going to work
independently with its three Divisions, and goimgkte functioning outside the ambit of the
Police Force without Police officers and rightly. sbhey are going to investigate, to empower
investigators who shall emanate from the Human RigBommission and function as
investigators without any training whatsoever. Whi totally agree with the hon. Prime
Minister and | compliment him for bringing in suehBill in view of the fact that the previous
Human Rights Commission was not effective and camphts were not being told of what was
the outcome of a lot of their complaints, | musy saat | have some reserves concerning the
actual efficacy and efficiency of this new look Ham Rights Commission with its three
Divisions.

| considered the previous Human Rights Commissiobe a toothless wonddrhope
this one has dentures and learns how to bite. &etid of the day, talking about children, | note
a certain degree of concern from the Attorney Gainetrhe children’s rights are flouted when
they are in Police custody and they don’t get badl that we have to wait for law reforms for
children to be allowed bail, because children dwags being the responsibility of the adults
and, without the adults, the children are just kiepgked up. We are trying to be a caring
country. These three Bills show a certain degreease from Government and from the
Opposition, joining hands to vote this Bill. Buewnly wish. Like | am saying, looking at the
composition - maybe now | have the attention ofttba. Prime Minister — he is the only who
might become the Chairman of this Commission one didobody else in his front bench is
gualified. Itis a matter of choice for those ward

When | look at the functions of the Commission...

(Interruptions)

As the hon. Minister of Health just intervened wittsuppose, a funny remark, | would like to
say that | have been looking for detention centrieeh needed to be visited by the Commission.
| have had to go to the national preventative meisha to find somewhere there that in the
detention centres, mental hospitals, which fallamithe responsibility of the hon. Minister of
Health, this is the only place where you find thental hospitals and that they are to be visited
as places of possible torture, not from the HumaghtR Division, because it is seemingly those
who are mentally impaired, those who do not havedwrights and may be subjected to torture.

This is the only place when | have gone throughléive as a non legal person, and | find the



detention centre being mentioned and being defased place where you do have in the mental

centres.

When you go to the functions of the Commissiomt ils, promote and protect human
rights; review the safeguard; review the factorgymit to the Minister any opinion; prepare
reports; inform the Minister; promote and ensurartaisation; contribute; cooperate with the
United Nations; assist in the formulation and ptibé human rights, in short, it is a museum of
good intentions and no effective action.

Then, concerning the Division -

“(2)  The Division shall consist of

@) the Chairperson of the Commission as its head;
(b) a Deputy Chairperson who shall be assignedddivision, and
(© 2 members.”

As far as the choice of the two members goes, segyniwe wallow in a state of confusion —
“shall be persons having knowledge and experiencthe field of human rights, law,
employment, industrial relations, business admiaigtn, education, sociology, policing,
social works, psychology, psychiatry, medicine -ifamedicine is not psychiatry and
psychiatry is not medicine - or prison management.”

Certainly, somebody who has drafted this bit hasrese of humour. If we are going to deal with

human rights, we are going to deal eventually wdttiure, say the word, and place a Doctor

there, somebody who is an expert in injuries, asfign. They are thinking of dealing with
people in a prison context, bring in a psychidtrigfe do not have a prison here for psychiatric
illness. We only have a prison for everyone. Afteey mix up, they all suffer from the one
disease and all the chance they will have in §feiexpect to be visited.

From my experience, it is not the kind of case wHhearan express an interest. | no longer
have an interest. But from my experience, | hawketha great displeasure of visiting people who
have committed suicide in Police cells. The Potieks where |, unfortunately, disagree with the
hon. Prime Minister when they are described asgoeingood quality. Well, there are a few
Police cells which would have a one star statustaAss the rest of the Police cells go, | would
invite him to visit the one at Rose-Hill. The laishe | visited Rose-Hill Police station and some
of those centres with the stink, the smell of tbekcoaches and the rats. This is the kind of

place where you go and some of the Policemen afly ieresponsible, and are really frustrated



and take it out on the inmates. These are the wadsave to sentence. But do we have a level of
satisfaction at the level of the Police Forcezh&re any other Force where people have to wait
for two years before they get a result of examgfdse a level of satisfaction when people who
have degrees in the Police Force are not allowexppdy for accelerated promotion in view of
age? Is it a sense of satisfaction that many pebel®re even getting their appointment, even
retired and died? We have to think; this Humagh®& Commission has also to look at the
rights of the Policemen. Everybody needs to hasieaace in this country.

When | take a second look, | totally agree that caenot be negative, one has to look
forward. At this time of the night, it is not exBcthe time to waste time on rhetoric and | think
of the powers of investigation, the death in Pokostody, the powers of investigation of the
Commission. It seems that the powers of investigatire now restricted to the use of one
camera and filming. | remember last time the Polies recommended to buy a camera. They
only used it to film parades and parties. Thankl,Gio the wake of the Harte affair - to all bad
things, something good comes out - | do believeetiagll be a lot of filming done.

| have had the displeasure of watching torturel@sechand. Hon. Baloomoody talked
about an ice in a certain part of the anatomy. @lage lots of more methods which can be used.
There are lots of Police stations where the lavkgaps chasing all night to have access to his
client. He goes to Midlands and he is told thatshie the North. He goes to the North and he is
told that he is in the South. We need a packagm teith this Bill, just a few detention centres.
There are quality detention centres in the Moka,ar¢hink in Line Barracks, there is another
one and, hopefully, we should stop keeping anybadust any station. We have to assist the
Police to help themselves and we have to be fav&ryone concerned.

On the National Preventive Mechanism Division oratgver, the only thing of note
which | find is that, if we vote this law, we wilppear to be a do good country? We will be in
with the boys. We will be in as a civilised countrgspecting the norms of Police incarceration
without torture. But again, like | said, it is tlomly place where | found the definition of a
detention centre, the Police cell, the prison,dbeectional youth centre, a rehabilitation youth
centre and a mental health care centre.

Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, again, at this time of tinght, | am sure that | do not want to

delay. I think that | have said enough. | am atlttee Bill, but | view, with a certain degree of



apprehension, those witnesses who will be draggéitig court and sentenced if they do not turn
up.

Thank you.

At this stage Mr Speaker took the Chair.

(00.19 a.m.)

The Minister of Business, Enterprise and Cooperatigs (Mr J. Seetaram):At the
outset, | will seize this opportunity to congrataldhe Speaker of the National Assembly and
wish him all the best and best of luck in all hisleavours.

Also, at the outset, | would congratulate the Henime Minister for coming with this Bill
within this House and also it is the right signahssto the society locally and internationally.
This establishment of a National Human Rights Cossion which shall be a body corporate,
three divisions: the Human Rights Division, the i@olComplaints Division and the National
Preventive Mechanism Division, is a procedure ofrgithening, ensuring and more trust being
given to our institutions. This will be built upombust pillars such as independence and
impartiality.

When we talk about independence and impartiality @ur institutions going on the right
track, having a bright future for our citizens, sleould talk about upholding the rule of law and
also having the right implementation of the law®of country.

With this Bill, we can see that this Governmentnigving forward in a new era of human
rights and of service to the public. Also, we dea impartiality is a big segment in this Bill, tha
is, the element of impartiality would be given teese Commissions. The rule of law, Mr
Speaker, Sir, would be upheld at all stages ofgedings, not only at initial stages.

The most important aspect of this Bill is also tipdolding of our constitutional rights. |
should refer to section 3 of the constitutionahtgyand freedom of the individual; section 5
which is the protection itself of the right to pensl liberty; section 7 which is the protection
from inhuman treatment and also section 10 whidesvery pillar itself, i.e., the provision to
secure protection of the law. All those sectiorns laeing upheld and ensured through this Bill
before this House today. We see that a main asg@ch | consider is of utmost importance, |
should say, to which consideration has been giwgatively or otherwise, that is the crackdown

upon Police brutality.



Mr Speaker, Sir, you are well aware yourself andaoljeague lawyers would agree with
me, that this has been a major concern throughwtyéars. But, today, this Government is
coming with the right legislation to combat polibeutality. It has set up a Commission to
combat Police brutality, to uphold the rights, intgdity and independence in the right way,
with the right attitude. | believe such an endeavshould be given all support, be it from the
Government or the Opposition of which | salute #greement upon this Bill, not only a
crackdown upon Police brutality, but also a hallaor stop on illegally obtained confessions,
illegally obtained evidence, which would be inadsib$e before a court of law, be it by force, be
it by bail against confession, be it by false pressi or misconduct. One aspect that | believe
would generate and would come out of the implememteof this Bill is the good relation
between the lawyer and the Police; between theipaht the Police, a better relation. We also
know how frustrating it can be when cases or prapesido not go as the way we think it should
be. When this type of legislation comes into atgtiwe see that there is a hope, there is light for
better and improved methods and mechanism, forb#teerment of the rule of law and its
implementation.

This Bill respects and it puts into action the psans of the UN charter. 1 believe that
the Protection of Human Rights Bill, itself, is apdated and dynamic Bill with the Commission,
which is the Human Rights Division. The functiosellf is quite dynamic because it is a constant
review, review of safeguards, review of factors adidficulties, and also, it promotes
harmonisation of legislation and practices, andlsb goes to international standards, that is,
International Human Rights Instruments. We sed th&é dynamic and | think it is quite
revolutionary.

Concerning the UN chatrter, it goes along with ladl lines of the provision, itself, that is,
the recognition of the inherent dignity and equadl analienable rights of all members of the
human family, which is the foundation of freedonmstjce and peace in the world. Also, it says
further that disregard and contempt for human sidgtdve resulted into barbarous acts and this
has outraged the conscious of mankind and thisnBilst precisely is here to overcome that. It
ensures articles 1,3,5,9 and 10 of the UN chathat, is, all humans born free and equal in
dignity. Everyone enjoys the right to life andlifwerty and to the security of the persons. No
one shall be subject to torture, cruelty in humagrddation treatment, no arbitrary arrest and

detention, and also, fair public hearing; all tisabeing respected and maintained in this Bill.



From my point of view, Mr Speaker, Sir, the Poli€emplaints Bill is no more like we
sayeléphant blanor le bouledogue sans dentblo more, as it has been said and long saids Thi
Bill puts forward, what we call, an answer to Pelaccountability. As it mentions, it says that it
has a recommendation; it has avenues for steps taken and for the relevant sanctions to be
taken. At the same time, it corrects the negapeeception that one may have had over the
Police Complaints Bureau with this Bill. Also,gives an opportunity to give this institutiees
lettres de noblesseAs from now on, we would not have a Police tguiine upon another Police,
that is, no more the same old principle where weeha Police person to inquire upon another
Police person. This time, we will have a duly ddoted commission to inquire upon that. As
from my reading, there is no discrimination, no skscrimination, a judge may be male or
female, a chairperson can be male or female, asd, auch would definitely secure the
protection of law. At the same time, while combgtPolice brutality, it would encourage good
evidence to be admissible in court.

Further, | believe, with the element of investigatin any complaint made by any person
against the act, conduct or omission of Policeceffi in the performance of his duty, or even,
investigating in the death of any person whilst pleeson was in custody or whilst the death has
occurred as a result of a Police action, and aMualst advising to which, or any, Police
misconduct may have been addressed or elimindtedhas given more room for any person to
have much more faith, much more trust in this Cossion in our institution and the whole
process itself has become trustworthy.

So, | should congratulate the hon. Prime Ministieis Government for coming up with
this Bill and for giving a breath of fresh air toetservice to be provided to our community. As
pointed out by the previous orator, concerning mete centres, | believe that with such
measures, such functions of these Divisions, thahe National Preventive Mechanism Division
to visit places of detention on a regular basis taneixamine the treatment of those persons who
are deprived of their liberty and ensuring theiotpction against torture and inhuman and
degrading treatment, are a major step ahead, &uterary step.

It is an implementation of section 7, that is, gretection from inhuman treatment. It
upholds the treatment of prisoners according toQbastitution, and also, according to the UN
charter. So, in my opinion and point of view, tiésa fight against the unlawfully obtained

confessions against the degrading treatment tleabéan given before, but now it is a new era.



It is a new vision of this Government being putward and | shall say that | would commend
this Bill, which is before the House today.

Thank you very much.

(12.29 a.m.)

Mr N. Bodha (First Member for Vacoas & Floreal): M. le président, permettez-moi de
vous présenter nos sinceres félicitations. Le Rmemministre nous impose des heures
supplémentaires, mais je suis convaincu que vdeg diriger les travaux de la Chambre avec
beaucoup de dignité et de solennité, d’autant glwes nous avons 1a, je pense, une législation
qui est d'une importance capitale pour I'image dedémocratie et I'état de droit que lile
Maurice souhaite projeter dans le monde et ausara@sa ses citoyens.

On this side of the House, we are very happy tlehave the three Bills which are being
introduced in the House today. Mr Speaker, Sithashon. Prime Minister has mentioned, there
have been a number of PNQs and PQs which havedresvered in the House, and | will refer
to one which was answered by the hon. Prime Ministe04 July of 2009. The question was
that, since July 2008 to date - that is 2009 -eheave been 200 complaints against Police
officers at the Police Complaints Investigation &uw. Out of the 200 complaints, 10 cases were
referred to the DPP and out of the 10 cases, incages, the DPP had advised prosecution. Both
cases were before the Court, and so we don’t knbat Wwas happened. In six cases, the advice
of the DPP was still being awaited, and in two sadey have been classified following the
advice of the DPP. That was one question pres¢atéek hon. Prime Minister.

There was another question which was presented arfi 2une this year, and it related to
complaints from January 2000 to 21 June 2012. Thawe been 3,455 complaints and, out of
these, in 171 complaints Police officers were pratad, and 42 Police officers were convicted
in 34 cases. But the most important thing, Mr Spea8ir, is that, out of the 3,455 cases, only
800 - there was an opinion, a recommendation aardetp 800 - and the remaining cases have
been filed after enquiry, which is about only 75%ih® cases were, in fact, filed, alha’y a eu
aucune suite donnée

Mr Speaker, Sir, when we listen to the debateshaee two lines of thought. One is, |
would say, more academic; we are debating. It if\ae are talking about the Bill, about what is
happening on paper. Then, we have another visfowhat is happening in this country,

presented by lawyers who confront the Police amdised people or criminals on a daily basis.



We have the impression that, on the one hand, evéatking about theory, about what we want,
about our vision, about institutions and, on theeohand, we have the reality.

As regards the Police, what is the perception tBddyave been talking to some Police
officers and to some colleagues, who are confrooted daily basis with criminal law. The
impression we have is that violence or brutalityused in, at least, 50% of cases to secure a
confession.

One hon. Member in this House - | will not mentioar name - told me that she was
residing near a Police station, and she had hearsel, on a regular basis, people being
battered; people in police custody. We have he&ttle Midlands syndrome. When we speak
to people, to criminal lawyers, everybody will daysome extent that there is, at all times, when
there is an investigation, some sort of brutallige Police will say: ‘if we don’t use some dose
of brutality, how can we secure some sort of evigenr a confession?’

| think that the Michaela Harte case, which hasesgly dented our reputation on the
international scene - and | think we should do yéng to be able to show the world that we
are a land of democracy, a rule of law and of humghts - raised a number of serious
problems, a number of perceptions, and what walgcin a very sad, unfortunate incident in the
tourism sector put us in a case where we wares le box des accusés, a country.

Mr Speaker, Sir, so far, at one point in time, wised the issue of the nomination of the
Chairperson of the Commission who had done two geafnoffice, and the Prime Minister
replied that, legally, we could do it. But the gtien was also whether the other members who
form part of the Commission could perform theiryjuso that the Commission was legally
constituted. That was one question.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | would like to address the isstithe nomination of the Chairperson.
The Chairperson, the Deputy Chairperson and thebaesyof every division of the Protection of
the Human Rights Commission shall be appointedhkyRresident, acting on the advice of the
Prime Minister, and before giving his advice to tPeesident, under paragraph (a), the Prime
Minister shall consult the Leader of the Oppositid¢hen we are thinking of new powers to be
given to the President, | think that this is a nmgwer which should be given to the President,
that is, the nomination of the Chairperson andother members of the different Commissions.

This is my opinion. What has happened with thesgmé Commission? | think, on this

side of the House, we mentioned a number of thing&as there inadequate funding? Did we



give the Commission the resources and the staféh,Tive had the delays, the time taken when
we had this investigation in the processing anthéresolution of complaints.

The Bill mentions the issue of compensation to ivergto some victims. When we take
the two cases where there have been compensairagxdmple, in the case of Kaya and the case
of Ramlugun, it took so many years before, in fae,came to compensation as a full and final
settlement of the plaint and complaint. Often, lveee not been able with investigation to find
the truth in what really happened. If we are tasmidate our human rights protection system
and the rule of law, and our image as democracyne&d the institution which the law is
providing today. We need the right people, and witibe the nomination by the Prime Minister
or the President. Then, we need the efficacy aedekpediency for people in the country to
have trust, and in the authority of the Commissidte should believe that the Commission will
deliver; that when we are making a complaint, whka serious complaint - I am not talking
about frivolous complaints - we know that the Comsion will do the right investigation
independently. There has been a big debate heré labpolice des policeghat Police officers
were investigating on what other Police officerd kdane, notwithstanding the rank of the Police
officer who may have committed an offen@n a parlé de la police des policdnut the issue is
that we should believe that the Commission hasthbority, the independence, to deliver once
there is a serious complaint. | think that todas ave setting up the institution. It is now our
duty, the duty of Government, and the duty of tbentry, to see to it that we have the right
people and that we give them the resources, tlie #ta competences, to be able to deliver in
time for people to believe that the institutioraipillar of democracy.

M. le président, aucune société moderne ne pedeskarer moderne s’il N’y a pas un
respect scrupuleux des droits de 'homme et datl'de droit. Even today, if we take, for
example, the case of the United States; candidagsident Obama said that he would close
Guantanamo Bay and then, he ended up not being@ble so. It is seen throughout the world
as the fact that some human rights as regard toréoare not being respected in a land which
declares itself as a very free country. Mr SpeaRar this issue of how we give the resources to
the institution is a very important issue, becawseare a land of democracy. We have a very
positive image. The hon. Minister mentioned thmstloe records on the international scene. But
when it comes to the operation of the Police, tneestigation methods, when we have this

perception in the country that violence and brtyadre there, the time has come today - and the



more so in the wake of the Michaela Harte casesetaip new pillars so that we can say that we
have the respect that is due to the rights of de&s, the rights of accused, the rights of
prisoners, the rights of children, the Chapter gh&4, our fundamental rights provided by the
Constitution. So, the time now has come to do #md | think that with the setting up of the
Commission, the possibility is there.

Mr Speaker, Sir, these institutions can ensure wetall the best practice of citizen
oversight of law enforcement. What is the ultimgéal of this enforcement? The ultimate goal
is to provide the public with an independent, intigarinstitution for the investigation and the
timely resolution of Police misconduct to complaint When it comes to investigation, Mr
Speaker, Sir - the Prime Minister mentioned it andhe of my colleagues on this side of the
House have mentioned it as well - the Police rety inuch on confessions. Our investigative
methods are outdated in the days where today we ety sophisticated methods. We have the
use of DNA samples. We can have other very motimimiques. The time has come that the
Police should be able to secure evidence, shouldbie to prosecute an accused before the
courts not entirely basing its case on confessiimsSpeaker, Sir. True it is also that in the case
of homicides, murders, often the perpetrator ofdt@e is somebody close to the victim in most
cases. Often, what would the Police do? They @vald some preliminary enquiry and
gradually come to the conclusion that maybe somgbetio is close to the victim has
perpetrated the crime and then, they use the Polidality for that person to confess.

Now, Mr Speaker, Sir, we are enacting the law tod@ifie institution is going to be set
up. We have to give the means to the institutidre have to give the resources but, at the same
time, we have to see that we have a Police Foreehw the reflection of Mauritian society and
which is the reflection of the degree of modermtyur society.La police de Maurice doit étre
le reflet de la société mauricienne et non pas pmiece qui agit comme dans les années 60 ou
avant et qui ne représente nullement 'image d’'agspmoderne qui croit dans la démocratie et
qui veut, a tout prix, faire de sorte que les dsdidtndamentaux de ses citoyens soient respectés.
Et la modernisation de la police, la restructuratide la police, devrait donc aller de pair avec
la mise en place de la Commission dont on parlewdyhui.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | read about the Independent Casion in England and there was
something which was said, which | find very inteigs. It said -



“The Commission should be independent, makingetssions entirely independently of
the Police, of Government - that is, political niéeence - and even the complainants. Its
primary purpose is to increase public confidenctn@Police complaints system.”

In fact, they do two things. First of all, theydsess serious complaints and allegations of
misconduct but, at the same time, they handle apjiren people who are not satisfied with the
way the Police have dealt with the complaints, Me&ker, Sir.

Alors, jai évoqué le bilan de la Commission ackeel J'ai évoqué la possibilité de
mettre en place une Commission, mais avec les moy#a know also that the Commission did
not submit a report until recently. May | also ek$ the question as to whether the
Commissioner and the Deputy Commissioner shouldatsat make a declaration of their assets,
as is the case in a number of other nominations?

Mr Speaker, Sir, in our country, over the years,hage set up pillars to strengthen our
democracy. Today, we are doing the same thingSpéraker, Sir.Mais, nous savons que dans
certains cas il y a de graves atteintes. Il y alqu’un qui s’est posé la question: « Est-ce qu'il
a, dans certains cas, la torture et non la bru@lpoliciere ? Quelles sont les méthodes
utilisées » Il y a eu des témoignages. Mais noagons pas reussi a en trouver la preuve et
faire de sorte que ceux qui auront abusé de cesques soient punisvir Speaker, Sir.

So, the perception is there and if we want thatutgin to have the trust and the respect
it deserves, we should do our best to see to ititltelivers with efficacy. There is in the Bill
the fact that, for example, for the Police comgkthat the officer, when the complaint is made,
has two days to refer the case to the CommissiofdrPolice. After the two days, the
Commissioner of Police has to stop any Police egcamnd refer the case to the Commission.
There is also the fact that once a recommendat@srbeen made, after a number of months, the
recommendation has to be implemented. But thesisgiain remains, as | have mentioned, in
the case of Kaya and in the case Ramlugun, thettiken, the delay, because when there is a lot
of delay and the investigation takes too long, petyse faith in the system. We are setting up a
system today and we have to live behind the irtgiituthat we have. We are setting up three
new institutions. They are independent. They bdlgiven competent people and they will be
given the resources, Mr Speaker, Sir.

The Scandinavian set-up for Human Rights is see¢heabest set-up. Why? It is because

they have an institution, the resources, the tthstauthority, and there is an environment which



is conducive to the respect of Human Rights andogwple are eager, once they feel that their
rights have not been respected, to make a compbaicduse they know that the institution is
going to deliver on that complaint, Mr Speaker, Sir

Hon. Baloomoody mentioned the economic and sodgdlts and that also is a very
important thing. The Scandinavians started wittasic right, then they came with new rights,
for example, rights of the children and they seduréh the Welfare State, economic and social
rights. That is an example, Mr Speaker, Sir, whighshould follow and | think that, first of all,
we have the institution. We should be able to g®\the resources and then create a climate
with education promotion so that the Mauritianzgh believes that whenever his sacred human
right is not respected, there is an institutiompidold it and he feels that he is a proud citizen o
this country.

Mr Speaker, Sir, we welcome the three Bills anth¢erely hope that the new
Commissions will be able to have the right peoplé will be able to deliver in the best interest
of our country.

Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir.

(00.53 a.m.)

The Attorney General (Mr Y. Varma): Mr Speaker, Sir, first of all, let me
congratulate the hon. Prime Minister for introdgcithe Protection of Human Rights
(Amendment) Bill, the Police Complaints Bill ancetNational Preventive Mechanism Bill in the
House. We can actually feel the invisible hand$iefory on our shoulders. In 1998, in your
then capacity as Attorney General, Minister of HanRights and Corporate Affairs, Mr
Speaker, Sir, you piloted the Protection of Humaghi& Act and today, on your election as
Speaker of the National Assembly, major amendmangt$eing brought to the Act.

As the hon. Prime Minister has explained initiatlhad been envisaged that the National
Human Rights Commission would consist of four Dimiss, including an Equal Opportunities
Division. However, with the passing of the EqualpOrtunities (Amendment) Bill in 2011, a
separate Equal Opportunities Commission was crealdte structure of the National Human
Rights Commission had to be revisited. For a whde/, work has been ongoing on a new legal,
institutional and administrative structure of thatidnal Human Rights Commission.

In the process of the finalisation of the threesBid number of working sessions were

held in presence of stakeholders concerned to enshamt the National Human Rights



Commission, once revamped, is capable of fulfillitsgmandate. We have also had to give due
consideration to all operational aspects and tarenthat there is a smooth transition when a new
system is put in place. | am glad that aftertad éfforts that we have put in, the three Bills are
finally before this House.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the doctrine of human rights, thet inational or international level, has
been a cornerstone of public policy around the avorAs far as Mauritius is concerned, in its
first annual report, the National Human Rights Cassion expressed the view that we had a
good track record in terms of respect for humahtsig

Moreover, the generally sound reputation Mauritias in the field of human rights, is
borne out by the annual report of United StateseSDepartment which reviews human rights
situation in the world. We should also not fortfet crucial role played by our Judiciary. Under
the Constitution, the Supreme Court acts as a watglior the respect of human rights when
seized of a case by a litigant The National Human Rights Commissidras, since its
establishment in 1998, been doing a commendable fjpbas been listening to complaints and
carrying our inquiries without any Government ortpanterference. It has also made a number
of recommendations to Government in the fieldswhhn rights.

However, Mr Speaker, Sir, this Government’s visi®mo empower the National Human
Rights Commission to make it a key institution whitocomes to the protection of human rights
in Mauritius. The object of the Protection of Humights (Amendment) Bill, therefore, is to
set up three Divisions within the Commission naméhe Human Right Division, the Police
Complaints Division and the National Preventive kiaism Division. The objective of such
restructuring is to have a Commission which hasr@ader mandate and which acts as an
umbrella organisation to divisions which will focos different aspects of human rights. This
will result in cost-effectiveness and, of courdéicency.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the broader mandate which is beorferred on the National Human
Rights Commission is reflected in Clause 5 of thetéttion of Human Rights (Amendment)
Bill. Under the proposed new section 3(a), thecfiom of the Commission has been broadened
in line with the Paris Principles. The Paris Piptes were defined at the first international
workshop on national institutions for the promotenmd protection of human rights held in Paris
in October 1991. They were adopted by the UN Hurmaghts Commission by Resolution
1992/54 of 1992 and by then the UN General Assermblis Resolution 48/134 of 1993. The



Paris principles relate to the status and funatigraf national institutions for the protection and
promotion of human rights. Mr Speaker, Sir, theifprinciples list a number of responsibilities
for national institutions which fall under five raiags -

1. The institution shall monitor any situation abkation of human rights, which it decides to
take out.

2. The institution shall be able to advise the Goneent, the Parliament and any other
competent body on specific violations on issuestire to legislation and general
compliance and implementation with internationaiian rights instruments.

3. The institution shall relate to regional ancemiational organisation.

4. The institution shall have a mandate to eduaatkinform in the field of human rights.
And, finally some institutions are given a quasligual competence.

| should point out that compliance with Paris piphes is the central requirement of the
accreditation process that regulates access abnathuman rights institutions to the United
Nations Human Rights Council and other bodies.

Mr Speaker, Sir, under Clause 6 of the Bill, sectb of the principle Act is being
amended such that the existing function of the Casion, which consists of enquiring into
complaints of human rights violations, will be takever by the Human Rights Division of the
newly structured Commission. Much consideration Ibesn given to the operational aspect for
the newly structured Commission to fulfill its bosa mandates and its three Divisions to operate
efficiently; it has to be adequately staffed. Tieswhy Clause 7 of the Bill makes better
provision for the recruitment of staff of the Conssion. Over and above public officers
seconded for duty at the Commission, it may recsuitably qualified people or bodies on a
contract basis.

Mr Speaker, Sir, allow me to now turn to the Pol@@mplaints Bill. The essence of this
Bill is to provide a framework for the Police Corapits Division of the National Human Rights
Commission to operate. This Division will be respibie for the investigation of complaints
against members of the Police Force, other thagaitiions of corruption and money-laundering,
which are dealt with by the ICAC under the Prevamtf Corruption Act.

Currently, it is the Complaints Investigation Bureander the administrative control of
the Commissioner of Police, which enquires into ptamts made against Police officers. In

other words, the Police enquire on the Police. &egsaticisms have been levelled against such a



system. In fact, Mr Speaker, Sir, as Governmenklbecher in 2005, | alerted the problem of
the Complaints Investigation Bureau as being judgd party at the same time by way of
Parliamentary question B/1 and the hon. Prime Ninistated, and | quote -

“I am of the view that this perception of being gedand party at the same time will

persist. It has persisted in other countries with same results. It is important that there

should be confidence in the procedures”.

Therefore, the setting-up of a Police Complainteifdon separate from the Police Force
is more than welcome. In its concluding observatjatated 15 June 2011, the United Nations
Committee against Torture had this to say at pamygrll under the heading ‘Complaint
Mechanisms’ —

“While noting that different mechanisms are charged receive and enquire on

complaints against Police officers for excessive afsforce such as the National Human

Rights Commission and the Complaints InvestigatiBareau, the Committee is

concerned about the independence of the Compleaméstigation Bureau, as it remains

under the administrative control of the CommissiookePolice. The party should take
concrete measures to ensure that complaints lodgadhst the Police are addressed
promptly, thoroughly and impartially by independexmplaint mechanisms and that
those responsible can be prosecuted, convictedpanthed. In this regard the State
party should rapidly adopt and implement the Draéilice Complaints Bill under

preparation and establish the Independent Policeplonts Bureau, adopt a new Police

Act and a Police Procedures and Criminal Evidenceas well as codes of practice to

regulate the conduct of persons entrusted to ilgadstoffences”.

Mr Speaker, Sir, this Bill reflects the Governmenttommitment to fulfill its
international obligations. It brings a long awaitedange, and will no doubt remove the
perception of bias and partiality which exists witle present system of Police officers enquiring
on Police officers.

As a responsible Government, we are coming forwatld these reforms with a view to
instilling trust and faith in the people of our ¢ty that they will benefit from a just system.
With the present system, it has often been arghatisuch allegations cannot be proved since
enquiries are not conducted in an independent amd rhanner. The new system will,



undoubtedly, eradicate such qualms. Hopefully, ilt also shed light on the veracity of such
kinds of allegations.

As regards its functions, the Division will, notlprinvestigate complaints against Police
officers, but also investigate death in Police adgtor as a result of Police action, advise on how
to address and eliminate Police misconduct andoparsuch other functions as may promote
better relations between the public and the Poli€ke powers vested on the Division are also
quite broad.

Mr Speaker, Sir, when complaints are made, the siimi may proceed with
investigations, and may conduct hearings. It shbelgointed out that, under Clause 11(6) —

‘At a hearing, a person may refuse to give any ewie, to produce any document, or

provide any information, which would incriminatenhi
Clause 13 should also be highlighted. It provides t

‘(...) any evidence obtained in the course of an stigation may give rise to, or be used

in, civil or criminal proceedings.’
This will prevent duplicity.

‘The Division may, on the completion of an inveatign, make recommendations to the

relevant authority for future action to be takemgluding the institution of criminal or

disciplinary proceedings or the award of compensaiti
The Bill, therefore, provides a sound and strucufeamework for the Police Complaints
Division to operate. In the Government Programm&22P015, we have announced a series of
measures, including legislative measures to enhdngceapability and capacity of the Mauritius
Police Force. This Bill only spells the beginninigtleese reforms. Very soon, as highlighted by
the hon. Prime Minister, we shall be coming forwaath the Police and Criminal Evidence Bill,
which will also provide for codes of conduct thatlwegulate the conduct of Police and other
investigators, and address a number of issuesngltd criminal enquiries, including victims’
rights.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | now come to the third Bill: tNational Preventive Mechanism BiIll.
As the hon. Prime Minister has already explainlked,main object of the Bill is —

‘(@) to give effect in Mauritius to the Optionatd®ocol to the Convention against

Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Tnesit or Punishment;’



The National Preventive Mechanism Division is beseg up within the National Human Rights
Commission, which shall act as a National Preveniitechanism under OPCAT. Detainees are
human beings, and should not be tortured. The obléhe National Preventive Mechanism
Division will, therefore, essentially be to enstinat detainees are protected against torture and
inhumane or degrading treatment or punishment, @ndnvestigate complaints made by
detainees. Again, in his concluding observatiorsted 15 June 2011, at paragraph 19, the
United Nations Committee against Torture stateddhewing, and | quote -

‘The committee recommends that the State partyisies the draft National Preventive

Mechanism Bill; adopts and establishes the mechaassoon as possible. The National

Preventive Mechanism should be provided with neagdsuman and financial resources

in compliance with the requirements of the OptioRedtocol to the Convention against

Torture and other Cruel, Inhumane or Degrading fimeat or Punishment as well as

with the principles relating to the status of NabHuman Rights Institutions for the

protection and promotion of human rights.’
The National Preventive Mechanism Bill, Mr Speak8it, gives effect to the above. The
National Preventive Mechanism is given such broadgrs, as may be necessary, to effectively
discharge its functions. Currently, under sectid(il} (c) of the Reforms Institutions Act —

‘The Board of visitors shall hear any complaintielhmay be made by a detainee and,

where the detainee so requests, hear the complamately;’

In order to avoid any overlap, a consequential aiment has been brought.

Finally, Mr Speaker, Sir, | am confident that thestructuring of the National Human
Rights Commission will give the institution the Besary dynamism and impetus to perform
efficiently, and to live up to the expectationsasfe and all. The three Bills before this House
portray our commitment to uphold and protect humigints in Mauritius.

| once again congratulate the hon. Prime Minisar ¢doming forward with these
significant reforms.

| thank you all for your attention.

(1.16 a.m.)

Mr S. Obeegadoo (Third Member for Curepipe & Midlands). Mr Speaker, Sir, to the

extent that this Bill or these Bills testify thellwdof Government to reinforce the mechanisms

against torture, against Police violence and fondm rights, nobody can be against. But, for us,



this cannot be a question of offering a blank cleegjther to Government and it is, therefore, our
duty, while approving the overall objective, tosaicertain questions, to raise certain issues, so
that this drive to better protect human rights rereffective.

The first question we ask ourselves is: is it rightabolish the existing CIB mechanism
within the Police? If so, is it correct to entrdise powers of the CIB to the National Human
Rights Commission, as it is to be restructured? Has the Commission performed so far, and
are the Bills going in the right direction?

Let me start with the first issue. Is it right tancel the CIB? Yes, absolutely yes. It is
high time to do so because all the practising erahiawyers in this House know that the CIB is
a total shambles. It is not so long ago that harma would have been at the Criminal Bar. It is
not so long ago that hon. Mohamed, who is not higteg now, but | believe he was to a certain
extent a criminal lawyer. Both hon. Baloomoody arwhn testify to the actual state of things.
While | understand that the Prime Minister does Imate firsthand experience of the CIB, it
suffices only to know that the CIB is consideredageke within the Police Force. Last time |
was in the CID office, which had been questioneddbg, the officers said to me: ‘you see,
filling in all these papers will take us a lot ahe, but, at the end of the day, nothing will come
out of it’. This is the attitude within the Poli€®rce to the CIB.

Let me take two cases - | disclose my interest lxd have nothing to gain or to lose -
of which | have firsthand experience. The firsteeasthat of a young man who, on 30 May 2010,
is accosted by the Police at La Caverne Bridget t@xXNotre Dame de la Visitation. Five
officers of Police came out of the van, stopped,inutalised him, slapped him, hit him, and
then took him to Vacoas Police Station, where h&tripped and searched, and then allowed to
go free. He is traumatised. He has never had aayndewith the Police before. Two days later,
he went to the CIB on 02 June 2010. This personecmme at the end of April of this year,
practically two years later. Nothing has been dower two years! When he went to the CIB, he
told them on such and such day, at such and sacle:pll was accosted by five officers, | do not
know their names, but | can recognise them, thel toe to Vacoas Police station at such and
such time.” We know, both you and I, Mr Speaker, Siat the first thing the Police would do, if
| were to report that | have been assaulted by bothewhom | can identify and whom | know
where he works, they would immediately organisedantification parade; this is the first step.

The more time goes by, the less the victim is Jikelremember the faces of those who assaulted



him, and yet, this is typical of the CIB - two ysaRemember the Protection of Public Officers
Act says —

“If proceedings are not instituted within two yearsthe alleged commission of an act,

you cannot sue a public officer either criminaltycovilly.”

Two years, the CIB does nothing! | gave them a ang they called in this young man. Two
days later, they took a statement from him to say e did not know the names of the officers
and they told him: “Go to Vacoas Police stationgdhese we do not know who did that to you.
Vacoas Police Station says they know nothing apout so go there and if you recognise who it
is, come back to us and tell us.” This is the CIB.

Another case, this year, that occurred a few moatjits A person went to the Police — |
won't say in which town — to the CID office, repedta case of larceny. The next day he was
taken in by the CID, they slapped him, they punchied so that he confessed to having made a
false allegation. He refused, his father walked itte CID office by chance, - because parents,
of course, are desperate when they hear their chdatithe CID and you know why, as well as |
do, Mr Speaker, Sir - he intervened; the person fneesd, he went to hospital, because he was
injured, he had PF58, as we call it in the tecHlar@auage. The next day, he gave a declaration
at Curepipe Police station, the day after he wenthe CIB with his lawyer, made a full
statement as he had been injured. He did not kimennames, but he described the persons
physically. There has been no identification parsidemonths later. Ask the CIB, they will tell
you: “Well, we must wait, you know the paper wowe will enquire with the Police, they will
answer and then, eventually, we will organise @midication parade.” This is the reality of the
day, Mr Speaker, Sir, you know it; until yesterdagresume you were at the criminal bar as
well.

The CIB does not work, it has never worked and il wot work in the present
circumstances. In this sense, it is high time thatdo away with this CIB. But, there are a
number of questions that will remain live issued amvould like the Prime Minister to tell us:
what will happen of cases which are presently lgetbe CIB when it goes out? Will these be
referred automatically to the National Human Rightanmission, but then the time has already
lapsed and, as we know, the National Human Rigbis@ission can only consider complaints

that are made within a certain time period. Soretage hundreds of cases still undisposed of at



the CIB. What will happen? This is a practical dises and | would grateful if the Prime
Minister would enlighten us as to that.

Now coming to the second question, if we all agwee,have to do away with the CIB,
should we entrust its powers to the National Corsiaisfor Human Rights? Certainly not, if it
is the Commission as it is now, constituted and asw operates.

Firstly, we know that right now we have a Chairparsvho has been there ever since, |
think, 2001, when the Commission was created, vasetke law places a limit of two terms.
This point was raised before me by several oratarshe is still there, he is allowed by law to
continue in his office since he has not been reglaBut we cannot go on like that. There are no
other persons on the Commission who have been rgplosince 2009 when the last mandate
lapsed. So, the first problem is the Commissioiit & is not properly constituted. Granted if
this Act once it is proclaimed, the Commission vii# reconstituted. But, so far, one of the
reasons why it has not performed, is this.

Secondly: the report. As you know, by law, Mr SpaalSir, the Commission is supposed
to lay a report as to its activities, | believe,3ihMarch of every year. Section 11 of the existing
Act says —

“The Commission shall not later than 31 March irchegear submit a report on its

activities during the preceding year to the Praside

The last report we have is dated March 2009. Wenang in July 2012. So, this
Commission has not been performing, even in terinssilomitting reports in time as provided for
by law.

Thirdly: cases. | raised the issue here by way Padiamentary Question addressed to
the Prime Minister this year. Hon. Bodha quotedifgg provided in 2009 - | would like to look
at the figures provided by the hon. Prime Minigiaty a month ago. Now what the hon. Prime
Minister told us in answer to my question is -

“Since the creation of the Commission in 2001 -oser a period of little more than 10

years - there have been 3,455 complaints to then@ssion.”

That is impressive. It is impressive, because iamsethat we have had something like 350
complaints in a year, practically one complaintrgnaay. Of those 3,455 cases, there have been
171 prosecutions; 5% of complaints and in a prasaeuOf those 171 prosecutions, there have

been 34 convictions, 1% of complaints lead to avation. Of course, you will tell me: “Not all



the cases are referred to the DPP, some are idfierhe Department for internal disciplinary

action.” But again, it is the same percentage, ®¥rgported to the Department and only 1%
approximately of the total number of cases leaddisaiplinary action against those persons.
Again, on the basis of the statistics provided oy hon. Prime Minister, one can observe that
this Commission is not delivering.

The fourth point is the recommendations. Up arldntlw, what is of great concern, is
that recommendations made by the Commission, drginen effect to by the Police. | think it
was hon. Dr. S. Boolell or hon. Baloomoody who nwmd one of the basic problems of the
Commission as being the lack of cooperation onphe of the Police. One example - | am
quoting —

‘In one case about the lack of standing instrugion who is responsible and what is the

procedure regarding the duty of Police officeredonmunicate the place of detention of

a detainee to his relatives’

Mr Speaker, Sir, you know this, as well as | dings do not change. Until today, every
day we have cases of parents running around, tginfind out where their relative is being
detained and nobody knows until a lawyer intervearas$ puts his foot out, speaking to superior
officers, insisting to know where the person isadetd - one example. Another example | could
guote is the detainees’ visitation rights, the righbe visited by relatives. Again, these arerclea
recommendations from the Commission. | need nobtgothe detail not followed by the Police.
Another recommendation is the detainees’ righotmlffrom outside sources. Of course, with all
the precautions in drugs cases, but the right ¢d!foHow many times do we not see people on
remand, detained on a mere suspicion in a Politgbmeng offered ongain maisonfor one
meal?

Recommendations of the Commission: no action erpdrt of the Police. Another major
source of concern is the fact that the recommemsitof the commission go unheeded. The
guestion is why? Is it for lack of leadershipale the greatest of all possible respect for the
present Chairperson of the Commission. Is it &@klof leadership? Is it for lack of staff? Is it
for lack of funding? Is it for lack of resource&@ain, | would pray that the hon. Prime Minister,
in his summing-up, addresses those practical issiée are going to support Government in
voting these Bills, but what will be the practiciéps to make the Commission more effective

than it has been so far? Irrespective of the Govent that has been in place, this Commission



has existed since 2001. Let us face the fact!s ot a party political issue. Irrespective of
the Government, this is not a Commission that hadarts mark on the country and on Police
practice so far. That issue needs to be addressed.

Let me turn as quickly as possible to the Billeal’e a few remarks while overall we are
in agreement with the proposals of the Bills. Bgsthe Protection of Human Rights
(Amendment) Bill provides at section 3(5) —

“ (b)The Deputy Chairpersons shall be persons wawebeen law

practitioners for not less than 5 years.”
| would like to suggest that five years is just eabugh. For positions of critical importance as
leading those Divisions, one needs not only a lawgeat a lawyer of experience, a lawyer
sufficiently self assured to lead the way, to sHeadership on those issues, to confront those
guilty of malpractice and to act decisively. Figears is not sufficient, it should have been, at
least, 10 years as it is for the Chairperson.

Now, another issue which troubles me is the goestif appointment. The Bill now
proposes that the Chairperson, the Deputy Champesisd members of every Division shall be
appointed by the President, acting on the advidbePrime Minister on the understanding that
the Prime Minister shall consult the Leader of @yposition. And then, this Chairperson and
Deputy Chairperson or any member can be removatéPresident on the advice of the Prime
Minister.

| would like to again raise this issue of the RriMinister at a time when the issue of the
second Republic is, once again, being debateds i§hot a case in point just as in the case of
the appointment of the Chairman of the PSC undeiQbnstitution. This responsibility should
not be entrusted to the President acting in coaoit with both the Prime Minister and the
Leader of the Opposition. So, we can make up @&ison-partisan affair so that the Prime
Minister of whatever party, the Leader of the Opfas of whatever party, are consulted by the
President, and the President, above all politiealigs, appoints and also dismisses. Again, this
is a point which we would like to place before tiren. Prime Minister.

The last point concerning this Protection of Huniights (Amendment) Bill relates to
the term of office. As you know, in the present | is two terms of four years. In the law now
being proposed to us, it is a term of 4 years aed eligibility for reappointment which means

that somebody could stay there for 20 years. igatea of human rights protection, | would like



to humbly submit that whatever be the qualitieshef one person, it would not be in the interest
of the protection of human rights that the samegeshould remain in the same place endlessly.
| submit that two terms of 4 years are more thaeqadte. Then we need new blood, fresh
ideas, new drive, new enthusiasm and not the vanyesperson. | would plead again for a

limitation as to the terms of office.

Turning to the National Preventive Mechanism Bilhave two observations. The first is
that this Bill, to my mind, focuses almost excletwon places of detention, prisons and mental
institutions, and the prevention mechanism showdbgyond that so much so that when
considering the composition of the Division, | aery ill at ease. It will have, of course, the
Chairperson of the Commission, a Deputy Chairpessahthen one member who is involved in
social work in only prisons and the other one whigs raised by hon. Dr. S. Boolell —

“The member referred to in subsection (2) (c) sballpersons having knowledge and

experience in the field of human rights, law, enyptent, industrial relations, business

administration, (...)”

| wonder what business administration has to db this - not management, but business

administration .

“(...) education, sociology.”
It would have been so much easier just to say sopenaving knowledge and experience in the
appropriate field because, as it is, it is a calthbut then it excludes, at the same time, certai
sections. This is a point that is rather intriguin

As regards the function of the Division, | note tiotal absence of education awareness
raised. There was a time, Mr Speaker, Sir, wherprmposed that, as a compulsory part of
curriculum, we should have citizenship educationiciwhwas concerned with environmental
education, human rights, including gender rights @irdly, education for cultural pluralism. In
this case, unfortunately, this Division is not ested with the very important function of raising
awareness of campaigning to win the hearts and sroh@ur people in favour of the protection
of human rights. | believe this is a weaknesshiaBill.

I will turn now to the third Bill which is the Pice Complaints Bill. Here again, there is
a number of issues which | would like to raisersty, the investigation by the Division, we are
told that —



“(2) (a) A complaint shall not be investigated by Division unless it is made within one

year of the day on which the complainant first medice of the matter alleged in the

complaint.”
Now, why one year? The existing law says two yeaige presume that this is because of the
Public Officers Protection Act which provides tlifagyou sue a public officer, it has to be within
two years. Today, in the modern world that hasjustification. In fact, | had drafted a
Parliamentary question on the issue, but | donrftktlwe will have the opportunity of getting an
answer. But, in tort, if somebody causes me harnave 10 years to sue him. Public officers
becomes a special category, it is only two ye&lsw, worse, with this law it is going to be only
one year. | have given the examples of the Ciinhtpkwo years and not having completed the
enquiry. There are many cases where investigatakestime and yet we are going to have this
one year limitation. | do not know why.

On the other hand, there is no limit for the iriigedion. There is a time limit imposed
on the complainant to make his complaint. But dmednas made his complaint, there is no time
limit as regards investigation. Nowhere! | hahecked. So, the Division can take one month,
it can take several years, there is absolutelymu.|That is an anomaly. The Commissioner of
Police has two days to forward to the SecretarthefDivision a copy of the complaint. The
DPP, if | am not mistaken, has three months toladtthe Division itself has no limit as to how
long it will take to enquire. There is no timerfra. Another intriguing point is that ‘the Division
may, in considering whether or not to conduct threestigation, have regard to whether the
complaint is frivolous, vexatious or not made inoddaith’. But, | ask myself how can the
Division, without an investigation, decide that@anplaint is not made in good faith? Somehow
this simply, in my humble submission, does not msdese.

Section 9 of the Bill speaks of where a person makeomplaint and for any reason is
unable to act for himself after making the comgldiine relatives can take the complaint forward
and, interestingly, | was thinking of the Ramlugiase, of course, it says —

‘...where a person who could have made a compldies, before doing so or is for any

reason unable to act for himself, the complaint ni@®y made by his personal

representative member of his family...’

This is very good. But, for this to be made operstl, in my humble submission again,

this phrase: ‘...where a person who could have naademplaint...” needs to be made more



certain. We need to have certainty in the law & @xpect the Division to act thereupon;
otherwise this will remaitettres mortesas we say in French.

The powers of investigation - | note that the irigador will take all other measures
except arrest a person. Human Rights lawyers,usecaf the ICAC experience, are very
hesitant to give to any other person than the DitPtlae person acting under the authority of the
DPP, the power of arrest. However, in this casthe problem arises again with the time of the
investigation so that if an investigation drags arperson guilty of serious malpractice is not
liable to arrest. So, I believe that this is aeotboint which needs to be looked into.

Section 13: completion of investigation — this gdmesk to the point | made earlier.
Investigations of Police malpractice and Policetddity, in such cases, time is of the essence. |
would plead with the hon. Prime Minister to také&esh look at this matter to make sure that
there is some limitation placed upon the Divisiortisat it does not repeat the same faults of the
CIB in that investigations drag on and on and bexanconvenient way to take advantage of the
Protection of Public Officers’ Act and no proceeghircan eventually be instituted.

| believe that | am more or less done here withttivee Bills. | will, therefore, just
simply try and summarise what we would like to sk, Speaker, Sir, to the hon. Prime
Minister. These three Bills present a step forwaftiere is no doubt about that. It testifies to a
will by Government to act vis-a-vis a CIB that isn@re shambles, to act vis-a-vis a Commission
that has not been performing, to act so as to atle powers and create an effective
mechanism to protect human rights. However, f@gs tb work, we need to have a critical
evaluation of the Commission so far. It is thecfice internationally to have organisational
audits, assessments after a number of years o&toger In the case of our National Human
Rights Commission, what is called for is an indejmmn assessment, whether by locals or by
foreign experts, of its operations so far, of palgerception, because it is difficult to establish
benchmarking in such an area and on that basisyést the resources, the funding, the staffing
to make of the Commission an effective body. Sothe basis of the points raised, we would
like to say to the hon. Prime Minister that the MMahd | understand the whole of the
Opposition, is supportive of these Bills. Howewee do have serious qualms as to the ability of
the Commission as it now stands on the basis optbesions of these three Bills, on the basis
of the resources which are entrusted to it, tocéffely perform the functions that Government

appears to be desirous of obtaining from the Corsionis



| am done, Sir, thank you.
(01.45 a.m.)

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, | want to, first of all, thank bon. Members
who have taken part in the debate. | am very giatthere is — sometimes, when | heard hon.
Obeegadoo, | think there is consensus, but you kmbat de Gaulle said to Giscard d’Estaing:
“you don’t govern with ‘buts’ either you make pragads”. But it is very easy to pick nits. |
think if you are an academic, you find little thengp pick upon. In that case nothing will
happen.

(Interruptions)
A criminal lawyer who is an academic! That happtots Anyway, because the way | heard
him, it is as if: let's throw the Bill out becausething will happen. Let’s throw the Bill out or
name the hon. Member Chairman! That is what |lgafttom his attitude.

Anyway, | want to take some few points that haverbeaised. Hon. Baloomoody was
talking about misconduct and then he made referémafferent cases where there has been
Police brutality and what has happened and allethlesgs. Now, the hon. Member said that
they have to be proactive. | quite agree. Youeh@avbe proactive, but the hon. Member made
the reference to the Cehl Meeah case. | nearlyedmil do not know whether he saw me
smiling because | happened to be the Leader oDffyosition at the time. Who was the Prime
Minister at that time? Would you remember? If ymuand look at the Private Notice Question
that | asked.

(Interruptions)

Yes, but who was the Prime Minister? Whether he sent to hell, | don’'t mind, but who was
Prime Minister? Go and look at the questions d&edainswers that we got at that time! As if all
this was untrue! What happened to him? | askedjtlestion and hon. Dr. Boolell and hon. Dr.
Bunwaree know that some people were saying: ‘dpattthe question’ | said whatever his
political beliefs, he is a human being. We shoakk the question. They even tried to
communalise the Private Notice Question at tha¢ tirham asking you this because these things
have happened. That is why | brought the law i981%® look at all these things.

Let me take just the points that the hon. Membas saying. He also mentioned - | am
just raising the issue because we have to ansvedrwlat he has said. He raised the issue of

Police committing acts of torture. Now, the UN amgsations have come here and looked at



things. | don’t remember them saying that they qualifying Mauritius as practising torture.
They have not. So, let’s not, ourselves, hit aun@ountry as if we are the worst country in the
world. They haven'’t ever said that we are praagjdorture. | didn’t say that we are perfect. |
am not defending the Police as if there are nodpgdes, but they have actually never said that
we have tortured.

In fact, we should know that Mauritius is regwareviewed by the UN organisations.
Last year, | think, we underwent the third perioddgiew under the Convention against torture,
but | agree with the hon. Member that we should enekery effort to ensure that there is no
Police brutality. That is the whole idea behing tBill. The ultimate objective is to reduce
allegations of Police brutality. It is a good thithat he quoted this in the tragic case of Mrs
Harte. He himself said it and rightly so, | am nomplaining that he said that. He said that - is
it not unbelievable that when the confession wadema front of the lawyer of the accused, the
lawyer was there, and yet, not one of the jurydweld that there was no Police brutality?

It is the perception again that the Police causathbty. But it's deeper than this. When
a question was asked about the Harte case, | quotedDenning. That is one of the problems.
He mentioned that, even in England, when you deaxte a homogenous race, you have people
who actually do not believe the Police at all. 8wery policeman for them is a torturer. We
cannot put all the Police in the same basket. &hez people ...

(Interruptions)

He did not resign because of this, but | will simething: | agree with the statement. When we
have people of different perceptions, we will geesault like he did. He was told that it was a
racist statement, and all those things. | thinkMas right. | personally think he was right. The
hon. Member said that - hon. Obeegadoo also pickethis - we should not have the same
person for 20 years. | think that's the word tlb@.nMember used. | will tell you something. At
the end of the day, it is a question of having yas said yourself - the right person in the right
place.

The current Chairperson of the National Human RigRtommission has been a
distinguished former Judge of the Supreme Couré hHs also been Solicitor General before
that. | have not heard any complaints about higedu | agree that there is need to have new
blood. The problem is that in a country like Maius, it's difficult — believe me — to have good



people to put everywhere. If some of the Membeilsinteered, | would gladly take them, but
they would not volunteer.

It is difficult to find good people. | always s#tyis: if only people did their job they are
paid to do, we would be a long way forward. Buhfamtunately, there arenagouilleurs
everywhere; | say it again. They have their owaraz. They will want to do something else;
they will want to pervert things, and that is tlesult we get. We can have the best laws in the
world. We can have the best institutions buthaténd of the day, it depends on the attitude, the
mentality and the person who is there. | agreé titn. Baloomoody - and | think someone else
said it - that we have to take sanctions. | believsanctions. | do not believe in warning people
50 times. | do not believe.

(Interruptions)
Of coursegcoupe li cou! | believe in that.

That is the mentality | am trying to change in tbagntry. Either we decide that we are
going to be a third world country or we decide tatare going to be a first world country. If
we want to be a first world country, we have toetaanctions. Do you know why | ask for
additional powers as Prime Minister, and | am rajggy? Go and see what happens in the Civil
Service! Go and see what happens everywhere e¥sml have to go through a procedure.
People get interdicted; they stay there for fivargeas if they have won a lottery. Now, they get
paid; they do another job. Is there better off?uomplained why one of the policemen in No.
15 was not interdicted. He would rather be inteetl, so that he would get paid. There are
many things that we have to change in this counttyis not a question of just being power-
hungry, but you have to do the changes that habe wone, otherwise, it will be the same. You
will come into Government - hopefully never; on yawn, | mean; with me, it's alright. One
day maybe. You were in Government between 2000284%. What did you change? It is
difficult. Unless you change the system, it is going to happen. | am sorry to say that, bug it i
not going to happen. But we are trying our best.

Hon. Bodha gave the example of 3,455 caard, said that eventually there was one per
cent conviction. What | would ask you to do issee what happened in 1998. Go and see when
the Police were complaining - as they were doingnevefore the CBI was there - what was the
result? At least, we have some results here. eTtvais no result. Go and check the statistics,

and you will see!



The hon. Member mentioned about Citizenship Edanpati In the new Government
Programme, this is precisely what we have done. avéetalking about young people who will
be going through this programme called NICE. W& gwing to set it up; we have not finished
working on it. We hope that this will help. Wewveato start with children. We have to start
with young people, to change their mentality. Sqeeple are beyond change, we all know it.

The hon. Member also mentioned the fact that weeiwa\given a time limit for the
investigation, but a time limit for the complaintkthink there is a reason for this. In factihe
Bill, somewhere it says that they will be able dkd up even old cases. We also mentioned that
complaints, which were being handled by the Comimissmay be investigated by the new
Police Complaints Division.

The hon. Member asked the question about how wddakaow if it is vexatious, not
made in good faith or frivolous. Sometimes, isesobvious. If somebody comes and says: ‘Mr
Baloomoody, at one o’clock in the morning, hit meghwa pan’, we know it is not true because
they were here. | don’t have to go and investigdtknow they were here. | am giving a very
simple example.  Barristers do vexatious cadedon’t want to mention names. You might
know who | have in mind.

There was a point also that was made about chikirgghts by hon. Dr. S. Boolell. 1t is
felt that it is not advisable to provide for a nmlitity of institutions dealing with the same
matter. The Ombudsman for Children has a spewgifiadate to investigate and address about
the children’s rights. The Attorney General's ©Offiis also working, | believe, on a draft
Children’s Bill, which will look at all the implidégons of the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child, and also on a draft on juvenile. This Wi taken care of, hopefully.

Hon. Baloomoody spoke aboatreur judiciaire in the UK. | wish here to inform the
House that, a few weeks back, before the verdidhen Harte case was delivered, the hon.
Attorney General also referred to the Law Reformm@ussion, the issue of miscarriages of
justice. | believe the Law Reform Commission haigl $hat they are going to look at these very
carefully and whether an institution should be gt as in the UK, to consider allegations of
miscarriages of justice. | think it was a goodgesgjion, but that is also being looked into. In
fact, there was also the case of appeal in heagscand this has to be done.

Hon. Obeegadoo mentioned about lawyers of more fikanyears’ standing as Deputy

Chairperson. | don’'t know whether | heard him right thought that's what he said. The



Constitution provides that Barristers of five yéastanding are eligible to be appointed as
Judges. So, we went according to that. The Cokisth already provides this. As for the
Deputy Chairperson, for not less than five years, aonsider it is adequate. We will find
difficulty ourselves to find the right people.

As for the terms, as | said, it is a small countriy.we have had somebody who has
performed - | am not saying that he is going ty $teere for 100 years, but, | think, at least, we
assure that we get somebody who is competent ancha done the job. You know when | set
up this in the first place, in my first term, asuywill probably remember, we did not fill the post
for one simple reason, nobody wanted to take it,foothe pay that we were providing and,
eventually, we talked to a lot of people who weo¢ too interested in taking the post. So, we
have to look into all this and act.

| think, hon. Dr. S. Boolell said that witnessedl weed to be paid and that the Bill does
not provide for payment of witnesses. | am told @dghough this is not provided for in the Bill,
the regulations can be made to provide for thislaghthk we are going to look if the regulations
can be modified.

There were other points that | don’t want to regjtyinto, Mr Speaker, Sir, for example,
about the question of social and economic rightaninot so sure about this, Mr Speaker, Sir.
That is why we wouldn’t like to go into this. Atehappropriate time, a team of experts will be
appointed to bring all this, to have a look atthi$. | believe — it is my personal opinion - ify/o
start going into these economic and social rightspuld be never ending. We will be going to a
situation of paralysis. Everybody will say thisng/ economic right. This is my belief. You
might not agree with me, but this is my belief;ttlsawhy | am not too keen on considering this.

There were other points made, Mr Speaker, Sir] bion’'t know whether we need to go
into thems. Anyway, we will look at all the sugdess that have been made, but my plea to
them is they agree that it was a good Bill, esplgcieon. Obeegadoo, but it is all a question of
finding the right people putting in the right pladehe practicalities, | agree with him, it is not
always easy; we can have the best law, as | saitd,we will have difficulty with the
practicalities. But if everybody, who is appointeldes his job, he does not look at finding way
of perverting the laws, that would be very helpfult that is a question of attitude that we have
to change.

Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir.



Question put and agreed to.

Bills read a second time and committed.

COMMITTEE STAGE
(Mr Speaker in the Chair)

The following Bills were considered and agreed to -

(a) The Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) Bill. (KIX of 2012)

(b) The Police Complaints Bill (No. XX of 2012)

(c) The National Preventive Mechanism Bill (No. XX261.2)
On the Assembly resuming with Mr Speaker in theirChHdr Speaker reported

accordingly.
Third Reading

On motion made and seconded, the following Billewead a third time and passed -

(@  The Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) Bill. (KIX of 2012)
(b)  The Police Complaints Bill (No. XX of 2012)

(c) The National Preventive Mechanism Bill (No. XX2012)
ADJOURNMENT

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, | beg to move that this Assendadynow adjourn
to Friday 27 July 2012, at 3.30 p.m.

The Deputy Prime Minister rose and seconded.
Question put and agreed to.

Mr Speaker: The House stands adjourned.

At 2.15 a.m. the Assembly was, on its rising, adjed to Friday 27 July 2012, at 3.30
p.m.



