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MAURITIUS

Sixth National Assembly
---------------

FIRST SESSION
-----------Debate No. 10 of 2015

Sitting of 13 March 2015

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Port Louis at 2.00 p.m.

The National Anthem was played

(Madam Speaker in the Chair)
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MOTION
STANDING ORDERS – PROGRAMME-BASED BUDGETING - AMENDMENT
The Prime Minister: Madam Speaker, I move for the following motion standing in
my name –
“This Assembly is of opinion that in view of the enactment of the Finance and
Audit (Amendment) Act 2015 which provides for simplified estimates to be laid before
this Assembly for the appropriation, by vote of expenditure, of the sums necessary to
meet the financial requirements on all the services of the Government, it is necessary
and expedient that the Standing Orders Committee be empowered, and it is hereby
empowered, to look into the Standing Orders and Rules of the National Assembly
(1995) presently in force, more specifically Standing Orders 52 and 73, with a view to
making recommendations for the necessary changes to be brought to the provisions
relating to the procedure in connection with the Appropriation Bill”.
The Vice-Prime Minister, Minister of Housing and Lands (Mr S. Soodhun) rose
and seconded.
Mr S. Mohamed (First Member for Port Louis Maritime & Port Louis East):
Madam Speaker, I join the Rt. hon. Prime Minister in supporting this motion which calls for
amendments to be brought to the Standing Orders and the Rules of the National Assembly
following the enactment of the Finance and Audit (Amendment) Act of last week which has
already done away with the Programme-Based Budgeting.
Through this motion, we will, therefore, empower the Standing Orders Committee to
look into and consider the draft proposed amendments to the Standing Orders and Rules of
the National Assembly which have been circulated with this motion.
You will recall, Madam Speaker, that the Programme-Based Budgeting was
introduced in 2008 and we all remember the particular context at the time which necessitated
the amendments. In addition, we remember the remarks that were made by the then and now
hon. Leader of the Opposition on this particular issue.
Today, we are being called upon to align our Standing Orders mainly in regard to the
procedure and connection with the forthcoming Appropriation Bill which, I believe, is the

8

only logical suit to follow, following the amendments that have been brought, as I explained
earlier to the Finance and Audit (Amendment) Act.
The difference with what happened in 2008, the amendments which were brought
only to Standing Orders 2 and 73 of the Standing Orders of the National Assembly, we know
this time that an amendment has also been proposed to Standing Order 52 following a ruling
dated 21 July 2009. That ruling, Madam Speaker, was given in response to the Point of Order
taken by the hon. Leader of the Opposition regarding the contents of the Finance
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill to the effect that the Bill contained, inter-alia, issues that had
nothing to do with the Ministry of Finance.
Since there is no specific provision in our Standing Orders governing the contents of
the Finance Bill, the Chair ruled in favour of the hon. Leader of the Opposition. I understand,
therefore, that the proposed amendment to Standing Order 52 stands to correct that particular
issue.
Therefore, Madam Speaker, I join the Rt. hon. Prime Minister and also recommend
that the Standing Orders Committee be empowered to look into proposed amendments and
any amendments incidental thereto; and to recall the words used by then the Leader of the
Opposition back in 2008, may I also say I wish them bon travail.
Thank you very much.
The motion was, on question put, agreed to.
ADJOURNMENT
The Prime Minister: Madam Speaker, I beg to move that this Assembly do now
adjourn to Saturday 14 March 2015 at 2.00 p.m.
The Deputy Prime Minister rose and seconded.
Question put and agreed to.
Madam Speaker: The House stands adjourned.
MATTER RAISED
FLASH FLOODS – VICTIMS – ASSISTANCE
Mr A. Ganoo (First Member for Savanne & Black River): Madam Speaker, thank
you for having granted me the permission to raise a matter at Adjournment Time.
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The issue I am going to raise concerns the Rt. hon. Prime Minister, the Minister of
Social Security, National Solidarity and Reform Institutions and probably the Minister of
Social Integration and Economic Empowerment. It is an issue which deals with the recent
floods that the country has been having recently, Madam Speaker. I wish to make a plea to
the hon. Prime Minister so that Government can come to the assistance of those floods’
victims.
In the region of Bel Ombre, Chamarel, Baie du Cap, St. Martin, even in other
constituencies La Flora and other areas, we have seen on the electronic media what damage
has been caused by the recent floods in the course of past years.
Madam Speaker, when hon. Pravind Jugnauth was a Member of the Opposition, I put
a PQ to the then Prime Minister concerning the flash floods which assailed our country in
March 2013. We were given certain answers concerning a scheme that was put up at that time
by the then Government, a scheme of distributing purchasing coupons for the victims of
floods. This was a support for those who have sustained material losses because we know,
Madam Speaker, that, according to the Social Aid Regulations, an allowance of Rs133 per
day only is payable to each member of a household for a maximum number of three days in
case torrential rain persists. In addition, this allowance is, of course, not meant as a
compensation for loss of property, but it is a subsistence allowance in cases where damage or
loss of foodstuff has been sustained.
Therefore, my plea, today, is to ask the Rt. hon. Prime Minister to consider the
possibility. We are not bound by previous schemes. Government does not necessarily have to
do the same thing that we have done in the past in terms of scheme because I can inform the
House that, at that time, money was collected from the private sector; the Prime Minister’s
Relief Fund also contributed to assist these flood victims. Rs29 m. was also collected from
private donors and the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund spent about Rs30 m. in those days.
Of course, the scale is different today. I am not talking of such amount of money that
has to be distributed, but my plea is to ask the Rt. hon. Prime Minister to be good enough to
consider the possibility of coming up with the scheme because many people in Bel Ombre
have lost their furniture and, in other areas, in Chamarel a whole house has been struck by the
waters; in La Flora a bridge has crumbled down. We know what has happened during these
past days.
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Therefore, my humble plea to the Rt. hon. Prime Minister is if he can, with the other
Ministers concerned, see to it that a scheme is designed so that these people can be given
some assistance. Of course, we know what the risks of abuse in such cases are, but I am sure
the Police Stations have already recorded the names of the victims; this has already been
done in other areas. I am sure Government can see to it that no abuse is made of the system
and can come to the assistance of these people. So, I am very grateful to the Rt. hon. Prime
Minister, I am sure he will come up and think about some scheme.
The Prime Minister: Madam Speaker, we will look into the matter and come with a
statement in due course.
At 2.17 p.m. the Assembly was, on its rising, adjourned to Saturday 14 March 2015 at
2.00 p.m.

