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MAURITIUS

Seventh National Assembly

Debate No. 05 of 2022

Sitting of Tuesday 26 April 2022

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Port Louis, at 11.30 a.m.

The National Anthem was played

(Mr Speaker in the Chair)



PAPERS LAID

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, the Papers have been laid on the Table.

Prime Minister’s Office
Ministry of Defence, Home Affairs and External Communications
Ministry for Rodrigues, Outer Islands and Territorial Integrity

(@) The Report of the Director of Audit on the Financial Statements of the Mauritius
Broadcasting Corporation for the year ended 30 June 2020.

(b) The Civil Status (Fees for Marriages) (Amendment) Regulations 2022. (Government
Notice No. 92 of 2022)

Ministry of Finance, Economic Planning and Development

The Finance and Audit (Rodrigues Subsidy Account) (Amendment) Regulations 2022.
(Government Notice No. 93 of 2022)

Ministry of Enerqy and Public Utilities

The Annual Report of the Mauritius Renewable Energy Agency for the Financial Year
2019-2020.

Ministry of Social Integration, Social Security and National Solidarity

The Annual Report and Report of the Director of Audit on the Financial Statements of
the National Council for the Rehabilitation of Disabled Persons (NCRD) for the period
July 2017 to June 2020. (In Original)

Ministry of Labour, Human Resource Development and Training
Ministry of Commerce and Consumer Protection

(@) The Consumer Protection (Control of Price of Taxable and Non-taxable Goods)
(Amendment No. 4) Regulations 2022. (Government Notice No. 87 of 2022)

(b) The Rodrigues Consumer Protection (Control of Price of Taxable and Non-taxable
Goods) (Amendment No. 8) Regulations 2022. (Government Notice No. 88 of 2022)

(c) The Rodrigues Consumer Protection (Control of Price of Taxable and Non-taxable
Goods) (Amendment No. 9) Regulations 2022. (Government Notice No. 89 of 2022)

(d) The Consumer Protection (Control of Imports) (Amendment No. 2) Regulations
2022. (Government Notice No. 94 of 2022)



Ministry of Health and Wellness

(@) The Consolidated COVID-19 (Amendment No. 9) Regulations 2022. (Government
Notice No. 90 of 2022)

(b) The COVID-19 (Horse Race Meeting at Champs de Mars) Regulations 2022.
(Government Notice No. 91 of 2022)

Ministry of Arts and Cultural Heritage

The Annual Report of the Aapravasi Ghat Trust Fund for the Financial Year ended 30
June 2020.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
SOCIAL DISTURBANCES - GRIEVANCES - ACTIONS TAKEN

The Leader of the Opposition (Mr X. L. Duval) (by Private Notice) asked the Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence, Home Affairs and External Communications, Minister for
Rodrigues, Outer Islands and Territorial Integrity whether, in regard to the social disturbances
which occurred over the last week, he will state the urgent and immediate actions Government

has taken to address the grievances of the population.

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, the Leader of the Opposition is insinuating that
Government has been insensitive to the grievances of the population. Nothing can be further
from the truth. Never before 2014 has any Government done concretely so much to fight
poverty and improve the standard of living of the population, particularly the most vulnerable.

Fairness, equity, and inclusiveness have remained the guiding principles of all our actions.
Let me mention some of the measures taken by the Government since December 2014 —
Q) increase in Basic Retirement Pension from Rs3,623 to Rs9,000;
(i) increase in other Basic Pensions, including Invalidity Pension;

(iti)  introduction of the Subsistence Allowance Scheme whereby a Subsistence

Allowance is paid on a monthly basis to families living in absolute poverty;
(iv)  grant of full yearly salary compensations from 2015 to 2022;
(v) payment of PRB 2016 and PRB 2021;
(vi)  free travel scheme for seniors and students maintained;
(vii)  subsidy on SC and HSC fees;
(viii) free tertiary education in public institutions;
(ix)  subsidy on purchase of water tanks;
x) 6m° of water and wastewater charges free, and
(xi)  increased subsidies on rice, flour and LPG.

The grand total of measures for period December 2014 to June 2020 amounted to Rs112 billion.

This represented unprecedented additional revenue given to Mauritian households.
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Mr Speaker, Sir, additionally, the following measures were introduced —

(i)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

v)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

implementation of the Marshall Plan Against Poverty as from Financial Year
2016-2017;

additional support to SRM families in the field of education to the tune of Rs250

m. every financial year;

for the current financial year, a provision of Rs416.3 m. has been provided in the

budget of the Social Integration Division;

from December 2016 to date, funds to the tune of some Rs400 m. have been

disbursed under the Child Allowance Scheme;
distribution of food packs during COVID-19 lockdown;

introduction of Wage Assistance Scheme, Self-Employed Assistance Scheme, and
Self-Employed one-off Grant. So far, under these schemes, some Rs27 billion has

been disbursed;
setting up of the COVID-19 Solidarity Fund;

SME interest-free loan from DBM to help enterprises with turnover of up to
Rs50m., and

Rs1 m. SME COVID Special Support Scheme at an interest rate of 0.5%.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | must say that the evolution of the international situation and of the

increase in prices of the different food commodities and petroleum products was under the

constant observation and monitoring of the Government. Government, through the Ministry of

Commerce and Consumer Protection, was in close collaboration with all the major importers and

the Mauritius Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

I need to highlight that, up to now, the priority of priorities was to ensure continuity of

supply in the face of a major disruption in the global supply chain with two major crises, that is,

a food crisis and an energy crisis. That was the most undesirable situation against which

Government had a responsibility to act. Four meetings have been held on 21, 22 March, 20 April

and 21 April 2022 in order to ensure that future orders were placed beyond May and June 2022.
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Mr Speaker, Sir, as the House is aware, the Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) is a strategic
commodity which is solely imported by the State Trading Corporation. Currently, the yearly
requirement is around 78,000 metric tons. Domestic LPG is a product that is widely consumed
by all segments of the population and has replaced traditional methods of cooking.

We have always been conscious of the need for LPG to remain affordable at all times and
it is under the vision of Sir Anerood Jugnauth in 2003 that the policy to subsidise the price of

LPG was introduced.
(Interruptions)
At that time, the subsidised retail price of a 12 kg cylinder was Rs224.

Mr Speaker, Sir, between February 2004 and February 2012, the subsidised retail price of
a 12 kg cylinder has always fluctuated within a bracket of Rs214 to Rs300. In March 2012, it
reached an unprecedented peak of Rs330 for a 12 kg cylinder. The sudden increase to Rs330
may have been dictated by market considerations and by international economic factors.
However, at that time, the purchasing price of a 12 kg cylinder on the international market was
less than Rs600, whereas today we are purchasing at Rs662 and consumers are buying at a retail
price of Rs240.

An hon. Member: Bravo! Bravo!

The Prime Minister: When the situation started to stabilise on the international scene
and the financial situation of the STC started to improve, this Government decided to bring down
the price of a 12 kg cylinder to Rs270 in August 2016, Rs240 in June 2018, Rs210 in June 2019
and Rs180 in June 2020.

(Interruptions)

However, while Mauritius is still recovering from the COVID-19 pandemic, the invasion
of Ukraine by Russia brought about a double supply-driven shock. As a Small Island
Developing State, with a small economy, far away from traditional markets, Mauritius is even
more vulnerable. No one can deny that the Russia-Ukraine conflict has had a profound impact
on prices of petroleum products, including LPG as a derivative of petroleum products. Russia
used to export around 6.5 m. barrels of Brent per day during the pre-war situation and accounted
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for 17% of natural gas production during the same period. Crude oil prices rose significantly in

2021 as demand increased faster than supply.

Mr Speaker, Sir, immediately after the invasion of Ukraine by Russia, the price of Brent
on the international market started escalating to reach unprecedented heights in the first weeks of

March 2022 resulting in the petroleum hub market becoming highly volatile and unpredictable.

If the current situation persists, it will be inevitable that on the world market the demand
will remain persistently higher than the supply. Consequently, it is not excluded that countries
which do not have a robust and sustained procurement and supply programme may face the risk

of shortage or scarcity of petroleum products, including LPG.

Mr Speaker, Sir, as a caring and responsible Government and in order to ensure
continuity of supply and prevent any possible shortage while allowing the public to access LPG
at an affordable price, Government has had no alternative than to intervene at the appropriate

time in order to avoid future problems.

In fact, to put matters in their proper perspective, this Government has not deliberately
increased the price of LPG but has simply reduced the subsidy element by a mere 9.1%.
Consequently, out of a 12 kg cylinder which the STC purchases at Rs661.49, the subsidised retail
price is Rs240 as opposed to Rs180.

Mr Speaker, Sir, as regards the recent increase in the price of Mogas and Gas Qil, | am
informed that the new reference price of Mogas is USD1,065.54 per metric ton while the
exchange rate stood at Rs43.50 against the USD. Economically speaking, the retail price of
Mogas should have been increased to Rs73.93 per litre, that is, by Rs12.63 per litre, which would
have meant an increase of 20.60%. On the other hand, the new Reference Price of Gas Oil is
USD138.12 and the new price should have been Rs66.90 per litre, that is, an increase of Rs21.80
per litre representing 48.34%.

However, as provided under the Consumer Protection (Control of Price of Petroleum
Products) Regulations 2011, only a maximum increase of 10% is allowed. Therefore, the retail
price of Mogas has been increased by Rs6.10 and Gas Oil by Rs4.50, which represent an
increase of 9.95% and 9.98% respectively.
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Mr Speaker, Sir, in regard to the price of rice, the actual price of Long Grain White Rice
commonly known as du riz ration is Rs10.80 per kg and absorbs a total annual subsidy of around
Rs354 m. One kg of Long Grain White Rice costs the STC Rs25.80. The Government, therefore,
subsidises around Rs15 per kg, which implies that a subsidy of around 58% is provided to

consumers.

Mr Speaker, Sir, we are conscious of the increasing cost of living which is a direct result
of rising international prices. Nonetheless, as a caring Government, we have, so far, ensured that
the basic necessities are offered at an affordable price. In this respect, Government has

maintained the price of the scheduled bread commonly referred to as pain maison at Rs2.60.

Mr Speaker, Sir, regarding flour, the maximum price of white flour sold to consumers is
Rs9.70 per kg while the subsidised price at which flour is sold to bakeries is Rs6.22 per kg.
Bakers have been offered flour at a cheaper rate in order to be able to maintain the price of pain
maison at Rs2.60. The total amount of subsidy on flour is estimated at around Rs1.4 billion for
the year 2022.

With regard to other essential commodities, Government has provided subsidies to the
tune of Rs1.2 billion to maintain prices at affordable levels.

Mr Speaker, Sir, coming again to the assertion of the Leader of the Opposition, as to the
alleged inaction of Government, | wish to say that, as a result of a consultation with importers

and the MCCI, the following measures have been taken and are underway —

Q) the current price of and subsidy on food items under control is being reviewed to

further protect consumers;

(i) the mark-up on fifteen most consumed drugs in Mauritius is being reviewed

downwards in order to allow these medicines to be affordable to the public;

(iii) a ministerial committee has been set up to look into additional measures to further

support the population, and

(iv) the subsidy is being increased on long grain white rice and flour to maintain them

at their current price in spite of the massive increase in their prices worldwide.

Mr Speaker, Sir, as the House is aware, there have recently been some sporadic incidents

in certain localities. During these incidents, Police Stations and Police Vehicles have been
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attacked by Cocktail Molotovs and certain public infrastructure has been damaged, and Police
Officers also have been attacked. Moreover, stones and other projectiles have been hurled at
Police Officers and 21 of them and one Firefighter have suffered serious injury. Two other
persons were also injured. Three Rioters have so far been arrested.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | wish to inform the House that the use of force and firearms by the
Police has been in strict compliance with Standing Operating Procedures and Legal Framework

in order to protect the population.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the history of every country in the world is studded with ups and downs,
with moments of great momentum as well as with moments of strife and tension deliberately
engineered by lawless and unpatriotic demolition experts recklessly bent on creating havoc and
at destabilising the country and the population. Fortunately, the wisdom of the vast majority of
the population contains and holds sway over them and over irresponsible persons, particularly

inconsiderate politicians inciting them towards anarchy.
(Interruptions)

While it is a fact that the difficulties of the whole population, particularly of our citizens
in the lowest rung of the economic ladder are real, these difficulties cannot and should not and
never be expressed through violence of any kind and nature. Instead, meaningful and purposeful
dialogue with all our social partners, including the National Social Inclusion Foundation which
has a permanent contact with over 250 NGOs, and peaceful representations should at all times be
resorted to.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | appeal to all our citizens to display their sense of responsibility and to
guard themselves against demagogues bent on poisoning their minds and utilising them as their

tools of destruction.
Thank you.

Mr X. L. Duval: Mr Speaker, Sir, firstly, given the length of the answer of the Prime

Minister, | hope that you will give extra time for the questions.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Ukraine crisis, war, the rupee depreciation have led families, today,
as we speak, having to change their eating habits, not able to buy medicines, children are going
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without basic necessities. Why is it, Mr Speaker, Sir, that whatever action the Prime Minister is

announcing seems like too little, too late?

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, | hope that the hon. Leader of the Opposition is
not wearing blinkers and he sees what is happening throughout the world. It is not only Mauritius
which is facing this double crisis. Not merely out the region, but the whole world is facing a
double crisis of COVID and now of this war in Ukraine. | can cite a number of international
institutions which have already made observations on many issues, but particularly, | say, on the
rise of prices of basic commodities. | do not need to quote the World Bank, the International

Monetary Fund, but let me quote what the FAO has said in its recent report, and | quote —
“The FAO Food Price Index makes a giant leap to another all-time high in March.

The FAO Food Price Index (FFPI) averaged 159.3 points in March 2022, up 17.9 points
from February to March, making a giant leap to a new highest level since its inception in
1990. The latest increase reflects new all-time highs for vegetable oils, cereals and meat

sub-indices, while those of sugar and dairy products also rose significantly.”

I can go on, but I recommend that the hon. Leader of the Opposition reads this report published
on 10 March 2022.

Mr X. L. Duval: Mr Speaker, Sir, may | recommend the Prime Minister to do two things

M look at the vicious devaluation of the rupee that has been happening under his
watch, and

(i) the Prime Minister has carefully avoided telling the population why is it that to
buy petrol, which has a cascading effect on all prices, at Rs37, you tax Rs30 and
you sell the petrol, the Mogas at Rs67. Whilst every other country in the world
has been reducing taxes, you have been increasing taxes on petrol these last few

weeks!
The Prime Minister: This is not correct, Mr Speaker, Sir.

Mr X. L. Duval: It is absolutely correct!
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The Prime Minister: You want to interrupt my answer? | allowed you to put your
question without being interrupted. Will you allow me to answer? Unless you do not want to
hear the truth!

You are talking about depreciation of the rupee. | think a PNQ was addressed to my
colleague, the Minister of Finance, Economic Planning and Development who had replied to it.
But let us consider the other currencies, and their depreciation vis-a-vis the US dollar since the

start of the Russia-Ukraine conflict —

e Australian dollar has been depreciating by 3.86%;

e New Zealand dollar, 4.67%;

e The Euro against the dollar;

e the British Pound against the dollar,

e the South African Rand.
So, | say again that it is not as if only Mauritius is being affected. The whole world is being
affected. | must also say that when consider inflation, prices are going up worldwide, Mr
Speaker, Sir! If we consider, let us say, the stronger economies, if I can call them so, what is
forecast for 2022? Belgium, inflation rate of 8%!

Mr X. L. Duval: Exactly!
Mr Speaker: Wait!

The Prime Minister: Estonia - 11.9%; Hungary - 10.3%; Poland - 8.9%. In Africa:
Botswana - 8.9%; Ghana, 16.3%; Rwanda - we are being regularly compared to Rwanda - 8.8%.

And what is forecast for Mauritius? Inflation of 8.4%. So, Mr Speaker, Sir, unfortunately...
(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: Wait a minute! If you want a reply; hon. Leader of the Opposition, it is not
only questions that are important! The object of questions is to have replies!

(Interruptions)
The Prime Minister: He wants to put questions...
(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: Order!
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The Prime Minister: He wants to reply himself!
(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: Order!

Mr X. L. Duval: Give us a short reply!

The Prime Minister: So, Mr Speaker, Sir, | repeat again - people have now access to
information and they know what is happening worldwide. It is very unfortunate that, during our
mandate which started in 2019, we are facing the COVID-19 crisis; and we are now facing this
war in Ukraine, which is causing a total disruption in the supply chain of basic commaodities and

petroleum products.

But, then, we have, of course, to see in what way we can mitigate the effect of those rises

in prices on our population.

Mr X. L. Duval: Mr Speaker, Sir, it is shocking to find that the Prime Minister does not
know that inflation is already at 10.7%; the official rate published by Statistics Mauritius! It is
already like this and it is, in fact, of course, because of the vicious depreciation of the rupee. The
Prime Minister does not know either that VAT charged on petrol has increased by Rs3 since

election on every litre whilst every other country is reducing.

Can | ask the Prime Minister whether this is not the truth that billions and billions of

rupees have been dilapidated by this Government —

e on BAI, Rs20 billion;

e on Betamax, Rs6 billion;

e on the Stadium that nobody uses, Rs5 hillion;

e on Safe City, Rs18 billion,

e on the mismanagement of Air Mauritius,Rs23 billion!

(Interruptions)
Mr Speaker: You have to put the question!
Mr X. L. Duval: On Liverpool, Rs400 m.!

Mr Speaker: You have to put your question!
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(Interruptions)

Mr X. L. Duval: On Splash Gate, Rs318 m.! On Molnupiravir, Rs70m...

Mr Speaker: | am stopping you there; it is too long a long list! You put your question!
(Interruptions)

Mr X. L. Duval: | am going to ask the Prime Minister now whether it is not time for him

to abandon these white elephant projects —

e The National Identity Card, Rs230 m.,
e the e-Passport, Rs500 m.,
e even the renovation of the State House, Rs234 m.!
I am sure the President will not mind if it is postponed and the money put to support families in

Mauritius!

The Prime Minister: The Leader of the Opposition can mention any list he wants. | can
answer to him on every project that this Government has undertaken! Every project! He has the
cheek to talk about the Cote d’Or Stadium! That was started before Mauritius faced the COVID-

19 pandemic!
(Interruptions)
Mr X. L. Duval: Ha ha hal
Mr Speaker: Now, this is unbecoming! This sign of laughter!
The Prime Minister: What is ha ha ha?
Mr Speaker: Listen to your reply!
The Prime Minister: Ha ha ha! You ...
(Interruptions)
Mr Speaker: Tansion twal
Mr Bérenger: Ena inpe manier!

Mr Speaker: Twa ki bisin ena manier! Twa ki bisin ena manier! You should show

manners, you do not have the floor!
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An hon. Member: We are not threatened by...
(Interruptions)

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, when the Indian Ocean Island Games were held,
this is the same ‘ha ha ha’ Member who came and watched the different sporting events at the

Cote d’Or Stadium and applauded our sportsmen! And | can go on for the other projects also.

Now, the Leader of the Opposition is talking in such a way as if we should stop
everything. Life should stop now because we are facing double crisis, prices are increasing! We
should stop all projects! The development programme of Government should stop. And then,
there have been projects which have started even much before! Contracts have been awarded.
Now, what do we do? He is talking about all those projects. We just give a notice to those
contractors that we are going to stop those projects? How many billions of rupees do we have to
pay in damages, Mr Speaker, Sir? This is not merely the irresponsible reaction of the Leader of

the Opposition!
(Interruptions)
Mr Speaker: Order!

The Prime Minister: He has no idea about the legal issues that will arise if we stop
certain projects that are ongoing. We shall be in breach of contract. We shall be taken to Court
and Government will have to pay billions of rupees in terms of damages. So, he should stop that

kind of demagogy!

Mr X. L. Duval: Mr Speaker, Sir, | am very happy today that the Prime Minister is
assuming full responsibility for the full list of dilapidation of funds that I have just announced. I

am so happy about it!

Mr Speaker, Sir, now | want to ask the Prime Minister the CSG has started to be charged
on the population in Mauritius since September 2020, the old-age pensioners have not seen a
cent of increase in their pensions. So, | am going to ask the Prime Minister to do the decent thing
immediately and increase pensions for old-age pensioners, handicapped, and all that sort of

people!

The Prime Minister: First of all,...
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(Interruptions)
Mr Speaker: Order!
The Prime Minister: First of all...
(Interruptions)
Mr Speaker: Order!
An hon. Member: Rs3,000 to ti pe donne!

The Prime Minister: First of all, | take exception to the demagogical comments of the
Leader of the Opposition who says that we are squandering public funds. Secondly, he is the last

one to be giving us lessons on pension. He is the last one...
(Interruptions)
Mr Speaker: Order!

The Prime Minister: ...because he was in a previous Government, and he knows what
increases were given to old age people for their Basic Retirement Pension. It is this Government

which has substantially increased the old-age pension!

Mr X. L. Duval: Let me remind the Prime Minister that the 2014 Manifesto was written
by Nando Bodha and myself, and he did not even care about the pension increase, Mr Speaker,
Sir!

(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: Order!

Mr X. L. Duval: It was us who did it!
(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: Order! Order!

Mr X. L. Duval: Mr Speaker, Sir, the private sector...
(Interruptions)

Come on! I know it hurts!

(Interruptions)
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Mr Speaker: Order!
Mr X. L. Duval: | know it hurts! | know it hurts!
(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: Order on both sides of the House! Order! Both sides of the House, order!

There is only one Chair!
Mr X. L. Duval: | know the truth hurts, Mr Speaker, Sir. | can feel that they are hurting.

Mr Speaker, Sir, coming now to salary compensation, even Business Mauritius, up in
their tower, have realised that the situation is dramatic for families and they are suggesting that
employers give food vouchers. But we do not want people to beg their employers! We want
Government to come with a decent salary compensation immediately, Mr Speaker, Sir!

Immediately! No begging!

The Prime Minister: What is it? You have made a statement! The Leader of Opposition

is continuing with his demagogy.
Mr X. L. Duval: Immediate salary compensation!
The Prime Minister: Wait, wait! You put a question, now let me answer!
(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: Now, Leader of the Opposition, time is over, | am allowing you extra time,

but you do not know how to manage your time!
(Interruptions)
Allow the reply!

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, | want to refer back to one comment which the
Leader of the Opposition has made with regard to the price of Mogas and Gas Oil. Is he aware

that — yes, | agree there are different taxes that have been imposed on...
(Interruptions)
An hon. Member: To lepok osi ti kumsal

Mr Speaker: There will be no extra time!



23

The Prime Minister: With regard to these taxes, Mr Speaker, Sir, let me just briefly
mention that one tax is for the contribution to the Road Development Authority, amongst others,
to compensate bus companies for increases in diesel prices and increases in wages and salaries of
their employees. There is another tax for contribution to Rodrigues transportation and storage,
which is to subsidise the cost involved in transporting, storing, distributing petroleum products,
‘ration rice’ and flour supplied by the STC so that the retail prices in Rodrigues are kept at par
with the retail prices prevailing in Mauritius. There is another tax for contribution to subsidy on
LPG, flour and rice. And there is also a tax for COVID-19 Solidarity Fund to finance
programmes and schemes related to COVID-19, and then, a contribution to finance the cost of
COVID-19 vaccines. There is also another contribution for the construction and storage facilities
of petroleum products. | shall not go into the details because we know in what situation we were,
and that is why the Government has a vision to ensure that we have adequate storage capacity in
order not to be short of supply. So, these are the reasons why we have maintained those

contributions.
Mr Speaker: Time over by five minutes already!
(Interruptions)
Five minutes!
(Interruptions)
No! Time over! | am observing my Order Paper!
(Interruptions)
I don’t mind what you say. Time is over and there is only one Chair!
Prime Minister’s Question Time!
Ms Anquetil: B/434.
MBC - MS M. J., SENIOR NEWS EDITOR — INTERDICTION

(No. B/434) Ms S. Anquetil (Fourth Member for Vacoas & Floréal) asked the Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence, Home Affairs and External Communications, Minister for
Rodrigues, Outer Islands and Territorial Integrity whether, in regard to the Mauritius
Broadcasting Corporation, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain therefrom, information as
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to if Ms M. J., Senior News Editor, has been suspended from duty and, if so, indicate the charges

levelled against her.

The Prime Minister: | am informed by the Director General of the Mauritius
Broadcasting Corporation that, on 10 December 2021, a written complaint was made by a
Member of the National Assembly against Ms M. J., News Editor/Senior News Editor at the

MBC, for misconduct during an official event held on 09 December 2021.

Subsequently, following the advice of the Legal Adviser of the MBC, an internal inquiry
was initiated on the matter, and, pending the completion of the inquiry, Ms M. J. was interdicted
from duty with effect from 15 December 2021. The inquiry was conducted by the Human
Resource Department of the MBC.

On completion of internal inquiry, a report was sent to the Board of the MBC on 28
February 2022, together with the charges to be retained against Ms M. J., as vetted by the Legal
Counsel of the MBC.

On 03 March 2022, the Board of the MBC, pursuant to section 11 of the MBC Act,

approved the setting up of a Disciplinary Committee to hear evidence, if any, against Ms M. J.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the charges have already been communicated to Ms M. J., and she was
convened to appear before the Disciplinary Committee on 15 March 2022. However, at the

request of her Counsel, the hearing has now been rescheduled for 29 April 2022.

It will, therefore, not be in order to disclose either the charges preferred against Ms M.J.
or anything in relation to same, including potential witnesses, so as not to prejudice the conduct

of the proceedings of the Disciplinary Committee prior to such hearing.
Mr Speaker: Hon. Ms Anquetil!

Ms Anquetil: Je vous remercie, M. le président. Le Premier ministre serait-il d’accord
pour dire que les accusations portées contre Madame M. J. révelent aucune faute professionnelle
dans la mesure ou la journaliste est la meilleure juge de ses taches professionnelles au moment
des faits et n’accepte pas de recevoir des instructions d’une tierce personne et surtout si cette

tierce personne est un député ?

The Prime Minister: M. le président, je ne peux pas commenter sur le fond de I’affaire.

Comme je I’ai dit dans la réponse, il y a eu une enquéte ; il y a le Board de la MBC qui a pris une
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décision ; I’affaire a été référée a un comité disciplinaire. Donc, ce sera au comité disciplinaire
de juger si ce qui a été reproché a la journaliste s’est avéré correct ou pas, et de prendre, bien sir,
ou de recommander des mesures quelconques. Donc, premiérement, je n’ai pas le dossier, et ce
serait inapproprié aussi pour moi de venir donner mon opinion. Ce serait comme si que je suis

déja en train de juger I’affaire avant qu’elle ne soit jugée par le comité disciplinaire.
Mr Speaker: Hon. Ms Anquetil!

Ms Anquetil: Je vous remercie, M. le président. Depuis des années, c’est une pratique
normale, lors des fonctions officielles de la MBC, que la MBC prenne des déclarations des
Deputy Prime Ministers and des ministres uniquement. J’ai occupé le poste de Deputy Chief

Government Whip de 2011 a 2014 et j’ai vécu cela.

M. le Premier ministre, est-ce qu’un député a le droit de dicter des ordres a la MBC, et si
oui, est-ce que cela s’applique a tous les députés des deux cotés de la Chambre ? Merci.

The Prime Minister : Encore une fois, I’honorable membre est en train de dire certaines
choses que moi je ne peux ni confirmer, ni nier. Ce n’est pas mon role de prendre en compte ce
qui a été dit par les parties concernées et les témoins, et de venir a la Chambre donner des détails
sur cette affaire. Donc, il faut que I’honorable membre puisse comprendre qu’il y a un comité qui
va, bien sdr, écouter tous les témoignages, considérer toutes les preuves qu’on va mettre devant
lui, et c’est ce comité qui va finalement rendre un jugement concernant ces charges qui ont été

proférées contre la journaliste.
Mr Speaker: Hon. Mrs Navarre-Marie!

Mrs Navarre-Marie: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. Will the hon. Prime Minister specify

what are the charges levelled against Ms M. J.?

The Prime Minister: | have already answered, Mr Speaker, Sir. In fact, the — let me add,
so that the hon. Member will understand —Attorney General’s Office has advised that the charges
preferred against Ms M. J. cannot be disclosed in view of the fact that the charges are between
the employer, that is, the MBC, and the employee, and these are subject to disciplinary
proceeding. So, | go according to the advice which has been tendered to me.

Mr Speaker: Hon. Nuckcheddy!



26

Mr Nuckcheddy: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. Can the hon. Prime Minister inform the
House of the composition of the Disciplinary Committee that he mentioned was set up? Thank

you.

The Prime Minister: The regulations of the MBC provide that independent people
should be chairing the committee. | am informed that the Disciplinary Committee is composed of

the following persons —

Q) M® Angelique A. Desvaux de Marigny as Chairperson;

(i) Mr Sooreklall Luchoomun, assessor and a former Director of Human Resource
Management; and

(iii)  Mr Anandraj Sitana, also an assessor, a former Human Resource Manager.

Mr Speaker: Hon. Ramful!

Mr Ramful: Can the hon. Prime Minister at least confirm that the charges were levelled

following complaints made by hon. Dhunoo, the Deputy Chief Whip?
The Prime Minister: Yes, there was a complaint made by hon. Dhunoo.
Mr Speaker: Hon. Ms Anquetil!

Ms Anquetil: Je vous remercie, M. le président. M. le Premier ministre, ne s’agit-il pas
d’un cas flagrant de harcelement au travail et de persécution contre une journaliste employée par
la telévision nationale, relevant de votre ministére et donc, en tant que Premier ministre et
Chairperson du comité de haut niveau contre toute forme de violence contre les femmes, ne
pensez-vous pas que vous devez intervenir et prévenir toute forme d’injustice contre madame M.
J.?

The Prime Minister: M. le président, je déplore vraiment la maniere de poser cette
question, et d’insinuer que le gouvernement et moi, nous sommes contre les femmes ; nous
sommes en train de condone le harcélement des femmes. L’honorable membre sait trés bien que
ce n’est pas correct. Maintenant, il y a la loi, il y a des reglements, il y a la procédure. Quelqu’un
qui est accusé de certaines choses a la possibilité de se défendre devant le comité disciplinaire.
Elle a retenu les services d’un juriste. Donc, ce n’est pas ni @ moi ni & I’honorable membre de
venir déja prononcer un jugement. Laissons le comité disciplinaire faire son travail, et puis on

verra quel va étre le jugement. C’est comme si on est déja en train de dire soit que quelqu’un est
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coupable ou pas. Moi aussi je peux regarder certains faits et puis me prononcer et avoir un
jugement. En tout cas, ce n’est pas comme ¢a que I’on procéde et il y a les reglements, il y a au

moins la possibilité pour que la dame puisse s’expliquer devant ce comité.

Mr Speaker: This question has been sufficiently canvassed. We move to the next

question. Hon. Lobine!
Mr Lobine: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. B/435, please.

PORT LOUIS HARBOUR & FORT WILLIAM - BREAKWATER CONSTRUCTION -
ESTIMATED COSTS

(No. B/435) Mr K. Lobine (First Member for La Caverne & Phoenix) asked the
Prime Minister, Minister of Defence, Home Affairs and External Communications, Minister for
Rodrigues, Outer Islands and Territorial Integrity whether, in regard to the proposed construction
of a breakwater at the Port Louis harbour and another one at Fort William, he will, for the benefit
of the House, obtain from the Mauritius Ports Authority, information as to where matters stand,

indicating the estimated costs thereof.

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, | am informed by the Acting Director General of
the Mauritius Ports Authority that development in the Port has at all times been undertaken on
the basis of recommendations of a Port Masterplan Report which is updated around every five
years. The latest Port Masterplan study was commissioned in 2016 for the harbours at Port Louis

and Port Mathurin to define the land use and infrastructure requirements up to horizon 2040.

In the Port Masterplan Report 2016, it was recommended, amongst others, to implement
the Island Container Terminal Project, adjacent to the existing Mauritius Container Terminal at
Mer Rouge and the Fishing Port project at Fort William with both projects comprising the

construction of breakwaters.

Accordingly, following an international bidding exercise, the Mauritius Ports Authority
commissioned in October 2017, a Techno-Economic Feasibility study for the development of the
Island Container Terminal. The consultancy contract was awarded to Messrs Royal Haskoning
DHV, a Dutch firm with experience in similar studies. The Final Feasibility Study Report for the
Island Container Terminal, including the breakwater structure at Port Louis Harbour was
submitted to the Mauritius Ports Authority in March 2019.
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The report confirmed that the Island Container Terminal project is technically and
economically feasible and would protect the Mauritius Container Terminal from high waves and
swells, hence would decrease the downtime at the Terminal due to bad weather conditions. The
Consultants then estimated that the development of the Island Container Terminal would entail a
total investment cost of USD835 m., out of which USD352 m. would be for the construction of
the breakwater, dredging and land reclamation works. The remaining components of the project
comprising the construction of the Container Terminal and associated facilities as well as
mobilisation of container handling equipment was estimated to cost around USD483 m.

Mr Speaker, Sir, given the significant investment required for the project, the Consultants
recommended that same be implemented under a Public-Private Partnership scheme and a
Transaction Advisor be appointed who would prepare options for the project financing, assist in
the selection of developers and plan the project implementation.

In line with the recommendations of the Consultants and with a view to assessing the
level of private sector interest in the project, in August 2019, the Mauritius Ports Authority
issued an Information Memorandum to potential investors for a market consultation. At the
closing date on 07 November 2019, 15 parties had responded to the request for information and

expressed their interests.

Mr Speaker, Sir, I am also informed by the Ag. Director General of the Mauritius Ports
Authority that following the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, a decrease in
container traffic volume and container vessel calls has been recorded at Port Louis Harbour due
to the global economic downturn. Hence, it is considered that the implementation of the project
at this stage will not attract the expected interest from potential developers. Accordingly, the
Mauritius Ports Authority has deferred the implementation of the project till the recovery of the
global economy and the evolution of the regional shipping activities to the pre- COVID-19 trend.

Mr Speaker, Sir, with regard to the Fishing Port project at Fort William, in the Port
Masterplan Report 2016, it was recommended that a breakwater be also constructed to create a

sheltered water plane for the mooring of fishing vessels as part of the project.

Following an open advertised bidding exercise, on 29 October 2018, the Mauritius Ports

Authority retained the services of Messrs CWP Engineering FZ LLC to undertake the
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consultancy services comprising the technical feasibility, planning, design, preparation of tender

documents and supervision of works for the proposed Fishing Port.

The Consultants started activities in November 2018 and undertook various field visits
for data collection and submitted their inception report in December 2018. In the light of their
assessment, the Consultants recommended that fresh bathymetric surveys and geotechnical
investigations be carried out to firm up their preliminary planning and designs. It was further
recommended that a physical modelling exercise be undertaken in a specialised hydraulic
laboratory. Unfortunately, the field activities as well as the physical modelling exercise were
heavily impacted by travel restrictions and lockdowns both locally and overseas, which impacted

on the smooth implementation of the consultancy services for the project.

In October 2021, the Consultants finalised the detailed design as well as bidding
documents and accordingly recommended a development layout which comprises —

Q) land reclamation of about 10 hectares;

(i) construction of breakwater of about 900 metres long;

(i) construction of a 50 metres long service quay and associated dredging works, and
(iv)  fishing quays totalling 300 metres long to be developed by the private sector.

The estimated cost for the project was Rs1.75 billion, out of which the breakwater was
estimated at Rsl billion. However, in the light of the global economic downturn due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and the unfavourable business environment, the Mauritius Ports Authority
has decided to postpone the implementation of the Fishing Port project.

Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 am also informed by the Acting Director General of the Mauritius
Ports Authority that the Authority is proceeding with the commissioning of a new Port
Masterplan study. The study will consider the constraints faced by the Port at this stage due to
external factors affecting the global and regional maritime sector and re-actualise the
infrastructural needs to cater for the short, medium and long-terms port activities at Port Louis

Harbour and to make recommendations accordingly.

Thank you.
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Mr Lobine: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. Can the hon. Prime Minister inform the House,
with regard to the absence of breakwater right now, the cost and losses being incurred by the
Mauritius Ports Authority due to increase in swell conditions leading to a very high downtime?
Is there a comprehensive study that has been done by the Mauritius Ports Authority to do that
balancing exercise that we cannot now proceed with the implementation of construction of those

breakwaters?

The Prime Minister: | must admit that, unfortunately, the recent weather conditions
which have prevailed, | am informed, have impacted negatively on the downtime of number of
vessels. Now, whether we have done a study in order to see what has been the loss that we have
incurred, the impact of the weather conditions and the wave swells and so on, on traffic, and on
the other hand, the cost of these breakwaters, | do not have information on that. But | do not
think we need to have a Consultant to do that. | think the Mauritius Ports Authority can always
have an estimate. But again, let me refer to today’s PNQ of the hon. Leader of the Opposition
who was saying that there is a list of so many projects that should not go forward because we are

spending billions of rupees.
(Interruptions)

I have mentioned how many billions of rupees these breakwaters will cost. But then, let
me clarify that this was just a side comment, but | think your question, of course, has to be taken
very seriously. In the light of the impact on traffic, we should obviously see whether we have to

go forward with such a project.

I have stated accordingly that the MPA is going to review the Masterplan because we are
in a new situation right now. I think everybody acknowledges that. We have been going through
the COVID situation which has impacted heavily on shipping traffic and now with this war in
Ukraine. | have figures, but I do not want to take the time of the House to mention in what way
there has been a decrease in container traffic to Mauritius. So, this has to be looked into very
carefully and we need to be advised by those experts who will tell us what is recommended in
the short, medium and long-terms. Then, it will be for Government and the Mauritius Ports

Authority to take a decision.

Mr Speaker: Hon. Juman!
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Mr Juman: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. Can the hon. Prime Minister inform the House
the amount paid to the Consultant by the Mauritius Ports Authority for the Island Container

Terminal and the Breakwater project?

The Prime Minister: Yes, | have this information. | undertake, at a later stage, to

provide this information to the House.
Mr Speaker: Hon. Dhunoo!

Mr Dhunoo: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. Can the hon. Prime Minister inform the House

how was Royal Haskoning DHV appointed as Consultant for the Masterplan?

The Prime Minister: The Mauritius Ports Authority had conducted an expression of
interest exercise in March 2014, following which 26 firms responded to the expression of
interest. Following the evaluation of those 26 responses, 9 firms were shortlisted to participate in
the request for proposal exercise. The request for proposal for the Port Masterplan study was
issued to the 9 shortlisted firms in January 2015. At the closing date in January 2015, only 7
bidders responded to the RFP, namely —

M HPC Hamburg Port Consulting GmbH;

(i) Royal Haskoning DHV Netherland B.V.;

(ili)  Ramboll UK Ltd.;

(iv)  ICF International Inc.;

(v) Aurecon AMEI Ltd.;

(vi)  Louis Berger Group/Luxconsult (Mauritius) Ltd., and

(vii)  Worleyparsons RSA Ltd.

Following the evaluation, the contract was awarded to Royal Haskoning DHV in August
2015 for a contract price of 489,500 euros plus Rs4,036,000 including VAT.

Mr Lobine: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. Can the hon. Prime Minister inform the House
that this new Port Masterplan will have high on its agenda the protection of the Terre Rouge
Estuary Bird Sanctuary, which is listed as a Ramsar wetland site? Will it be high on the agenda

of this new Port Masterplan?

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, the Port Masterplan is normally updated every

five years and it has been so in the past also. But | am sure that, in recommending the
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improvement of the Port infrastructure, the environmental aspect is always taken into

consideration. You can rest assured that this will obviously be taken into consideration.
Mr Speaker: Hon. Abbas Mamode!

Mr Abbas Mamode: Mr Speaker, Sir, can the hon. Prime Minister inform the House
whether there has been any change in cargo and container traffic following the outbreak of
COVID-19?

The Prime Minister: | have the figures. In fact, following the outbreak of the COVID-19
pandemic, the total cargo traffic handled at Port Louis harbour registered a decrease from 8.52
million tons in 2019 to 7.6 million tons in 2021, representing a decrease of 10.7%. The total
container traffic, comprising both captive and transhipment containers, decreased from 469,011
TEUs in 2019 to 436,398 TEUs in 2021, again representing a decrease of 6.9%. And total
captive container traffic decreased from 276,147 in 2019 to 226,355 in 2021, that is, a decrease
of 18%. This decrease in the captive traffic is mainly explained by the significant decrease in
laden import and export of containers. However, for transhipment traffic, it has sustained an
increase of 8.9% from 192,864 in 2019 to 210,043 in 2021.

Mr Speaker: Time over! Next question, hon. Mrs Mayotte!
Mrs Mayotte: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. B/451!

Mr Speaker: Before any reply, let me announce that PQs B/441, B/444, B/446, B/439,
B/440, B/443, B/450 and B/437 have been withdrawn.

Minister of Health!

MEDICAL CANNABIS - MAURITIUS - USE

(No. B/451) Mrs S. Mayotte (Second Member for Savanne & Black River) asked the
Minister of Health and Wellness whether, in regard to medical cannabis, he will state where
matters stand as to the consideration for the use thereof in Mauritius.

Dr. Jagutpal: Mr Speaker, Sir, a Technical Committee was set up for the implementation

of the recommendations of the Commission of Enquiry on Drug Trafficking pertaining to
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cannabis in September 2020. The Committee was chaired by Professor T. Bahorun, Executive

Director, Mauritius Research and Innovation Council (MRIC).

The report of the Technical Committee was finalised and approved in November 2021.
Subsequently, a Steering Committee was set up under the chair of the Senior Chief Executive of
my Ministry, to look into the implementation of the recommendations contained therein.

As at date, the Steering Committee has held seven meetings with a view to addressing the
implementation of the twelve recommendations contained in the report of the Technical
Committee on medicinal cannabis. In this connection, the Steering Committee has considered the

following —

@ Setting up of a Therapeutic Committee on medicinal cannabis.

A Therapeutic Committee on medicinal cannabis will be set up at regional level under the
chair of the Regional Health Director, which will endorse all prescriptions relating to medicinal
cannabis from both public and private Specialists. The use of medicinal cannabis will be started

on a pilot basis at Victoria Hospital, in the first instance.

(b) Prescription of medicinal cannabis.
Both public and private medical Specialists will be licensed to prescribe medicinal
cannabis, subject to approval by the Therapeutic Committee on medicinal cannabis.

(©) Training of Specialists.

Both public and private medical Specialists will have to be trained for prescribing
medicinal cannabis. The possibility of having recourse to suitable international institutions to
provide the online training was explored. A first team of Specialists of my Ministry who are
closely involved at the level of the Steering Committee will be trained in the first instance. They
will follow the UK Medical Cannabis Clinicians Society (MCCS) online training programme.

In parallel, a request had also been made to the World Health Organisation (WHO) to
seek appropriate technical expertise to train the Specialists in Mauritius to enable them to acquire

the relevant knowledge on the use of medicinal cannabis.

An Expression of Interest has been launched on 09 February 2022 for training of

Specialists, both in the public and private sector, for them to be licensed for prescribing
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medicinal cannabis. From the public sector, we have received an interest from seventy-two

Specialists, and from the private sector, the list of names has yet to be submitted.

Mr Speaker, Sir, in parallel, the report of the Technical Committee on medicinal cannabis
was uploaded on the website of my Ministry. The views of the public were sought thereon
through a Press communiqué which was issued on 17 January 2022.

Views have been received from five (5) sources. These have been examined by the
Technical Committee and a number of the proposals made, had already been duly considered by

the Steering Committee, including —

o enlarging the medical indications for treatment with medicinal cannabis;

o consideration of use of cannabis-based medication from various approved bodies,
and

. availability of medicinal cannabis in public hospitals for private patients.

Mr Speaker, Sir, |1 wish to inform the House that the introduction of medicinal cannabis
will necessitate legal amendments to be brought to the Dangerous Drugs Act, which are currently

under consideration and will be amended in the Finance Bill.

Mr Speaker, Sir, My Ministry is fully committed to implementing the recommendations
contained in the report of the Technical Committee on medicinal cannabis and it is worth
highlighting that only plant-derived Cannabidiol, Tetrahydrocannabidiol and combination of
Cannabidiol and Tetrahydrocannabidiol will be used for medical purposes in Mauritius. Thank

you, Mr Speaker, Sir.

Mrs Mayotte: The FDA approval of a drug, that is, the data on the drug’s effect which
approves the process that takes place within the structure framework that includes, for example,
the analysis of the target conditions and available treatment, assessment of benefits and risks
from clinical data, and strategies for managing risks, this is what we call the FDA. Can the hon.
Minister inform the House whether, his Ministry will only procure FDA approved medical

cannabis?
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Dr. Jagutpal: Mr Speaker, Sir, apart from the FDA approved drugs, | am also informed
that the Steering Committee on medical cannabis has also agreed to consider cannabis-based

medication approved by the following agencies —

o European Medicines Agency;

o Health Canada;

o Therapeutic Goods Agency of Australia, and

o South African Health Products Regulatory Agency.

Mr Speaker: Hon. Dhunoo!

Mr Dhunoo: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. Can the hon. Minister inform the House

whether, there has been proposal for the production of cannabis locally?

Dr. Jagutpal: Mr Speaker, Sir, the local production of cannabis has been taken by
different stakeholders namely, the Mauritius Chamber of Agriculture. This entity has in fact
proposed to set up a National Steering Committee comprising stakeholders from both private and
public sectors for the local production of industrial cannabis. The idea is to develop this
potentially new economic avenue for the agricultural and pharmaceutical industries. The Steering
Committee on medical cannabis is in favour of collaborative work with the Ministry of Agro-
Industry and Food Security.

Mr Speaker: Hon. Mrs Mayotte!

Mrs Mayotte: Can the hon. Minister inform the House on the proposed prescription
validity of medical cannabis?

Dr. Jagutpal: Mr Speaker, Sir, this medication will be as per Section 18(4) of the
Dangerous Drugs Act of 2000. The prescription limit for Scheduled 2 drug items is 10 days.
However, the Technical Committee on Medical Cannabis has recommended amending the DDA
by increasing prescription limits from 10 days to 14 days because medical cannabis products
come in packages of 14 and 28 day supply. So, the House will note that in other countries the
prescription limit is 28 or 30 days for medical cannabis. In Mauritius, we are adopting, in the

first instance, a more cautious approach.
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Mr Speaker: Hon. Dr. Aumeer!

Dr. Aumeer: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. There is some concern among clinicians with
regard to the implementation of prescribing cannabis. Will the hon. Minister see with his relevant
Technical Committee that the list of medical conditions and symptoms for conditions that are to
be prescribed cannabis be circulated to avoid the abuse, knowing quite well that even the

treatment with medical cannabis has led to substance abuse and addictive conditions?

Dr. Jagutpal: Mr Speaker, Sir, I will just inform the House that there are only a few
conditions under which approval has been granted for the use of medical cannabis, namely the
spasticity associated with multiple sclerosis; nausea, vomiting side effects associated with
chemotherapy; chronic neuropathic pain unresponsive to conventional treatment and treatment
resistant symptoms in palliative care oncology. So, these are the indications where this
medication can be prescribed, in the first instance.

Mr Speaker: Next question!
Ms Anquetil: B/452, please.
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN ENTREPRENEURS SHOW - DUBAI

(No. B/452) Ms S. Anquetil (Fourth Member for Vacoas & Floréal) asked the
Minister of Gender Equality and Family Welfare whether, in regard to the International Women

Entrepreneurs Show mission in Dubai held in October 2021, she will state the —
@) composition of the delegation of her Ministry which attended same, and
(b) outcome of the mission.

Mrs Koonjoo-Shah: Mr Speaker, Sir, the International Women Entrepreneur Show was
organised by the International Women Entrepreneur Society (IWES) from 19 to 20 October 2021
in Dubai. | was accompanied by a delegation comprising Mr N. L, Acting Deputy Permanent
Secretary of my Ministry, Mrs F. MC, Chairperson of the National Women Entrepreneur Council

and Mr N. S, Adviser on Project Matters at the level of my Ministry.
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As to part (b) of the question, Mr Speaker, Sir, the IWES is an international platform that
promotes business activities of its members around the United Arab Emirates (UAE). It is a
strong network of women entrepreneurs of the UAE that meets, exchanges ideas, and come up
with new strategies and partnerships among other women entrepreneurs. The IWES is an annual
event, Mr Speaker, Sir, and | was invited as a Keynote Speaker to address the audience of
women entrepreneurs of the UAE for the 2021 edition. My intervention was based essentially on
the ease of doing business in Mauritius. This was a side event to the Dubai Expo 2020, and was
an excellent opportunity for Mauritius to be in the lime-light and have a more focused

international visibility through the event per se and also through the various media coverages.

The aim of my visit, however, was mainly to lay the foundation for a wider networking
and cooperation between women entrepreneurs of Mauritius and those of the UAE, and to invite

women entrepreneurs from those sides to invest, work and live in Mauritius.

A follow up was ensured with the IWES and one main outcome was the organisation of
the Women Entrepreneurs Inter-Regional Business Exchange Meeting, UAE — Mauritius, which
was held on 10 March 2022. This Inter-Regional Business Exchange was carried out online. The

event was attended by some 60 participants from Dubai and Mauritius.

Women entrepreneurs from the National Women Entrepreneur Council (NWEC), the
Association des Femmes Chefs D’Entreprise (AFMCE), SME Chambers, We Empower,
participated in this event; likewise women entrepreneurs from various business fields like
jewellery, wellness, management lawyers and investment companies, representatives working in
Dubai, UAE and the Middle East actively participated in the event. The Director of Industry
from the Economic Development Board made a presentation on Investment Opportunities in

Mauritius during that business exchange.

Mr Speaker, Sir, this First Women Entrepreneurs Inter-Regional Business Exchange
Meeting will be followed by other regional business exchange meetings where Dubai
entrepreneurs will also be invited thus building blocks for more regional to global networks. This
will address an urgent need for our women entrepreneurs to go global as our market will open up

for them.
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As a follow-up of that Inter-Regional Forum, my Ministry has proposed that a
Memorandum of Agreement be prepared and signed between the National Women Entrepreneur
Council of my Ministry and the IWES to reinforce the collaboration between the UAE and

Mauritius.

Ms Anquetil: Je vous remercie, M. le président. La ministre, dans sa réponse, nous a dit
que c’est suite a une invitation qu’elle s’est rendue a Dubai. Est-ce qu’elle pourrait, dans un
premier temps, déposer a la Chambre le carton d’invitation a cette exhibition. Et elle a méme fait
un discours la-bas, on aurait bien aimé qu’elle dépose I’invitation. Je voudrais demander a la
ministre d’informer la Chambre le nombre de femmes entrepreneures qui faisaient partie de la
délégation, surtout que cette mission a couté la somme vertigineuse de R 677,000 aux

contribuables?

Mrs Koonjoo-Shah: Mr Speaker, Sir, for the first part of the supplementary question
addressed by the hon. Member, | will very happily give her a copy of invitation forwarded to me

by the International Women Entrepreneur Society.

As to the second part of her supplementary question, I was accompanied by the
Chairperson of the Council itself, considering that she is the one who leads the Council of
women entrepreneurs. She was already the focal point representing the women entrepreneurs in
Mauritius and myself, being the Minister in charge of that portfolio, so, there was no actual need

for our women. It was the first invitation to that show.
An hon. Member: Outcome?
Mrs Koonjoo-Shah: Outcome; I have lengthily canvassed on the outcome.
Mr Speaker: Hon. Juman!

Mr Juman: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. Hon. Minister, can you inform the House how

many women entrepreneurs got the opportunity to display and participate in the Dubai Expo?

Mrs Koonjoo-Shah: Mr Speaker, Sir, the International Women Entrepreneur Society
show of last year was not a platform for our women entrepreneurs to go and display their

products because this was the first meeting that the National Women Entrepreneur Council of
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Mauritius had undertaken with this International Women Entrepreneur Society. Henceforth,
thanks to the good work carried out by both parties, by both stakeholders, my Ministry and my
officers, there is a forthcoming Memorandum of Understanding that will then allow our women
entrepreneurs to display their products on the Emirati market.

Mr Speaker: Last question!

Ms Anquetil: Je vous remercie, M. le président. C’est quand méme choquant
d’apprendre qu’aucune femme entrepreneur ne faisait partie de cette délégation. Je trouve cela
franchement scandaleux et donc, finalement ce qu’on comprend, rien pour les femmes

entrepreneurs. Le jackpot est juste pour la ministre!
Mr Speaker: Put your question! Put your question!

Ms Anquetil: Un per diem de R 131,516 pour deux jours a Dubai, franchement

scandaleux ! Amize mem !
(Interruptions)
Six months!
(Interruptions)
Six months!
Mr Speaker: Are you putting a question?
Ms Anquetil: Yes, | am coming with a supplementary question.
Mr Speaker: Put your question directly!
Ms Anquetil: I am coming, Mr Speaker, Sir.
Mr Speaker: If not, | will disallow the question! Put the question!

Ms Anquetil: Six months after the fourth edition of the International Women’s

Entrepreneur Show in Dubai, would the Minister inform the House what are the benefits for our
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local women entrepreneurs surtout qu’elles souffrent énormément ces derniers temps? Merci, M.

le président.

Mrs Koonjoo-Shah: Mr Speaker, Sir, | deplore the manner in which the hon. Member
has put a supplementary question. | understand that she is hell bent on finding shortcomings and

faire la sensation ki monn al amize. Listen, allow me to reply!
(Interruptions)

Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. The work is being carried out. This was a first opportunity
for us to touch base with...

(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: Now, be careful! You should allow the reply to come.
(Interruptions)

Mrs Koonjoo-Shah: It was a first opportunity. There was no point of...
(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: | take note for next time!

Mrs Koonjoo-Shah: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir, for allowing me to reply to the

supplementary question which | hope the Member will be gracious enough to listen to.

This was the first opportunity for the National Women Entrepreneurs Council to get in
touch with the stakeholder — the International Women Entrepreneurs Society, a very first for our
women entrepreneurs in Mauritius, a very first, so as to extend their visibility on an international
landscape. There would have been no point taking along our women entrepreneurs. This is the
stepping stone to extending their products to a more visible international landscape. Therefore,
the benefits are going to be very obvious once we have the Memorandum of Understanding, and
once the work carries on the way we are doing it right now. All to the benefits of our women

entrepreneurs! Thank you.
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Mr Speaker: The Table is advised that PQ B/466 will be replied by the Minister of
Finance, Economic Planning and Development. PQ B/470 will be replied by the Attorney
General, Minister of Agro-Industry and Food Security. PQs B/462, B/508, B/471, B/480, B/487,
B/507, B/500, B/517, B/A78, B/523, B/509, B/510, B/516, B/483, B/499, B/520, B/485 have
been withdrawn.

Hon. Members, | will suspend here for one and a half hour.
At 12.58 p.m., the Sitting was suspended.

On resuming at 2.38 p.m. with Mr Speaker in the Chair.
Mr Speaker: Please be seated! Hon. Ms Bérenger!

Ms Bérenger: PQ B/453.

SIR SEEWOOSAGUR RAMGOOLAM BOTANIC GARDEN TRUST BOARD -
EXPENSES & REVENUE - 2015 TO APRIL 2022

(No. B/453) Ms J. Bérenger (First Member for Vacoas & Floréal) asked the Attorney-
General, Minister of Agro-Industry and Food Security whether, in regard to the Sir Seewoosagur
Ramgoolam Botanic Garden, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the Sir

Seewoosagur Ramgoolam Botanic Garden Trust Board, information as to the —

@) total yearly revenue and a breakdown of expenses incurred by the Board since
2015 to date, indicating the -

() revenue collected in terms of entry fee, and

(i) estimated projected revenue in terms of entry fee payable by non-

Mauritian citizens not holding a residence permit aged 5, and above, and
(b) measures being envisaged to improve the management and maintenance thereof.

Mr Gobin: Mr Speaker, Sir, with regard to part (a)(i) and (a)(ii), 1 am tabling the
information requested.
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With regard to the last part of the question concerning measures being envisaged to

improve the management and maintenance, | am informed that the following proposals have

been made to the Board of the SSR Botanic Garden Trust to improve management and

maintenance of the garden as follows —

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

renovation and regular maintenance of kiosks;

installation of additional signage inside and outside the garden;
construction of additional ticketing booth;

renovation of the old sugar mill model;

the cleaning of the ponds and the paths;

the upgrading of the parking;

upgrading of benches and the plant labels;

regular trimming of trees with the assistance of the National Parks and

Conservation Service as well as the Forestry Service of my Ministry;

treatment at regular intervals by the Entomology Division of the Ministry of

Agriculture;

setting up of a commercial nursery;

the upgrading of the hawkers’ corner;

the upgrading and renovation of toilets;

regular painting of all buildings including the Chéateau;
upgrading of the animal corner;

improving the landscaping of the garden;

provision of Wi-Fi;
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17. introduction of electric vehicles for vulnerable visitors — this is an on-going

project, and finally
18.  the reparation of the greenhouse.

Ms J. Bérenger: Can the hon. Minister indicate the reasons why time and again, Mr S. S
is maintained as CEO despite serious allegations levelled against him including allegations of
corruption and sexual harassment and despite the fact that the garden itself is undisputedly being

badly maintained?

Mr Gobin: Mr Speaker, Sir, | would unfortunately need a specific question on the case
against Mr S. S although | may add that there are certain allegations that have been made, | am

aware, and | am also aware that inquiries are ongoing.

Mr Bhagwan: Can | ask the Minister whether as Minister responsible for this — I would
say garden which is still of international nature level — can the Minister inform the House
whether he has effected regular visits to this garden? Whether he is satisfied by the proposals
made by the Board to the effect that there are so many changes which are being done or will be
done? Can the Minister inform the House whether he has effected, in the recent past, visits

following complaints received?

Mr Gobin: | have been visiting regularly the garden in the context of the Samadhi and 1
have also been receiving proposals and we are working on making things look better. There is
room for improvement, | agree, but it is collectively that we will achieve a better look and aspect
of the garden.

Mr Speaker: Now, | am giving you the floor!

Ms J. Bérenger: L’honorable ministre n’est-il pas d’accord que toute la structure et le
business model méme du jardin doivent étre revus, quitte a retenir les services de consultants
spécialisés dans le domaine s’il le faut et qu’il est temps également de revoir la loi cadre

concernée elle-méme ?

Mr Gobin: | do not think it is a question of reviewing the law. It is a question of
retaining services as suggested by the hon. Member and this is exactly what is being done. We
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have the capacity in other services within Mauritius not necessarily from outside. For example,
we have very qualified people in the National Parks and Conservation Service who have been
brought in to help, the Forestry Service, Entomology Division; we are pulling together resources
as correctly proposed by the hon. Member.

Mr Bhagwan: The Minister himself stated that there is room for improvement. Can | ask
the Minister now that we have the Samadhi of Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam and recently the
passing away of Sir Anerood Jugnauth former Prime Minister, does the Minister not think that it
is high time for him, as Minister, not to rely on what the Board is saying, to have recourse to
international consultants, paysagistes and other professionals at least to have a fresh look of this

garden?

Mr Gobin: We have enlisted services as | have said in my earlier answer but let us not
mix the part of the garden where we have the Samadhi and the botanical side of the garden. The
Samadbhi part is being looked into by the Committee for the construction of the Samadhi, and for
this we have the participation of the Ministry of Arts and Cultural Heritage and so many other

inputs coming from other services and departments.

For the botanical garden side, we are enlisting services, as | said, of personnel from
National Parks and Conservation Service, Forestry Service and other departments of

Government.

Mr Speaker: The Table has been advised that PQs B/494, B/461, B/496, and B/502 have

been withdrawn.
Next question!
MEDICAL ITEMS (EXPIRED) - DISPOSAL - JANUARY 2015 TO 26 APRIL 2022

(No. B/454) Dr. M. Gungapersad (Second Member for Grand'Baie & Poudre d'Or)
asked the Minister of Health and Wellness whether, in regard to expired medical items which

had to be disposed of since January 2015 to date, he will give the list thereof, indicating the —

@) quantity and cost thereof, and
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(b) mode of disposal thereof.

Dr. Jagutpal: Mr Speaker, Sir, with your permission, | will answer to both parliamentary
questions B/454 and B/457 simultaneously as they both relate to the same subject matter, that is,
pharmaceutical products.

I wish to inform the House that my Ministry stands guided by the Solid Waste
Management Division of the Ministry of Environment, Solid Waste Management and Climate
Change, for the mode of disposal of expired products as pharmaceutical products are considered
as hazardous wastes under the Standards for Hazardous Wastes Regulations 2001.

Mr Speaker, Sir, a total of 89 tonnes of pharmaceutical products expired since 2013 to
2020, were collected by the contractor, enlisted by the Solid Waste Management Division and
stored at an Interim Facility for eventual disposal. These comprised 86.6 tonnes collected from
the store of the Central Supplies Division at Pailles and the remaining 2.4 tonnes were collected

from Sunray Store at Coromandel.

65 tonnes of pharmaceutical wastes were exported by the contractor in June 2020 to a
licensed hazardous waste facility in Belgium for disposal. The facility has informed that the
wastes were destroyed in August 2020. The remaining pharmaceutical wastes are expected to be

exported by the contractor to the waste facility in Belgium by the end of June 2022 for disposal.
The estimated value for the items expired from 2013 to 2020 amounts to Rs40 m.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the main reasons which may lead to the expiry of pharmaceutical
products are —

e purchases are based on the previous year’s consumption plus an increase of
approximately 10% or upon approval of the Consultant in charge of the different

specialities, hence the prescribing patterns cannot be exactly calculated;
e there is a change in consumption trend;

e change in prescribing patterns and protocols, and then
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o late deliveries or unexpected delays in supply, leading to bridging exercises being
carried out which finally result in excess stock of pharmaceutical products

remaining unused.

Mr Speaker, Sir, as for the other parts of both questions, | am tabling the list of medicines
expired from 2013 to 2020.

As regards the list of expired drugs from 2021 to date, the list is still being compiled.

Dr. Gungapersad: Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir. In his reply, the hon. Minister has
acknowledged that a considerable amount of medical items go waste and have to be discarded
every year. Hon. Minister, is there a problem of poor planning leading to over-purchasing? And
will the hon. Minister inform the House what is the total percentage of medical items that we

purchase and which get expired annually — the percentage?

Dr. Jagutpal: Mr Speaker, Sir, let me, first, inform the House on how the quantification
of drugs to be procured is worked out in the public health sector. The procurement of
pharmaceuticals is done centrally at the hospitals and in their catchment areas, that is, the Area
Health Centres, the Community Health Centres and the Mediclinics. They send their annual
requests and annual estimates of drugs to the Central Supplies Division. And from there, at the
hospital level also, the annual requirement is worked out by the Pharmacy Store Manager and is
based on consumption of the previous year, as | have already stated, plus an increase of
approximately 10%. Now, what do they do with these figures? These figures are crosschecked
by the Pharmacist in consultation with the Consultant in charge of different Units concerned, that
is, Medical, Surgical, Gynaecology, Anaesthesiology, etc., and final estimated figures are, then,
vetted by the Regional Health Director and then submitted to the Central Supplies Division for
compilation. This is how this exercise of calculating what is the amount of drugs to be made

available for the next year is done.

Now, taking into consideration the existing stock — because still you have an existing
stock — and any outstanding orders, the figures are compiled and worked out at the Central
Supplies Division. Once this exercise is over, then a request for purchase of pharmaceuticals is

sent to the Pharmacist of Procurement Unit at the Ministry to initiate procurement process. And,
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now, once this quantification exercise is completed and budget for the purchase of
pharmaceuticals is earmarked by Finance Section. This sums up all the procedures for the

procurement.

So, it is not a question of poor planning. Be it in the private sector, it is a question of how
do you estimate the requirement that you will need for the next year. This is not an exact science
where you can exactly calculate the amount of drugs that you have to use for next year. The
estimate is based on these calculations and it is the same throughout the world. In any part of the
world, you will have a percentage of waste. Now, we can decrease the quantification but, at the
same time, do you know how difficult it would be to have these medicines on time for these
patients? And what will happen in doing bridging exercise? You will purchase these drugs ten
times higher; and that’s what has been in the Audit Report. At times, the tendency is to cut down
and buy less medication. What happens? There will be a shortage of these medications and you

will go and purchase on the local market ten times higher.

Dr. Gungapersad: Thank you, hon. Minister. Mr Speaker, Sir, — the hon. Minister just
mentioned it — in his 2020-2021 Report, the Director of Audit refers to an absence of a disposal
protocol for expired medical items. Hon. Minister, hasn’t the time come to review the way
expired pharmaceutical items, whether they are non-hazardous/non-recyclable or hazardous/non-
recyclable, and to provide relevant and adequate training to all those who are directly involved in

the handling and disposing of these expired medical items?

Dr. Jagutpal: Mr Speaker, Sir, as per my information, there is a proper guideline for
disposal of drugs, and even for drugs that are considered to be hazardous, it is regulated. So,
there is a proper guideline of disposal. There is a question of why drugs are being disposed after
being kept for a long period of time, but all this involves different procedures together with the
Ministry of Environment. After we complete all the procedures, there is a contractor who is
going to dispose of these drugs, whether it will be exported because these are hazardous drugs,
so, we have to follow the procedures involved. That is why it takes time — and that’s what was in
the Audit Report. Now, are we doing it properly? The question is: whether can we hasten the
disposal of drugs? So, that has to be worked out. Mr Speaker, Sir.

Mr Speaker: Hon. Mrs Foo Kune-Bacha!
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Mrs Foo Kune-Bacha: Merci. Chaque année des millions de roupies sont gaspillées
quand ces médicaments périmés doivent étre détruits, ce qui représente non seulement un
gaspillage des fonds publics, mais qui, a la place auraient pu étre utilisés a meilleur escient
surtout en ces temps de grandes difficultés. Puis-je demander a I’honorable ministre comment il
a I’intention de limiter ces gaspillages et améliorer la gestion des médicaments ?

Dr. Jagutpal: Mr Speaker, Sir, | believe that every Member in this House does have a
small pharmacy kit in their house, especially if they have children. And how is it possible to
calculate or to know exactly the drugs that we store at home, be it elementary drugs? It is a very
difficult exercise. And about what the hon. Member is saying about gaspillage or wasting of
drugs, do we have any method of calculating exactly what would be the quantity of drugs that
will be used? This is not possible, Mr Speaker, Sir. | have even asked for assistance from the
WHO to see whether, there is another logistic where drugs can be calculated based on size of
population and disease pattern that we have in Mauritius. It is not available. Even in advanced
countries, in European countries, it is not possible to exactly estimate the quantity of drugs
required. And now, to consider whether this is wastage, firstly, | do not agree with this. And
secondly, Mr Speaker, Sir, in Mauritius the percentage of drugs that is being wasted every year is

less than 3%.
Mr Speaker: Hon. Mrs Foo Kune-Bacha!

Mrs Foo Kune-Bacha: Merci. Le ministre peut-il nous dire quels sont les risques et les
dangers sur la santé humaine des mauvaises méthodes, des méthodes inappropriées d’élimination

des médicaments ?

Dr. Jagutpal: Mr Speaker, Sir, | do not have much knowledge about the risks but | do
know that medicines which are expired are not at all good for use, and that is why we have an
expiry date. And we have all the procedures in place for the disposal because they are considered

hazardous or toxic and we have to follow these procedures.
Mr Speaker: Next question!
Mr David: B/455!

DOCKS LOUNGE - NOISE POLLUTION - COMPLAINTS
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(No. B/455) Mr F. David (First Member for GRNW & Port Louis West) asked the
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Housing and Land Use Planning, Minister of Tourism
whether, in regard to noise pollution caused by night activities of Docks Lounge located near the
Caudan Waterfront, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the Tourism Authority,

information as to —

@ the number of complaints received from inhabitants living in the vicinity thereof,

and

(b) if the licence of the Docks Lounge has been suspended and, if so, since when and

the duration thereof and, if not, why not.

The Deputy Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, with regard to part (a) of the question, I
am informed by the Tourism Authority that one person claiming to live in the vicinity of Docks
Lounge located near Caudan Waterfront and purporting to represent a number of other

inhabitants of that locality, has addressed several complaints to the Tourism Authority.

With regard to part (b), | am informed by the Tourism Authority that the licence of
Misraim Company Limited operating a restaurant under the trade name, the Docks Lounge

Restaurant, was suspended from 21 October 2021 to 30 November 2021.

Mr David: Merci, M. le president. Entre le 18 septembre 2021 et le 18 octobre 2021, soit
un mois complet, les habitants de la localité des Salines et notamment les responsables de la
pagode Kwan Tee ont adressé, a ma connaissance, parce que je les ai vu passer — pas moins de
10 lettres ou e-mail de complaintes de pollution sonore au Premier ministre, au Premier ministre
adjoint, au ministre de I’Environnement, au Commissaire de police et a la Tourism Authority. Ils
expriment notamment leur souffrance. Puis-je demander au Premier ministre adjoint, combien de
descentes de police il y a eu au Docks Lounge et combien de contraventions ont été servies a cet
établissement par la Police de I’Environnement et la police du port depuis le début des

complaintes ?

The Deputy Prime Minister: Firstly, let me repeat what | said. | have asked that the

information be verified and according to my information, there is only one person who has
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addressed complaints to the Tourism Authority in regard to this matter. That person purports to

represent other inhabitants but no other inhabitant has written to the Tourism Authority.

Now, as regards le nombre de descentes, etc., je n’ai pas ces informations sous la main.
Evidemment, s’il y avait une question s’y référant, je pourrais obtenir et fournir tous les

renseignements a I’Assemblée.

Mr Osman Mahomed: As a matter of general principle, the licence is granted by the
Tourism Authority but noise pollution control is under the Ministry of Environment, if I'm right.
How does it work? Because at many other places, | think the case of Ebéne, where there is a very
high level of noise at night, nearby residential area and people keep complaining and so far,
nothing has been done.

The Deputy Prime Minister: Now, | am sure the hon. gentleman who is no
unexperienced parliamentarian, might care to put a relevant question concerning Ebéne to my
colleague, the Minister of Environment. This question concerns Caudan Waterfront and the
Ministry of Tourism. All | can say is that | understand from the Tourism Authority that when
they do get such complaints, they refer the matter to the Police de I’Environnement and when
considering to take action, they stand informed, inter alia, by information provided by the Police

de I’Environnement.

Mr David: Le Premier ministre adjoint a répété effectivement qu’il y a une personne qui,
je le précise a été désignée par un ensemble d’habitants comme étant leur porte-parole et il est
écrit noir sur blanc a plusieurs reprises. Au cours de I’un de ses courriers, on voit une vingtaine
de noms de famille avec les adresses et numéros de téléphone qui peuvent étre contactés a tout
moment. Au-dela de la souffrance et de I’épuisement exprimés par les habitants, ces derniers ont
la perception - je dis bien la perception - d’une impunité des exploitants du Docks Lounge et si je

me réfere a ce seul courrier du 18 octobre 2021, ils ont écrit -

"We wonder, since the restaurant is operating a discotheque illegally until early

hours, if ever it gets a certain kind of protection from the authority.”

Et je dois dire, M. le président, que la perception de ces habitants a été accentuée depuis que le

principal locataire du Docks Lounge a annoncé publiquement - nous I’avons tous vu - lors d’une
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conférence de presse le 10 février 2022, son adhésion au Mouvement Socialiste Militant. Puis-je
demander au Premier ministre adjoint la garantie devant notre Assemblée nationale qu’il n’y

aura aucune ingérence et aucune protection politique dans le traitement de cette affaire ?

The Deputy Prime Minister: Bien évidemment, M. le président. Je vous offre tout de

suite une telle garantie.
Mr Speaker: Next question!
Mr Osman Mahomed: B/456!
DRUG ADDICTS - CODEINE PHOSPHATE - ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE

(No. B/456) Mr Osman Mahomed (First Member for Port Louis South & Port Louis
Central) asked the Minister of Health and Wellness whether, in regard to the treatment of drug
addicts, he will state the proposed alternative medicine to be provided to patients who were being

treated with codeine phosphate.

Dr. Jagutpal: Mr Speaker, Sir, the Commission of Inquiry on Drug Trafficking 2018
had, amongst its recommendations, proposed that the codeine phosphate programme be stopped

since it is not evidence-based in the treatment of People Who Use Drugs.

| am informed that codeine-based treatment is not recommended in international

guidelines/researches for community-based opioid detoxification, for example —

@ the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) Guidelines, United
Kingdom;

(b) the Department of Health Guidelines, United Kingdom;
(©) the Maudsley Guidelines, UK;

(d) the World Health Organisation;

(e) the LEEDS study, and

() the Metanalysis by Carney et al, 2020.
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So, all these institutions do not advise the use of codeine phosphate.

Mr Speaker, Sir, in the above context, my Ministry informed Non-Governmental
Organisations concerned that the codeine phosphate programme is being stopped and advised

them to redirect their beneficiaries, if any, to Addiction Units and Methadone Day Care Centres.

Currently, Medical Health Officers attend to patients at Non-Governmental Organisations
in order to assess them, tailor-made treatment with respect to their needs and offer counselling to

the patients and their families.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the alternative medicines available for opioid detoxification in place of
codeine phosphate are methadone, buprenorphine (suboxone) and naltrexone which are

evidence-based and recommended by international organisations.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Opioid Substitution Therapy (OST) involves the substitution of
injecting opioid drugs with oral medication that effectively minimises craving and withdrawal
symptoms, thereby enabling People Who Inject Drugs to stop injecting drugs. In Mauritius, it is
the Methadone Substitution Therapy (MST).

Heroin detoxification is carried out using reduced doses of Suboxone over a 2-week

period to help people with heroin dependence achieve a drug free lifestyle.

Mr Speaker, Sir, over and above the treatments provided, psychosocial care is provided to
complement the pharmacological management offered by specialist doctors and their multi-
disciplinary team, guided by evidence-based treatment and international best practices.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | wish to reassure the House that my Ministry is fully committed to
ensure that adequate treatment is offered to patients to suit their individual needs and to

rehabilitate them. Thank you.

Mr Osman Mahomed: Thank you. My question pertains to young people newly
addicted to heroin. The NGOs had a treatment programme for them to which they were quite
receptive. Now that the use of codeine sulphate has been ceased, has the Ministry noticed an

increase in the permanent addiction to heroin 