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MAURITIUS

Seventh National Assembly

Debate No. 16 of 2022

Sitting of Saturday 18 June 2022

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Port Louis, at 10.30 a.m.

The National Anthem was played

(Mr Speaker in the Chair)



PAPERS LAID

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, the Papers have been laid on the Table.

Prime Minister’s Office
Ministry of Defence, Home Affairs and External Communications

Ministry for Rodrigues, Outer Islands and Territorial Integrity

The Independent Broadcasting Authority (Licence Fees) (Amendment) Regulations 2022.
(Government Notice No. 146 of 2022)



MOTION
SUSPENSION OF S. O. 10(2)

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, | beg to move that all the business on today’s
Order Paper be exempted from the provisions of paragraph (2) of Standing Order 10.

The Deputy Prime Minister seconded.
Question put and agreed to.
PUBLIC BILL
Second Reading
THE APPROPRIATION (2022-2023) BILL 2022
(No. IX of 2022)

Order read for resuming adjourned debate on the Second Reading of the Appropriation
(2022-2023) Bill 2022 (No. 1X of 2022).

Question again proposed.
(10.37 a.m.)

The Vice-Prime Minister, Minister of Education, Tertiary Education, Science and
Technology (Mrs L. D. Dookun-Luchoomun): Mr Speaker, Sir, allow me, first, to congratulate
my colleague the hon. Minister of Finance for having identified the appropriate strategies and the
right mix of policies for the well-being of our people as well as for ensuring the sustainability of

the economic prosperity of our country.

Mr Speaker, Sir, this budget focuses on three strategic areas: inclusiveness, restoring the
purchasing power, stimulation of economic growth and concurrent resilience building. It also
places people, our people, at the centre of our strategy. I reiterate that we need to congratulate the

Minister of Finance for the measures which primarily target the neediest.

Mr Speaker, Sir, we all know what the outcry has been; fundamentally, people have been
complaining about their eroding purchasing power, and this budget responds to that
apprehension. There are so many measures targeted at curbing rising prices, leaving much more

resources in the hands of people. In fact, the list is quite exhaustive —
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o subsidy on basic commaodities: flour, rice, milk, cooking gas;
o more than 20% increase in respect of social aids;

o incentives in respect of private home investment with a refund of up to 5% of the

loan amount up to a maximum of half a million rupees;

o termination of the Municipal tax, widening the scope for households to save and

increase their purchasing power, and
o without forgetting the 13,000 social housing units to be constructed.
That is just part of the list, Mr Speaker, Sir.

Let me reiterate, Mr Speaker, Sir, that our people and responding to their concerns, are at
the very heart of this year’s budget. M. le président, le budget démontre clairement que les
préoccupations du peuple mauricien, leur intérét, demeurent la priorité primaire de ce

gouvernement. L’accent a aussi été mis sur I’investissement et la croissance économique.

Never before, Mr Speaker, Sir, has so much support been given to boost the production of
goods and services. Incentives and measures taken will inevitably have a ripple effect on
economic growth. | strongly believe in the soundness of boosting local primary sector output as
well as the reemergence of the tea sector. All these will palliate the threat of food crisis. M. le
président, le pble de la transformation des fruits sera également bénéfique; the rebate on freight
cost to enterprises involved in exports. All these, Mr Speaker, Sir, show how considerate the

Minister of Finance has been.

If you listen to the echoes that reach us from outside, Mr Speaker, Sir, you will get only
positive vibes which unfortunately does not seem to be the case for some on the other side of the
House. What is true, nevertheless, is that my colleague Minister has now come up avec brio with
a balancing act; he has ably reconciled the necessity of easing the burden of the average family
and improving its purchasing power while simultaneously laying out the ecosystem for a post-

pandemic economic take-off.

M. le président, je présume que le mal étre de nos collegues de I’Opposition releve
précisément du fait qu’ils n’arrivent pas a digérer ce tour de force qui est beyond expectations.

To add insult to injury, Mr Speaker, Sir, ils nous réclament a cor et a cri qu’on retourne au
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peuple le pouvoir d’achat. Mais c’est justement ce qu’on fait! C’est justement ce que nous

sommes en train de faire, M. le président. Alors pourquoi ne pas le reconnaitre ?

M. le president, permettez-moi d’exprimer aujourd’hui mon étonnement, mon
incompréhension vis-a-vis I’attitude et les propos des membres de I’autre coté de la Chambre par
rapport aux mesures budgétaires annoncées par I’honorable Dr. Padayachy. A les entendre, on
dirait qu’ils vivent dans une bulle ; qu’ils sont tout a fait inconscients des défis multiples que le
monde dans son ensemble a fait face durant ces deux derniéres années. Nous savons tous que le
double choc, la pandémie et la guerre en Ukraine ont perturbé la vie des peuples a travers le
monde. Mais les membres de I’Opposition donnent I’impression qu’ils ne sont pas du tout au
courant de ces difficultés encourues par les gens. Sont-ils si déconnectés que cela, si deconnectés
de la réalité, M. le président? Ou font-ils semblant ? En fait, la vérité c’est que le budget
Padayachy les a mis hors-jeu; ils sont abasourdis et ne savent plus quoi faire ; ils ont perdu leurs
reperes, les arguments qu’ils avancent sont fades, blémes, sans conviction et souvent
contradictoire comme I’a si bien fait ressortir hier I’honorable Dr. Husnoo lors de son
intervention. Le budget a été au-dela de I’attente des gens et surtout de celle des membres de
I’autre c6té de la Chambre.

Mr Speaker, Sir, this Government led by hon. Pravind Kumar Jugnauth, our Prime
Minister, has taken a series of measures to ensure the protection and wellbeing of the people of
the Republic of Mauritius. Je ne parlerai pas des mesures prises pour accompagner le peuple
mauricien durant la pandémie, le confinement ou encore les mesures prises pour assurer la
protection du peuple mauricien que ce soit en termes de vaccins, ou de médicaments ; je ne
parlerai pas de tout I’effort mis pour assurer que les personnes agées, les jeunes a I’école soient
vaccinés. Mais M. le président, il est bon de noter aussi que le ministre des Finances a su
satisfaire les besoins du peuple, surtout les plus vulnérables, en apportant le soutien si nécessaire
dans ces moments difficiles tout en assurant la relance de I’économie a travers des mesures

concrétes pour stimuler la croissance.

A travers ce troisieme budget, I’honorable ministre des Finances a été fortement applaudi
et d’ailleurs nous savons bien qu’il a été nommé le meilleur ministre des Finances du continent

africain et nous lui en félicitons. M. le président, permettez que je cerne I’aspect concernant les
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allocations. Cela dans le but d’éclairer la lanterne de nos amis de I’Opposition qui ont une

fixation sur le pouvoir d’achat.

Faisons les comptes, M. le président, 350,000 personnes percevront une allocation
mensuelle de R 1,000 soit plus d’un quart de la population. 300,000 personnes verront leurs
prestations de retraite augmenter. En termes de foyers qui sont exemptés de la taxe municipale
sur leur résidence, 110,000 familles en seront les bénéficiaires. 100,000 de nos contribuables
paieront moins d’impéts et se retrouveront avec un supplément de ressources financieres a leur

disposition et cela impactera certainement positivement sur le pouvoir d’achat.

M. le président, prétendre que le Budget n’apporte aucune aide a la population reléve de
la démagogie pure et simple. Et c’est indéniable, peu importe ce que I’Opposition veut faire

croire, ce budget a créé un feel good factor et la population est nettement consciente de cela.

Je disais tout a I’heure, M. le président, que le Budget a pris en compte I’écosystéme
humain, le bien-étre de la population, une amélioration de la qualité de vie. Que ce soit le service
de santé, que ce soit le systeme moderne de transport, le gouvernement a toujours mis I’étre
humain au centre de son action. Ces mesures viennent s’ajouter bien sdres aux facilités,

assistances et subventions que les familles recoivent deja.

Aujourd’hui, ce gouvernement a assuré que I’éducation est réellement gratuite, du
primaire au tertiaire: I’enseignement supérieur gratuit ; les manuels scolaires gratuits ; les frais
d’examens gratuits. Et 13, je voudrais quand méme attirer I’attention de cette auguste Assemblée
sur la vision de notre Premier ministre. Et je dois dire que c’est lui qui a toujours souligné que
I’argent ou les moyens ne devraient pas étre une barriere dans I’avancement des jeunes
mauriciens. Des notre arrivée au gouvernement 2014, il s’est assuré qu’on redonne les subsides
sur les frais d’examen. Et sachez, M. le président, que le montant que le gouvernement contribue

pour les frais d’examens tourne autour de R 300 millions annuellement.

M. le président, nous ne sommes pas arrétés a cela. Je viens de le dire ; I’enseignement
supérieur gratuit codte a I’Etat R 600 millions. Mais qu’avons-nous fait ? Le Premier ministre,
dans sa vision, a voulu démocratiser I’acces a I’enseignement supérieur. Et, aujourd’hui, plus de

familles peuvent envoyer les enfants continuer leurs études dans nos universités.



13

M. le président, peut-étre que je devrais faire ressortir aux jeunes parlementaires qui peut-
étre ne sauraient pas comment la situation était il y a quelques années de cela. Vous savez, dans
les familles il fallait attendre qu’un éléve puisse compléter ses études, prendre part aux examens.
L’année ou I’'un des enfants avait pris part aux examens de Cambridge, I’autre enfant devait
attendre. 1l sacrifiait une année de leurs études parce que les parents n’avaient pas les moyens de
payer les frais d’examens. Mais ce gouvernement-ci, M. le président, a assuré que les éleves, que

les jeunes mauriciens puissent continuer leurs études en toute quiétude.

Parlons des manuels scolaires, M. le président. Depuis notre arrivée en 2019, nous avons
assuré que les manuels scolaires des Grade 1 a 9 soient gratuits et cela colte plus de R 100
millions & I’Etat. M. le président, on ne peut oublier la déduction de I’ordre de R 500,000 par

enfant pour ceux qui ont des enfants a I’université.

M. le président, la baisse des imp6ts de 15% a 10% - I’imp0t a été reéduit pour les familles
dont les revenus mensuels ne dépassent pas les R 50,000. The State, Mr Speaker, Sir, is ensuring

that more resources remain with the people to cater for their needs.

M. le président, je voudrais la faire ressortir que ces gens qui sont en train de nous pointer
du doigt sont les mémes qui avaient enlevé toutes ces facilités des jeunes de la République. Je ne
reviendrai pas sur les propos qu’ont déja tenus mes amis sur le fait que certains avaient méme
trouvé que ca codtait trop & I’Etat d’offrir un pain dans les écoles pour nos enfants. M. le
président, que ce serait-il passé si le gouvernement n’avait pas pris toutes ces initiatives depuis

I’arrivée au pouvoir en 2015 ?

M. le président, a travers le monde, la situation créée par la pandémie, par la guerre, a
donné lieu a beaucoup de défis and governments across the world have developed coping

strategies, Mr Speaker, Sir.

But this Government, Mr Speaker, Sir, under the able leadership and guidance of our
Prime Minister, hon. Pravind Kumar Jugnauth, has been unflagging in its determination to have a
prompt and effective response. And Government initiated such a large number of proactive and
interim actions that were instrumental in the containment of the pandemic and reversing its
spiralling consequences. Today, despite the toll of the pandemic and the war, all forecasts point

to—
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Q) a reduction in unemployment from 9.1% last year to 7.8%);

(i) aboost in the exports of goods and services slated to reach Rs169 billion;

(iii)  anincrease in investment rate to 21.2% of GDP;

(iv)  ajump in FDI as well as in tourist arrivals reaching up to 1 million this year;

(v) a declining public sector debt.
And this is not all, Mr Speaker, Sir. The GDP is expected to exceed its pre-pandemic level to
reach Rs520 billion by 2022 as against Rs465 billion in 2021. Mind you, such figures are not
being pulled from a conjurer’s act. They come from the forecast of the International Monetary
Fund.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Ministry of Finance has rightly chosen the theme of the Budget to be
‘With the people, For the people’. He transcribes this into reality. Allow me to refer to just a few
of those measure, Mr Speaker, Sir. | have already mentioned the provision of subsidies, the price
control and certain essentials, the regressive mark-up regime for pharmaceutical products which
will also prove to be a timeous measure, especially for the elderly. These measures, Mr Speaker,
Sir, will have a highly positive pay off for everybody. And what | should add with regard to the
increase in old age pension, is that the very people who have been telling us again and again that
we should not increase the pension, in 2014, they were saying that it is unsustainable; in 2019,
they were saying that we were bluffers. And today, Mr Speaker, Sir, we have done it without

increasing taxes. And we have shown to them that we act differently.

Mr Speaker, Sir, we did not stop at the old age pension. All basic pensions have
increased. The invalidity pension will also no longer be accounted as revenue for the purpose of

tax computation.

M. le président, il ne faut pas oublier, ces gens qui nous disaient qu’il ne fallait pas
augmenter la pension de vieillesse et, aujourd’hui, nous sommes fiers de dire que la pension de
vieillesse est passée de R 3,623 en 2014 a R 11,000 en juillet 2022; ces mémes personnes sont
maintenant, they have the cheek, Mr Speaker, Sir, of coming and saying: * Trop peu; trop tard,;
fallait donner plus; ce n’est pas assez’ et j’en passe. M. le président, les personnes agées ont
toujours eu une attention spéciale et une considération particuliere de ce gouvernement car nous

croyons et nous reconnaissons leurs contributions dans le développement de notre ile.
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M. le président, ce qui sont sur le Social Register of Mauritius, eux aussi, nous savons
qu’il y a eu une augmentation sur toutes les prestations sociales pour ceux qui sont sur le registre

que ce soit le Child Allowance, les subsistance allowance et autres.

Mr Speaker, Sir, we all recall the loud and prolonged table thumping that reverberated
across this Assembly when the Minister announced the tax rebates or again the abolition of the
Municipal Tax on the family home for some 110,000 families. Mais que disaient les gens de
I’Opposition ? Qu’on aurait dd venir avec les taxes rurales. Mais, M. le président, nous, nous
avons cesseé I’histoire de ‘us against them’, ville contre village, et aujourd’hui nous avons trouvé

la formule qui marche.

M. le président, pendant que tous les indicateurs laissent clairement comprendre que la
situation revient a la normale, que I’optimisme est de rigueur, méme pour les institutions
internationales d’ailleurs, certains de I’autre coté de la Chambre parlent de worsening economic

situation, de money illusion. Allez-comprendre, M. le président.

Certains disaient méme qu’on allait subir le méme sort que le Sri Lanka ou la Grece, c’est

tout ce qu’ils trouvent a dire, M. le président, les oiseaux de mauvais augure.

Mr Speaker, Sir, it has been a deep rooted philosophy in the MSM Party, a Party to which
I am proud to belong, a Party which has always believed that we should first stimulate growth,
create employment, increase the size of the national cake and redistribute it such that everyone
gets a fair share and deservedly so. That, Mr Speaker, Sir, is what inclusive growth is all about.
The Budget is dictated by the economic imperative and conviction that this Government will

leave no one behind, Mr Speaker, Sir.

Mr Speaker, Sir, I will make it a point to stress that all the above benefits that will accrue
to our citizens, especially those who are the most vulnerable ones, will be supplementing what
already obtains under our Welfare State. We are in fact consolidating the Welfare State, ensuring
that all citizens have a fair deal and | dare believe our Welfare State is one of its kind, if not,
unique in this part of the world. We want, Mr Speaker, Sir, the rising tide to lift all vessels, boats

and ships alike!

Let me, Mr Speaker, Sir, now turn to the education sector. The Budget 2022-2023 has a

direct allocation that stands at Rs18.3 billion for the sector. Accordingly there is a clear
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recognition that education is the key to our development agenda. It also recognises that
investments in human capital should be sustained since every child of the Republic has to grow

into a productive citizen contributing positively to the emancipation of society.

The direct budget allocation for this financial year which stands at Rs18.3 billion will
allow us to do so. The fundamental notion of equity is inbuilt in the education sector. The hon.
Minister of Finance does recognise this, keeping in view, the sustained investment he has been

making in education over the years.

Mr Speaker, Sir, with your permission, | will briefly expatiate on a number of major
thrust areas that this Budget supports and propels. In the pole position is the consolidation of the
free education. Je viens de le dire, M. le président, nous avons bouclé la boucle en ce qui
concerne I’éducation gratuite a tous les niveaux de I’éducation incluant I’enseignement

supérieur.

Allow me, at this stage, to express my sincere gratitude to the Minister of Finance for the
introduction of two additional scholarships on the economic side under the Sir Anerood Jugnauth
National Scholarship Scheme. | am also grateful, obviously, for this recognition of the incredible
achievements of the late Sir Anerood Jugnauth, a stalwart in his own right and who rightly again,
is acknowledged as the Father of the economic development of the country. But | am also deeply
grateful for the acknowledgement because it is thanks to him and his mentoring that I am in the
political arena today. The scholarships can hence be seen as a tribute to and as a symbolic token
of the motivation and incentivization that he has given to so many young persons as they
embarked on their professional careers. On both counts, | believe that the scholarships for the
first girl and first boy student in the economic strand will throw into relief the paramount
necessity for hard work, perseverance and determination; qualities that Sir Anerood clearly

exemplified in his lifetime and that we want to sustain in our system.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the second thrust area is the advancement of the educational reform
programme we had embarked on upon since 2015. | will not go back to the number of
transformations that has been successfully brought to the sector. | have had the opportunity to
highlight many of them through responses to PQs. The results are there for all to see. Mr
Speaker, Sir, 1 will not dwell on the long list of infrastructural projects, constructions, extension

and upgrading to be undertaken in primary and secondary schools. Suffice it to say that
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Government will continue to invest in building infrastructures in schools to enhance the learning

and physical environment; around Rs350 m. has been provided in this Budget for that purpose.

M. le président, permettez-moi a ce stade de répondre aux propos de I’honorable Dr.
Gungapersad. L’honorable Dr. Gungapersad durant son intervention avait fait mention des
gymnases qu’il attendait sans cesse. Je voudrais attirer son attention, M. le président, que nous au
ministére, nous dans ce gouvernement, nous pensons a I’éducation comme un ensemble et aussi a
tous les enfants de la République ; qu’ils habitent le nord, le sud, I’est ou I’ouest, sont nos
enfants. Je n’ai pas trop compris ce qu’il voulait dire a plusieurs reprises 4 a 14. Je présume qu’il
faisait allusion aux circonscriptions 4 a 14. Est-ce que Dr. Gungapersad, qui a plusieurs reprises
durant son intervention, nous a rappelé qu’il a été recteur, chef d’établissement scolaire ? Est-ce
que lui, quand il parle des enfants du pays, il parle des enfants du pays en tant que des enfants de
telle ou telle circonscription ? L’honorable Dr. Gungapersad, a plusieurs reprises durant son
intervention, nous a rappelé qu’il a été lui, chef d’établissement d’un college MGI, qu’il a trouvé
le travail certes difficile, mais qu’il a été chef de département, chef d’établissement scolaire. 1l a
trouvé bon de venir dire dans cette Assemblée que nous sommes en train de regarder certaines
écoles et pas les autres. J’ai la liste, M. le président, et je lui demanderai d’aller voir dans the

Estimates quelles sont les écoles, qu’est-ce que nous sommes en train de faire.

Nous avons récemment construit des gymnases a Quartier Militaire, a Riviere du
Rempart, a Pailles, a Vacoas. Mais M. le président, est-ce que Dr. Gungapersad Vvérifie ses dires
avant de venir dire des choses dans cette auguste Assemblée ? Je lui demanderai en tant que chef
d’établissement scolaire de transmettre les valeurs aux jeunes et de réaliser qu’on ne vient pas

débiter n’importe quoi dans cette Assemblée sans avoir verifie ses faits.

Dr. Gungapersad nous disait que la HRDC est en train de donner des stipend aux jeunes
pour qu’ils aillent se former et il se fait porte-parole de certains éléves qui sont venus lui dire
qu’au lieu d’avoir R 10,000, ils n’ont recu que R 4,000. M. le président, est-ce que
Dr. Gungapersad a pris la peine de vérifier qu’est-ce qui s’est passé ? C’est vrai qu’il y a un
stipend de R 10,000, mais il faut aussi étre présent I’école, étre présent pour la formation pour
recevoir ce stipend. Et le paiement se fait par pro rata. Si au lieu de venir encourager les jeunes

d’aller vers ces formations et d’aller profiter de cela, il est en train de dire que ce sont des
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promesses. Mais enfin ! 1l faut étre responsable. Quand on aspire a étre celui qui s’occupera du

portfolio de I’éducation, on doit démontrer un peu plus de grandeur d’ame, M. le président.

M. le président, il a été plus loin, et je dois dire j’étais choquée par la facon dont il a
parlé, avec I’agressivité que I’honorable Ms Ramyad a bien fait ressortir, qui n’est pas digne
d’une personne qui est supposée d’étre imbue des Gandhian principles, venant d’un MGI. Il n’a
pas demontreé de la patience et pas du tout. Il ne sait pas que pour venir avec un gymnase, il nous
faut avant tout que les officiers du MNI puissent travailler les spécifications, venir avec les
designs, et finalement les tender procedures. La patience est une vertu que I’on doit surtout
garder, M. le président.

Il y a quelque chose d’autre qu’il a dit que je trouve vraiment inconcevable. Quelqu’un
qui a été dans le secteur éducatif, quelqu’un qui a été responsable de I’éducation de nos enfants,
il est venu a I’Assemblée, venir dire qu’il y a eu un leakage du papier de PSAC que les éleves
vont composer en aolt. M. le président, est-ce qu’il a pensé aux enfants ? Il a voulu venir créer
des doutes dans la téte des gens, et je trouve que c’est terrible, vraiment inacceptable, venant

d’un honorable membre de cette Assemblée, venir dire ici que les papiers ont été leaked.

M. le président, si jamais il y a eu des gens who attempted to get information and when
this became known, la MES a pris les dispositions qu’il fallait. All confidential information that
could have been compromised, have been put aside. Il parle de leakage de papiers, on n’a méme
pas encore envoye les documents en Angleterre ou les papiers sont printed. Mais enfin, venir
créer des doutes, venir pointer du doigt a une institution ! Il a pris la peine de venir nous lire la

lettre qu’il a écrit a la MES apres les examens pendant la pandémie.

M. le président, on a oublié ce qu’il disait aux gens autour quand on avait les examens?
Quand on a pris la décision d’étendre I’année scolaire, quand on a pris la décision de renvoyer
les examens, il disait toutes sortes de choses. Il allait sur les réseaux sociaux, critiquer. Et I3,
aujourd’hui, il vient dire qu’il avait écrit une lettre pour remercier la MES pour le bon travail
effectué. Mais franchement ! M. le président, quand on vient dire des choses pareilles, est-ce
qu’on a a cceur I’intérét des enfants ? Ces enfants-la vont prendre les examens en Aodt. Est-ce
qu’on vient les reconforter ? Est-ce que c’est ¢ca qu’on s’attend d’une personne qui ne cesse de
nous dire qu’il a eté chef d’établissement, et qu’il sait comment le travail doit se faire ? 1l vient

nous pointer du doigt ? Impensable, M. le président !
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Franchement, MES leakage ! C’est vrai, il y a eu quelqu’un qui a essaye d’entrer dans les
données, mais faites bien attention, la MES a pris les dispositions qu’il fallait. Et, tout de suite,
on a agi. Eh bien, alors, est ce qu’on va dire aux enfants qui vont prendre les examens qu’il y a
eu leakage de papier ? On va le mettre sur les journaux ? On va créer des doutes ? On va pointer
du doigt une institution ? Et, j’ai entendu I’honorable Juman a la radio ce matin qui disait que la
directrice est toujours la. Mais enfin, franchement ! En tout cas, ces gens-la devraient faire une

introspection.
(Interruptions)
Mr Speaker: Order!

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Je leur demande de bien réfléchir et de voir comment est-ce
qu’ils réagissent ? Est-ce que ce sont la les valeurs qu’ils veulent transmettre ? Et, quand on les
écoute ici a I’Assemblée nationale, ils sont toujours en train de nous pointer du doigt. Ils sont

tous les donneurs de legons !

M. le président, il est venu nous parler des psychologues. Sachez que dans le budget de
I’année derniére, nous avions prévu le recrutement de 34 psychologues. Pendant qu’il parlait ici,
il y avait 18 psychologues qui avaient déja leur lettre en main pour venir se joindre au ministére

de I’éducation, appart des 34 que nous avons déja.

M. le président, on ne vient pas dire n’importe quoi ici. Nous sommes des gens qui
travaillent; tout ce que nous avions prévu dans notre programme électoral, nous les avons

implémentés.

M. le président, je ne vais pas m’attarder plus longuement sur ce type, parce que
franchement, je m’attendais a ce qu’il démontre beaucoup plus de hauteur lorsqu’il est devenu

député dans I’ Assemblée. J’espére qu’il est conscient of the damage caused to our students.

Mr Speaker, Sir, let me come back to what | was saying earlier. When we talk about
education sector, we talk about the infrastructure certainly, but we also talk about the software. |
said | did not want to go over everything that we have done, but we have been collaborating with
the Ministry of Youth and Sports. We have been collaborating with institutions and today, we
can proudly say that 14,000 students of Grade 4 have all been trained in swimming, la nation

scolaire est une vérité aujourd’hui dans nos écoles. We have more than 10,000 students who
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engaged in after school sports activities. We are not stopping there. We have introduced the
Outdoor Education Programmes that we would do in collaboration with the Ministry of Youth
and Sports, and the Mauritius Sports Council. We want our young people to grow and to really
become productive citizens, and we want them to be vraiment bien dans leurs peaux. These are
various forms of the software part that | am talking about. In the first place, no education system
can operate without an investment on constant deskilling and reskilling of teachers and school
leaders. Nous avons créé une plateforme d’échange pour les professionnels de I’éducation. The
academy for education professionals est déja en ceuvre.

I am pleased to highlight that the Budget makes provision for funds that will help to
initiate capacity-building programmes to facilitate sharing and good practices, through our
academy for education professionals. | also welcome the initiative in the Budget for the
passeport culture to be provided to youths aged between 15 and 25 years old for the purchase of
books, musical and sports equipment, as well as arts and cultural activities. This is a major
component of the reform in the education system. It ensures the overall development of the child

and creates opportunities for talents to be exhibited and tapped.

This is also a tacit recognition that the consolidation of the reform programme depends
heavily on an inter-ministerial and inter-institution of partnership, and collaboration that has
always characterised my Ministry. In the domain of digital learning, that also, hon. Dr.
Gungapersad pointed out. | wish to draw his attention and that of the House that the Ministry of
Information Technology, Communication and Innovation has already awarded the contract for

the provision of high speed connectivity in 155 secondary schools.

Mr Speaker, Sir, who can possibly question the reliance upon information technology in
practically all sectors in todays’ world. Whether it is a world of work, the world of leisure, the
world of social interaction, we are all aware of the extent to which EDTECH proved to be a

powerful and invaluable partner when schools had closed down due to the pandemic.

In fact, we have a feeling that it is fast gaining ground today, and that instead of
provoking exclusion EDTECH rather opens up new opportunities for inclusion in teaching and
learning. The ‘how’ is easy to answer. For one thing EDTECH carries with it the concept
anytime, anywhere learning. For another, it has shown the efficacy in assisting learners with

disabilities, and for encouraging personalized learning. This has proved to be the case in
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Mauritius, as well, which incidentally explains our investment in technology in schools and for
learners with disabilities. | strongly believe that our educational processes can be enriched by
technology, and certainly it plays a highly contributory role in improving learning. Blended
learning, Mr Speaker, Sir, is a new name of the educational game and we cannot afford to miss
the boat. Obviously, EDTECH in school is not something of a novelty in education institutions;

my Ministry has been investing massively in it.

D’ailleurs, on envisage méme de travailler avec les partenaires étrangers pour la
formation de nos professionnels dans ce domaine. Ce qui est important a retenir, M. le président,
c’est le fait que nous n’avons pas été forcés par la pandémie pour tourner vers la numérisation.
En effet, le Student Support Portal, donc I’apport a été probant durant la pandémie, a été créé
bien avant que celle-ci ne fasse surface. Personne n’avait alors réalisé I’importance capitale de ce

portail numérique.

Dés 2017, M. le président, nous avons un portail numérique qui permet aux jeunes
d’avoir acceés a des lecons. Et cela nous a été d’une grande aide pendant la pandémie. La méme
chose s’applique au Early Digital Learning Programme. Le nombre de fois que les membres de
I’ Assemblée nous blament de ne pas éliminer I’inégalité et I’iniquité dans le system éducatif. On
parle de digital divide, laissant certains apprenants hors du circuit. Mais, c’est précisément dans
cet esprit qu’on a investi dans le Early Digital Leaning Project. Dés leurs arrives a I’ecole, ils
sont exposés a la technologie. Et mon collegue, I’honorable Mme Jeewa-Daureeawoo a aussi
porté son aide pour les enfants durant la pandémie et on a aussi dit qu’elle est venue avec des

tablettes qu’on a remises aux eleves qui, dont les parents sont sur le Social Register.

The Early Digital Learning Project that had initially been initiated at the lower primary
level, is now being rolled down to cover the entire primary education cycle. And for this
purpose, | am pleased that an amount of Rs360 m. has been made available in the current Budget

for that purpose.

Mr Speaker, Sir, we cannot rest on our laurels. It is important for us to benchmark our
education system against international standards. | am consequently highly appreciated of the
provision made in this Budget for Mauritius to participate in the 2024 edition of Programme for
International Student Assessment (PISA). This is a worldwide learning assessment of the OECD.

As the House certainly knows, PISA is an international assessment that measures competencies
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in three major domains of study namely, reading, mathematics and science. The focus is on the
capability of 15-year-old students to think critically and apply their knowledge, creatively in
other context. We have also been laying emphasis on the study of STEM, Science Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics, and we know that it is extremely vital for a country to innovate,

improve its productivity and bring about social uplift and STEM will help in that.

Again the pandemic has shown us how important science can be and hence interest in
these subjects should constantly be buoyed and sustained. Here, I must express my appreciation
for the tremendous work and the role played by the Rajiv Gandhi Science Centre in popularising
the uptake of science by youth. The Centre has established strong partnership with international

bodies and institutions and such partnerships are paying rich dividend.

Mr Speaker, Sir, let me come to another area which is very dear to me, that of technical
and technology education. We have now come to the next stage of our reform agenda where our
focus has to be on the technical and technology education. Mr Speaker, Sir in an ever-changing
technological landscape, in addition to knowledge, learners are required to acquire a set of skills
and that is today’s new currency for learning and development but as importantly these skills and
competencies have to be future proof given the dynamism and the fast evolving workplace.

What are the skills set that we are looking for? Creativity and innovation skills certainly
but also higher order skills such as critical thinking, problem-solving, digital literacy, soft skills
like flexibility, adaptability as well as social and pluricultural skills. We know that countries like
Singapore, South Korea, Germany, Finland have gradually adapted their education and training
systems to the needs of the day. They are channelling around 50% of their upper secondary
education population to technical and technology education. This is particularly timeous when
such key economic sectors like creative industry, healthcare, Freeport, logistics, ICT and life

science, amongst others, are fast gaining prominence.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | am pleased to announce that we are transforming the technical and
technology education sector in Mauritius. We will need to address the high skills’ needs of the
country by creating more opportunities especially pathways for students to pursue studies in
technical and technology education. This will see a transformation of the entire technical

education landscape.
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The Polytechnics Mauritius Ltd (PML) has already identified its niche, semi-professional
areas and is operating in full swing despite its brief history. Its students’ population has today
reached 3,200 and is diversely represented comprising as it does of Mauritians, Rodriguans and
African learners. We know that PML has been a success story. We know also that the Institute of
Technical Education and Technology is called upon to deliver post Grade 11 demand driven
quality technical and technology education courses. To round off the whole exercise, we are now

in the process of diversifying the education offering at Grades 10 and 11.

This will be a new, credible, coherent and high-quality learning pathway that promotes
learner achievement towards skills for the future. This pathway will be an attractive and alternate
one so that students may choose between the general or the technology education. I will stress
the fact that this technology education pathway will be of equal standard and repute with the

general education.

To guarantee the process Mr Speaker, Sir, we are embarking on a venture that will have
major long-term impacts on the systemic transformation of education. The House will recall the
decision conveyed in this very Assembly regarding the establishment of the National
Examination Board to be affiliated to the University of Mauritius. This Board will set the
examination standards and have the responsibility for the award of the qualifications at

secondary level for kreol morisien. The same will apply to the technology education.

Mr Speaker, Sir, this represents a major landmark in our education. Allow me to add that
Mauritius is going further in its reform to rebrand and modernise technical and technological
education. Mauritius has to address the demand for the fifth industrial revolution and the future

of work and jobs.

Mr Speaker, Sir, a few words on higher education. Major actions are underway to
develop Mauritius into a knowledge hub. To increase credibility and visibility, we must have a
robust framework, sound quality assurance mechanism and effective and efficient funding
mechanism to steer and monitor performance in the sector. Thus, the Higher Education
Commission is in place for registration of private higher education institutions and accreditation
programs for both the public and private education institutions. Furthermore, to facilitate

mobility of students, a credit transfer system is being adopted.
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Let me also add that we are implementing a common admission platform and a Learner
Management System and also providing for the students’ accommodation facilities the hall of
residence at Cote D’Or for students of both private and public institutions in line with our vision
to attract more international students. Moreover, this year the principle of equity has also led to
the waving of the Administrative fee for students from families under the SRM. This will also

apply for full-time courses at the MITD as well as other recognised public tertiary institutions.

Mr Speaker, Sir, let me close this part and take up the next area which relates to the
panoply of measures for the pre-primary and SEN sector. We have said that the Budget is one
about inclusion. The hon. Minister of Finance has been kind enough to listen to my earnest
request to go the extra mile for those who militate for the well-being of our SEN learners. Let me
highlight the grant of Rs100,000 for repairs and renovation of buildings and further funds of
Rs50,000 for the purchase of equipment and pedagogical tools and materials.

Further, the DBM will now provide a loan at a concessionary rate for the upgrading and
embellishment of Special Education Needs school infrastructure. Meals will also be provided to
all students in Special Education Needs Schools irrespective of their age and | am sure that the
SeDEC and other NGOs will equally appreciate the increase in their grant to a tune of Rs155 m.

Mr Speaker, Sir, we are also coming up with Standardised Individual Education Plan that
has been designed and validated by the Paramedical team. We are also ensuring the continuous
professional development of all staff in Special Education Needs Schools and as a caring
Government, we have also seen to it that transport facilities be provided to all Special Education
Needs learners irrespective of their age. This is a long awaited measure and we are certainly
facilitating the conveyance of these learners as well as alleviate accessibly and mobility

restrictions encountered by many families.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Special Educational Needs sector has been fully supported in this

Budget and this is a huge step towards inclusion.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the early childhood sector is an extremely important one and in fact we
should really think and should really be talking about a triple dividend benefit of investing in the
early childhood sector. There is a global recognition of the importance to be attached to this
subsector and we know that everybody recognizes it including UNICEF that investing in early

childhood development is one of the most cost efficient and powerful strategies to achieve fair
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and sustainable development and accordingly, | have to thank the hon. Minister of Finance for
the funds provided. A one-off grant of Rs6,250,000 has been earmarked to support the private
pre-primary schools.

New pre-primary schools are being set up at Le Morne, at Mont Ory. Some R95 m. will
also go towards that monthly per capita grant for children attending private pre-primary schools.
The ECCEA equipped teachers and its own personnel with innovative knowledge, deep research,

oriented skills.

Mr Speaker, Sir, we have been talking about holistic development of children. We have
ensured that children manage to get what they need to get at school, that when we go to school,
we don’t look at the uni-dimensional person but we want them to develop all their competencies.
We want them not only de reussir dans leur vie mais aussi de réussir leur vie. | am sorry, Mr
Speaker, Sir, we have not embarked on a major reform in education just to witness people

emerging out of the system showing unidimensional features only.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | will not go any further, but I would just like to answer a few more
things that have been stated here. We have been talking about violence in schools. Violence in
school is a reflection of society and we are taking steps at the level of schools. We have come up
with programmes such as la gestion des emotions. We have a new directorate which relates to
health and wellness. We are taking measures to try to help students get over and to cope with
stress. We have our department for counselling, and everything is being done to help our
students. Mr Speaker, Sir, | have just stated, we have increased the number of psychologists

attached to the Ministry.

Before ending, | will fail in my duty if | do not take up the points raised by the hon.
Leader of the Opposition. Mr Speaker, Sir, he had during his intervention stated a few things that
I need to reply to.

Il est venu dire, M. le président, que le ministere démontre une méchanceté vis-a-vis les
écoles secondaires privées. Et que nous ne sommes pas en train de leur donner suffisamment de
ressources, nous sommes en train de les forcer vers la médiocrité, et en resserrant leur budget,

nous les poussons vers la médiocrité. M. le président, je voudrais faire ressortir une chose.

Voila ce qu’il avait a dire —
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« La situation est grave. Il y a un manque aigu de financement. Et ces écoles suffoquent
et sont condamnées a une mort lente. Nous parlons des écoles confessionnelles

catholiques, des écoles hindoues, des écoles musulmanes et des autres écoles privées
(...)»

M. le président, laissez-moi dire qu’on n’a jamais resserré le budget de qui que ce soit. Let us

talk facts, Mr Speaker, Sir.

Pour les écoles privées, I’Etat contribue plus de 5 milliards de roupies annuellement. Au
contraire, durant I’année écoulée, nous avons eu une augmentation de la compensation qu’on
donne pour I’utilisation des school premises. On a alloué R 100 millions de plus. On est passé de
R 200,000 par mois a R 300,000 par mois pour I’utilisation des infrastructures des écoles. Nous
payons tous les salaires de tout le personnel de ces écoles ; non enseignant et enseignant. Et cela
tourne autour de R 4, 000, 490, 000. Nous donnons aux colléges, au-dela de ces R 4 milliards,
R 590 millions chaque année. Le systeme leur envoie la somme. Ces écoles recoivent tout

I’argent voulu, et c’est front-loaded. On leur donne avant.

Tout ce que le ministere a demandé, c’est que ces écoles nous donnent les justifications
pour les dépenses encourues, et nous remettent les recus. C’est tout ce que nous avons demandé !
D’ailleurs, au cours des dernieres réunions que j’ai eues avec les représentants, ils étaient
d’accord que c’est important de remettre tout cela. Mais sans aucune raison, on continue a
critiquer ? Nous avons une responsabilité ! Cela m’étonne venant de leader de I’Opposition qui
passe son temps a nous dire que public funds have to be accounted for. Est-ce qu’il veut me dire
que je devrais dish out public funds, de I’ordre de 5 milliards aux écoles privées sans leur
demander d’étre redevables? Without any accountability, Mr Speaker, Sir? Is this what they are

expecting from me? Ces gens-la s’assoient sur le Public Accounts Committee, isn’t it?

Et 14, je veux parler de ces sommes sans parler des autres choses que nous donnons aux

écoles —

staff cost — R 4, 490,000,000

management grant — R 590, 000, 000

performance grant, qu’on donne aussi — R 20,000,000
PTA matching grant — R 4,000,000

R 5,104,000,000 que nous donnons chagque année et que nous venons d’augmenter apres

I’évaluation des établissements. Nous ne sommes pas arrétés a cela. Ceux qui louent des
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batiments, on leur donne le montant total de I’argent qu’ils payent pour ces batiments. Total ! Et
on vient nous dire que nous faisons preuve de méchanceté ? M. le président, on ne comprend pas
du tout ce qu’on vient débiter ici. Laissez-moi parler des additional measures, il y a le school
feeding programme. Je ne vais pas aller dans les autres détails.

Mais pour le primaire aussi, grant-aided schools recoivent - 745 millions de roupies. Les
allowances et le tout reviennent a 816 millions de roupies que I’Etat donne aux écoles primaires

grant-aided.

M. le président, c’est injuste de venir pointer du doigt le ministére ou I’Etat venant dire
gque nous sommes en train de coincer ou de resserrer le budget, pousser ces écoles vers la
médiocrité ! Chacun doit prendre ses responsabilités. On doit prendre les responsabilités de nos
propos. Moi, je prends les miennes ici dans ce Parlement. Je dirai au leader de I’Opposition qu’il
devrait vraiment réfléchir avant de venir dire des choses, et je lui demanderai aussi s’il est en
train de me demander de prendre tax payers’ money, public funds et de remettre aux écoles sans

leur demander d’étre redevables, M. le président ?

M. le président, je crois qu’il est important que nous fassions preuve de responsabilité, et
quand on arrive a cette auguste Assemblée, il faut bien que I’on réalise qu’on a des droits mais
aussi des devoirs. C’est triste que durant les interventions de certains membres de I’Opposition,
on a pu voir some bitterness. And very often, they come up with points, with views that we cannot

really accept.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | have been saying that again and again, this Government is committed
to investing in and empowering our people, our human capital, and no one will deny this Budget
is a people-centered one. Whether it is the worker, the investor, the entrepreneur or the retired
person, there is something for each and everyone. And in fact, hon. Dr. Padayachy’s Budget is
fully in line with the philosophy enunciated in its epigraph.

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is very true: the only true and sustainable prosperity is indeed shared

prosperity. And this Government fully subscribes to this view.
Thank you, Mr Speaker, Sir.
Mr Speaker: Hon. Deputy Prime Minister!

(11.32 a.m.)
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The Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Housing and Land Use Planning, Minister
of Tourism (Mr S. Obeegadoo): Merci, M. le président. M. le président, M. le Premier ministre,
mes chers collegues ministres, mesdames et messieurs, les députés, ce budget intervient a mi-
mandat par le gouvernement. C’est le troisieme budget présenté par mon collégue, le ministre
des Finances, et si je ne m’abuse, c’est le troisiéme budget que nous présentons dans une

situation de crise.

Mais avant que je ne poursuive mon propos, permettez qu’une fois de plus, j’exprime ma
déception quant aux bancs clairsemés de I’Opposition. Nous aurions souhaité qu’aujourd’hui, le
dernier jour des débats, que nous elmes la preésence des chefs de file du Parti travailliste, du
MMM et du PMSD. C’est cela aussi la démocratie parlementaire, M. le président, n’est-ce pas ?
De pouvoir écouter et de pouvoir étre écouté. Je crois que vous auriez noté, M. le président,
combien d’entre nous avons été présents pour écouter Messieurs les députés Dr. Arvin Boolell,
Paul Bérenger et Xavier Luc Duval lors de leurs interventions. Quand bien méme que les choses
dites, que nous avons entendues, nous ont écorché les oreilles. Mais nous étions 13, a écouter par
respect pour la démocratie parlementaire qui exige que nous puissions parlementer. C’est bien de
cela qu’il s’agit. Je suis donc triste, je considére que c’est un manque de respect vis-a-vis de la
démocratie parlementaire et c’est aussi un non-respect — et la je parle par rapport a tous ceux qui
n’ont pas été presents durant les débats de I’autre coté de la Chambre — eu égard au mandat de
parlementaire pour lequel nous sommes tous rémunéré. Mais bon, la population m’entend et

jugera.

J’en reviens donc a ce budget, M. le président, je disais qu’il intervient encore une fois
dans une situation de crise. Voyez-vous, M. le président, I’histoire est parfois inscrutable et le
devenir des sociétés humaines souvent imprévisibles. Mais il importe toujours d’analyser, de
mieux comprendre pour en tirer les le¢cons pour pouvoir éviter les écueils et éclairer le chemin, le
sentier tortueux du progres. Et c’est la le grand débat ! Pour les parlementaires de la majorité,
nous cherchons a contextualiser, a placer ce budget dans le contexte présent mondial et national
alors que I’Opposition s’évertue a le décontextualiser, a prétendre que ce budget devrait étre jugé
comme aurait été jugé un budget en 1985, en 1995 ou en 2005, ou en 2015; cela n’est pas le cas.
Cela n’est pas le cas parce qu’aujourd’hui, a notre époque, les crises se succédent ou plutdt se
chevauchent comme le disait I’autre jour le Secrétaire général des Nations Unies. Et ces crises-la

ne sont pas prés de disparaitre. Donc, le prochain gouvernement, qu’il s’agisse d’un
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gouvernement de I’Alliance Morisien ou du parti Travailliste ou du MMM/PMSD, quel qu’il
soit, se retrouvera confronté aux mémes crises. Et c’est pour c¢a qu’il est important de

contextualiser.
Aujourd’hui je parle de crises qui se chevauchent et j’en vois au moins quatre —
(i) lacrise sanitaire, celle qui se rapporte a la santé publique;
(if) lacrise climatique qui est aujourd’hui une crise a part entiere;
(iii) la crise militaire qui est aussi sécuritaire et humanitaire, et finalement

(iv) I’aboutissement de toutes ces crises : la crise économique qui impact sur

I’alimentaire.

M. le président, la crise sanitaire est la et le plus important c’est de se poser la question:
pourquoi ? Je me référe aux experts que je vais citer; ils nous disent que ce siécle a été marqué
par des épidémies majeures. L’actuelle pandémie est la sixieme qui frappe I’humanité depuis la
grippe espagnole de 1918. La Covid n’est que la derniére pandémie en date. Ces derniers 20 ans,
en 2002 on a eu I’épidémie du SARS; en 2014 I’épidémie d’Ebola; en 2015-2016 I’épidémie de
Zika; I’épidémie de la grippe aviaire en 2017; ici méme a Maurice nous avions eu notre
Chikungunya en 2006 rappelez-vous, M. le président. Ainsi la frequence et la gravité de ces

épidemies mondiales semblent s’accélérer.

Je me réfere a I’émergence récente de ce qu’on appelle les zoonoses découlant du contact
entre animaux et humains : grippe aviaire H5SN1, grippe aviaire H7N9, VIH, Zika, virus du Nil
occidental, le SARS, le MERS, Ebola, Covid-19. Pourquoi ? Quelles en sont les facteurs ? Les
experts nous disent le changement climatique ; la déforestation et le changement dans la maniére
dont nous utilisons les terres, I’intensification, I’expansion sans cesse de I’agriculture ; les modes
de production, de consommation non durable, et Ia je cite les experts. Tout cela perturbe la
nature et augmente les contacts entre la faune sauvage, les bétails, les agents pathogenes, les
étres humains et ces phénomenes sont accentués par I’urbanisation qui va de pair avec la
croissance des populations, croissance démographique, densité démographique et la
mondialisation qui va faciliter les contacts et la propagation des épidémies et des pandémies. Ces

facteurs vont demeurer.
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L’histoire récente nous apprend quatre choses, d’abord que le point depart c’est toujours
un virus d’origine animale peu ou pas connu. Deuxiémement, la fréquence augmente et la
succession de plus en plus rapprochée. A peine la Covid est-elle maitrisée on nous parle du
monkeypox, la variole du singe. Troisieme legon : il n’existe jamais de vaccins immédiatement
disponibles, ni d’un traitement antiviral efficace a portée de main. Et quatriemement, se
renfermer sur soi, fermer les frontiéres peut nous protéger un certain temps mais n’est pas un

garde-fou réel.

L’impact, prenons la Covid, c’est 538 millions de cas a travers le monde, 6 millions de
morts. La semaine derniére 7 000 personnes ont encore péri de la Covid a travers le monde. A
Maurice méme, si on prend tous les tests en considération, I’OMS nous dit qu’il y aurait eu plus
de 200 000 cas — test antigéne, test Covid — nous savons qu’il y a eu un millier de morts et
environ 2,7 millions de doses de vaccin administrés. Ca c’est la réalité de la Covid & Maurice !

Certes, nous avons évité le pire au niveau mondial. A Maurice méme, nous avons connu
un succes indéniable ; nous sommes aujourd’hui le premier pays africain en termes de
vaccination. Plus de 93% de la population éligible, la population adulte, ayant recu le premier
vaccin; plus de 90% doublement vaccinée. Les trois quarts de notre population ayant recu le
premier rappel. Un succes indéniable ! 1l faut ajouter a cela les vaccins pour les adolescents, les
vaccins pédiatriques et c’est pour cela que je suis trés peiné quand on se focalise sur mon

collégue, le ministre de la Santé pour I’accuser de tous les maux.

Et ici, a Maurice, M. le président, nous n’avons jamais - au pire de la crise - manqué ni de
lits d’hopitaux, ni d’oxygene, ni de médicaments antiviraux et cela est reconnu par ceux qui ne

peuvent pas étre accusés d’étre des supporters du gouvernement. Le FMI qui nous dit —

“The public health impact of the pandemic was well managed, including by a remarkable

vaccination campaign covering over 90 percent of the eligible population by May 2022.”
Et le FMI se référe a un —

“Large and comprehensive support measures helped cushion the social and economic

impact of the pandemic”.
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La Bangue mondiale, que vous le vouliez ou pas, M. le Leader de I’Opposition, se réfere
a one of the largest support packages in the world as a share of GDP. Et la aussi, que n’avons-

nous pas entendu de I’Opposition ?

Quand il fallait ouvrir les frontieres, I’Opposition nous disait: ‘trop tét’ ; quand il fallait
les fermer, I’Opposition disait: ‘trop tard’. Restriction sanitaire quand il fallait les imposer,
I’Opposition nous disait: ‘pas d’accord, regardez la France’; quand il fallait les enlever, on nous
disait: “vous allez trop vite’. Fallait-il se faire vacciner ou pas, je n’ai jamais entendu une seule
fois un dirigeant de I’Opposition s’exprimer publiquement pour dire sa solidarité et soutenir

I’action du gouvernement pour la vaccination.
(Interruptions)
Aujourd’hui, le port du masque ou pas ...

Mr Speaker: This is debate! You have already spoken! Let the orator speak! Let the

orator speak!
An hon. Member: Koz laverite la!
(Interruptions)
The Deputy Prime Minister: Ils m’entendent, M. le président !
An hon. Member: Kan li ti dir ban betiz...

The Deputy Prime Minister: Vous souffrez de m’entendre! Je ne vous ai pas

interrompu !
An hon. Member: Zot pe koz manti dir!

Mr Speaker: Bear with me! What is parliamentary democracy? What is rule of debate?

Respect yourself, what you say!
Continue!

The Deputy Prime Minister: Aujourd’hui, j’entends les députés de I’Opposition nous
dire: ‘libérez nous; enlevez le masque’. Pourtant le port du masque existe encore. Aux
Seychelles, il y a des circonstances prescrites ou il faut toujours porter le masque. C’est vrai que

les autorités vont réviser au 15 juillet, les régles. Mais, aujourd’hui, valeur du jour, le port du
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masque existe toujours. En Nouvelle-Zélande, il faut porter le masque dans le transport public,
dans les taxis, dans les petits commerces, aux supermarchés, dans les shopping malls, les
pharmacies, les stations d’essence, dans les facilités publics comme les bibliothéques et les
musées, au tribunal, a I’hépital, a la police, au bureau de poste. En Australie, dans ce qu’ils
appellent les high risks settings, il faut encore porter le masque. Donc, evidemment, nous allons
réexaminer. Le comité de haut niveau présidé par M. le Premier ministre va certainement revoir,
considérer les possibles allégements. Mais ne faites pas comme-ci c’est une tyrannie de la
majorité, le masque est porté pour reporter les élections municipales. On ne peut nier la réalité

comme le disait tout & I’heure ma collégue, la ministre de I’Education.

Les lecons, M. le président, c’est que Maurice doit continuer comme les autres pays a
investir dans les infrastructures de santé publique et garantir I’acces équitable aux soins de santé.
Le Conseil mondial de suivi de la préparation mis sur pied par la Banque mondiale et I’OMS,

appelle a des systémes de santé agiles et solides tout en renforcant les filets de sécurité sociale.

Et si nous avons connu le succés que nous avons connu, M. le président, a part notre
expérience historique dans le combat contre les maladies transmissibles & Maurice, c’est qu’en
termes du nombre de médecins par rapport a la population, le rapport médecin population, nous
faisons mieux que les pays a un niveau similaire de développement comme la Malaisie et
I’ Afrique du Sud et nous sommes presque au niveau de Singapour. En termes de lits d’hdpitaux
par population, nous faisons mieux que Singapour, que les Etats-Unis, que la Grande-Bretagne.
Donc, c’est tout cela, c’est la solidité...

(Interruptions)

Je vous parle M. le Leader de I’Opposition, pas d’un mandat. Je parle de ce qui a été
historiqguement accompli @ Maurice depuis 1968. L’investissement dans les services publics de
santé. Aujourd’hui comme le disait le ministre Jagutpal, la santé publique, c’est plus des trois
quarts de la population qui en bénéficie tous les jours. Et, contrairement aux dérives libérales que
nous avons connues a un certain moment, il faut continuer a investir dans la santé publique. C’est
ainsi que nous combattrons aujourd’hui et demain et d’autres gouvernements apres nous, les

crises sanitaire auxquelles nous seront confrontées.

La crise climatique, M. le président, je disais que c’était une crise a part entiére qui

pourrait devenir la crise dominante de ce siecle. Et nous semblons, les gouvernements,
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incapables de nous accorder pour confronter cette crise. Les petits pays comme le n6tre, les pays
en voie de développement sont particulierement vulnérables aux catastrophes naturelles.
Catastrophes naturelles, aujourd’hui, qui se manifestent aux quatre coins du monde et je ne m’y
attarderai pas, mais on a connu tout prés de nous a Madagascar la famine tres récemment et les
cyclones devastateurs. Maurice est également confronté a des codts humains et financiers éleveés
dis aux crues soudaines et a I’érosion de nos plages. La Banque mondiale nous dit que Maurice
perd environ 110 millions de dollars par an a cause des inondations et des cyclones et qu’un
cyclone violent peut colter a I’économie jusqu’a 2 milliards de dollars. Que faire ? Se protéger et

c’est ce que fait le Budget.

Je parlais de ce qu’a fait le Budget pour la santé publique et en termes d’investissement
dans les infrastructures, les drains, le National Food Management Programme. Et ce que propose
le Budget pour favoriser la transition énergétique.

Troisieme crise, c’est la crise militaire, sécuritaire et humaine. Nous en sommes a 7
millions de personnes deplaceées en Ukraine. Combien de morts civiles ou militaires; combien de
batiments publics ou résidentiels détruits; combien d’écoles et d’hdpitaux détruits ? Quel gachis,
M. le président ! Et le risque sécuritaire c’est qu’aujourd’hui une simple étincelle suffirait a un
embrasement pour que nos pires cauchemars quant a I’usage d’armes nucléaires deviennent
réalité. Et Maurice, la petite Tle Maurice a été tres active diplomatiqguement, guidée par notre
attachement aux principes des droits humains, aux principes du droit international et du
multilatéralisme, aux principes de non-alignement face a la logique des blocs, de notre
attachement a la paix mondiale mais aussi évidemment le réalisme. Et cette crise militaire ne

connaitra aucun vainqueur. Nous serons tous perdants.

Tout cela a débouché sur une crise économique. Déja, il y a eu la Covid-19, nous savons
tous qu’en 2020, 90% des pays au monde ont connu une contraction économique. Cela dépasse
le nombre de pays ayant connu la récession pendant les deux guerres mondiales ou pendant la
Grande Dépression des années trente. Cela dépasse les crises de la dette des économies

émergentes dans les années 80 et la crise financiére mondiale de 2007-20009.

Dans la premiére année de la pandémie en 2020, I’économie mondiale s’est contractée
d’environ 3%. Et la pauvreté, M. le président, pour la premiere fois en 20 ans, la pauvreté

mondiale a augmenté. C’est-a-dire que tous ces progres sur le continent africain pour lesquels
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nous nous sommes battus en matiere de santé publique, d’éducation pour faire reculer la
malnutrition chez les enfants, la mortalité infantile, tout cela risque aujourd’hui d’étre renverse.
La pauvreté augmente et le dernier rapport d’Oxfam attire notre attention sur les inégalités

croissantes a I’intérieur des pays et entre les pays.

Et a cela s’ajoute la guerre; et le FMI et la Banque mondiale réduisent par moitié les
prévisions de croissance économique pour I’année a venir. Les projections d’inflation qui passent
a 8,7% dans les économies émergentes les prix qui ne cessent d’augmenter, le prix du pétrole, le
prix du blé et c’est tout cela qui débouche sur une crise alimentaire. Nous connaissons tous le
role-clé de la Russie et de I’Ukraine comme source de céréales mais aussi d’huile domestique, de
fertilisants et tout cela debouche sur une poussee inflationniste avec les prix des denrees
alimentaires ayant bondi de plus de 33% en une année. Et mon collegue, le ministre de
I’Agriculture, a attiré notre attention I’autre jour sur le fait que prés d’un tiers des superficies
cultivables en Ukraine ne seront pas récoltés ou plantés. Donc, cette crise alimentaire, elle va
perdurer. Et, aujourd’hui, c’est la faim qui guette de nombreux pays au monde; et des pays a coté

de nous, a Madagascar et sur le continent africain.

Et Iimpact sur Maurice est la. Nous ne pouvons pas, la petite ile Maurice, étre
autosuffisants. Nous le savons nous importons plus de trois quarts de ce que nous consommons
comme aliment. Et, déja, nous ressentons de maniére trés forte I’augmentation dans les prix de
toutes nos importations. Et, donc, il y a une crise de I’approvisionnement alimentaire avec une
poussée inflationniste qui affecte les catégories les plus vulnérables mais aussi les classes

moyennes d’ou le Budget - voila le contexte du Budget.

Et j’en profite pour saluer immédiatement I’ceuvre magistrale de mon collégue le ministre
des Finances, soutenu en cela le travail du Premier ministre qui de concert avec lui a produit ce
Budget, qui est d’abord un budget de solidarité; qui est deuxiemement un budget qui pose les
jalons de la relance économique; et troisiemement, c’est un coup de maitre politique qui a mis

KO I’Opposition.

Quelles étaient les priorités de ce Budget ? D’abord et avant tout protéger le pouvoir
d’achat. Tout un catalogue de mesures de soutien, du revenu a I’intention de toutes les catégories
sociales. Mon collégue, le ministre Alan Ganoo a hier tenté d’en faire la liste, je ne vais pas

répéter. Mais toutes les catégories sociales autres que les grosses fortunes gagnent



35

immediatement dans ce budget. Et ce n’est pas tout, mon collegue, le ministre du Travail nous a
rappelé les mesures des ajustements salariaux, de contrdle des prix ou de subventions de prix,
des denrées alimentaires essentielles ainsi que les dispositifs de regressive mark up et de paralell

importation eurent égard aux médicaments.

Deuxiéme priorité de ce budget, c’est de relancer I’économie en favorisant une forte
croissance, et en poursuivant les grands projets d’investissements publics. Je ne vais pas répéter
les chiffres, mais nous savons qu’il y a 2,6 milliards pour les travaux routiers, 1,4 milliards pour
les infrastructures sociales, pour le développement communautaire, et je pourrais continuer. Il 'y
a, nous dit le budget, 200 milliards d’investissements dans des projets traités par I’Economic

Development Board. Je vais m’en tenir a mon périmetre, le tourisme.

M. le président, je voudrais vous rappeler que pendant 18 mois - fermeture de frontiéres.
Le tourisme a été a genoux. Pourtant le tourisme, c’est 24% de notre PIB, directement ou
indirectement; c’est 100,000 familles, c’est plus de R 63 milliards de revenus avant la Covid. Le
sauvetage du tourisme, c’est nous ! C’est le Wage Assistance Scheme qui a bénéficie aux 1,656
employeurs et plus de 50,000 employés au colt de 12,4 milliards. Le Self Employed Assistance
Scheme, 360 millions; c’était notre version du quoi qu’il en codte, il fallait le faire. Imaginez un
instant si nous ne I’avions pas fait, quelle catastrophe cela aurait été pour le tourisme et quelle

catastrophe pour I’économie et pour le pays ?

La réouverture s’est effectuée en octobre dernier. Nous avons bien redécollé avec un taux
de récupération de 55% des novembre; deux mois de réouverture, 55% de nos touristes nous
étaient revenus. Mais apres, il y a eu I’épisode rouge écarlate et aprés, il y a eu I’arrivée de
I’Omicron et la fermeture des frontieres de I’Afrique subsaharienne. Ce qui a plombé bien
évidemment cette reprise. Mais néanmoins le taux de récupération aujourd’hui, il en est, sur
toute la période octobre a mai, a 52%. Et au mois d’avril, nous avons connu un peak de 79%.
Nous avons des performances plus que satisfaisantes sur les marchés britanniques, allemand,

sud-africain avec un taux de plus de 82% sur la France. Je parle de toute la période.
(Interruptions)

On peut bien ricaner, M. le leader de I’Opposition. Je sais que c’est votre style. Mais moi,

je ne vous ai pas interrompu et je n’ai pas ricané...
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(Interruptions)

La politesse et la courtoisie, cela ne peuvent pas étre le monopole de la majorité quand

méme ! Donc, en mars de cette année...
(Interruptions)
Mr X. L. Duval: Do not be...
Mr Speaker: What is happening? Do you have the floor?
Mr X. L. Duval: He is talking to me!
Mr Speaker: Respect yourself! Do you have the floor?
Mr X. L. Duval: Was | interrupting him?
Mr Speaker: You are Leader of the Opposition! Do you have the floor?
Mr X. L. Duval: I am asking you: was | interrupting him?
Mr Speaker: Please keep quiet!
Mr X. L. Duval: Was | interrupting him?
Mr Speaker: Keep quiet! You continue.
Mr X. L. Duval: I was not interrupting him!

The Deputy Prime Minister: Non, vous ne m’aviez pas interrompu, M. le leader de
I’Opposition. Mais le ricanement a pour but de déstabiliser I’orateur. Toujours! Je disais que
nous avions des le mois de février énonce une stratégie tres claire Relaunching Tourism As One
Mauritius as une stratégie a court terme, une stratégie batie et mise en ceuvre sur la base d’un

partenariat public-privé. Taux de récupération, nous avons eu deux problemes...
(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: Excuse me. Hon. Leader of the Opposition, you have the choice. Either you
sit down and listen to the speech of the hon. Deputy Prime Minister, or if you do not want,

voluntarily you can move out!

Mr X. L. Duval: | will sit down.



37

The Deputy Prime Minister: Merci, M. le président. Donc, je disais que nous avions eu
deux problémes. Le premier probléme, c’est I’tle de la Réunion, ou a cause des conditions
sanitaires imposées par les autorités francaises - pas par nous - par exemple, une exigence d’un
test au départ de la Réunion, une exigence d’un test avant de retourner a la Réunion; la Réunion
qui représente pres de 10% de nos arrivees touristiques, et bien, cela n’a pas marché. Maintenant,
les choses commencent a redémarrer. Nous avons fait 45% de récupération sur le mois de mai.
L’autre probléeme a été I’Inde. L’Inde c’est quand méme 5% de notre tourisme. Pourtant les

frontiéres ont été rouvertes tout récemment.

Donc, c’est deux pays ont été le probléeme. C’est pour cela que quand on me parle de
diversification des marchés, moi je dis au contraire, dans un premier temps ou nous sommes dans
une urgence, il faut récupérer les marchés traditionnels - qu’ils soient européens ou pas - mais il
faut récupérer les marchés traditionnels. Et c’est ce que nous faisons. Et puis dans un deuxieme
temps, on va vers les nouvelles opportunités, et je pense a nouveau a I’Inde, au Moyen-Orient. Il
y a des choses intéressantes qui se passent. Le nombre de nuitées du tourisme moyen est passé de
10,4 avant la Covid a 11,7 aujourd’hui. Les premiéres indications, c’est que les dépenses par
touriste ont augmenté, pré-Covid et aujourd’hui. Air Mauritius a repris son envol, et
contrairement a ce que j’ai entendu, je crois que c’était hier, quelqu’un qui est venu dire, Air
Mauritius compte uniquement pour 24% des arrivées. Ce n’est pas vrai. Air Mauritius, c’est 40%

des arrivées.

Alors les objectifs, oui, au moment de la réouverture I’année derniere, on s’est dit, on va
viser 650,000 touristes d’ici juin 2022. C’était sans compter avec le rouge écarlate et I’omicron.
Aujourd’hui, sur la base de nos projections, nous devrions parvenir a 550,000, j’espére un peu
plus. Sur I’année calendaire, notre objectif c’est 1 million. Nous avons démarré difficilement en
janvier a cause de I’omicron et les effets du rouge écarlate. Nous avons fait plus de 300,000
touristes jusqu’a présent. Nous sommes dans une période de basse saison, mais ensuite il faut
miser sur la fin de I’année. Et a ce stade, si tout marche bien, s’il n’y a pas d’autres crises, on

peut certainement atteindre le chiffre d’un million de touristes.

Le budget nous fixe un objectif trées ambitieux pour I’année financieére qui est de
recouvrir, de récupérer le nombre de touristes avant la Covid ; 1,3 a 1,4 millions de touristes.

C’est tout a fait faisable et il nous faut étre ambitieux. Nous sommes obliges de nous fixer des



38

objectifs ambitieux, et avec la coopération de tous, c’est possible. Nous allons élaborer un plan
de moyen terme jusqu’a 2024. Nous préparons une vision sur 10 ans qui est la vision de
I’expansion et de la diversification du tourisme, mais d’un tourisme durable, responsable et

équitable.

Pour ce faire, il faut réorganiser, restructurer, redynamiser la Tourism Authority et la
MTPA. Nous nous y engageons. Il faut que le public puisse deliver as one, comme nous le
disions dans I’énoncé de notre stratégie. Il faut aussi continuer & bétir et a cultiver un partenariat

fort avec le privé.

Donc, budget de solidarité, protection du pouvoir d’achat, relance de I’économie a travers
une croissance forte. Et apres, je ne vais pas m’y attarder, il y a I’objectif d’accroitre la sécurité
alimentaire en encourageant la culture vivriére et I’élevage ; une panoplie de mesures annoncées

dans le budget, repris par mon collégue de I’agriculture.

Quatriemement, faire face au changement climatique en accélérant la transition
énergétique dont nous a entretenu le ministre Lesjongard. Et en renforcant les fondements de la

résilience a travers, par exemple, le Land Drainage Master Plan qui arrive.

Finalement, le cinquieme objectif était de poursuivre I’investissement social dans les
differents secteurs ; la santé publique, I’éducation, la sécurité sociale, ou nous avons eu le budget

le plus impressionnant que j’eusse connu de ma carriére.

Mais je vous parlerai brievement du logement social. Avant la Covid, en 2020, au tout
début de la Covid, le ministre des Finances nous a annoncé le plus vaste projet de construction
des logements sociaux de toute I’histoire de notre pays. Hier, nous en discutions avec le Premier
ministre : jamais un gouvernement n’a annoncé 12,000 logements, mais jamais un gouvernement

n’a annoncé la moitié, 6,000 logements ! C’est la premiére fois de notre histoire !

Et cela me rappelle, vingt ans de cela, quand j’étais ministre de I’Education, ma collégue
était a la sécurité sociale et nous travaillons de trés pres ensemble. Nous avions fait de méme a
I’éducation, ou sous un mandat, nous étions passés de 34 établissements publics secondaires a
70. Voila ce que peuvent faire les militants quand ils sont réunis au gouvernement, et aujourd’hui
les militants, ils sont la avec le Premier ministre, Pravind Jugnauth. Mais tout comme en I’an

2000, cela requiére du temps. Que ne nous a pas dit I’opposition Travailliste/PMSD a I’époque,
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et je prends en témoin, Madame la députée, I’honorable Arianne Navarre-Marie, qui était au
gouvernement avec nous et I’ancien ministre, Rajesh Bhagwan. On nous disait: ‘ah, vous
construisez des colleges fantbmes. Ou sont ces colleges ? Parce que ¢a prend du temps. A
Maurice, on n’a pas nationalisé les terres au lendemain de I’independence comme au Zimbabwe.
Il faut trouver des terrains. La terre, elle n’appartient pas a I’Etat, & Maurice. Il faut acheter, il
faut en faire I’acquisition. Une fois les terrains obtenus, ce n’est pas facile, ce n’est pas chose
facile. Hier, j’ai écouté le député, Aadil Ameer Meea, dites-moi dans la circonscription numéro

3, ou pouvons-nous trouver des terres, M. le président ?

On a lancé appel d’offres apres d’appel d’offres, invitant les particuliers a nous offrir des
terrains. On n’en trouve pas. La circonscription numéro 2, j’ai eu I’honneur d’avoir une réunion
de travail avec les trois députés de I’opposition - tous de la circonscription, tous de I’opposition -
pour en discuter. On ne trouve pas de terrains. La circonscription numéro 18, a Quatre Bornes,
trouvez-moi des terrains. Non seulement de I’Etat, mais disponible pour la construction de
logements sociaux. On n’en trouve pas. C’est un réel probleme, et cela prend des mois et des
mois pour trouver des terrains. C’était pareil quand il fallait construire des colleges. Apres les
études géotechniques, aprées les études hydrologiques qui, a la onzieme heure vont nous révéler
des problémes que tel terrain n’est pas utilisable. Nous nous battons encore pour determiner si les
terrains a Palma sont construisible. Cela prend, cela requiere du temps, et il y a eu I’effet de la
Covid, le lockdown. A 13 ans, nous avons, je crois, 52 ou 53 sites identifiés, quelques 500
arpents. Donc, la quasi-totalité déja acquis, des études géotechniques en phase de finalisation. Et
vous savez qu’a Maurice, il n’y a que trois entreprises, M. le président, qui entreprennent des
études géotechniques. Donc, la aussi, il y a un goulot d’étranglement. Tout cela prend du temps,

et aprés ce sont les régles de I’attribution des marchés.

But all the criticisms on slow implementation of public infrastructure projects, this is part
of the price to be paid for good governance, to have transparent rules, and rule-based
procurement processes, which by definition require time. What is more important is to look at

the achievements et nous serons jugés sur notre bilan a la fin du mandat.

Mais, M. le député Uteem nous disait que nous - ou est-ce le député, Aadil Ameer Amea
- nous vendons des réves. Mais ce ne sont pas que des réves. La NHDC, savez-vous, M. le

président, a livré prés de 2 200 maisons depuis les derniéres élections. Ce ne sont pas des réves.
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16eme mille ; Camp le vieux, Rose Hill, Montagne Longue ; Calebasses ; St Julien D’Hotman ;
Route Bassin ; Chebel, Beau Bassin ; Baie du Tombeau ; Camp de Masque ; Petite Julie ; Gros
Cailloux ; Dagotiere ; Mare Tabac ; ce ne sont pas des réves, c’est la réalité pour 2,200 familles,
M. le président. Sans compter les maisons de la NSLD a venir. 2 200 ! Et avant, la plus grande
réalisation, je le dis souvent, c’était le gouvernement MSM-MMM, 1991 a 1995. Et je ne cesse
de saluer la contribution de Feu Jayen Cuttaree, a cette ceuvre gigantesque. Ce gouvernement-Ia,
le gouvernement de Sir Anerood Jugnauth, entre 1991 et 1995, construit pres de 4,000 maisons
sur un mandat. Aprés, cela a décru. Le nombre de maisons, mandat aprés mandat, a diminué et le
comble - je le répéte - c’était entre 2006 et 2014, deux mandats sur 9 ans, moins de 2,500
maisons construits. Et 1a, on en a fait 2,200 sur un demi-mandat. On pourra bien me dire, mais ne
regardez pas les maisons livrées, regardez quand la construction a débuté. Mais comment
objectivement se décider quand la construction débute ? Est-ce au moment de voter le
financement, de faire les plans d’architecte, le premier coup de pioche ? Il est clair que la
planification sous un mandat, la construction qui débute, débouche sur des livraisons le mandat
d’aprés, pour tous les gouvernements. Donc, le seul critére objectif, c’est le nombre de maisons
livrées. Ce gouvernement bénéficie de ce qui a été fait en 2014 et 2019, c’est sdr, et ainsi de
suite. Et nous avons livré 2,200 maisons. Voila, la réalité des choses, une réalité incontestable,

M. le président.

Le travail continue, la NHDC est en pleine reforme et pour la premiere fois nous avons
une banque de données qui nous dit combien de personnes sont en attente d’une maison. Le
budget annonce des initiatives nouvelles pour I’amiante, pour une coordination plus efficace. On
va avoir besoin du NSIF, de la participation du privé pour financer tout cela, mais il faut avancer.
En 2018, nous avions 3,113 maisons construites avec I’amiante en existence. Aujourd’hui, il
nous reste 1,810 maisons, 1,675 habitées. 1l faut éliminer ces maisons au plus vite, et on va s’y

efforcer.

Le Land Research and Monitoring Unit, créé par le premier gouvernement de Pravind
Jugnauth en juillet 2019, avance ; il y a eu la réforme des lois régissant les prescriptions en 2019.
Il 'y a eu la création de la Land Division de la Cour Supréme en juillet 2020, et depuis cette
annee, nous avons une somme de R 300 000 votées pour accompagner chaque plaignant ayant
déposé devant la Commission Justice et Vérité, donc le dossier a éte traité, approuvé par la Land

Reform Monitoring Unit. En ce moment méme, il y a les déboursements au cas par cas. Il y a eu
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des recrutements d’avoueés et d’arpenteurs. Nous avons recruté une généalogiste, et bientdt nous
recrutons un Project Manager. Les choses avancent. Il y a la réforme fondamentale du Sale by

Levy. Il y a tant de choses, M. le président, dans ce domaine.

Le temps court, je voudrai répondre a quelques questions soulevées par I’opposition
concernant ce budget, si vous me le permettez, si M. le Premier ministre me le permet. 1l y a eu

de nombreuses critiques, je m’en arréterai a 6 a peu pres.

I will switch to English if you allow me, Mr Speaker, Sir. The fundamental criticism |
have heard is that the social impact of the measures will be muted because compensation is less
than inflation. And a lot of examples are given; | will not go into the details. My reaction is that
this is like parents who get the school report of their child and say, you should have done better.
But, what about the effort the child just put in? It is disingenuous to forget the huge effort that
this Budget has made to restore the purchasing power for the majority of our citizens.

It is true that maybe more will be required in future, depending on how long the Ukraine-
Russia war last, and be assured that this Government will continue to work with the people and
for the people, and will do what is necessary. But the most urgent issue right now, on which
everybody agrees, is on the restoring of the purchasing power of the people, and this is what the

Budget does.

Do you know, Mr Speaker, Sir, the IMF has surveyed some 134 countries to see what
they are doing. 40 countries have reduced consumption taxes; 30 have frozen prices or increase
price subsidies; 20 have taken revenue measures; 15 have provided specific subsidies to
particular industries; smaller numbers have cut customs duties, provided cash transfers, or utility
bill discount for given loans and guarantees. This Government, in one Budget, has responded to
the crisis by implementing at one go, most of the measures which other countries have
selectively used. This Budget provides immediate and long lasting relief for the vast majority of

households, through -
1. direct income support;
2. subsidising basic goods;
3. cutting income taxes;

4. eliminating Municipal taxes;
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5. eliminating various fees, and
6. controlling margins on pharmaceuticals.

What is even more remarkable is that the budget achieves all of this while pursuing
investment in infrastructure and human capital, whilst tackling long standing social problems
such as asbestos removal and social housing. Building more houses than any Government in

history.

Second criticism — no relief on petrol prices. | think that instead of fighting the market to
keep prices down, this Government has preferred to put money directly in the pocket of the
consumers. This approach is undoubtedly better because it gives the consumers a choice on how
to spend and at a time when we talk of climate change, it is better to give spending power to
consumers rather than lowering petrol prices. That is my opinion since this will also encourage a
shift to reducing car journeys by using more public transport, ride- sharing, less use of car
journeys for activities which are not essential and the large investment in the Metro is a
complimentary measure to income support which will have positive environmental and possibly

also some health impacts compared to a populist cut in petrol prices.

Third point made was Rupee depreciation as the cause of inflation and on which the
Budget allegedly takes no action. Mr Speaker, Sir, the Rupee depreciation largely reflects the
shocks to the economy, first of all, due to COVID and now to the impact of the Ukraine war. It
should be noted that the Euro, by all accounts a strong currency, has also depreciated against the
US dollar. Euro stats estimates that the Euro has lost 15% of its value over the last ten years and
as recovery led by tourism takes hold, we should expect the stabilization of the Rupee and an

early end of the war will contribute to this.

Fourth criticism — insufficient expenditure control measures and excessive reliance on
growth generated revenue. Mr Speaker, Sir, history has shown that austerity is not a good way of
restoring economic equilibrium. The urgency of the day is to support purchasing power and to
sustain unlocking growth and this is what we will do with an ambitious tourism strategy and
working with all stakeholders. Spending cuts and austerity are really called for when growth

faulters and right now we prefer to focus on supporting consumers and unlocking growth.
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Then we have heard of lack of structural reforms but every Budget, year in and year out,
we are told structural reforms. Well of course, there is always need for structural reforms but the
Budget Speech cannot be expected to cover all areas of public policy especially when there is not
yet a consensus on often complex trade-offs. So, for measures that do not require massive
financial support, there is time still in the course of the financial year and finally, we are
criticised for misleading information and data. | think that there is no economic forecast that can
be spot on. | will simply say what is important is that general trends are not mixed, that the
direction of forecast is correct and magnitude should be seen as indicative.

In the case of policy-making as I think pointed out by somebody of the Opposition,
indicative targets are normative and we should aim to achieve results rather than a prophecy on

where we will end up.

M. le président, je vais rapidement essayer de conclure en commencant par une mise en
garde. J’ai écouté avec attention, comme je le fais toujours, M. le député, Dr. Boolell, qui entre

temps nous a rejoints. Je I’en remercie, qui nous disait —
“When there is erosion of confidence, how can we build a Nation?”’
But where does the erosion of confidence come forth?

Nous avons, malheureusement, une Opposition qui depuis deux ans et demi, prévoit le
pire, espere le pire, prie pour le pire et s’évertue a créer le pire. Le jour du discours du budget
nous participions, mes collegues, les ministres des Services Financiers, de I’ Agriculture et moi a
un débat public a la radio et M. le député Dr. Boolell s’est permis de se référer a Maurice comme

un paradis fiscal.

M. le leader de I’Opposition s’est permis publiqguement de dire qu’a Maurice existait la
torture généralisée. Vous le maintenez mais moi je prends a témoin tous les députés de cette

Chambre, des deux cotés de la Chambre.
Mr Speaker: No conversation!

The Deputy Prime Minister: Nous avons tous connus, tous les pénalistes, nous avons
tous connus la brutalité policiére durant toute notre carriere. Nous avons tous, de temps a autre
été confrontés par ce qui s’apparente a de la torture que nous avons tous condamné, que nous

nous sommes tous battus de par notre militantisme, notre plaidoyer ici a la Chambre. Nous avons
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dénoncé, mais de-la, a venir parler de torture généralisée a Maurice, de-la, une dame que je ne
connais pas, une certaine dame Utchanah, qui va déposer un dossier a I’Amnesty Internationale a

Paris ?

De-Ia, un certain M. Laurette qui nous dit expédier une centaine de dossiers aux Nations
Unies et aprés ces mémes personnes viennent s’etonner que sur les réseaux sociaux, défilent des

vidéos et des annonces et des déclarations pour faire a croire que nous sommes un pays barbare?

Nous avons tous écoutés avec attention le discours exceptionnel de mon collégue,
M. Collendavelloo. La torture, 1a ou elle existe, Ia ou elle se manifeste, doit étre combattue de
toutes nos forces et il est tout a fait faux de dire que le Premier ministre de ce pays n’a pas
condamné immédiatement ce cas de torture révélée mais j’ai une opinion différente. M. le
Premier ministre, si vous me le permettez, je ne pense pas qu’ils n’aient pas écouté, ils, je dis au

pluriel, “ils’, ne veulent pas savoir parce qu’ils veulent désinformer la population.

Donc, qui c’est qui milite pour le pire ? Vous savez le miracle de vivre ensemble, il est
bien enraciné a Maurice. Les tentatives de créer du désordre, de faire de la violence physique, de
s’attaquer aux policiers, de mettre le feu aux stations de métro, cela ne marche pas. Le peuple
mauricien est tres attaché a la paix sociale. Nous avons un modéle de démocratie. Nous avons un

modele social qui fonctionne depuis 1968.

Pourtant la fragilité dans une société comme la notre, elle est Ia. Nous I’avons vécu en
1969. Nous I’avons vécu 30 ans plus tard en 1999 et tous les gens de bonne volonté se sont
mobilisés pour défendre la stabilité, I’unité de notre peuple et le modéle socio-économique qui

est le notre.

Tout le monde s’est accordé a cela et je vais répéter ce que j’ai dit I’autre jour a M. le
leader de I’Opposition. Dans les années 60 et 70, cela a été le fait des efforts conjugués de Sir
Seewoosagur Ramgoolam et de Sir Gaétan Duval. Imaginez-vous si aprés I’indépendance, Sir

Gaétan Duval s’était dit —

« Mais non les élections de 67 étaient truquées, étaient faussées, étaient ... »
Quelle était le terme de mon collégue, du ministre Ganoo ?

Mr Ganoo: Traficoté!

The Deputy Prime Minister: Traficote, voila !
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Que ce serait-il passé en 1968 au moment de I’indépendance si Sir Gaétan Duval et le
PMSD avaient dit —

« Elections truguées »

Mais non, Sir Gaétan Duval a joué le jeu et durant toutes les années 70 jusqu’aux années 80, ils

ont construit un modele démocratique que tout le monde a accepter a assumer et a respecter.

Jusqu’en 1991, jamais le Parti travailliste ni le PMSD ni le MMM n’a contesté les
résultats d’une élection générale, jamais. Non seulement ont-ils construit un modéle de
démocratie, un systeme électoral accepté et assumé par tous, mais aussi un modele de
développement socio-économique - critiqué a sa gauche par le MMM, mais un modeéle social-
démocrate, économie mixte, un Etat-providence fort, solide jusqu’aux années 80. Et aprés les
années 80, cela a été d’une part Sir Anerood Jugnauth et d’autre part Paul Bérenger qui ont
poursuivi cette ceuvre; essentielle a la construction d’une nation. Jamais, ni le MSM ni le MMM
n’ont contesté les résultats d’une élection générale. Jamais ! Au grand jamais ! Et le modele de
notre développement socio-économique, oui, avec des critiques, ici ou la, mais un large
consensus, et qui a transformé notre pays en une économie a haute revenue avant que la Covid ne
nous ramene au statut d’économie a revenu moyen. Donc, tout cela s’est construit de jour en
jour, de semaine en semaine, de mois en mois. Ce que fait I’Opposition aujourd’hui, M. le

président, c’est de mettre en péril tout ces accomplissements de plus de 50 ans d’indépendance.

Vous savez la démocratie est représentative. Elle est toujours imparfaite. Elle est toujours
remise en question et c’est tant mieux. Il faut qu’elle soit plus ouverte, plus participative. Cela
était mon combat des années - le financement de la politique, c’est toujours un sujet important,
crucial, fondamental a la démocratie. Il faut continuer a avancer et nous allons continuer a
avancer. Mais aujourd’hui faire comme si les problémes n’ont jamais existé. Tous les problémes
aujourd’hui, c’est Pravind Jugnauth qui les a inventés parce que c’est un gouvernement de

pourris ou d’assassins.

C’est ce que veut faire croire I’Opposition. Et le drame c’est que si vous arrivez a faire
parvenir, a faire croire a votre hardcore que vraiment les élections sont truquées a Maurice, que
le Parlement ne vaut rien, que la police n’est pas digne de confiance, que le judiciaire rend de
mauvais jugements systematiquement - et vous avez entendu hier, les quolibets, les remarques

quand le ministre Ganoo a parlé des résultats des pétitions électorales. Ou allons-nous, M. le
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président ? Et la, déja, je vois des résultats de sondages qui démontrent que la population perd
confiance dans le systeme électoral, perd confiance dans la police. Réalisez-vous le risque que
vous prenez ? Ce qu’a fait Donald Trump aux Etats-Unis, vous étes en train de le faire & Maurice
par le fake news ! Demain, si d’aventure vous remportez les élections et que nous nous mettons a
contester les résultats, et que nous nous mettons a critiquer le judiciaire et la police ? Ou allons-

nous, M. le président ?

Hier, mon collégue, le ministre Ganoo a énoncé le chapelet de cas en cours. Je crois qu’il
en avait sept qui ont déja été rejetés par la cour. Pratiqguement la totalité ! J’ai entendu un député
de I’Opposition dire: defendre I’indéfendable. Qu’est-ce qui est I’indéfendable ? C’est le
jugement de la cour. Ou allons-nous, M. le président ? Mon inquiétude, c’est le pays que nous

allons léguer a nos enfants. J’appelle encore une fois au sens de responsabilité.

Vous savez, le pire c’est qu’a différents moments, tous les partis présents a I’ Assemblée
ont été partenaires au gouvernement. Donc, il n’y a pas de méchant et de bon. Cela n’existe pas.
Quel pays allons-nous léguer a nos enfants et a nos petits-enfants si vous vous évertuez
aujourd’hui a détruire le fondement démocratique de notre société ? A détruire la confiance dans
les institutions qui a duré, qui a perduré avec I’effort de tout un chacun de Sir Seewoosagur
Ramgoolam a Sir Gaétan Duval, de Sir Anerood Jugnauth a Paul Bérenger, tout ce que nous
avons construit sur 50 ans ? Je suis inquiet. J’ai peur pour I’avenir si vous continuez dans cette

voie.

Donc, Mesdames et Messieurs de I’Opposition, au-dela de vos ricanements sarcastiques,
j’appelle a ce que nous retrouvions le consensus quant a la démocratie parlementaire, que nous

avons construit de tous nos efforts, et qui nous appartient a tous.

M. le président, les signes sont encourageants. M. le ministre des Finances a donné les
chiffres de croissance sectorielle. J’ai été trés heureux d’écouter hier, le ministre de
I’Agriculture, puis le ministre de I’Industrie nous parler de la reprise dans leurs secteurs
respectifs. Nous allons faire de méme dans le Tourisme. Ce budget, c’est un budget - et je
conclus - pour protéger le pouvoir d’achat du plus grand nombre, un budget de solidarité avec les
plus vulnérables. C’est aussi un budget de relance, un budget optimiste qui mise sur la

croissance. C’est un budget qui maintient le cap de la justice sociale et du progreés social. C’est
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un budget qui renouvelle I’engagement du gouvernement a parler vrai et a travailler dur pour

batir I’avenir de tous les Mauriciens et de notre pays.

Permettez-moi donc, de féliciter a nouveau notre collégue, le ministre des Finances, de
renouveler au Premier ministre notre soutien le plus total, et notre loyauté entiére a I’occasion de
ce budget de solidarité, de relance, un budget ouvert sur I’avenir. Avec le Peuple, et Pour le
Peuple, disiez-vous mon cher collégue ? Oui, Avec le Peuple, et Pour le Peuple hier, aujourd’hui

et demain, tres certainement !

Merci, M. le président.

Mr Speaker: Hon. Prime Minister!
(12.31 p.m.)

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, it is with a sense of satisfaction that | take the
floor to intervene on the Appropriation Bill 2022-2023. Once again, despite unprecedented crises
hitting the world and our country due to the consequences of the COVID-19 and the Russia-
Ukraine war, this Government has presented a national Budget that is strongly anchored in the
sacrosanct philosophy of putting people first that has been the guiding principle of the
Government and the MSM since 1983.

Having said that, I commend the Minister of Finance who has, despite the odds, managed
to live up to the expectations of the population and other stakeholders of our socio-economic

landscape.

| also seize this opportunity to congratulate the Minister of Finance who has been
declared as winner of the African Finance Minister of the Year by the African Leadership

Organisation.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the comments following the presentation of the 2022-2023 Budget speak
volumes of the positive response to the measures that have been announced.

Permettez-moi, M. le président, de mentionner quelques réactions de nos partenaires

sociaux —
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Suttyadeo Tengur de I’Association pour la Protection de I’Environnement et des
Consommateurs (APEC): « Un budget qui réconforte la grande majorité. Des

mesures fortes louables pour rétablir le pouvoir d’achat. »

Mosadeq Sahebdin, porte-parole de la Consumer Advocacy Platform: « Les
mesures budgétaires contribueront certainement a améliorer le pouvoir d’achat

des consommateurs. »

Business Mauritius: « Le Budget a un fort axe social ainsi que plusieurs mesures
préconisées pour la communauté des affaires. Des mesures positives en faveur de
la sécurité alimentaire et de I’énergie renouvelable. Plus de jeunes et de femmes

seront encouragés a rejoindre le marché du travail. »

Mauritius Chamber of Commerce and Industry: « Plusieurs recommandations clés
de la MCCI ont été retenues et nous accueillons favorablement les mesures pour

les plus vulnérables. »

L’Association of Mauritian Manufacturers : « Les mesures pour la transition
énergétique permettront aux industries de produire leur électricité. Le ‘Regional
Feeder Vessel” permettra d’étendre la production de I’industrie locale a la région
d’Afrique ».

L’Association des Hoteliers et Restaurateurs de I’lle Maurice : « Nous partageons
I’optimisme du ministre des Finances par rapport a I’objectif de 1,4 millions de
touristes. Nous accueillons positivement I’annonce d’un plan d’action sur 10 ans

»,

La Chambre d’Agriculture de Maurice : « On prend note des mesures en faveur de
la sécurité alimentaire et de la production locale, de méme que les mesures pour
contenir le colt du fret et les subventions pour acheter des fertilisants. En ce qui
concerne le sucre, on note les mesures qui permettront I’investissement dans les

terres abandonnées ».

La Building and Civil Engineering Contractors Association : « La mesure de
réintroduction du ‘margin of preferences’ pour les entreprises locales apportent

une bouffée d’oxygene ».
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iX. L’Qutsourcing and Telecommunications Association of Mauritius (OTAM) : « Il
est intéressant de noter la mise sur pied d’une ‘Digital Industries Academy’ pour

la formation des jeunes ».

X. Mauritius Export Association (MEXA) : « C’est un budget positif, aligné a nos
attentes et nos stratégies. Nous notons certaines mesures particulieres dont la
transition énergétique, car nos clients demandent que notre industrie soit durable a

terme.

Le ‘Regional Feeder Vessel’ permettra de mettre en place une industrie textile

sophistiquée et forte pour I’exportation dans la région ».

Xi. Mauritius Bankers Association : « On accueille les mesures d’intégration du
Global Business et du marché domestique, de méme que les mesures pour
combattre les crimes financiers et la stratégie de digitalisation du service public

qui aidera a faciliter I’adoption du paiement digital ».

xii.  Insurer’s Association of Mauritius : « Les mesures de réforme de la pension

représentent une continuité importante ».

Clearly, Mr Speaker, Sir, the Budget has been widely acclaimed unlike what the
Opposition wants to make believe. The people of this country, in their vast majority, have at least
acknowledged the efforts put in by my Government to continue supporting them in these difficult
times and build present and future resilience. What matters most for us in Government, is the
genuine feeling and appreciation of the people that no demagogy or false propaganda can alter.

Mr Speaker, Sir, Government was faced with three major challenges while preparing this
Budget. First, protecting the purchasing power of the population; second, catalysing the
economic recovery, and third, addressing food and energy security imperatives that have become
most pertinent with lessons learnt from the vulnerabilities we are facing with soaring food
commodity and fuel prices triggered by the COVID-19 pandemic, the Ukranian war, and, of

course, also by climate change.

The Minister of Finance has addressed all three issues in a comprehensive and caring
manner. Not a single category of people or sector has been left unattended in the Budget.
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Mr Speaker, Sir, in Government since 2014, we have consistently given attention to the
purchasing power of the population. | need to recall that between December 2014 and end-June
2020, we had put additional revenue of nearly Rs115 billion in the pockets of households, thus
increasing their purchasing power in an unprecedented manner. We have systematically paid
salary compensation above the rate of inflation. On top of that, since COVID-19 struck our
Republic, we have provided more than Rs27 billion to save lives and safeguard livelihoods.
When food commodity prices escalated following the Russia-Ukraine war, this Government
provided an additional Rs1.5 billion as subsidies to maintain the prices of most consumed items
at affordable levels. And with this Budget, an additional Rs12 billion is earmarked to support the

population, especially those at the lower rungs of the social ladder and the middle class.

Mr Speaker, Sir, in every Budget | had presented as Minister of Finance or in Budgets
presented under my leadership, there is one common thread, and that is our constant quest to
come up with measures and initiatives that aim at improving the quality of life and the

advancement of our fellow citizens and the country.

When 1 introduced the Subsistence Allowance, the Negative Income Tax and the
Minimum Wage, | was guided by our socialist vision to promote an inclusive society wherein
our most vulnerable brothers and sisters get the consideration they deserve. That same
consideration was central to our decision to increase the Basic Retirement Pension to Rs5,000 in
2014, Rs9,000 in 2019, and Rs10,000 as from 01 July 2022.

With this Budget, the Minister of Finance has come up with yet other measures that again

go in line with our belief that our people must remain our priority, both in good and hard times.

Mr Speaker, Sir, many were those in the Opposition who criticised the setting up of the
Contribution Sociale Généralisée (CSG). But today, with the measures announced to support the
purchasing power of the population that will be funded from the CSG, the nation can see that my

Government acted responsibly and with foresight.

The CSG has made it possible in these particularly hard times to provide to some 350,000

workers and employees a monthly allowance of Rs1,000.
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The CSG has also made it possible to provide an additional Rs1,000 to 169,000 senior
citizens aged 65 or above, in addition to the Rs10,000 they will be getting in terms of Basic

Retirement Pension.

These measures testify, once again, that we shall never forget our senior citizens who

have contributed immensely to make Mauritius what it is today.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the pensioners have seen their pension increased by some 45% between
December 2019 and December 2021, while the inflation rate during that same period was around
6.5%. This represents an improvement of some 38.5% in the real purchasing power of the
pensioners. And this year, by adding another Rs1,000 to the pension for those between 60 and
65, we are, in fact, increasing their pension by a total of 61% since December 2019. For those
between aged 65 and 89 years, the additional Rs2,000 will represent an increase of 77% in their
pensions since December 2019. It is thus clear that our consideration for the elderly is not
simply a question of catching up with inflation rate but of giving them the means for raising their

standard of living and their quality of life.

Mr Speaker, Sir, | mentioned earlier the introduction of the minimum wage. The House
would know very well that some workers were earning as low as Rs1,500 per month during the
Labour-PMSD Government. You have to acknowledge that. Why don’t you say that? And

today, the same workers are earning at least Rs11,075 per month.

Due to the measures in the Budget, they will now earn an extra Rs1,000. Taken together,
this represents a substantial increase in income of these workers from the time the minimum

wage was introduced. In so doing, we have corrected a major injustice in our society.

And on top of all these, Mr Speaker, Sir, this Budget is increasing the take home pay for
thousands of taxpayers by lowering income tax from 15% to 12.5% for those earning more than
Rs53,846 and up to Rs75,000 monthly and to 10% for those earning between Rs25,000 and
Rs53,846 monthly.

In recent years, we have made significant progress in lifting up the standard of living and
quality of life for families with modest income. The social progress we have been experiencing
as a nation cannot be denied. In fact, in 2020, Mauritius for the very first time joined the league

of countries with a Very High Human Development Index as measured by the UNDP. Not as
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measured by the MSM, by our Government or by any of our partisans, as the Opposition used to
say. By the UNDP! What this Index says, Mr Speaker, Sir, is that the wealth that we have been
creating as a nation has not only increased our per capita income but has also generated genuine
social progress. And had it not been for the COVID-19 pandemic, Mauritius would have still

remained a High Income Economy. And that level also we have reached for the first time.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the constant care and support we have been giving to the population
since 2014, especially to those in the lower income brackets, prove the Leader of the Opposition
wrong when he says “trop peu, trop tard”. In fact, when he was busy to concoct an alliance
within the Opposition and trying, of course, as usual, to play some cheap politics on every
unfortunate happening beyond the control of Government, we have been addressing the

challenges faced by our people and our economy.

While they fleeced the population to the bones during the 2005-2009 period with
numerous taxes - | shall not go into them, they have been mentioned by different orators on
Government’s side - when there was no situation similar to COVID-19, no similar situation to
the impact that we are facing with Russia-Ukraine war, we, in this Government, managed to
come up with measures to alleviate the burden of the people while gearing up our economy for a

rebound.

The Leader of the Opposition and some other Members on the other side stated that the
Rs1,000 being given to pensioners and workers will quickly disappear with inflation. But what
they refrained from saying is that any rise of inflation will also be compensated adequately after
tripartite discussions at the end of the year. This has been the practice under this Government.
And, unlike the Labour-PMSD Government of 2005-2009, that created - this is also history, Mr
Speaker, Sir - the National Pay Council to rob workers of their dues in terms of salary
compensation, we, in Government, have been compensating workers more than the inflation rate

every year since 2014.

This year itself, as from January, a salary compensation of Rs500 representing 5%
increase is being paid to those earning up to Rs13,000 per month while the rate of inflation for
2021 was 4%. Those earning above Rs13,000 have benefited from a salary compensation of
Rs400. We did that despite the difficult situation we are faced with.
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Mr Speaker, Sir, what pains me is when | heard some Members saying that the rate of
inflation that has been calculated and that is published regularly by Statistics Mauritius is not
reflective of the situation. It pains me a lot because how demagogical can you be when each one
of them, their Party | mean, not Members, has been in Government previously. They have had
the same institution; the same method of calculating inflation; the same figures that have been
regularly, annually published and relied upon not only by international institutions, but also by
different Governments. Now, today, they have the cheek to question the rate that is regularly
published by independent institutions. It is a real shame.

And, as a caring Government, we have maintained the Welfare State; free travel for our
seniors and students, the payment of the end-of-year bonus, and we paid the 2021 PRB in toto. It
is good to highlight that in this Budget, sums allocated to social security, education and health
have reached Rs46.4 billion, Rs18 billion and 14.6 billion, respectively.

M. le président, les membres de I’Opposition parlementaire et extra-parlementaire nagent
en pleine contradiction. Alors qu’ils prétendent que le pays se trouve dans une situation de
banqueroute, ils disent en méme temps que le gouvernement dispose de suffisamment de
ressources financieres pour donner plus. Which is which? | do not know. Parce que si on est en
état de banqueroute, on ne peut plus donner ! Au contraire, il faut diminuer les dépenses ! Mais
leur demagogie saute aux yeux, et le peuple, j’en suis sir, sait apprécier que ce gouvernement
fait le maximum dans un contexte trés, trés, tres difficile. De plus, quand le Leader de
I’Opposition dit lui-méme que, et je le cite, « la crise internationale ne fait que commencer », il
doit savoir qu’un gouvernement responsable a donc le devoir d’utiliser judicieusement les

ressources financiéres a sa disposition pour faire face a d’autres urgences qui peuvent surgir.

Mais, il faut que nos compatriotes, surtout les vrais patriotes, comprennent le vrai agenda
de I’Opposition et des autres différents groupuscules extraparlementaires aussi. Ils n’ont toujours
pas digeré la défaite aux derniéres élections genérales, et j’en passe. Cela a été largement
commenté par plusieurs orateurs. Tout ce qu’ils veulent, c’est déstabiliser le gouvernement par
tous les moyens - Je dis bien, et je pese mes mots ; par tous les moyens - en ayant méme recours
a des actions sectaires. D’ailleurs, le Leader de I’Opposition confirme cet agenda diabolique
quand il dit, et je le cite : « I’Opposition dans son ensemble ne va pas hésiter a descendre dans la

rue. »
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Mais, M. le président, c’est pourquoi je préfere ne pas commenter longuement la-dessus,
et bien sir, je souscris entierement aux commentaires qui ont été faits par I’honorable
Collendavelloo, par le Deputy Prime Minister, et d’autres, sur les pétitions électorales qui ont été
entrées par toute I’Opposition. Jusqu’a présent, ils ont - comment on dit - fel ! Mais fel, M. le
président ! On peut faillir ! Moi, je sais, a I’époque, si c’est 50 points le pass mark, on peut
arriver a 49, on peut arriver a 48, mais on fel avec honneur. Mais quand on fel avec moins zéro !
Moins zéro ! lls ont été bottés par la Cour supréme. Et ce qui est triste, encore une fois pour le
pays, c’est quand ils ont été bottés et qu’ils ont eu un revers par la Cour supréme, non seulement
ils s’attaquent maintenant a la Commission Electorale, a I’Electoral Supervisory Commission ;
I’honorable Dr. Boolell a demandé la demission des deux présidents de ces deux institutions !
Oui, il approuve, encore plus! Méme aujourd’hui, il demande ces démissions. Mais ils ont le
culot de s’attaquer a la Cour supréme ?

Dans ma carriére politique, M. le président, quelque fois j’ai eu des revers en Cour, mais
c’était des revers en Cour inférieure. Et puis, j’ai gagné, et j’ai gagne des affaires par la plus
haute Cour, le Privy Council ! Mais méme si j’ai eu un revers en Cour intermédiaire, je n’ai
jamais pointé du doigt les magistrats, le jugement ou le judiciaire ! Jamais ! Méme si je peux ne
pas étre d’accord avec certaines décisions - je ne vais pas mentionner ces institutions, mais allons
dire certaines institutions indépendantes - je ne leur ai jamais pointé du doigt, les critiquer.
Comme I’a si bien décrit mon collegue, le Deputy Prime Minister, a quel niveau est tombé toute
I’Opposition aujourd’hui? C’est terrible !

Mais, M. le président, il faut faire attention, parce que la rue appartient aussi a ces
milliers d’hommes et de femmes qui continuent a faire confiance a mon gouvernement. Je
demande a I’Opposition de prendre garde, car cette masse silencieuse ne permettra pas que le
pays bascule dans I’anarchie. Certains doivent réaliser qu’il serait maladroit d’interpréter la

tolérance de la majorité de notre population comme une faiblesse.

M. le président, concernant les allégations de brutalité ou torture policiere, j’ai répondu
au Leader de I’Opposition lors de la PNQ de mercredi dernier. 1l y a certains, comme I’honorable
Dr. Boolell, qui peut étre ne vivent pas a Maurice, ou bien s’ils vivent & Maurice, peut-étre qu’ils
ne regardent pas les informations, ce qui se passe a Maurice. Enfin, je le comprends, s’il ne suit

pas mes discours, ¢ca se comprend. Mais seulement, renseignez-vous au moins avant de venir
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débiter n’importe quoi dans cette Chambre. VVous dites que je n’ai rien dit ? Je ne vais pas vous le
rappeler. Tout de suite apres une intervention que j’ai faite publiqguement, j’ai dit que j’étais
choqué de voir de telles vidéos et que je les condamnais. Et apres, il y avait le Passing Out
Parade. C’était une occasion vraiment exceptionnelle pour moi de passer un message et de dire

ce que j’avais a dire a ceux qui ont été recrutés par la force policiére.

Donc, M. le président, laissez-moi réitérer I’engagement de mon gouvernement qu’aucun
acte de torture ou atteinte aux droits humains ne sera toléré. Les brebis galeuses qui entachent

I’image de la police seront certainement mises a leur place.

En méme temps, je réitere ma confiance dans la force policiere qui abat un travail

colossal pour maintenir I’ordre et la paix dans le pays.

M. le président, tout ceci étant, je ne m’attarderai pas sur les arguments futiles d’une
Opposition foncierement malhonnéte. Je vais consacrer la suite de mon intervention aux effets
escomptés des mesures concretes contenues dans le budget, et ayant trait a I’économie. Aussi, je
vais élaborer sur les actions et initiatives des départements et organisations se trouvant sous ma

responsabilité.

Mr Speaker, Sir, in 2020, our country experienced its worst economic contraction in
recent history. However, thanks to the policies and measures that we have taken, we have seen
early shoots of economic recovery in 2021 itself, in spite of the fact that the COVID-19
pandemic was still around and even caused a second lockdown. Since February this year, the
combined effect of the war and the continuing pandemic has heightened the need for our country
to reduce its dependence on the outside world. The surging inflation that we are experiencing is
an example of the kind of impact that such external shocks can have on our economy and
society. Moreover, we also have to deal with another external shock, which is the impact of
climate change.

All these challenges we are facing today fully justify the strategy of ushering in a new era
of import substitution. | am satisfied that the Budget presented this year puts us solidly on the
path to move towards greater self-sufficiency in food and energy. It is, in fact, the commitment
and determination of this Government to implement measures, policies and projects that will

deliver on the goals of self-sufficiency in these two areas before 2030.
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Mr Speaker, Sir, the measures announced will go a long way towards achieving our
goals. | must add here that the success of our import substitution strategy will completely
transform the architecture of our economy. It is not only about the serenity that it will bring
about in terms of reduced dependence on the outside world for our basic necessities but also

about the associated economic benefits that the strategy will bring.

The renewable energy industry and the domestic food sector clearly offer multiple

substantial benefits to the economy and society, including, amongst others -
(@) reduced dependence on import;

(b) less exposure to international price shocks and, therefore, lower risks of imported

inflation;

(©) in the case of energy, a shift from fossil fuel to green energy, in line with the

Green Mauritius vision;

(d) potential for creating waste-to-energy systems, thereby significantly improving

efficiency in solid waste management;
e further diversification of the economy into higher value-added activities;
)] positive impact on the country’s foreign currency reserves;

()  an important lifeline to the declining sugar industry through the use of biomass

from the sugar factories and alternative use of land for food production;

(h) a means to foster the reindustrialisation process and boost up the manufacturing
sector, and

(i) a boost to investment, in particular private investment, and the creation of higher-

earning employment opportunities, amongst others.

Mr Speaker, Sir, in an extraordinarily challenging moment for people and businesses, the
Budget is expected to deliver substantial job creation; economic activity, and a transformative
recovery that embraces digitalization, the green transition and food security. It will also propel
recovery, reignite development in each region, improve the product and service we offer, drive
investment while continuing development of our most valuable asset, that is, our people. It will

also provide the strength, resilience, and agility to our companies, SMEs and businesses to
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respond to a changing global environment. It will create opportunities for sustainable growth,
facilitate the regional value chain integration, and bring in more innovation, and create
employment opportunities. And | need here to mention the introduction of the ‘Prime a
I’Emploi’, a novel mechanism to encourage the recruitment of young people aged between 18

and 35 and women aged up to 50 years.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Budget gives us the confidence that the import substitution strategy,
the recovery of the tourism sector, and accelerating growth in emerging sectors will put the
economy on a higher long-term growth path. | am also confident that the young people of this
country and new entrepreneurs will take up the challenge of innovation, which is the key to
shaping the future Mauritius — a Mauritius where the economy and society will be driven by

latest technologies such as Artificial Intelligence, Internet of Things, Fintech, and Blockchain.

We are also pursuing investment in infrastructure to modernise our socio-economic set-

up and respond to the expectations of every stakeholder.

Mr Speaker, Sir, with regard to Government’s management of the COVID-19 crisis, it is
an undeniable fact that both the World Health Organisation and the World Bank have
commended our response to contain the spread of the virus in our Republic and protect lives and

livelihoods.

Indeed, my Government has spared no effort in combatting the pandemic since the
detection of the first cases in Mauritius on 18 March 2020. The High- Level Committee on
COVID-19, which was instituted on 31 January 2020, met almost on a daily basis and has, so far,
held over 375 meetings under my chairmanship. The Committee has been effective in managing
the pandemic in Mauritius as evidenced by the drastic decrease in the number of cases. The
Committee is still closely monitoring the situation in the wake of new sub-variants. The
Committee is also monitoring the situation of Monkeypox across the world and is ensuring that
precautionary measures are taken at ports of entry to safeguard the population against that

disease, and adequate test kits and medication are available.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Mauritius Police Force has embarked on a series of reforms for
improving the quality of its services, and, in this endeavour, a Police Strategic Plan 2022-2025

has been worked out, which hinges on key concepts of service delivery, community safety,
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partnership, crime prevention and reduction, disaster preparedness and response, territorial,

physical and cyber security, and enhanced professionalism in this increasingly digital world.

My Government is doing whatever it takes to equip the Police Force to better fulfill its
mandate. During the Financial Year 2021/2022, 885 Police Officers have been recruited and
1,165 have been promoted. Moreover, the Mauritius Police Force has embarked on a number of

projects, namely the -
1) construction of the Mauritius Disciplined Forces Academy;
2) acquisition of a Passenger Variant Dornier Aircraft;
3) acquisition of an Advanced Light Helicopter make Dhruv;
4) implementation of a new Coastal Surveillance Radar System;
5) acquisition of additional Speed Boats and Light Armoured Personnel Carriers;
6) construction of a New National Coast Guard Command Centre, and
7) installation of additional Safe City cameras.

Mr Speaker, Sir, since its coming into operation in 2019, the Safe City Project has been
of considerable assistance to the Mauritius Police Force. The number of cases being elucidated
with the help of these devices proves the efficacy of the equipment in combatting crime.

In order to respond to emerging needs of the Police and ensure that our law enforcement
agencies are adequately staffed and trained, a plot of land of 28.5 acres at Cote d’Or has been
earmarked for the construction of the Mauritius Disciplined Forces Academy. This Academy
will provide a common training platform for the whole Disciplined Forces. The construction of
the Academy is expected to start in March 2023 to be completed by March 2025.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Maritime Air Squadron provides critical emergency services to the
islands of Agaléga and Rodrigues. The squadron was equipped with two Dornier aircrafts to
undertake the multifarious roles assigned to it, including Surveillance, Search and Rescue.
However, due to their load limitation and to meet new exigencies, a new Passenger Variant
Dornier has been purchased in April 2022 from Hindustan Aeronautical Limited (HAL). This
aircraft has many advantages, whereby the cabin can be used for ferrying of voluminous loads

and more passengers.
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The Police Helicopter Squadron, on its part, is being strengthened through the
acquisition of a Dhruv helicopter which has the capability to fly at night. The delivery is
expected by the end of 2023.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the existing Coastal Surveillance Radar System dates back to 2011.
Hence, a new System is being implemented with the assistance of Government of Japan and will

comprise —

(@ new Radars;

(b) Automatic Identification System, and

(c) other associated equipment of latest technology.

Mr Speaker, Sir, to reinforce our surveillance and maritime operations, new High Speed
Patrol boats are also being acquired from Japan with delivery expected in December 2022 and
May 2023.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the public is aware of the crusade of my Government against drug
trafficking and drug dealers. For the year 2021 only, the ADSU has seized Rs4.7 billion worth of
dangerous drugs, including synthetic drugs, with the collaboration of the Mauritius Revenue
Authority.

Mr Speaker, Sir, following the Report of the Commission of Inquiry on Drug Trafficking,
my Government took the pledge to implement the recommendations contained therein, and this
is what we are doing. Out of the 390 recommendations made, we have already implemented 66%
of them as at March 2022. This is testimony of our commitment to fight this scourge.

Mr Speaker, Sir, it is expected that the implementation of most of the recommendations
in the Report would be completed by the end of year 2023. And | am saying this also because
sometimes people, comme on dit, peut-étre, ils ont trop de toupet pour venir nous accuser,

comme quoi que nous ne faisons rien contre le probléme de drogue.

But let me only say one thing. Why is it that when systematically the Opposition from
2005 to 2014, and when | say the Opposition, both the MSM and the MMM at that time were
asking the then Labour-PMSD Government to set up a Commission of Inquiry on drug
trafficking, the then Prime Minister systematically refused? Why is it? The only irresistible
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conclusion that | can come to is because it was trying to protect and tolerate those mafias and

those traffickers.
(Interruptions)
And that is why.
(Interruptions)
Yes, but why is it?
(Interruptions)
Mr Speaker: No! No!

The Prime Minister: You have to tell the people; 2005-2014, we knew what the
situation was with regard to drugs in this country. On les vendait comme des petits pates! And
then, was there no justification to set up a Commission of Inquiry? At least? Whom did you want
to protect? That is the question!

An hon. Member: Deman Kistnah!
Mr Speaker: Please! You do not have the right to do that.

The Prime Minister: If you want, | can make certain revelations in this Parliament. You

want to know what happened prior to the Kistnah case? You want to know?
Mr Speaker: Please, continue.

The Prime Minister: Let me continue. We shall keep that for some other time. Probably

in another PNQ that comes on drug, then you will see.
(Interruptions)
Yes, most welcome, anytime!
(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: No conversation, please. Allow the Prime Minister to continue with his
speech. Temple of Democracy.

The Prime Minister: So, Mr Speaker, Sir, of course, we have looked at all the

recommendations that have been made by former Justice Lam Shang Leen and, in fact, most of
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them will be implemented. | must say that there are, of course, some recommendations which we
consider not really feasible, one of which | mentioned when replying to the PNQ of the hon.

Leader of the Opposition.

Mr Speaker, Sir, as Chairperson of the High-Level Drugs and HIV Council, |1 am
personally investing in the fight against drug abuse and drug trafficking. The anti-drug message
is being taken to the schools, training institutions and the community to protect our youngsters
and teens. This Budget is, therefore, making provision for the setting up of community welfare
task forces in several localities in order to enhance drug prevention in the community. In this
context, the National Drug Secretariat is collaborating with the Citizen Support Unit in its
communication campaigns to sensitise the citizens about the drug scourge. We are also adopting
a more humane approach to drug offenders with the setting up of a Drug Offenders
Administrative Panel with a view to diverting people who use drugs from the criminal justice

system to rehabilitation and treatment.

Furthermore, in our resolve to combat illegal activities in the country, under section 4
of the United Nations (Financial Prohibitions, Arms Embargo and Travel Ban) Sanctions Act, a
National Sanctions Committee has been set up to implement targeted sanctions with a view to
addressing threats of terrorism, terrorism financing and proliferation of weapons of mass

destruction.

Mr Speaker, Sir, in the same vein, a state-of-the-art Forensic Science Laboratory
complex will be constructed with the assistance of the Government of India, including the
acquisition of hi-tech laboratory equipment to improve turnaround time and precision for

analysis.

Providing forensic services according to international norms and standards is key for
the proper administration of justice. As such, | welcome the budgetary provision made for the
construction of a building and acquisition of equipment to enable the Forensic Science

Laboratory to upgrade its forensic services.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the Mauritius Prisons Service is a key player in our criminal justice
system. To that effect, Government remains firmly committed towards capacity building of the

Prisons Department through transformation, acquisition of modern equipment and training.
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Furthermore, 35 Portable Cellphone Jammers have been acquired for the different prisons to

block illegal communication through mobile phones by detainees.

Security level of each prison is being reinforced and the Beau Bassin Central Prison has
been equipped with a Full Body Security Scanner used to detect prohibited articles, including
drugs, metal and non-metal objects concealed inside body cavity of detainees. In view of the
success of this equipment, an amount of Rs18 m. is being allocated for the installation of two
body scanners at the Eastern High Security Prison and the Grand River North West Remand

Prison.

Detainees have the potential for change. In this respect, the Mauritius Prisons Service
has signed Memoranda of Understanding with several organisations, including the Ministry of
Agro-Industry and Food Security, and the Mauritius Institute of Training and Development, with
a view to enabing detainees to acquire skills that they can use once they are released.
Accordingly, an additional 17 acres of land has been vested in the Prisons Department at the

Eastern High Security Prison to allow vegetable production by trained detainees.

Mr Speaker, Sir, with the proclamation of the Children’s Act in January 2022,
Government is more than ever committed to act in the best interests of children. To provide a
better environment for children with behavioural concerns, Government will accommodate them
in new child-friendly buildings. An initial amount of Rs2 m. is being allocated for the upgrading

of Probation Institutions.

Moreover, a sum of Rs6 m. is being allocated to help the children in receiving the best

care and support so that they become law-abiding citizens.

Furthermore, to facilitate the rehabilitation process and create a sense of community
living among inmates of the Rehabilitation Youth Centre, a Small Home Project is being
implemented at the RYC (Girls) at an estimated cost of Rs16.4 m.

Mr Speaker, Sir, this Government is determined to keep abreast of technological
advancements in all fields in line with international trends. In this perspective, we are envisaging
to shift from the current format of Mauritius passports to move to the next generation of
electronic passports, that is, E-passports, and provision has been made in the Budget accordingly.

The new passport will enhance security, integrity, privacy and authenticity of data and personal
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information, and will enable a smooth flow of passengers at the immigration zone with less time

for clearance.

Mr Speaker, Sir, additionally, we are also working on the revamping of the Mauritius
National Identity Card System. There have been lots of comments on this project, and today, let
me seize this opportunity to provide some clarifications. The Mauritius National Identity Card
Scheme was implemented in Mauritius in 2013 when the then Government shifted from the
plastic laminated card to a smart card with chip in line with international standards. The project
was implemented under a Government to Government Agreement between the Republic of
Mauritius and the Republic of Singapore at the cost of approximately Rs1.1 billion. I do not need
to make any comment on that. | think we can recall under what circumstances, in what way, and

how this was done. But, anyway, we keep it for some other time.
(Interruptions)
Mr Speaker: Silence!

The Prime Minister: The project required the conversion of all laminated ID cards to
smart cards. The Mauritius National Identity Card System will reach ten years next year, and like
every IT system, the hardware and software will soon be obsolete and support services and spare

parts will no longer be available due to evolution in technology.

It is for these reasons that we have earmarked funds for the revamping of the Mauritius
National Identity Card System. We propose to come up with a state-of-the-art technology with
enhanced features and which may be used to provide a wider spectrum of customised e-services

to the Mauritian citizens.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the port and aviation sectors will continue to play a vital role in the
economic development of the country as they are the only gateways for the import and export of
goods and transportation and handling of passengers, including tourists.

In order to enhance port efficiency and security, the MPA has already embarked on the
implementation of a number of projects such as adoption of new technologies and the use of
renewable energy sources, installation of CCTV Cameras and Access Control System,
procurement of oil spill combat equipment, chartering of one additional tug and procurement of

four small tugs.
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Other projects in the pipeline include the implementation of a lighter version of the
Maritime Single Window to cater for vessel clearance at Port Louis Harbour costing around
Rs15 m., and the review of the Port Master Plan, taking especially into consideration the impact
of the pandemic and the resulting economic downturn which has disrupted the global logistics

chain.

Mr Speaker, Sir, we are also expecting the cruise tourism sector to regain some
momentum, with some 10 cruise vessels projected to call at Port Louis Harbour in year 2022/23,
especially with the commissioning of the new Cruise Terminal Building at Les Salines by end of

this year.

The aviation sector has also been strongly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, but
with the gradual recovery of international travel and tourism, it is now being called upon to
sustain economic growth. The development of the tourism sector will hinge largely on the
adaptability of the aviation industry to generate the necessary seat capacity in the short, medium
and long terms through a well-planned strategy, involving Air Mauritius, the national carrier, as

well as other airlines.

Mauritius is opening its skies gradually with a diverse number of airlines serving
Mauritius from key tourist sources. Our strategy is to attract as many airlines under the different
Bilateral Air Services Agreements and Memoranda of Understanding which Mauritius has

signed with some 65 countries.

Mr Speaker, Sir, in this national Budget exercise, we cannot forget our brothers and
sisters of the Chagos Archipelago. The Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice of
25 February 2019, the UN General Assembly Resolution 73/295 of 22 May 2019 and the
Judgment of the Special Chamber of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea of 28
January 2021 have made it clear that the Chagos Archipelago forms an integral part of the
territory of Mauritius. The resolution which was adopted by the Universal Postal Union in
August last to formally acknowledge that the Chagos Archipelago forms part of the territory of
Mauritius and to stop recognising stamps purportedly issued by the so-called British Indian
Ocean Territory has further reinforced our recognised sovereignty over that part of our territory.
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However, the United Kingdom continues to illegally occupy the Chagos Archipelago, in
total disregard of the rulings of the International Court of Justice and the International Tribunal

for the Law of the Sea and the UN General Assembly resolution.

Last February, Government organised a historic visit to the Chagos Archipelago in the
context of the scientific survey of Blenheim Reef. The visit, which was highly successful,
allowed us to collect crucial data for the maritime delimitation case which Mauritius has brought
against Maldives under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. Apart from
enabling Mauritius to assert its sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago, the visit provided the
opportunity for some of our citizens of Chagossian origin to return to their birthplace from which
they were forcibly removed by the United Kingdom. The visit also received a significant
coverage at the international level. As | have already informed the House, Government intends to
organise other visits to the Chagos Archipelago. We will relentlessly pursue our struggle to
complete our decolonisation process and to enable Mauritius to fully and effectively exercise its
sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago. Government also remains committed to implementing

a programme for resettlement in the Chagos Archipelago.

Mr Speaker, Sir, at this juncture, | shall fail in my duty if | do not pay homage to Late Sir
Anerood Jugnauth for his relentless fight and determination for the return of the Chagos

Archipelago to Mauritius.

Mr Speaker, Sir, the development of Rodrigues has always been high on the agenda of
this Government, as evidenced by the number of development projects being implemented in
collaboration with the Rodrigues Regional Assembly with a view to modernising the island and

improving the standard of living of our Rodriguan brothers and sisters.

In order to ensure that all the appropriate conditions prevail for the sustainable socio-
economic development of the island, there is indeed an urgent need to review and update the ten-
year Sustainable and Integrated Development Plan for Rodrigues Report of 2009 in the light of

the changing environment of the island.

Following a request from the Rodrigues Regional Assembly, the Ministry of Finance,
Economic Planning and Development has sought the assistance of the European Union to access
the Technical Cooperation Facility for the mobilisation of the required expertise to revamp the

Development Plan for Rodrigues.
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The Contract for Consultancy Services for this project would require the —

e updating of the Tourism Development Plan for Rodrigues which, in fact, dates back
to 2001, and

e updating the 2010 Rodrigues Physical Development Strategy and Land Use Plan.
The exercise would be completed by the first quarter of 2023.

Mr Speaker, Sir, in order to address the long-standing water shortage in Rodrigues, and as
announced in the Budget Speech, an amount of Rs1 billion will be invested in desalination plants
by the Mauritius Investment Corporation. Additionally, an amount of Rs36.3 m. has been
provided in the budget of the Rodrigues Regional Assembly for the construction and upgrading

of reservoirs, dams and boreholes.

As part of the transformational development of the island, a new runway at Plaine Corail
Airport will be constructed, and provision has been made in the Budget for an amount of around

Rs4 billion for the project over the next three years.

Mr Speaker, Sir, additionally, a Technopark is being constructed at Baladirou to promote
entrepreneurship and employment in the field of ICT. An amount of Rs125 m. is being provided

for the completion of this project in early 2023.

Moreover, to further boost up economic development in the island, it is also imperative to
address the issue of the cost of freight between Mauritius and Rodrigues. In this respect, the 20%
rebate on the cost of freight between Mauritius and Rodrigues announced last year is being

maintained.

To increase competitiveness of local manufacturing products, exports from Rodrigues to
Mauritius will also benefit from the Freight Rebate Scheme and the Trade Promotion and

Marketing Scheme.

An amount of Rs20 m. is being provided under the budget of the Ministry of Agro-
Industry and Food Security for the operationalisation of a slaughter house. The existing building
at Baie Diamant will be refurbished and equipped to allow the slaughtering of cattle, goat and

sheep according to norms.
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An amount of Rs5 m. has also been earmarked under the budget of the Ministry of Agro-
Industry for the extension of all schemes for the agricultural and livestock sector to Rodrigues.
Furthermore, with a view to supporting the tourism industry in Rodrigues, the subsidy on Special
Rodrigues Holiday Package and Subsidy on Airfare will be extended up to September 2023.

Mr Speaker, Sir, to enable the island to achieve its development goals, a total grant of
Rs4.790 billion is being provided to the Rodrigues Regional Assembly in the forthcoming
financial year. This is inclusive of an amount of Rs100 m. from the COVID-19 Projects
Development Fund for the construction of 30 kms of track roads and Rs60 m. from the National

Environment and Climate Change Fund for the implementation of environmental projects.

Mr Speaker, Sir, my Government has at heart the sustainable development of all islands
of our Republic. With this Budget, my Government is focused on bringing development to
Agaléga in a greener and more environment-friendly manner. The installation of solar lights at
strategic places in Agaléga shows the vision of a responsible Government which is steadfast in

its commitment to shift to renewable energy sources for the benefit of its citizens.

My Government is keen on developing the fishing sector in Agaléga, and to that end, the
Ministry of Blue Economy has carried out a survey in order to develop and promote the fishing
sector. The closeness of the Saya de Malha and Nazareth Banks with Agaléga is a non-negligible
factor for the development of the fishing sector, coupled with the realisation of the airstrip and

jetty projects.

This Government is mindful of the intrinsic problems faced by our citizens in Agaléga
due to its smallness, remoteness, and frail ecosystems; lack of transport and communication
facilities. Notwithstanding all these constraints, we are determined to bring development at the

doorsteps of citizens in Agaléga.

Moreover, we have received the assistance of AFCONS Ltd, as part of its CSR, to

implement several projects for the benefit of all citizens in Agaléga.

Besides, other projects have already been implemented under its Community
Development and Social Outreach Programme, namely road improvement, provision of water
supply in primary school, construction of a football ground, an open gymnasium, and renovation

of a church, amongst others.
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Mr Speaker, Sir, the development of activities linked to our Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) remains a top priority for my Government. It is, therefore, of paramount importance that
our maritime zones are properly managed. The Offshore Petroleum Act has been passed in
December 2021 and this shows our commitment to modernise our legislative frameworks so that
they are in line with the current international trends whilst ensuring the protection of
environment. My Government is mindful that to facilitate the process of exploration and
exploitation of our maritime zones and resources, it is essential to upgrade our surveying
capabilities. As such, budgetary provision has been made for the Department for Continental
Shelf, Maritime Zones Administration and Exploration to carry out its survey activities which

will shed more light on the latent potential of our vast maritime territory.

Mr Speaker, Sir, on 24 May 2022, the National Environment Cleaning Authority Bill was

passed in the National Assembly. Procedures are ongoing for the proclamation of the Act.

The Act provides for the setting up of a National Environment Cleaning Authority which
will be an apex institution responsible for the development and implementation of a National
Cleaning Strategy with an Action Plan for the island of Mauritius. An amount of Rs16 m. is

being provided to kick-start the setting-up of the Authority.

Mr Speaker, Sir, fighting the scourge of gender-based violence remains a top priority for
my Government. In fact, | am chairing the High-Level Committee for the Elimination of Gender-
Based Violence that provides me with the opportunity to personally take stock of the current
situation, the measures being taken and to consider further options in addressing this issue. The
National Strategy and Action Plan for the Elimination of Gender-Based Violence is being
implemented to address all existing lacunas which may give rise to gender-based violence. The
LESPWAR Mobile App is an overwhelming success and is contributing in saving the lives of
victims in distress. There is still a long way to go, | must admit, but nothing can divert our

trajectory as we seek to tackle this national issue.

Mr Speaker, Sir, one of the measures announced in the Budget Speech is that the Basic
Widow’s pension will be extended to Muslim widows through tardy registration of religious
marriage before the Muslim Family Council.

Members of the House know that this is a long-standing issue. We are addressing it in a

way we believe is just and feasible. The House may rest assured that we have looked into the
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legal side of it and we will be acting accordingly through appropriate amendments to the Civil
Status Act. And, again, some Members of the Opposition have been in Government from 2005 to

2014, but nothing has been done. Nothing has been done.

And, now, when we are giving the opportunity for a fair treatment, on est en train de
rétablir la justice for all those women, some of them are saying it is not enough and that we
should be doing more. You have done nothing in the past! Toujours de la démagogie, M. le

président.

In our endeavour to facilitate public service delivery and to encourage citizens’
participation, access to the Citizen Support Portal is being enhanced through new initiatives
being introduced by the Citizen Support Unit. In August 2021, the Unit’s Mobile App was
launched with the objective to improve connectivity for citizen engagement by reaching out to
every single Mauritian. In collaboration with the Ministry of Information Technology,
Communication and Innovation, the development of a Government Chatbot is in the pipeline,
which would embody my Government’s vision for a transition towards higher digitalisation of

public services and higher connectivity. Access to public services within a click is our end goal.

Mr Speaker, Sir, in our endeavour to modernise every aspect of socio-economic activity
in our country, my Government also wishes to endow the country with a state-of-the-art
Racecourse and Entertainment Complex in Céte d’Or. To that end, the Cdte d’Or International
Racecourse and Entertainment Complex Limited will spearhead a design-build-operate new
state-of-the art racecourse and entertainment project under the Public Private Partnership
framework. This new infrastructure will not only provide our population and visitors with an
entertainment venue of excellence but will also set the stage for the development of a broader

equine sector.

The horseracing industry has entered a new era with regulatory and governance functions
falling under the Horse Racing Division of the Gambling Regulatory Authority. Integrity,
transparency and adoption of the best international practices in horseracing will henceforth be
the guiding mantras for all stakeholders concerned. This new era is underpinned by the
democratisation of the organisation of horseracing as there will not be any monopolistic situation

anymore.
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I must emphasise that through the GRA/HRD, Government is injecting some Rs95 m.

annually in this industry to ensure its sustainability.

M. le président, je souhaite dire a la Chambre que plus jamais un organisateur des courses
ne va prendre I’industrie hippique en otage. Plus jamais certains ne vont se liguer pour agir
comme un ‘Etat’ dans un Etat. Nous mettons de I’ordre dans les courses hippiques et assurons sa
pérennité. Cette industrie a un énorme potentiel économique. Elle ne peut demeurer I’apanage

d’un petit groupe qui a fait la pluie et le beau temps pendant trop longtemps.

Je ne suis pas surpris par la réaction des députés du MMM, les honorables Bhagwan et
Quirin en particulier, dans leurs attaques gratuites contre la Gambling Regulatory Authority et
aussi contre le gouvernement. De par leurs commentaires, on peut comprendre que ces donneurs
de lecons s’opposent a ce que la mafia mentionnée dans le rapport Parry puisse étre mise au pas.
Ils s’opposent a ce qu’il y ait une fin & ces pratiques hautement préjudiciables et dénoncées

pendant des decennies par des différents partenaires de I’industrie hippique.

Le MMM réagit - et je I’ai dit dans une récente intervention au Parlement - parce que les
pactoles sont en jeu. Ces pactoles qui arrivent dans les caisses du MMM régulierement de leurs
copains liés aux courses hippiques sont vitaux pour assurer la pérennité du parti. Sans les leviers
dont disposaient certains pour faire de I’argent sur le dos des turfistes, ces pactoles ne seront plus
disponibles. C’est cela qui heurte le MMM. C’est cela qui explique les états d’ame du députe

Bhagwan.

Il est important, M. le président, de dénoncer encore une fois I’hypocrisie du MMM par
rapport a plusieurs dossiers. M. le président, je vais poser une seule question. Peut-étre
I’honorable Bhagwan et le MMM pourront nous dire quel mécanisme a été utilisé par un
Monsieur J. M. G. qui a utilisé une compagnie pour faire entrer le financement dans la caisse du
MMM. Répondez !

(Interruptions)

Si vous étes honnétes, dites-le a la population. Et c’est pourquoi je dis qu’il est important de

dénoncer encore une fois I’hypocrisie du MMM par rapport & plusieurs dossiers.
(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: Order!
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The Prime Minister: D’ailleurs, le MMM prétend qu’il milite contre le trafic de drogue.
Mais qu’avons-nous vu ces derniers temps ? Ce méme MMM, les honorables membres de ce

parti, et pas les moindres, I’honorable Uteem qui est venu défendre ici...
Mr Uteem: Zame pa’nn defann...
Mr Speaker: Order!
The Prime Minister: Qui est venu défendre ici ?
(Interruptions)
Mr Speaker: Order! This is democracy!
(Interruptions)
This is democracy! You are out of order!
(Interruptions)
You are out of order!
Mr Uteem: Can he accuse me?
Mr Speaker: You are out of order! You don’t have the floor!
(Interruptions)
You don’t have the floor!
(Interruptions)
You don’t have the floor! You have to remain quiet!
(Interruptions)

And if you continue, you have to walk out! Last warning! This is the temple of democracy. You
made your speech. The hon. Prime Minister has the right, the constitutional right to reply. Let

him reply!
Please, continue!

The Prime Minister: If you are not agreeable, take a point of order!
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Tout le monde, la population a vu, ici - heureusement, qu’il y a le Live Broadcasting -
comment I’honorable Uteem est venu défendre un trafiquant de drogue dans cette auguste
Assemblée. Je fais référence au Slovaque condamné a 22 ans de prison pour de sérieux délits de
drogue ; des drogues d’une valeur marchande d’environ R 700 millions. Ce criminel a été repris

du territoire mauricien par les autorités de son pays.

Et la méme hypocrisie, M. le président, on la voit sur le dossier hippique. Dois-je
rappeler que la Commission d’enquéte sur les courses hippiques, instituée en 2014, trouve son
origine dans les discussions que I’ancien Premier ministre avait eues avec celui qui se présente
comme le copain de I’honorable Paul Raymond Bérenger, Leader du MMM ? Je parle de ce
Monsieur J. M. G. a qui j’ai fait référence. C’était du temps de koz kozer entre le MMM et le
Parti travailliste. L4, je ne sais pas s’il y a koz kozer. Il n’arrive pas & avoir un rendez-vous! Un
rendez-vous ! Voila ou est tombé le MMM ! llIs sont en train de supplier le chef du Parti
travailliste, pas pour se rapprocher, mais pour avoir un rendez-vous, s’il vous plait ! En creole,
on ditena bezer la! Peut-étre que le Leader du PMSD ne le sait pas!

(Interruptions)
Mr Speaker: Order, now!
(Interruptions)
Mr Speaker: Order !
The Prime Minister: Il peut vérifier dans I’ Alliance de L’Espoir!
(Interruptions)

Mr Speaker: Order! Now, you continue hon. Prime Minister!

The Prime Minister: Monsieur J.M.G. avait dit a I’ancien Premier ministre qu’il y avait
une mafia au pluriel - les mots exacts qu’il avait dit ; mafia au pluriel -qui dirige les courses
hippiques a Maurice. Et quand le rapport final de la Commission d’enquéte nous a été remis en
mars 2015, nous avons constaté a quel point la situation était pourrie et menagcait I’existence
méme de cette industrie. Nous avons pris connaissance des tenants et aboutissants de cette mafia
au pluriel. Il faut bien se demander qui était au pouvoir quand cette mafia est devenue si
puissante. Mais quand on entend les membres du MMM, et certains méme au Parti travailliste —
en prenant des actions courageuses pour implémenter les recommandations du rapport Parry que

ce gouvernement a programmeé et combattre cette mafia au pluriel, qu’est-ce qu’ils viennent nous
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dire ? 1ls viennent nous dire que ce gouvernement a programme la mort du MTC. On ne peut que
dénoncer cette hypocrisie, M. le préesident.

On peut méme se demander si le rapport Parry aurait fini dans une poubelle si le Parti
travailliste et le MMM avaient gagné les élections générales en 2014 et formé le gouvernement.
Au vu de leur position aujourd’hui, il est clair qu’ils n’auraient pas agi comme nous I’avons fait,
sans peur et sans visiere.

M. le président, ce gouvernement ne va jamais tolérer aucune mafia, qu’elle soit au sein
de I’industrie hippique ou dans d’autres milieux. Nous sommes crédibles. C’est pour cela que les
Mauriciens, dans leur grande majorité, nous font confiance, contrairement a I’Opposition, qui, a
travers des différentes prises de position contradictoires, des gesticulations qui ne sont pas
crédibles, s’emmélent dans des contradictions et sa haine viscérale vis-a-vis du gouvernement.

Mr Speaker, Sir, if we want to see the transformation which our country is witnessing and
the changing landscape with the unending infrastructural development, I invite Members of the
Opposition to take a ride in the Metro from Port Louis to Phoenix and shortly to Curepipe and
Reéduit. I am sure they will enjoy the ride.

Mr Speaker, Sir, with this Budget, we are once again proving our commitment, as a
caring Government, to support our citizens, our institutions and our enterprises despite the very
difficult times that we are facing. With the implementation of the measures announced and with
the support of the population, I am confident that we can look forward to better days ahead.

Mr Speaker, Sir, let me end my intervention with the following quote from Helen Keller,
political activist and disability rights advocate from the United States of America, and | quote —

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”’

Thank you.

(Applause)
Mr Speaker: Hon. Members, | suspend the Sitting for one hour!

At 1.59 p.m., the Sitting was suspended.
On resuming at 3.09 p.m. with Mr Speaker in the Chair.
Mr Speaker: Please be seated! Hon. Minister of Finance!

(3.09 p.m.))



74

The Minister of Finance, Economic Planning and Development (Dr. R.
Padayachy): M. le président, c’est avec responsabilité et solennité que je me présente devant
cette auguste Assemblée pour cléturer une semaine riche en débats et échanges autour de la
présentation du Budget 2022-2023.

Avant de revenir sur quelques-uns des points saillants discutes, je salue I’ensemble des
parlementaires pour leurs interventions. Plus particulierement, je me saisis de cette occasion pour
remercier le Premier ministre pour son soutien et son apport, tout comme mes collégues

ministres, PPS et parlementaires de la majorité pour avoir porté haut les valeurs qui sont notres.

La présentation du Budget et les debats qui s’en suivent constituent un temps fort de
notre vie democratique. Cette periode est le reflet de son dynamisme et de son bon
fonctionnement. La force de conviction exprimée par les membres de la majorité
gouvernementale y fait honneur et donne du sens a notre action, portée par le leadership de notre

Premier ministre. Sa confiance nous honore autant qu’elle nous oblige.

Le Budget 2022-2023 a été pensé au travers de sa vision pour Maurice, pour les
Mauriciens et surtout pour les plus vulnérables d’entre nous. Une vision que I’honorable Pravind
Kumar Jugnauth a fomentée et actionnée durant de nombreuses années. Développement,

solidarité et efficacité en sont les résultats.

Dans le sillage de cette épopée pour le progres économique et social, le Budget 2022-
2023 a repoussé les limites de I’exercice comptable pour en faire un Pacte de Confiance entre le

gouvernement et la population.

Croissance économique, développement durable et inclusif, et investissements massifs
dans notre population sont I’engagement que nous prenons avec elle, et pour elle. Rassemblés
fierement derriére le Premier ministre, nous défendons, bec et ongles, les intéréts des Mauriciens.
Ils sont notre raison d’étre politique, son commencement comme sa finité, son objectif comme sa
finalité.

M. le président, nous savons les difficultés, les angoisses et les attentes actuelles de la
population. Elles sont nombreuses, pressantes et pour le moins compréhensibles. Le conflit en

Ukraine, dont les conséquences indirectes mais durement ressenties sur la cherté de la vie a
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Maurice, les a exacerbées. Il est de notre devoir de les adresser et d’y apporter des solutions

concretes.

Le pouvoir d’achat est le combat de tous et de chacun. Aux Mauriciens, je dis : c’est

notre priorité, car c’est votre préoccupation.

M. le président, le Budget 2022-2023 - « Avec le Peuple, Pour le Peuple » est une ode
au vivre ensemble. Au vivre mieux. Ce n’est pas avec une baguette magique, mais avec des
idées, des convictions et une volonté de fer que nous y parvenons. Ce gouvernement I’a déja
prouvé, il continuera de le faire. En faveur de la population nous sommes, en faveur de la

population nous resterons.

M. le président, avant de rentrer dans le vif du sujet, il convient de replacer certains
éléments dans leur contexte. Alors que de nombreuses contradictions se sont exprimées au
travers des interventions des membres de I’Opposition, un dénominateur commun les a
transcendées. Celui de la réecriture de I’histoire. Dangereux stratagéme et vaine entreprise pour

duper la population.

Permettez-moi de rétablir la vérité des faits dans cette auguste Assemblée. M. le
président, I’Opposition veut faire oublier la crise. L’Opposition veut faire oublier son ADN
politique. L’Opposition veut faire oublier ses pietres performances. Nihilisme, scepticisme
moral, remaniement de I’Histoire, de tels agissements n’ont pas leur place dans de pareilles

circonstances.

M. le président, Non ! La crise de la Covid-19 n’a pas bon dos. Demandez a ces familles
qui ont perdu un parent, un enfant ou un proche emporté par le virus. Demandez a ces chefs
d’entreprise qui ont vu leurs activités s’arréter du jour au lendemain. Demandez a ces employés
qui se sont réveillés un matin de mars 2020 sans savoir de quoi serait fait leurs lendemains.
Croyez-vous qu’ils ont, eux, balayé la crise d’un revers de main, comme le fait avec indécence

I’Opposition ? Non. Les mauriciens sont marqués au corps, sont marqués au ceeur.

Nous avons connu le choc le plus brutal de notre histoire. La pandémie de la Covid-19
nous a valu 15 points de PIB en 2020, et deux contractions successives, de 7% en 2019-2020 et
de 6,2% en 2020-2021. Si ces pourcentages sont trop abstraits pour I’Opposition, peut-étre

reviendront-ils a la raison en prétant I’oreille aux secteurs de I’économie réelle.
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Du cdété du tourisme, nous sommes passés de presque 1,4 millions de touristes en 2019 a
300,000 touristes en 2020 et seulement 180,000 en 2021. Mais ce n’est pas tout. Le secteur de
I’hospitalité n’a pas été la seule grande victime de la Covid-19, celui des exports de biens et

services a lui aussi été terriblement impacté.

Le niveau des exports de biens et services est passé de 192 milliards de roupies en 2019 a
128 milliards de roupies en 2020 et a 132 milliards de roupies en 2021. Un manque a gagner
cumulé de plus de 120 milliards de roupies, toutes choses égales par ailleurs. Soit 3 milliards de
dollars. Cela représente une perte d’exactement 33% des rentrées de devises, soit 1 tiers de nos

recettes habituelles.

M. le président, le pragmatisme doit I’emporter sur la démagogie. Nous ne sommes pas
sortis de cette crise en restant coi. Comme I’a indiqué le FMI, pour aujourd’hui parvenir a des
niveaux pré-pandémiques, soit un PIB supérieur & 500 milliards de roupies en 2022, ce

Gouvernement n’a menagé ni ses efforts, ni ses ressources.
Pour rappel, nous avons —

- Introduit le Wage Assistance Scheme et le Self Employed Assistance Scheme qui ont
bénéficié a 542 000 travailleurs, pour un montant de 27,3 milliards de roupies afin de

préserver I’emploi ;

- Paye la pension a 9 000 roupies pour quelque 302 000 bénéficiaires pour maintenir le

pouvoir d’achat des seniors et des plus vulnérables ;
- Subventionné les produits essentiels a hauteur de 5,2 milliards de roupies;
- Augmenté le montant du salaire minimum de 10 200 roupies a 11 075 roupies ;
- Payeé la compensation salariale aux employés des PME ;
- Octroyé un moratorium sur le remboursement du capital de la dette, et
- Alloué 100 milliards roupies pour soutenir les entreprises.

Malgré tout, I’Opposition veut effacer la crise et le soutien historique que I’Etat a apporté

a la population et aux entreprises. Un soutien & hauteur de 32% du PIB, c’est & dire la 4°™ plus

forte réponse étatique au monde face a la crise selon la Banque Mondiale.
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C’est grace a cet engagement sans précedent que nous avons pu aborder I’année 2022

avec plus d’optimisme, et cela malgré le conflit en Ukraine.
Selon les prévisions du FMI -

- La croissance du PIB s’établira au-dessus de la barre des 6% pour I’année 2022

portée par la reprise du secteur du tourisme ;
- Le chémage baissera a 7,8 %, et
- Les investissements directs étrangers dépasseront les 20 milliards de roupies.

Plus encore, en termes de consolidation fiscale, nous avons pris de I’avance sur le
calendrier ambitieux que nous nous étions nous-mémes imposés. Ainsi, la dette du secteur public
diminuera graduellement de 87,4% du PIB d’ici fin Juin 2022 a 78% d’ici fin Juin 2023, en deca
de I’ancrage fiscal déterminé par le FMI a 80% du PIB. Nous atteindrons notre objectif de
ramener la dette du secteur public & moins de 80% du PIB, deux ans plus tot que prévu.

Dans le contexte actuel, c’est une performance que I’Opposition a bien du mal a accepter.
M. le président, la réécriture manifeste de [I’histoire, omniprésente dans les rangs de
I’Opposition, est sans nul doute le reflet d’un malaise plus profond qui la hante. Car oui, en
effacant la crise, ils veulent aussi et surtout faire oublier les positions qu’ils ont eux-mémes

prises et défendues.

Deux exemples frappants me viennent a I’esprit. Premiérement, permettez-moi de citer

les propos suivants recueillis en mai 2020 —

« The BOM has to monetise some of the fiscal deficit and invest to revive a moribund
economy and prevent an economic and social crisis. We all know how this is done in
other countries. Call it conventional quantitative easing, people’s quantitative easing, an
unlimited line of credit to Government, a perpetual bond, a grant, a donation, drone or
helicopter money, the printing press or whatever politically correct terms, it boils down

to the same thing.”

“The BOM has to open its reserves and its electronic money transfer machine to the

Government to finance the deficit and to invest directly.”
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Non, M. le président, ceci n’est pas une interview de la Banque de Maurice mais bel et
bien celle de Monsieur Sithanen lui-méme. A regarder la violence des critiques portées a I’action
de la banque centrale par I’Opposition, il y a de quoi se questionner sur la credibilité. « Faites ce
que je dis, ne faites pas ce que je fais » voila qui semble étre le leitmotiv de ceux qui siégent de

I’autre c6té de la Chambre.

Je passe en accéléré sur de nombreuses autres incohérences et contradictions pour
m’arréter sur I’une des plus récentes et stupéfiantes en la matiére. Rappelons-nous des propos
que I’honorable leader de I’Opposition avait tenus, pas plus tard que le mois dernier, en mai
2022. Selon lui, Maurice était a cette date atteint du « syndrome Sri Lanka » et courrait a la

faillite.

Changement de cap, lorsque cette semaine, c’est I’un de ses amis de circonstances qui
affirmait lors des débats budgétaires que I’Etat avait en réalité amassé des milliards et des

milliards au cours des deux annees passées, accusant cette fois-ci la CSG d’étre trop efficiente.

Selon I’Opposition donc, I’état mauricien serait a la fois en faillite mais aussi assis sur
des milliards de roupies. Bizarre, vous avez dit bizarre ! L’Opposition, sans doute si elle est
vraiment Dr. Jekyll ou Mr Hyde, se retrouve en défaut d’arguments.

M. le président, empétrés dans ses contre-verités, affabulations et autres superlatifs qui
lui collent a la peau, I’Opposition essaie en réalite de faire oublier qui elle est. Ce qu’elle est,
c’est une Opposition avide de pouvoir, démagogique pour un sou, et surtout, antisociale dans sa

chair. Les beaux discours ne pourront jamais effacer ses piétres performances.

Souvenez-vous de I’inflation cumulée de 30% au cours de la période 2006-2008 alors que
I’économie mondiale était, elle, en pleine expansion. Souvenez-vous de la livre sterling a 68
roupies en 2006 alors qu’elle est aujourd’hui a 54 roupies. Souvenez-vous de I’euro a 45,50
roupies, sans crise, sans pandémie, sans guerre, et qu’il est aujourd’hui a 46 roupies en dépit du

contexte géopolitique et post-pandémique.

M. le président, si de ce cbté de la Chambre nous avons choisi d’étre « Avec le Peuple,

Pour le Peuple, » ils sont et resteront « Sans le Peuple, Contre le Peuple. »

La philosophie qui anime ce gouvernement est celle de I’humain et de son progres.

Depuis I’accession de I’honorable Pravind Kumar Jugnauth, au poste de Premier ministre en
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2017, tant de chantiers structurels pour notre économie et notre société ont été entrepris. Réforme
de I’économie, réforme de I’emploi et réforme de la fiscalité sont les trois themes que je vais

maintenant aborder.

M. le président, j’ai entendu que le budget 2022-2023 faisait la part belle au social en
laissant les secteurs économiques sur le bas-coté. Cela n’a jamais été le cas, ni dans le budget
2022-2023, ni depuis 2017. Ce gouvernement a engagé la transformation de notre structure
économique en la diversifiant et en la modernisant. Pour ce qui est des secteurs traditionnels, je

m’attarderai sur le secteur des PME, de I’export, de I’agriculture et du tourisme.

Ce gouvernement a toujours été un ardent défenseur des Petites et Moyennes Entreprises.
Elles sont un formidable vecteur de croissance et d’emploi. La crise de la Covid-19 a démontré
notre engagement sans faille a leur égard. Pour soutenir les PME a traverser la crise, le

gouvernement et ses institutions ont, entre autres —
- garanti des moratoires sur le remboursement du capital des préts ;

- octroyé un prét sans interét de 100,000 roupies aux PME rencontrant des

problémes de trésorerie, et

- déployé et étendu le SME Interest Free Loan Scheme et le COVID-19 Special
Support Scheme.

Ce gouvernement est allé plus loin encore en garantissant le versement d'une
compensation salariale de 375 roupies par mois en 2020 et jusqu’a 500 roupies supplémentaires
en 2021. Rien que I’année derniére, une enveloppe de 5 milliards de roupies a été alloué pour

soutenir la transformation des PME. Nous ne nous arrétons pas en si bon chemin.

Au travers des annonces faites dans le discours du budget 2022-2023, le secteur des PME
continue et continuera d’obtenir tout notre soutien. A cet effet, toutes les entreprises dont le
chiffre d'affaires ne dépasse pas 100 millions de roupies sont maintenant classées dans la
catégorie des PME, au lieu de 50 millions de roupies auparavant. En outre, une entreprise de
taille moyenne avec un chiffre d'affaires allant jusqu'a 250 millions de roupies est désormais
incluse comme une nouvelle catégorie sous la SME Act. Cela va effectivement permettre a
quelque 142,000 entreprises de bénéficier d'un meilleur accés aux programmes de soutien du

gouvernement et au financement de leurs activiteés.
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M. le président, le secteur manufacturier et de I’export constitue un pilier de croissance et
de résilience de premier plan. Depuis 2017, ce gouvernement a travaillé sans relache a
I’élargissement de nos marchés d’exportation. S’appuyant sur la force de la diplomatie
économiqgue, nous avons engagé avec succes des négociations avec les principales puissances

économiques mondiales et blocs régionaux.

Ainsi, en 2021, quatre accords sont entrés en vigueur, a savoir I'Accord de libre-échange
continental africain, I'Accord de partenariat économique entre le Royaume-Uni et I’Afrique
orientale et australe, I'Accord de libre-échange entre Maurice et la Chine et I'Accord global de
coopération et de partenariat économique entre Maurice et I'Inde. Créant de nouvelles
opportunités et réduisant notre dependance vis-a-vis des marchés traditionnels, nous avons ainsi

garanti un acces préférentiel a plus de 5 milliards d’habitants a travers le monde.

En outre, nous avons réduit I'imp6t sur les sociétés pour les exportations a 3 %, maintenu

le Freight Rebate Scheme et le Trade Promotion and Marketing Scheme pour les exportateurs.

Cette année, comme annoncé dans le budget 2022-2023, nous allons affréter deux navires
de transport régional pour soutenir encore davantage nos exportations. Nos efforts portent leurs
fruits, les exportations sont en forte hausse. En effet, les exportations de marchandises ont connu
une croissance de 17 % en 2021. En 2022, la performance de notre secteur de I’export sera méme
meilleure que celle que nous avions réalisée en 2019 avant la crise. C'est en realité l'un des

secteurs les plus résilients de I'aprés-Covid-19.

M. le président, la modernisation du secteur agricole pour une meilleure productivité et
une plus grande auto-suffisance est prioritaire pour notre économie et notre population. Tant la
pandémie que le conflit en Ukraine en sont un puissant rappel. Pour encourager un retour a la
terre et les circuits courts, le gouvernement a au cours des derniéres années créé une base de
données centralisée, un Land Bank sous Landscope Ltd. pour mettre en relation les propriétaires

terriens et les agriculteurs éventuels.

Depuis 2019, nous assurons aux planteurs produisant jusqu'a 60 tonnes de sucre un prix
garanti de 25, 000 roupies par tonne. Sans compter le fait que nous avons supprimé le CESS et
gue nous continuons a payer la prime au Sugar Insurance Fund Board pour ceux qui produisent
moins de 60 tonnes de sucre. Avec la mise en place d’un National Biomass Framework, nous

avons aussi introduit une rémunération de la bagasse a 3,50 roupies par kWh.
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Pour promouvoir le concept de Farm to Fork, un National Agri-food Development
Programme avait enfin été lancé pour améliorer la sécurité alimentaire et reduire notre

dépendance sur les importations.

Le budget 2022-2023 continue sur cette lancée. Je reviens ainsi sur quelques-unes des
mesures qui en font sa force. Le budget 2022-2023 s’inscrit dans la continuité voire une
accélération de notre stratégie pour augmenter notre autosuffisance dans le sillage de la
pandémie de la Covid-19. Nous avons augmenté les subventions sur les semences, introduit un
prix minimum garanti pour les oignons, les pommes de terre et les haricots. Pour accélérer la
relance du secteur du thé, I’allocation d’hiver a été augmentée. Une série de mesures ont été
prises pour réduire notre dépendance aux importations de miel. Les subventions sur les engrais
ont été revues a la hausse pour soutenir nos planteurs face a I’augmentation du prix des

fertilisants sur le marché international.

Conscient de I’importance du secteur de I’élevage dans notre écosystéme, nous déployons
les moyens nécessaires pour venir en aide aux éleveurs de Maurice et de Rodrigues. C’est ainsi
que nous avons décidé d’augmenter les subventions sur les aliments pour animaux, et faciliter la

création de 5 zones d’élevage par la DBM.

M. le président, la péche est un autre pilier de notre stratégie pour accroitre notre
autosuffisance alimentaire. Plusieurs mesures ont été proposées dans le Budget pour augmenter
la production de poisson et améliorer la sécurité de nos pécheurs. En sus de I’allocation de
mauvais temps qui passe a 575 roupies, nous offrons une subvention de 5,000 roupies aux
pécheurs pour I’achat de matériaux pour la construction de casiers a poisson. Au total nous

allouons quelque 3 milliards de roupies pour nos agriculteurs, planteurs et pécheurs.

M. le président, je ne pourrais terminer ce tour d’horizon des secteurs traditionnels de
notre économie sans aborder le secteur touristique. Au fil des ans, Maurice s'est positionné
comme une destination touristique exclusive de premier plan. Le secteur du tourisme est un
pilier de notre économie. Avant la pandémie, il contribuait directement et indirectement a

environ 25 % de notre PIB.

Notre stratégie de diversification des marchés engagés au cours des annees pré-Covid
nous avait permis d'élargir notre base touristique en ciblant les touristes des marchés émergents

notamment en Asie, en Afrique de I’Est et au Moyen Orient, tout en continuant de pouvoir
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compter sur nos marchés traditionnels que sont I’Europe, la Réunion et I’Afrique du Sud. Nul

besoin de dire que la pandémie de la Covid-19 a réduit tous nos efforts.

Mais, jamais - je dis bien jamais - ce gouvernement n’a laissé le secteur du tourisme pour
mort. Notre stratégie a été de maintenir les emplois, le potentiel en attendant la réouverture des
frontieres. Au travers du Wage Assistance Scheme, nous n’avons pas une seconde hésite a
financer le salaire des dizaines de milliers d’employés et auto-entrepreneurs du secteur

touristique pendant 22 mois.

Avec la réouverture des frontieres, la suppression progressive des restrictions sanitaires et
I’augmentation de notre capacité aérienne, le secteur du tourisme renait de ses cendres.
Aujourd’hui, nous sommes en bonne voie pour réaliser nos objectifs. Nous accueillerons plus de
550,000 touristes d’ici juin 2022, 1 million de touristes en 2022 et environ 1,4 million de
touristes sur I’année fiscale 2022-2023. Sachant que chaque 100,000 touristes supplémentaires
apporte 0,6 point de pourcentage de croissance, le potentiel est gigantesque. Nous ne devons rien

lacher. Et nous ne lacherons rien.

M. le président, pour accompagner la relance de nos secteurs traditionnels, la facilitation
des affaires et I’ouverture aux talents ne sont pas en reste dans la stratégie de ce gouvernement.
En 2017, je rappelle que Maurice était positionné au 49éme rang mondial en termes de facilité de

faire des affaires, selon le classement Doing Business de la Banque mondiale.

Depuis, sous la direction du Premier ministre, le gouvernement s'est lancé dans une série
sans précédent de réformes audacieuses et innovantes pour positionner Maurice comme une
destination pro-business de choix. Deux Business Facilitation Acts ont en effet été promulgués
au cours des derniéeres années, en 2017 et 2019, modifiant plus de 50 législations. Cela a ainsi

permis de réduire le codt des affaires et de s'aligner sur les meilleures pratiques en la matiére.

Le gouvernement a également mis en ceuvre une série de réformes administratives en vue
de rationaliser les procédures en vigueur. Pour n’en mentionner qu’une, le Corporate and
Business Registration Department a été transforme en un guichet unique pour I'enregistrement et
le démarrage des activités. Plus encore, grace au Budget 2022-2023, la création d'une société ne
colte désormais pas une seule roupie. Ces efforts considérables ont permis a Maurice de se

classer au 13éme rang mondial dans le dernier rapport Doing Business de la Banque mondiale.
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Un exploit évident qui n'aurait pas pu étre réalisé sans la vision stratégique pour le pays portée a

la téte du gouvernement.

M. le président, le Budget 2022-2023 s'appuie sur cette dynamique pour renforcer encore
davantage le cadre des affaires & Maurice. Notre objectif est de faire en sorte que nous figurons
parmi les pays ou il est le plus facile de faire des affaires, et cela grace au Business Regulatory
Reform Council, a la Regulatory Impact Assesment Unit et aux réformes réglementaires qui

rationaliseront encore davantage le processus d'octroi de licences et de permis.

En paralléle, nous nous sommes engagés dans une stratégie d’ouverture des frontieres et
d’attraction des talents et compétences a I’international. Au cours des derniers budgets présentes,
nous avons facilité I’octroi des permis de résidence et de travail tout en introduisant le Premium
Visa. Sous ce régime, prés de 2,000 touristes ont déja choisi de vivre et de télé-travailler depuis
Maurice. L'indice Work from Wherever de KAYAK a ainsi révélé que Maurice était le quatrieme
meilleur pays au monde pour les nomades numériques. Cette excellente performance permet
justement a Maurice de dessiner les contours d’une économie renouvelée porteuse de croissance
et d’emploi, s’appuyant a la fois sur ses secteurs traditionnels relancés et I’émergence de

nouveaux secteurs.

Pour ce qui est des secteurs d’avenir donc, voila ce que ce gouvernement a enclenché
depuis 2017 et jusque dans les mesures annoncées au travers du Budget 2022-2023. Car il y a

une continuité.

M. le président, le développement durable constitue une véritable opportunité de
croissance et d’innovation. Ce gouvernement a en effet la volonté de faire de la lutte contre le
changement climatique un levier d’accélération du progrés économique et social. Je rappelle que
la Commission Mondiale sur I'Economie et le Climat a démontré que lI'adoption de mesures
climatiques ambitieuses a I’échelle mondiale conduit a des bénéfices exponentiels en termes de
croissance et d’emploi. Pour étre précis, le rapport table sur des bénéfices de 26 milliards de
dollars d'ici 2030 et la création de 65 millions d’emplois a faibles émissions de carbone.
L’économie circulaire se présente donc comme la réconciliation des objectifs socio-économiques

et des enjeux climatiques qui nous pressent.

De ce coté de la Chambre, nous en avons pleinement conscience. A cet effet, depuis

2017, ce gouvernement est pleinement engagé dans la transition vers les énergies renouvelables.
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Nous avons ainsi déja lance divers programmes incitatifs pour les particuliers et les entreprises,
les PME, les coopératives, les ONG et les institutions caritatives, les entités du secteur public et

les smart cities.

Par le biais de précédents budgets, le gouvernement Jugnauth a augmenté notre capacité
énergétique verte afin d’intégrer davantage d'énergies renouvelables a notre réseau de production
et de distribution. Des incitations fiscales notables ont aussi été prévues pour encourager les
particuliers et les entreprises qui investissent dans I'énergie solaire, par le biais de subventions et
de doubles déductions fiscales. En outre, nous avons d’ores et déja exonéré de I'impdt sur le
revenu les intéréts percus par les particuliers et les entreprises sur les obligations ou les sukuks

émis par une entreprise pour financer des projets d'énergie renouvelable.

Sur la base de notre stratégie en matiére d'énergies renouvelables, qui vise a atteindre 60
% d'énergies renouvelables d'ici 2030, le gouvernement adopte, dans le cadre de ce Budget, un
arsenal de mesures de verdissement. Cela permettra a Maurice de produire quelque 200 MW

supplémentaires d'énergies renouvelables au cours des trois prochaines années.

En plus des mécanismes de financement préférentiels octroyés par le biais de la DBM et
de I'lFCM pour les particuliers et les entreprises, nous introduisons cette année un tarif de rachat
de 4,20 roupies par Kwh pour les projets du Medium Scale Distributed Generation Scheme. Cela
sera aussi le cas pour le secteur industriel, dans le but de permettre sa neutralité carbone d'ici
2030. Ces projets devraient générer au moins 20 milliards de roupies au cours des trois

prochaines années.

Au travers du Budget 2022-2023, nous réduisons également notre dépendance aux

importations de produits pétroliers en accélérant la transition vers les véhicules électriques.

Le verdissement du transport public est en cours d'accélération grace a des facilités de
crédit-bail a des conditions préférentielles accordées par I'IlFCM.

C’est ainsi que la NTC montrera I'exemple en acquérant 200 bus électriques, soit 50% de

sa flotte.

Enfin et surtout, pour les particuliers et les entreprises, nous avons supprimé tous les duty

sur les véhicules hybrides et électriques.
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Nous avons introduit un régime de droits d'accise negatifs de 10% pour I'achat de véhicules
électriques par les particuliers, jusqu'a un maximum de R 200 000. Une mesure historique, qui

changera nos modes de transport dans les toutes prochaines années.

M. le président, nous investissons également massivement dans d’autres nouveaux secteurs

d’activités, notamment celui de la Silver économie.

Ce Gouvernement a déja posé les jalons du développement de la Silver économie par la
mise en place de plusieurs incitations et programmes pour encourager les séniors étrangers a se

relocaliser & Maurice.

Notre vision est d’ailleurs plébiscitée a I’international. Le Figaro nous a tout recemment

classés comme la 4eme destination préférée des retraités francais.

Notre objectif est clair. Il est de positionner Maurice comme un pays cosmopolite, ouvert
sur le monde, ou il fait bon vivre. A cet effet, afin de continuer a s'appuyer sur la stratégie de la
Silver Economy pour attirer davantage de retraités a Maurice, 'EDB organisera cette annee la

premiére édition du Mauritius International Silver Economy Festival.

M. le président, depuis 2017, ce Gouvernement et le Premier ministre ont fait énormément

pour améliorer notre capacité de production et diversifier notre économie.
Pour faire de Maurice une terre d’innovation, ce Gouvernement a ceuvré en faveur de —

. L'introduction d'un Innovation Box Regime pour supprimer I’imposition sur tous

les revenus dérivés des actifs de propriété intellectuelle développés a Maurice ;

o L'introduction d'un Regulatory Sandbox License Framework pour autoriser des
activités innovantes pour lesquelles il n'existe pas encore de cadre réeglementaire
ou de dispositions légales adéquates. Grace a cette mesure, aujourd'hui, une
industrie du peer-to-peer lending se développe a Maurice ;

o La mise en place d'une double déduction de I'impét sur le revenu sur les dépenses
de la recherche et développement des entreprises, y compris les frais de personnel,
les articles consommables, les logiciels informatiques directement utilisés dans la
recherche et développement ainsi qu'un amortissement accéléré de 50 % sur les

dépenses d'investissement en recherche et développement ;
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o L'introduction d'un nouveau Industrial Property Bill pour englober tous les
aspects de la propriété intellectuelle, la protection des brevets, le droit des
obtenteurs, les dessins et modeles industriels et les marques, y compris les
indications géographiques et les noms commerciaux. Aujourd‘hui, ce projet de loi
est devenu une réalité et Maurice dispose d'une législation solide en matiére de

propriété intellectuelle.

En outre, nous avons pris des dispositions pour que Maurice adhére au Traité sur la société
des brevets, a la Convention de La Haye et au Protocole de Madrid. Grace a ce processus, les

entreprises pourront développer et enregistrer leurs actifs de Propriété intellectuelle a Maurice.

Nous avons également introduit un Occupation Permit pour les innovateurs afin d'inciter

les jeunes entreprises innovantes a s'installer a Maurice.

M. le président, pour soutenir la production locale, pilier stratégique de notre
autosuffisance, nous avons depuis 2017 introduit —

o Un taux d'imposition préférentiel de 3% sur les bénéfices tirés de I'exportation de

marchandises ;

o Un amortissement accéléré de 100% pour les dépenses d'investissement engagées

dans les usines et les machines ;

o Un crédit d'imp6t sur les investissements de 15% sur 3 ans pour tous les

investissements des entreprises manufacturieres ;

o Une marge de préférence sur les marchés publics de 30% pour les produits
fabriqués localement, tandis que les PME bénéficient d'une marge de préférence

plus élevée de 40% ;

o Un espace minimum dans les rayons de nos supermarchés pour les produits

fabriques localement, et

o Une double déduction sur le colt d'acquisition de brevets et de franchises et sur
les codts encourus pour se conformer aux normes et standards de qualité

internationaux.
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Nous avons également aidé les opérateurs manufacturiers a exporter en subventionnant le

colt opérationnel des entrep6ts ‘Made in Maurice’ en Tanzanie et au Mozambique.
M. le président, pour le secteur pharmaceutique, le Gouvernement a déja —

e Alloué un congé fiscal de 8 ans pour les entreprises engagées dans la fabrication de
produits pharmaceutiques, de dispositifs médicaux et de produits de haute

technologie ;

e Créé le Clinical Research Regulatory Council pour I'enregistrement des organismes
de recherche sous contrat et modifié The Clinical Trials Act pour les dispositifs

médicaux ;

e Renoncé aux droits d'enregistrement sur l'acquisition de biens immobiliers dans le

secteur des sciences de la vie ;

e Alloué une exoneération de la TVA aux entreprises de recherche et développement
médicale sur les matériaux de construction et les équipements spécialisés, et d'une

double déduction sur les dépenses de recherche et développement.

Plus encore, les promoteurs qui construisent des installations destinées a la fabrication de
produits pharmaceutiques et d'appareils medicaux peuvent bénéficier d'une exonération de la
TVA sur la construction, de la taxe sur la conversion des terrains ainsi que des droits

d'enregistrement et de la taxe sur le transfert des terrains.

Enfin et surtout, au travers du Budget de I'année derniére, nous avons fourni un capital de
R 1 milliard au Mauritius Institute of Biotechnology pour la mise en place d'une industrie

pharmaceutique.

Le MIB travaille actuellement avec plusieurs instituts et sociétés internationales qui
souhaitent s'installer & Maurice.

M. le président, pour développer I’esprit d’entreprenariat et accueillir les investisseurs et
les start-ups a Maurice, nous nous sommes engages dans la réingénierie et la rationalisation de
plus de 125 licences et permis utilisés par les opérateurs commerciaux. Nous avons encouragé le
Telétravail par une double déduction sur les colts salariaux et un crédit d'imp6t sur les

investissements dans les systemes informatiques. Nous avons accordé une exonération fiscale de
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8 ans a une nouvelle entreprise créant une plateforme de E-commerce a Maurice. Nous avons mis
en place un Regulatory Impact Assessment (RIA) Framework pour I'élaboration de regles

commerciales fondées sur des preuves.

Aujourd'hui, nous sommes sur la bonne voie pour mettre en place un RIA Office sous le
Prime Minister’s Office. Nous avons introduit un Premium Investor Certificate pour pouvoir

attirer les entreprises qui investissent au moins R 500 millions a Maurice.

Toutes ces mesures expliguent pourquoi aujourd'hui, avec un écosystéme moderne et
attractif reconnu par les institutions internationales, les entreprises internationales veulent

s'installer a Maurice et investir dans notre pays.

M. le président, nous croyons dans le développement de notre potentiel économique au
profit du progres social. Ce gouvernement redouble d’efforts pour rattraper le temps suspendu
par la pandémie. C’est a cet effet que nous avons annoncé la mise en place de Maurice Stratégie.
Institué sous mon ministére, ce nouveau bureau de recherche et planification économique sera
mis en place pour formuler des politiques socio-économiques. Maurice Stratégie permettra ainsi

de consolider notre stratégie économique et sociale de moyen et long termes.

M. le président, aprés avoir abordé la transformation de notre structure économique, j’en
viens maintenant a la réforme de I’emploi. Pourquoi réformer I’emploi? Pour donner confiance
aux mauriciens dans leur pays, son économie et ses opportunités. Ne vous méprenez-pas. Cette
réforme n’est pas naissante. Elle prend racine dans la philosophie méme du MSM sous la

direction de notre honorable Premier ministre.

Je rappelle volontiers que c’est grace a ce Premier ministre et son gouvernement qu’un

salaire minimum a été introduit en 2018.

Dans la méme veine, c’est bien pour reconnaitre I’apport des travailleurs mauriciens a
la réussite économique du pays que le processus d’augmentation du montant de la pension a été

amorcé en 2015 par ce gouvernement —
@ initialement de R 3,623, les pensions de base ont été revues a la hausse ;
(b) une premiere fois en 2015 pour s’établir a R 5,000 par mois ;

(©) une seconde fois en 2019 pour s’établir a R 9,000 par mois, et enfin
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(d) une troisieme fois, au travers du budget 2022-2023 et grace aux recettes de la
CSG, pour s’établir a R 10,000 par mois pour la pension de vieillesse et a R

11,000 par mois pour les plus de 65 ans.

Cette volonté de porter la pension a R 13,500 fait partie intégrante de notre stratégie de
lutte contre les inégalités et de soutien a la croissance économique. Au cours des debats
budgétaires, j’ai eu la stupéfaction d’entendre pendant les débats budgétaires que le coefficient
de Gini, le coefficient qui mesure les inégalités, n’intéressait personne dans ce pays. Je

présumais que le niveau serait bas, mais peut-étre pas a ce point.

En plus d’étre totalement faux, tenir de tels propos s’apparente a minima a un cruel
manque de culture économique, au pire a I’émanation du mépris de I’Opposition envers les plus

vulnérables.

M. le président, malgré les affabulations de I’Opposition, je suis fier de pouvoir dire
que les inégalités se sont réduites de fagon conséquente a Maurice, et cela depuis que le MSM a

pris les rénes du pays.

En effet, je tiens a souligner que sous I’ére travailliste/PMSD, le coefficient de Gini
était passé de 0,388 en 2006 a 0,42 en 2015, indiquant une importante hausse des inegalités au

sein de la population mauricienne.

Grace aux mesures implémentées par ce gouvernement, avec notre Premier ministre,
gue nous avons pu inverser la tendance. Depuis, la direction est claire. Nous allons vers plus

d’égalité, vers plus de justice sociale, et vers plus de potentiel économique.

Ainsi, le coefficient de Gini est passe de 0,42 début 2015 a 0,342 en 2020, en dépit
méme de la crise de la covid-19. Ce n’est pas moi qui le proclame, mais bien la Banque
Mondiale. Permettez-moi donc d’illustrer mes propos a la lumiere du Country Economic
Memorandum de mai 2021 de la Banque Mondiale —

“Social protection in Mauritius plays an important role in mitigating poverty and

income inequality and maintaining social cohesion.

Overall, the system is effective in mitigating poverty. In 2017, the poverty headcount
ratio (...) would have been 15.1 percent, but thanks to social transfers, it declined to

9.2 percent.
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The Gini index of pre-fiscal income was 40.0 and declined to 34.2 after direct and

indirect taxes and transfers and subsidies are accounted for.”

M. le président, toujours dans un esprit de justice sociale, je souhaiterais m’arréter a
présent sur les nombreux éléments de progressivité qui ont été intégrés en amont et au travers du
budget 2022-2023 a notre régime fiscal pour le rendre plus équitable et plus efficient. La
réforme de la fiscalité a réellement été enclenchée en 2017 avec I’implémentation du Negative
Income Tax pour les Mauriciens percevant des revenus mensuels inférieurs a R 9,900. Une
élucubration fiscale pour certains, un acquis économiqgue et social trés concret pour ceux qui en
bénéficient.

Depuis, une succession de réformes a été apportée, tant pour ceux au bas, au milieu,

qu’au haut de I’échelle —

@) Redistribuer a ceux qui ont le moins ;
(b) Alléger le fardeau des classes moyennes, et
(©) Appeler a la solidarité de ceux qui ont le plus.

Voila ce qui a permis a ce gouvernement de conjuguer équité fiscale, justice sociale et
efficience économique. Sur ce point, le budget 2022-2023 est venu compléter notre stratégie de
progressivité en matiére de fiscalité sur les revenus. Afin de soutenir les ménages a revenus
moyens, nous avons reduit davantage I'impot a payé par les particuliers. Ainsi, pour les
personnes percevant entre R 25,000 et R 53,846 par mois, soit R 700,000 annuellement, le taux

de I'impdt sur le revenu est revu a 10%.

Pour ceux qui gagnent plus de R 53,846 et jusqu’a R 75,000 par mois, soit R 975,000
annuellement, le taux de I'impot sur le revenu est réduit de 15% a 12,5%. Ce faisant, quelque

100,000 contribuables voient ainsi leur revenu disponible s’élevait.

En sus, le budget 2022-2023 a également permis de revoir a la hausse plusieurs

abattements fiscaux, et ainsi —

@) d’augmenter l'exonération fiscale maximale pour un enfant poursuivant des
études supérieures de R 225,000 a R 500,000 ;
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(b)  d’augmenter la déduction maximale autorisée pour les primes d'assurance
médicale de R 20,000 a R 25,000 pour un individu et sa premiere personne a

charge, et de R 15,000 a R 20,000 pour chaque autre personne a charge ;

(© d’augmenter I'exonération des dons faits a un organisme religieux agréé ou a
une ONG caritative, de R 30,000 a R 50,000, et

(d)  d’augmenter I'exemption relative a un régime de retraite individuelle de R
30,000 a R 50,000.

M. le président, I’ensemble des réformes engagées depuis 2017 et accélérées au travers
du Budget 2022-2023 ont I’humain comme dénominateur commun. Ce gouvernement, a I’écoute
de sa population, est conscient que les perturbations de la chaine d'approvisionnement, le conflit
en Ukraine, et les récents confinements en Chine ont influé négativement le pouvoir d’achat des

Mauriciens.

Afin d’amoindrir cet impact, nous avons, au travers du budget 2022-2023, déployé un
arsenal de mesures pour soutenir le pouvoir d’achat de ceux qui ont besoin de notre appui : les
ménages a faibles revenus, la classe moyenne, les pensionnaires, mais aussi les Mauriciens

touchés d’un handicap.

M. le président, jusqu’a ce jour, les individus souffrant d'une invalidité de moins de
60% n’étaient pas considérés comme éligibles a la Basic Invalid Pension. C’était une injustice

que le budget 2022-2023 s’est attaché a réparer.

A partir de maintenant, les quelques 10,000 Mauriciens dont I'invalidité est comprise
entre 40% et 59% bénéficieront de la CSG Disability Allowance. Je rappelle que cette aide

financiere mensuelle directe de R 2,500 s'ajoutera aux prestations existantes de I'aide Sociale.

M. le président, je m’attacherais maintenant a revenir sur les mesures annoncees en
faveur des ménages a faibles revenus et de la classe moyenne. Premierement, celles a destination
des plus vulnérables et plus particulierement des bénéficiaires du SRM et de I’aide sociale. Nous

savons que les temps sont durs pour eux.

Ce gouvernement fera tout ce qu’il peut et ce qu’il doit pour les aider a traverser ce

moment délicat. Nous I’avons toujours fait, nous continuerons ainsi.
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A cet effet, le budget 2022-2023 vient renforcer le soutien accordé par ce

gouvernement aux 18,000 ménages.

Ainsi, je rappelle que pour les bénéficiaires du SRM —

@ I'allocation de subsistance mensuelle minimale passe de R 500 a R 1, 000 ;
(b) I’allocation a I’enfance mensuelle passe de R 957 a R 1,046 ;
(©) les frais d'administration pour les cours a temps plein du MITD et dans d'autres

établissements publics d'enseignement supérieur reconnus sont supprimeés ;
- Des couches gratuites vont désormais étre fournies pour les enfants jusqu'a un an, et

- La Basic Invalidity Pension ne sera pas prise en compte dans le seuil déligibilité des

revenus.

M. le président, pour les Mauriciens qui bénéficient du soutien de I’Etat au travers de
I’aide sociale, nous augmentons I’ensemble des prestations d'au moins 20%. Et cela a partir du
1% juillet 2022, soit dans une semaine. Ainsi, I'aide sociale minimale est désormais fixée a 1 303
roupies. Ces mesures sont le témoignage concret de notre engagement en faveur de ceux qui
souffrent le plus. Jamais le gouvernement n’abandonnera les plus démunis. Mais ce n’est pas

tout, M. le président.

Contrairement a ce que I’Opposition a vainement tenté de faire croire, la classe moyenne
n’est pas la vache a lait du gouvernement. Bien au contraire, ce gouvernement a fait de la

protection du pouvoir d’achat de la classe moyenne une urgence nationale.

Au travers du Budget 2022-2023, nous introduisons la CSG Income Allowance qui
fournira d’ici quelques jours un revenu additionnel de 1,000 roupies chaque mois a quelque
350,000 salariés et indépendants enregistrés. Cette allocation mensuelle directe de 1,000 roupies
sera versée a tous ceux dont le revenu brut ne dépasse pas 50,000 roupies, soit 70% de la
population active.

J’ai entendu dire par I’Opposition que, je cite —

« Ce n’est pas un billet de 1,000 roupies qui fera oublier la misere. »
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Se rendent-ils compte de leur manque d’humanisme, de leur manque de respect ? Si pour eux, 1
000 roupies ne signifient rien, pour le commun des Mauriciens, ce billet de 1 000 est un

engagement, un acte de foi, une bouée de sauvetage.

Et c’est pour cela, pour les valeurs que nous portons, pour I’engagement qui nous anime,
que nous sommes fiers de siéger de ce coté de la Chambre et de pouvoir, a notre mesure,

soulager le pouvoir d’achat de la population.

Plus encore, toujours pour lutter contre la cherté de la vie, la Petrol and Travelling
Allowance est-elle augmentée de 10 pour cent jusqu'a un maximum de 2,000 roupies et
I'exemption des indemnités de déplacement déductibles de I'impét sur le revenu est portée de 11

500 roupies actuellement a 20,000 roupies.

Enfin, I’acces a la propriété, la protection des acheteurs et I’égalité des territoires urbains
et ruraux ont été promues au travers des trois mesures phares que sont le I’extension du Home

Ownership Scheme, le réforme du Sale by Levy et la suppression de la taxe municipale.

M. le président, avant de conclure officiellement les débats portant sur le Discours du

Budget 2022-2023, permettez-moi de vous faire part de ce récit de campagne.

Loin d’étre un vieux briscard de la politique, je partage, dans cette auguste Assemblée, la
rencontre que je fis en 2019 avec un habitant de ma circonscription et qui ancra a tout jamais
mon engagement aupres de ceux qui souffrent. Il m’avait, en pleine campagne électorale, raconté
la souffrance de sa mere, veuve qui agée de 60 ans en 2008 et sans apport avait pour seuls
revenus une maigre pension de 2 802 roupies par mois. Elle n’arrivait pas a joindre les deux

bouts.

M. le président, comment pouvait-on vivre décemment avec 2 802 roupies par mois, alors
gu’en 2008 —

Le pain maison était a 2,62 roupies, contre 2,60 roupies aujourd’hui ;

Le kilo de farine était a 13,59 roupies, contre 9,70 roupies aujourd’hui ;

La bonbonne de gaz ménager était a 314,60 roupies, contre 240 roupies aujourd’hui, et

La boite de sardines a 21,19 roupies, contre 22,66 roupies aujourd’hui.
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Et méme s’il est bien vrai que le prix de certains produits de grande consommation a augmenté
durant les 14 derniéres années, cette hausse a largement été compensée par la politique

d’augmentation des pensions et du salaire minimum de ce gouvernement.

Oui, le litre d’huile de cuisson a vu son prix passer de 52,88 roupies en 2008 a 64,20
roupies en 2022, soit une augmentation de 22%. Mais rappelons-nous que le Basic Retirement
Pension, est lui sur la méme période passée de 2 802 roupies a 10 000 roupies, soit une hausse de
256%.

Plus encore, s’il est un fait que le diesel a connu une augmentation de 31,4% en 14 ans
passant de 39,32 roupies le litre a 51,68 roupies a present, je rappelle que le salaire minimum est
aujourd’hui a 11,075 roupies, alors que de nombreux travailleurs percevaient 1 500 roupies par
mois en 2008. 50 pourcents des travailleurs touchaient moins de 8 000 roupies en 2008. 90
pourcents des travailleurs touchaient moins de 25,000 roupies en 2008. Cela correspond donc a

une augmentation de 638% des revenus.

M. le président, aujourd’hui, avec les mesures annoncées dans le Budget 2022-2023 nous
soulageons concrétement les Mauriciens dans leur combat contre la vie chere. Un couple de 2
retraités de plus de 65 ans verra ainsi sa pension augmenter de 52 000 roupies par an, soit une
hausse de 22 % de son pouvoir d’achat. Un ménage dont les deux conjoints gagnent le salaire
minimum verra quant a lui ses revenus s’accroitre de 26 000 roupies par an, soit une hausse

d'environ 10 %.

Nous, dans les rangs de la majorité, nous croyons dans I’humain et nous continuons la
marche de I’histoire aux cotés des Mauriciens. Car en tout et pour tout, ce Budget a en effet

augmenté le pouvoir d'achat de —

350,000 salariés et indépendants pour un montant de 4,5 milliards de roupies ;

- 300,000 bénéficiaires de la Basic Retirement Pension, de la Basic Widow’s Pension, de la
Basic Invalidity Pension et de la Basic Orphan Pension pour un montant de 4 milliards

de roupies ;
- 169,000 retraités agés de 65 ans et plus pour un montant de 2,2 milliards de roupies ;

- 10,000 jeunes et femmes qui auront droit & une Prime a I'Emploi pour un montant de 2

milliards de roupies ;
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- 10,000 beénéficiaires du Home Ownership Scheme et du Home Loan Scheme pour un

montant de 1,2 milliard de roupies ;

- 10,000 personnes souffrant d'un handicap de 40 a 59 % pour un montant de 325 millions

de roupies ;

- 18,000 ménages qui béneficieront d'une augmentation de 20 % de l'aide sociale et des

allocations sous le SRM pour un montant de 200 millions de roupies, et

- 110,000 ménages qui ne paieront plus la taxe municipale sur leur résidence pour un
montant de 300 millions de roupies.

Ce sont donc 15 milliards de roupies qui sont directement reversees a la population pour soutenir

immediatement son pouvoir d’achat.

M. le président, voila ce que ce gouvernement, sous le leadership de I’honorable Premier
ministre a réussi a faire, malgré les crises qui se succédent. Et voila aussi ce que I’Opposition n’a

jamais fait, et n’aurait jamais fait pour la population.

En revanche, ils avaient avec brio marqué trois buts coup sur coup contre cette méme
population avec les Budgets 2006, 2007 et 2008. Le pire, c’est que toute cette politique menée
contre la population s’est déroulée sous les applaudissements de ceux qui aujourd’hui tentent de

nous faire la lecon.

C’est le monde a I’envers ! Celui qui tient desormais le réle de Leader de I’Opposition

n’avait pas hésité en 2008 a dire et je cite —

« Congratulate the definite ‘superstar’ of the Government, my friend, hon. Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Finance for an excellent Budget. And using some of the football
terminology, | would like to congratulate him, Mr Deputy Speaker, Sir, for his hat trick,
three goals in a match, first Budget in 2006, second Budget in 2007 and the third Budget
this year,- that is 2008 - and | think we are not far from a knockout. »

Ou encore I’honorable Dr. Boolell — je vois qu’il secoue la téte, il y en a pour vous aussi

M. I’honorable — qui disait de leur Budget —

“It is pro poor, pro-development, pro women. This is what we call three in one, Mr
Speaker, Sir.
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There is a new economic landscape and there is no running away from this new
economic landscape, but they are going to be caught with their pants down, Mr Speaker,

Sir!”

Cette semaine c’est I’honorable Ritesh Ramful qui fait I’éloge de la NRPT. Il est clair
qu’il trouve juste de taxer ceux qui ne peuvent pas payer. En réalité, contre qui ont-ils marqué

ces trois buts lorsqu’ils étaient aux commandes ?

- Le premier but, contre cette veuve retraitée de 60 ans qui n’avait que 2,802
roupies par mois alors que la bonbonne de gaz était & 314 roupies, le poisson salé

Sounouk a 179 roupies ou encore le lait en poudre a 180 roupies le Kilo ;

- le second but, contre cet orphelin, a qui ils ne donnaient rien et avaient méme oté

le pain de la bouche, et

- le troisiéme but, contre ce pere de famille qui se tuait au travail et faisait vivre, ou

plutdt survivre, sa famille avec 1 500 roupies par mois.

M. le président, taxer les plus pauvres est, pour ce genre de responsables politiques, ou
plutét irresponsables politiques, une constante de leur action. Avec veulerie, ils se sont rués sur
les pauvres, ils les ont dépouillés, ils les ont dépiautés, ils les ont épluchés. Ils se sont délectés

avec arrogance et gourmandise de ce racket social organisé.
Oui, ils ont supprimé les subsides.
Oui, ils ont maintenu le salaire minimum en deca du seuil de pauvreté.
Oui, ils ont refusé a augmenter la pension.
Oui, ils ont introduit la NRPT.
Oui, ils ont imposé la TVA a 15% sur la quasi-totalité des produits,
Oui, ils ont taxe les intéréts.

Bien sar, il était pour eux plus facile de taxer les pauvres car sous leur mandature, ils
étaient bien plus nombreux. Ils ont institué un transfert fiscal massif du bas vers le haut avec
pour conséquence une augmentation des inégalités sociales et I’affaiblissement de notre potentiel
économique. lls ont exploité la théorie du ruissellement dans ses plus bas-fonds, jusqu’a
I’épuisement. Elle est 13, la triste et cruelle vérité.
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M. le président, comme I’a si bien dit I’honorable Boolell, avec ce déferlement antisocial,
cet ouragan inégalitaire, ce tsunami de mesures contre les plus faibles, la population s’est
effectivement retrouvée « WITH THEIR PANTS DOWN ».

Ils ne peuvent pas réécrire I’Histoire mais ils peuvent aujourd’hui se repentir. Demandez
pardon a la population, a ces pensionnés, a ces veuves, a ces travailleurs, a ces orphelins, aux
écoliers, aux personnes a handicap, aux délogés du « Sale by Levy ». Messieurs de I’Opposition,

demandez pardon a ce peuple.
M. le président, ils ont cause des traumatismes indelébiles, nous tentons de les réparer.
Ils ont causé la perte de confiance des citoyens, nous tentons de la restaurer.
Ils ont causé I’aggravation des inégalités, nous tentons de la renverser.
Oui, le contexte est historique.
Oui, le contexte est difficile.

Mais I’engagement que ce Gouvernement a pris auprés de la population nous fait nous

dépasser.
Victor Hugo a écrit —
« Oser, le progreés est a ce prix.

Tenter, braver, persister, persevérer, s'étre fidele a soi-méme, prendre corps a corps le
destin, etonner la catastrophe par le peu de peur qu'elle nous fait, tant6t affronter la
puissance injuste, tantdt insulter la victoire ivre, tenir bon, tenir téte ; voila I'exemple dont

les peuples ont besoin, et la lumiére qui les électrise. »

Sur ces mots, je vous remercie pour votre attention, remercie le Premier ministre pour son

soutien et la population pour sa confiance.
Mr Speaker, Sir, I now commend the Bill to the House.
Question put and agreed.

Bill read a second time and committed.
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ANNOUNCEMENT
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY - VOTE ITEMS - TIME ALLOCATION

Mr Speaker: Hon. Member | wish to inform the House that indicative time allocation
has been worked out and agreed upon by the whips in regard to each vote item and subhead
wherever applicable. We will proceed page by page for the orderly conduct of the Committee of
Supply. As we proceed, the time allocation will be announced. | will exercise some flexibility
wherever the need arises. | wish to draw your attention to standing order 73(3) which reads as

follows —

“(3) Discussions at the Committee shall be confined to the details of the Estimates and

shall not refer to the general principles of Government policy and administration.”

| also appeal to hon. Members to be brief in their questions and hon. Ministers to be brief
in their replies. I rely on your collaboration.

Hon. Members, | further wish to inform the House that the hon. Minister of Land
Transport and Light Rail, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and International
Trade has made a request for the votes in regard to his Ministries to be called out of turn, that is,
immediately after the Committee would have considered the votes of expenditure for the Prime
Minister’s Office.

Moreover, Dr. the hon. Minister of Finance, Economic Planning and Development has
also made a request for the votes in regard to the Centralised Services of Government to be
called out of turn, that is, immediately after the Committee would have considered the votes of

expenditure for the Ministry of Finance.

I have acceded to the requests of both Ministers and the Committee shall proceed

accordingly.
| thank you.
THE APPROPRIATION (2022-2023) BILL 2022
(NO. 1X OF 2022)
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

(Mr Speaker in the Chair)
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(4.22p.m.)
Vote 1-1 Office of the President was called.
The Chairperson: On page 6! Hon. Dr. Boolell!

Dr. Boolell: On page 6, Item 22170 — Travelling within the Republic. When was the last

time he went to Rodrigues and what was the outcome of his official visit to Rodrigues?
The Prime Minister: Item 22170. When did the President go to Rodrigues?

Dr. Boolell: When did he go to Rodrigues and what was the outcome of these meeting in

Rodrigues?

The Prime Minister: He attended the swearing-in ceremony for the Rodrigues Regional

Assembly, the Commissioner.
Dr. Boolell: Other than that?

The Prime Minister: Other than that, 1 do not think he proceeded to Rodrigues. The

dates can be communicated later on.

Mr Assirvaden: A la page 6, M. le Premier ministre, I’item 21111.100 — Overtime, peut-

on savoir la nature de cet overtime ? Je vois R 1.2 m.

The Prime Minister: It is provision for payment of overtime to General Workers, Office
Auxiliaries, Nursery Attendants, Household staff, staff of the Ministry of National Infrastructure
and Community Development, and administrative staff who work outside normal working hours
in connection with the functions held at the State House. The increase in provision is due to

increase in salary and hourly rate payable following PRB Report 2021,

Mr Uteem: Page 6, Item 21110.005 - Extra Assistance, may | know from the hon. Prime

Minister to whom this extra assistance is paid?

The Prime Minister: There is a provision made for payment of salary of the Attaché de
presse, whose name is Mrs Anjali Devi Ramlugun. The total monthly pay is Rs70,125. She
assumed duty on 03 February 2020 and her contract is renewed on a yearly basis. The increase in

the provision is due to salary revision post-PRB 2021.
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Mr Mohamed: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. | would like to ask the Prime Minister about
item 22120 — Fees. | see for 2021-2022, Rs1 m., 2022-2023, the estimate is for Rs1,200,000. |

just wanted to know those fees are paid for what and paid to whom?

The Prime Minister: Provision is made for payment of fees to Chairperson and members
of the Commission on the Prerogative of Mercy, and Chairperson and members of the

Departmental Bid Committees and Bid Evaluation Committees.

Dr. Gungapersad: On page 6, Item 22060 — Maintenance, can | know the nature of the

maintenance?

The Prime Minister: Provision is made to meet maintenance and repairs to Chateau and
buildings. There are repairs and maintenance of air conditioning system, Rs817,650 including
VAT. Contract for the maintenance and servicing of the central air conditioning system and split
air conditioners has been awarded to Climenergie Process Limited for the sum of Rs817,650
including VAT for a period of 12 months, as from 01 March 2021 to 28 February 2022. The
contract is renewed for a further 12 months, with effect from 01 March 2022 under the same
terms and conditions. And, then, there are repairs and maintenance of other buildings which
amount to about Rs450,000. There is also a long list which | can circulate.

The Chairperson: Last question!

Ms Ramyad: Under Item 22900 - Other Goods and Services, there is an amount of Rs5.5

m. May we have the breakdown thereof?

The Prime Minister: There is provision made for the payment of uniform allowance to a

number of officers, and so, it totals that amount of Rs5.5 m.
The Chairperson: The five minutes have expired!
(Interruptions)
The time is over!
(Interruptions)
We are proceeding!

Mr Bhagwan: You have not called page 6!
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The Chairperson The time allotted was five minutes. | will tell you the time each time

so that you can adjust yourself. Sorry for that, but I will tell you the time.

Vote 1-1 Office of the President (Rs19,600,000) was, on question put, agreed to.
(4.30 p.m.)

Vote 1-2 Office of the Vice-President was called.

The Chairperson: Hon. Abbas Mamode!

Mr Abbas Mamode: Item 22900 - Other Goods and Services, can the hon. Prime
Minister give the breakdown of the Other Goods and Services? Page 9, the last item.

The Prime Minister: It is provision for payment of uniform allowance to Office

Auxiliaries, Drivers and General Workers.
The Chairperson: So, you have five minutes for this Vote!

Mr Bhagwan: Page 9, Item 21110.005 - Extra Assistance, Rs1.5 m., can we have some

details on this extra assistance?

The Prime Minister: Extra Assistance - provision is for payment of salaries, duty
remission on car allowance, refund on unspent leave, travelling allowances, bonus, and
contributions to National Savings Fund at the rate of 2.5% of basic salary to one Adviser, 2
household Attendants employed on contract, and to fill 1 post of Cook to be employed on

contract. You want the name also? No.
The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Luchmun Roy!

Mrs Luchmun Roy: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Under Item 21110.004 — Allowances,

may | ask the hon. Prime Minister, what does it comprise of?

The Prime Minister: Provision is for the payment of house allowance, Rs9,500 monthly
and duty allowance of Rs48,300 monthly for the Vice-President. Allowance of Rs3,780 monthly
to Aide-de-Camp and 4 Police riders attached to the Vice-President. And, then, acting and

responsibility allowances for staff.

The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Mayotte!
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Mrs Mayotte: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 9, Item 21110.002 - Salary
Compensation, can the hon. Prime Minister give us the reason why provision has been made for
Rs70,000 only while for the year 2021-2022, a provision of Rs285,000 was made? Thank you.

The Prime Minister: The salary compensation of Rs400 which is payable to all staff, but
here the decrease in provision as only salary compensation of 2022 is being paid. The salary

compensations for previous years, in fact, have been absorbed in the PRB salary conversion.
The Chairperson: Hon. Léopold!

Mr Léopold: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Item 22040 - Office Equipment and Furniture,

can the hon. Prime Minister explain why there is a decrease in the sum allocated?

The Prime Minister: There is a decrease in provision as some of the office furniture and

equipment have already been procured in the Financial Year 2021-2022.

The Chairperson: Any question on page 10? So, hon. Ittoo, you had a question on page

Mr Ittoo: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. On page 9, Item 22050 - Office Expenses, from
Rs155,000 to Rs195,000, can we have more information on that?

The Prime Minister: The increase is, in fact, the provision to meet the postage fees,
purchase of cleaning materials and petty expenses such as allowance for making tea, refreshment
for committees, VIPs and other guests and the increase is due, in fact, to the rise in price of

commodities.

Vote 1-2 Office of the Vice-President (Rs15,800,000) was, on question put, agreed to.
(4.36 p.m.)

Vote 1-3 National Assembly was called.

Mr Bhagwan: Page 11, Item 21110.005 - Extra Assistance, can we have some details on
this?

The Prime Minister: Extra Assistance is provision for payment of salary for the advisor
of Mr Speaker who is Mr Ram Ranjit Dowlutta. The increase in provision is due to adjustment of

salary following the PRB Report 2021.
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The Chairperson: Hon. Quirin!

Mr Quirin: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 11, ltem 22060.005 — Maintenance of IT

Equipment, can | know to whom the contract for maintenance has been awarded, please?

The Prime Minister: The provision for maintenance of IT Equipment also includes
control room and other associated equipment. You have robotics cameras from Harel Mallac;
Wifi of Mauritius Telecom; Ipad and software from iSpace Technologies Ltd; digital recording
system and servers, | believe it must be Harel Mallac; Pre-press unit equipment from ISpace
Technologies Ltd; heavy duty printing machine from CBE and Co. and then maintenance for

other equipment which is a small amount.
The Chairperson: Hon. Ms Tour!

Ms Tour: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. On page 12, | refer to vote Item 31112.442 - (a)
Upgrading of Parliamentary Security, can we have the details of the proposed vote of Rs4 m. for

this ltem?

The Prime Minister: This project consists of measures to enhance the security aspect in
the vicinity of the Parliament. The project could not start in Financial Year 2021-2022 due to
more time taken in conducting surveys. The project value is Rs15 m. and the amount for 2022-

2023 has been decreased as the project has been spread over two years.
The Chairperson: Hon. Assirvaden!

Mr Assirvaden: Page 11, Item 22060.001 — Maintenance of Buildings, on peut savoir si
la réparation du balcon de I’ Assemblée nationale est incluse dans ce Maintenance of Buildings ?

The Prime Minister: What | have here is, provision is for the maintenance works for the
Old Parliament House and the precincts of the National Assembly. The Chamber and the Old

Parliament House were very old and need regular maintenance.

Mr Uteem: Page 12, Item 31112.442 - (b) Repairs of Old Parliament House, we have
been voting this Item for several years now, so may | know from the hon. Prime Minister what is

the status of the repairs to the Old Parliament House and when is it expected to be completed?

The Prime Minister: What | have indicates that the project comprises major works to
repair and prevent water infiltration to the wooden structure of the building. Provision is for the
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preparation of tender documents and floating of same by the Ministry of National Infrastructure
and Community Development. The Old Parliament House has a major water infiltration problem.
Technical staff from the Ministry of National Infrastructure made a thorough survey and
identified some major repair works comprising the following —

e repairs to floor and roof of veranda;

e works to put shingles on roof;

e repairs to roof of flag pole area;

e roof drainage system;

e finishing works on wall, and also includes any contingence.

The work could not start in Financial Year 2021-2022 as tender documents were under

preparation by the Ministry of National Infrastructure and Community Development; there have
been delays in preparation of these documents as more works would have to be included.

Surveys have been completed and bids will be floated in this coming Financial Year.
The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Mayotte!

Mrs Mayotte: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 12, Item 31112.442 - (c) Replacement of

Aircon and Electric Systems in Lunchroom, can we have more details on this project, please?

The Prime Minister: This project comprises replacement of the air conditioning and
electrical systems in the lunchroom. Five split type air conditioners were installed in the
lunchroom of the National Assembly some ten years back as the central air conditioner system
was faulty. These five units are now showing signs of failure, and need immediate replacement
with the installation of a new electrical cabling and air vent system. Provision is thus made for

the replacement of air conditioners and the electric systems in the lunchroom.

I am further informed that with an initial project value of Rs6.5 m., bid documents were
received and floated in December 2021. Only one bidder responded with a bid exceeding the
estimated cost of the project by more than 15%. The project value has been revised to Rs9 m.

The amended bid document is being prepared and will be floated in this financial year.
The Chairperson: Hon. Ms Ramyad!

Ms Ramyad: Under Item 22900.004 — Catering, | wanted to know what does it consist of

and if there is only one service provider or many service providers?
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The Prime Minister: Provision for catering services, the National Assembly Sittings, the
service provider is Tartuffe Ltée, (La Clef des Champs). So, the approximate number of

Parliamentary Sessions, 40 night sessions. Well, | can circulate the details.
The Chairperson: Hon. Doolub! You have a question?
Mr Doolub: Already canvassed.
The Chairperson: Hon. Dr. Boolell!

Dr. Boolell: Thank you very much. Under the Item 26210.010 — Grants —SADC
Parliamentary Forum, there is for the 2022/2023 Estimates, there is a sum of Rs5 m. earmarked.
Now, | know the SADC Parliamentary Forum has not met for obvious reasons, can | know when

is it going to be? How is the sum earmarked spent?

The Prime Minister: Well, this is contribution to International Organisations. For the
SADC Parliamentary Forum, we are contributing so much. I think for meetings and so on, you

have to come with a PQ.
The Chairperson: Hon. Nuckcheddy!

Mr Nuckcheddy: Thank you Mr Chairperson. Page 12, Item 22120 — Fees. May we
know the nature of the fees, please?

The Prime Minister: We have provision for training organised for staff by Civil Service
College as well as in-house training and we have provision for payment of legal fees to Attorney
and Barrister at Law for representing the Speaker and the Clerk before the Supreme Court and
other Courts of Law and then we have the MCML Transmission Fees which are annual fees to
the amount of Rs4,830,000 for maintenance and support by Multicarrier Mauritius Ltd. for the
transmission and broadcast system for the live broadcasting of the proceedings of the House on

television through its terrestrial broadcasting network.
The Chairperson: Hon. Osman Mahomed!

Mr Osman Mahomed: Thank you. May | know who is the current Deputy Chairman of

Committees and how many meetings has he been presiding throughout the year?
The Prime Minister: Which item are you referring to?

Mr Osman Mahomed: Deputy Chairman of Committees...
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The Prime Minister: No which item are you referring to?
Mr Osman Mahomed: Page 13, Item No.4. Sorry.

The Chairperson: | don’t think this is an appropriate question! This is not an appropriate
question. Hon. Prime Minister, don’t worry about that.

Vote 1-3 National Assembly (Rs271,500,000) was, on question put, agreed to.
(4.47 p.m.))

Vote 1-4 Electoral Supervisory Commission and Electoral Boundaries Commission was
called.

The Chairperson: Hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: Item 22040 — Office Equipment and Furniture. | will again ask the same
question that | asked last year which is, whether, any provision has been made for the ESC to

have an office of its own in that amount?

The Prime Minister: This is provision for the purchase of office equipment and furniture

to replace old ones.
Mr Uteem: There is provision for an office because ...

The Prime Minister: Of course, it is in the office. It is a policy matter whether they
would be having their office or whether they have some other office. You have to come with a

substantive PQ.
The Chairperson: Hon. Quirin!

Mr Quirin: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 15, Item 22120 — Fees, there is an amount

of Rs3.4 m. for 2021/2022, can we have a breakdown of this amount, please?

The Prime Minister: 2021/2022? But my hon. Member, we discussed about this in the
last Budget. It is not the appropriate forum to be putting questions on previous Budgets. You

must ask question on what is being voted now.

Mr Quirin: Not to argue with you but we used to ask questions also for the previous

financial year. That is why | am doing the same thing today. If you want...

The Prime Minister: No, do not say that | want.
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Mr Quirin: Yes.

The Prime Minister: We stand guided by the Chair. It is about the different budget items
that are being voted now. Otherwise, we can go back to previous years.

The Chairperson: So, this is not an appropriate question. Bear with me, let us move on.
The Prime Minister: Now yes ...
The Chairperson: For the sake of democracy, we will move on. Hon. Ms Tour!

Ms Tour: Page 17, | refer to Item 22120.015 — Fees icw Registration of Electors. Will
the hon. Prime Minister explain the increase of Rs2 m. for the period 2022/2023 for this item?

The Prime Minister: Which page? 221207 Page 17?

The Chairperson: We are on page 15 and 16. So, anyway time is over and let me put the

guestion.

Vote 1-4 Electoral Supervisory Commission and Electoral Boundaries Commission

(Rs4,000,000) was, on question put, agreed to.

(4.51 p.m))
Vote 1-5 Office of the Electoral Commissioner was called.
The Chairperson: Hon. Assirvaden!

Mr Assirvaden: A la page 17, Item 21210 — Social Contributions. On peut savoir la

nature de ce Social Contribution de I’Office de I’Electoral Commissioner ?

The Prime Minister: “Social Contribution” is provision for payment of contributions to
the National Savings Fund for Government employees at the rate of 2.5% of their monthly

salary.
The Chairperson: Hon Bhagwan!

Mr Bhagwan: Page 17, Item 22120.016 — Fees icw Elections. Nous sommes appelés a
voter R 170 millions. Can the Prime Minister give us some details why it is less than the
2021/2022? Is it with the Municipal Elections organisations? When are we expected to have this

election? Whether it is this financial year?
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The Prime Minister: “Fees icw elections” is provision made for Municipal Council

Elections.
The Chairperson: Too much noise on this side.
The Prime Minister: In Financial Year 2021/2022, Rs185 m. were provided as follows —
@ Municipal Council Elections — Rs162 m.;
(b)  For Rodrigues Regional Assembly Elections — Rs23 m.;

(©) Municipal Council Elections are now projected to cost around Rs170 m
due to upsurge in prices of all materials and revision in election fees by
PRB.

The Chairperson: Hon. Doolub!

Mr Doolub: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 17, Item 22030 — Rent. There is an
amount of Rs11,650,000.

The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Koonjoo-Shah, hon. Ms Anquetil is looking at you. You are

slumbering.

Mr Doolub: May I continue, please? Page 17, Item 22030 — Rent, for an amount of
Rs11,650,000, may we have the details and to whom rent would be paid?

The Prime Minister: Provision is for payment of rental of office space occupied at Max
City Building and at Fatima Building for storage of ballot boxes and election materials. Max City
Building’s owner is HV Property Management Ltd. The contract is from 01 November 2018 to
31 October 2023. The rent payable is Rs871,593 per month inclusive of service charges in
accordance with the terms of the contract. And for Fatima Building, the contract period is from
01 May 2021 and 30 April 2024. The owner is the Jummah Mosque and the rent payable is

Rs98,113 per month inclusive of service charges.
The Chairperson: Last question! Hon. Mrs Luchmun Roy!

Mrs Luchmun Roy: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Under Item 21110 — Personal
Emoluments, can the hon. Prime Minister explain the reason behind the increase in provision to
Rs44 m.? Thank you.
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The Prime Minister: The increase is due to review of salaries and allowances following
the PRB Report 2021, payment of salary compensation 2022, cash-in-lieu of leaves, and the
filling of one additional post of Deputy Chief Electoral Officer and 22 Management Support
Officers.

The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Mayotte!

Mrs Mayotte: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 17, Item 22070 — Cleaning Services.
Can the hon. Prime Minister state why the cleaning services have substantially increased for next
year from Rs875,000 to Rs1 m.? Thank you.

The Prime Minister: Increase in provision is to cater for foreseen increase in price as

present contracts terminate in July 2022 and November 2022, respectively.

Vote 1-5 Office of the Electoral Commissioner (Rs260,500,000) was, on question put,
agreed to.

(4.57 p.m.))
Vote 1-6 The Judiciary was called.
The Chairperson: Hon. Juman!

Mr Juman: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 20, Item 22090 — Security. So, there is a

decrease in the price from Rs11,600,000 to Rs10 m., and can we know the contractor also?

The Prime Minister: The decrease is based on the contract which has been awarded.
The contractor is Security and Property Protection Agency Co. Ltd. I believe Caudan Security
Services was the contractor for the period of 15 October 2021 to 14 October 2022.

The Chairperson: Hon. Ms Tour!

Ms Tour: On page 21, Item 31122.802 — Other Machinery and Equipment — Acquisition
of IT Equipment (e) Case Management System for Children’s Court. Can the hon. Prime Minister

give us some details on this?

The Prime Minister: Cases are being recorded manually on paper and, therefore, it is
difficult to track changes and search and indexing of files, which has become an issue. There is
also no back-up file. The statistics cause list and reports have to be generated manually, which is
a tedious and error prone task. The system will enable easy lodging and scheduling of cases, and
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it would be possible to extract reports, cause list and statistics from the system. The task will be
done efficiently and in a more productive manner. So, there is the scope of works and start date,

expected date of completion. Rs6.9 m. is the project value.
The Chairperson: Hon. R. Duval!
Mr R. Duval: Page 21, Item 22120.005 — Fees to Witnesses.

The Prime Minister: Provision is for payment of witness fee of Rs110 to public officers,
citizens who attend court and Rs220 for professionals who attend court as expert witnesses.
Travelling allowance is also paid to the witnesses to attend court. A witness summoned by the

State is entitled to refund of travelling bus expenses together with an amount for meal allowance.
The Chairperson: Hon. Lobine!

Mr Lobine: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Under Capital Expenditure item 31112.415 —
Upgrading of Courts (b) Supreme Court (Historic Building), may we know who is the contractor

who has been awarded this work with regard to the upgrading of the historic building?

The Prime Minister: Historic Building previously Supreme Court includes the
restoration of law books. The renovation work to house the Children’s Court at the Supreme
Court, including electrical works. I just have the estimated costs here. And then it also includes
fixing of shutters at the front and the parking entrances and reinforcement of exhibits rooms.
This is all that I have.

The Chairperson: Hon. Dr. Gungapersad!

Dr. Gungapersad: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 20, one before the last item, Item
22070 — Cleaning Services, we note a slight decrease in the amount voted. Who is/are the

contractor/contractors?

The Prime Minister: The contractor is Keep Clean Ltd and the contract period 26
September 2021 to 25 September 2022. We also have SaniTech Services. The contractor is Top
Class Hygiene Services Ltd. The contract period is 01 September 2021 to 31 August 2022.

The Chairperson: Hon. Quirin!
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Mr Quirin: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 20, Item 21111.100 — Overtime. | see
there is an increase in the amount earmarked for 2022-2023 compared to the last financial year.

Can we know the reason of this increase please?

The Prime Minister: Increase is based on the implementation of the PRB Report. With

increase in salary, rate of overtime has increased.
The Chairperson: Hon. Shakeel Mohamed!

Mr Mohamed: At page 21, Item 31112.415 - Upgrading of Courts (a) New Court
House, | see the figure of Rs6.9 m. for 2022-2023. Could the hon. Prime Minister tell us whether
this expenditure that is planned for is going to be for a new Bail and Remand Court because as
he will surely realise, as well as his colleagues who are lawyers would realise, is that there is
only one Bail and Remand Court at the New Court House for the whole of Mauritius. Would
that, according to his information, include the setting up of a new Bail and Remand Court with

the video facilities included?
The Prime Minister: It is for the upgrading of the New Court House.
Mr Mohamed: It is not, therefore, for the Bail and Remand Court?
The Prime Minister: | do not see here the setting up of another Bail and Remand Court.
The Chairperson: Hon. Bodha!

Mr Bodha: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. | refer the hon. Prime Minister to Item
27210.010 - Legal Assistance in “in forma pauperis” Rs2 m. has been earmarked for 2022-2023.
May | ask him how many people availed themselves of this facility last year?

The Prime Minister: For Legal Assistance in ““in forma pauperis™, | have the figures for
a number of years. Let me start with July 2021 to March 2022: 415; July 2020 to June 2021: 517;
July 2019 to June 2020: 607.

Vote 1-6 The Judiciary (Rs697,000,000) was, on question put, agreed to.
(5.07 p.m.)

Vote 1-7 Public Service Commission and Disciplinary Forces Service Commission was

called.
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Mr David: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 26, Item 31122.802 -Acquisition of IT
Equipment (a) E-Examination System — Automatic Scoring Machine, may | know from the hon.

Minister to what refers exactly this system and this scoring machine?

The Prime Minister: It is provision for the implementation of an E-Examination System
previously referred as the acquisition of an Optical Character Reader/Automatic Scoring

Machine. This is what | have.

Dr. Gungapersad: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. May | ask the hon. Prime Minister, at
page 25, Item 21110.005 - Extra Assistance; the sum has increased considerably?

The Prime Minister: It is provision for the payment of a Legal Officer on contract.
The Chairperson: Hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: Page 26, Item 3112.001 - Construction of Office Building, may | know from
the hon. Prime Minister what is the status of that building, when is the scheduled completion

date?

The Prime Minister: The provision for the construction of two additional floors on the
existing new building of the Public Service Commission and Discipline Forces Service
Commission. The contract has been awarded to Canakiah Associates Co Ltd on 31 March 2020

for a discounted price of Rs56.5 m. inclusive of a contingency sum of Rs2 m. and 15% of VAT.
Mr Uteem: Can we know what is the status?

The Prime Minister: The construction project has been completed in November 2021.
Provision is made for payment to be effected to the contractor.

Mr Osman Mahomed: Page 27, Item 4 - Commissioner, Disciplined Forces Service
Commission, can | ask the hon. Prime Minister who are the commissioners and the packages that

they draw, and if possible, the qualifications that they have as well?

The Prime Minister: The composition of the Disciplined Forces Service Commission:

Mr Deywanund Bhogun, Mr Anirood Pursunon, Mr Henry Jeanne, and Mr Tamanah Appadu.

Vote 1-7 Public Service Commission and Disciplinary Forces Service Commission

(Rs142,500,000) was, on gquestion put, agreed to.

(5.11 p.m.))



113

Vote 1-8 - Public Bodies Appeal Tribunal was called.

Mr Uteem: | don’t know whether | can take it under Item 21110 - Personal Emoluments,
but I want to know what is the number of cases that has been lodged before the Public Bodies
Appeal Tribunal for which determination is still pending?

The Prime Minister: For the Public Bodies Appeal Tribunal, cases from the PSC: 35
and LGSC: 29 for the year 2021-2022.

Mr Quirin: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 28, Item 22120 — Fees, there is an amount
of Rs1,285,000, a considerable increase compared to the previous financial year. Can we know

the reason for this increase?

The Prime Minister: The increase is due to the rise in retainer fees to attorneys and
barristers which have increased from Rs50,000 to Rs75,000.

Vote 1-8 Public Bodies Appeal Tribunal (Rs 18,800,000) was, on question put, agreed to.
(5.14 p.m.))

Vote 1-9 Office of Ombudsman was called.

The Chairperson: Hon. Dr. Gungapersad!

Dr. Gungapersad: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 30, Item 21110.002 - Salary
Compensation, we find a sudden drop in the amount voted. May we know the reason from the

hon. Prime Minister? A drop in the amount voted.
The Prime Minister: The decrease in provision is due to the PRB Report 2021.
The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Luchmun Roy!

Mrs Luchmun Roy: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 30, under item 26210 -
Contribution to International Organisations, can we have more details about the International

Organisations? Thank you.

The Prime Minister: Provision is for contribution to International Institute of
Ombudsman, Associations des Ombudsmans et Médiateurs de la Francophonie, and African

Ombudsman Association. The increase in provision is due to increase in exchange rates.

The Chairperson: Hon. Ms Ramyad!
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Ms Ramyad: Page 30, under item 21110 - Personal Emoluments, can | know when was

the Ombudsperson appointed, the salary drawn and other benefits accrued to him?

The Prime Minister: Mr H. Ganoo, GOSK, former Secretary to Cabinet and Head of
Civil Service has been appointed Ombudsman for a period of 4 years pursuant to Section 96(2)
of the Constitution. He took the oath of office on 26 May 2022 and assumed duty as Ombudsman

on the same day.

Vote 1-9 Office of Ombudsman (Rs16,400,000) was, on question put, agreed to.
(5.17 p.m.))

Vote 1-10 National Audit Office was called.

The Chairperson: Hon. Lobine!

Mr Lobine: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Under Item 22120 — Fees, may we have more
details please, with regard to who are getting these fees?

The Prime Minister: Provision is made for the payment of fees for training of staff in
connection with new audit approach and methodologies, auditing and accounting standards and
to meet continuous professional development requirements. The National Audit Office has spent
some Rs40,000 on a virtual technical workshop based on accounting standards for three officers
in the Financial Year 2021-2022.

The Chairperson: Hon. Uteem!
Mr Uteem: Already answered.
The Chairperson: Hon. Juman!

Mr Juman: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 32, Item 21110.004 — Allowances, can we

have details about the allowances and why such an increase from Rs2.9 m. to Rs4.2 m.?

The Prime Minister: Provision is made for the payment of special allowance,
responsibility allowance and ad hoc allowance to eligible staff as well as allowances to officers
proceeding to Rodrigues for the Audit of the Accounts of the Rodrigues Regional Assembly. |

have a breakdown of these allowances. | can circulate it.

The Chairperson: Hon. Ms J. Bérenger!
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Ms J. Bérenger: Already canvassed. Thank you.

Vote 1-10 National Audit Office (Rs193,000,000) was, on question put, and agreed to.
(5.20 p.m.)

Vote 1-11 Employment Relations Tribunal was called.

The Chairperson: Hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: May | know from the hon. Prime Minister, the number of cases that has been

lodged, heard and determined by the Tribunal?

The Prime Minister: The number of cases lodged from 01 July 2021 to 26 May 2022 is
61. They are new cases because there are previous cases which were also ongoing. So, the total
number of cases disposed, including the pending cases is 86. The number of cases pending is 49.

The number of awards issued is 12. The number of orders issued is 3.

For you to understand also, let me give you for the period from 01 July 2020 to 30 June
2021. The number of cases lodged then was 159; cases disposed of, including the pending cases
at that time was 206; and the pending cases were at that time 74. The number of awards issued is

12 and the number of orders issued is 9.

Vote 1-11 Employment Relations Tribunal (Rs23,500,000) was, on question put, and

agreed to.

(5.22 p.m.)
Vote 1-12 Local Government Service Commission was called.
The Chairperson: Hon. Bhagwan!

Mr Bhagwan: Thank you. Page 36, under Item 21110 - Personal Emoluments, | take it
under this item, can we have the composition of the Commission and when were the members

appointed?
The Prime Minister: The composition of the Commission is as follows —

e Mr Bhanoodutt Beeharee as Chairperson, appointed on 13 March 2020 for a period
of three years. The salary, that is post-PRB salary is Rs157,000 plus salary

compensation and, then, there are the benefits;
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e Mr George Clency Charles as a member, appointed on 13 March 2020, the contract
period is for three years. The salary is Rs74,200 plus salary compensation, with

benefits;
e  Mr Prithivirajsing Munrakhun who, unfortunately, just passed away;

e Mrs Purnima Devi Rawoteea, appointed on 13 March 2020 for three years with the

same salary, and

e Mr Dharamveer Gokool, appointed on 13 March 2020 for three years with same the

salary.
The Chairperson: Hon. Juman!

Mr Juman: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 36, Item 31112.001 - Construction of

Office Buildings, can we know the status of the construction?
The Prime Minister: The status? It has been completed.
The Chairperson: Hon. Ms Tour!

Ms Tour: Page 37, Item 31132.801 - (b) Web-based Recruitment System, can we have

some details on the system?

The Prime Minister: Web-based Recruitment System which involves, Web-based and
Central Recruitment System for the LGSC which will make provision for a platform for the
submission of applications online by candidates and an appropriate backend for the timely
processing of the application. The system will allow, amongst others, vacancies to be published
online, candidates to apply online and storage of application data in the backend for processing
namely shortlisting on the basis of criteria specified in the advert, scheduling interviews and

appointment of selected candidates.

The objective of the project is to enable the Commission to minimize manual
interventions and to switch entirely to a digital mode for both recruitment and selection process.

For the project value, the estimated cost is Rs10 m. to be disbursed in two financial years.

Vote 1-12 Local Government Service Commission (Rs56,500,000) was, on question put,

agreed to.
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(5.26 p.m.)
Vote 1-13 Independent Commission Against Corruption was called.
The Chairperson: Hon. Dr. Boolell!

Dr. Boolell: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 39, Item 26313.026 - Independent
Commission Against Corruption of which Staff Costs, we are asked to vote a sizeable increase in
relation to the previous estimates of Rs216,300,000. Can we have a breakdown in respect of the

additional staff recruited and what does it entail in relation to operating cost? Thank you.

The Prime Minister: The increase in provision is mainly due to increase in salary and

allowances and calculation of CSG and other operation costs.
The Chairperson: No one?
Dr. Boolell: No additional staff?
The Prime Minister: Not to my...

Mr Bhagwan: Page 39, Item 26313.026 - Independent Commission Against Corruption
of which, | take it on this vote, can we know when the contract of the Director General was

renewed, and can we have some details of the pay packet of the Director General?

The Prime Minister: | do not have it here when it was renewed. | can provide the

answer,

Mr Bhagwan: Can | make a request? Every year, at Budget time, when we ask questions,
we do not have any problem that the reply be circulated. Can | appeal through you - | am not
talking for the Prime Minister, at least he circulates his reply - but other Ministers, when they
take a commitment to circulate the replies, we do not have it at all even in the library? Can |

appeal through you, the Prime Minister, instructions be given to the Ministers to circulate the
reply?

The Chairperson: Noted. Hon. Dr. Aumeer!

The Prime Minister: His contract was renewed on 01 of July 2021.

The Chairperson: Hon. Dr. Aumeer!

Dr. Aumeer: Canvassed already! Thank you.
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Vote 1-13 Independent Commission Against Corruption (Rs250,000,000) was, on

question put, agreed to.

(5.29 p.m.)
Vote 1-14 National Human Rights Commission was called.
The Chairperson: Hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: Item 26313 - Staff Costs, there is Rs22 m. budgeted, may | know from the
hon. Prime Minister, the composition of the National Human Rights Commission and their salary
packet?

The Prime Minister: The composition of the National Human Rights Commission is as

follows —

e The Chairperson is Mr D. B. Seetulsingh;
e Deputy Chairperson, Mrs Lam Hung;
e  Member, Mr S. Lauthan.
e Member, MrJ. Ravat.
This is for the Human Rights Division.

Then we have a National Preventive Mechanism Division of which the Deputy
Chairperson is Mr I. Torabally and there is one Member whose tenure lapsed. And then, there is

another Member Mr J. Vieillesse.
Mr Uteem: The salary package?

The Prime Minister: The package for Mr Seetulsingh is as follows: the salary is
Rs188,250 per month plus salary compensation and so on and other benefits. | shall just give you

the salary for the other members -

e salary for Mrs Lam Hung, Rs150,750 per month and other benefits;
e for Mr S. Lauthan, an all-inclusive monthly allowance of Rs82,250,
e for MrJ. Ravat, all-inclusive monthly allowance of Rs82,250.

For the National Preventive Mechanism Division for —

e Mr Deputy Chairperson, Mr Torabally, salary of Rs150,750 monthly with other
benefits.
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e MrJ. Vieillesse, salary of Rs119,500 per month plus other benefits.
The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Mayotte!

Mrs Mayotte: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 41, Item 22900...
The Chairperson: We have not reached there.

Vote 1-14 National Human Rights Commission (Rs32,500,000) was, on question put,

agreed to.

(5.32 p.m.))
Vote 1-15 Office of Ombudsperson for Children was called.
The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Mayotte!

Mrs Mayotte: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 41, Item 22900.903 - Awareness
Campaigns (Protecting and Promoting the Rights of Children in the Republic of Mauritius - EU
Funded), we can note that the provision for 2022-2023 is 1.3 m. whereas for last year it was 3 m.

Can we know what are the reasons, please?

The Prime Minister: The project will end in November 2022 and a request for pre-
financing of €75,000 has been made to the European Union to meet the expenses up to
November 2022,

Since all the activities scheduled were not held due to the evolution of the pandemic, a
request for extension of the duration of the project to November 2023 was made. The response

from the European Union is being awaited.
The Chairperson: Hon. Ms Tour!

Ms Tour: Page 41, Item 21210 - Social Contributions, can we have some details on those

contributions?

The Prime Minister: Provision for payment of contributions to the National Savings
Fund for Government employees at the rate of 2.5% on ceiling and for payment of contribution
in respect of the NSF and training levy for the Ombudsperson for Children. The increase is based

on the annual rise in ceiling of the NSF rate and increase in payment of training levy.

The Chairperson: Hon Dr. Gungapersad!
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Dr. Gungapersad: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 41, Item 22900 — Other Goods and

Services, we find there is a drop there also, a decrease from Rs3,648 m. to Rs2,095 m.

The Prime Minister: This is as | have answered, because part of it is the project for the

awareness campaign also.

Vote 1-15 Office of Ombudsperson for Children (Rs25,500,000) was, on question put,

agreed to.

(5.35 p.m.))
Vote 1-16 Independent Police Complaints Commission was called.
The Chairperson: Hon. Dr. Aumeer!

Dr. Aumeer: Item 26 — Grants, can | know the number of complaints received over the

last financial year and the composition of the Commission, please?
The Prime Minister: Number of complaints received —
(@) public officer using violence — 786;
(b) verbal abuse — 307, and
(c) other complaints — 1,588.
Making a total of 2,681.
Number of complaints disposed of after investigation —
(@ public officer using violence - 279,
(b) verbal abuse — 157, and
(c) other complaints — 736.
Number of complaints still under investigation —
(@ public officer using violence - 507,
(b) verbal abuse — 150, and
(c) other complaints — 852.

In all, to get a total picture, the total for -
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(@ number of complaints received - 2,681;
(b) number of complaints disposed of after investigation — 1,172, and
(c) still under investigation — 1,509

Mr Uteem: May | know from the hon. Prime Minister, the number of cases that were
referred to either the DPP for prosecution or lodged directly by the Independent Police

Complaints Commission in Court against any other person who is accused of brutality?

The Prime Minister: From 01 July 2021 to 10 June 2022 the number of cases referred to
DPP you said? No, none to DPP!

The Chairperson: Hon. Juman!

Mr Juman: Thank you. Page 44, Item 26313.142 — Staff Costs, can we know the number
of investigating officers attached to the IPCC?

The Prime Minister: | see here there are 3 Investigators and 3 Inquiry Officers and

Senior Inquiry Officers and there are other staffs.

Mr Uteem: Mr Chairperson, in reply to what the hon. Prime Minister has stated, that is
only 3 Inquiring Officers, is there any amount budgeted for this year to recruit more investigating
Officers for the Independent Police Complaints Commission?

The Prime Minister: The Commission has made requests for additional Investigating

and Inquiring Officers. These requests are under consideration.

Vote 1-16 Independent Police Complaints Commission (Rs14,400,000) was, on question

put, agreed to.

(5.40 p.m.)
Vote 1-17 Financial Crime Commission was called.
The Chairperson: Hon. Lobine!

Mr Lobine: Under Item 22900.943 — Goods and Services, may we know with more details
as to how this sum of Rs10 m. would be used for the setting up of the Financial Crime

Commission?
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The Prime Minister: As you know, this has been on the agenda before. Unfortunately,
we have not been able to come to Parliament as yet. | can inform the House that | have already
got the recommendations. It is a very complex organisation, we are looking into the issues and |
must admit that this does take time, and that is why it is appearing again with a token sum right
now in this Budget. | hope that we shall be able to complete our work and come to Parliament
with a Bill.

Vote 1-17 Financial Crime Commission (Rs10,000,000) was, on question put, agreed to.
(5.41 p.m.))

Vote 1-18 Office of Ombudsperson for Financial Services was called.

The Chairperson: Hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: Can | ask the hon. Prime Minister some statistics, the number of complaints
reported to the Ombudsperson for Financial Services, the number of complaints dealt with and

the number of complaints still outstanding?
The Prime Minister: Let me quote for two different periods.

For 01 March 2021 to 31 June 2021 —
(@ number of outstanding complaints from previous period — 841;
(b)  number of complaints received for the current period — 273;
(¢) number of complaints investigated and/or resolved — 226;
(d) outstanding complaints at that time, therefore — 888.

For the period 01 July 2021 to 31 May 2022 —
(@ outstanding complaints from the previous period — 888;
(b)  number of complaints received for the current period — 696;
(¢) number of complaints investigated and/or resolved — 312;
(d) outstanding complaints — 1,272

The Chairperson: Hon. Abbas Mamode!
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Mr Abbas Mamode: Mr Chairperson, page 46, Item 21110 - Personal Emoluments, can

we know when the Ombudsperson was appointed and the salary drawn?

The Prime Minister: The Ombudsperson is Dr. Dhaneshwar Maraye, appointed on 26
February 2021 with a revised salary of Rs150,750 monthly with other benefits.

The Chairperson: Hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: Under Item 21110 - Personal Emoluments, has any provision been made for

recruiting a full-time lawyer to assist the Ombudsperson?

The Prime Minister: | see here that the provision is made for the payment of salary and
yearly increment to 13 funded positions and the number of officers in post as at May 2022 is 6.

So, | cannot say if a lawyer would be recruited.
The Chairperson: Hon. Doolub!

The Prime Minister: Sorry. May | interrupt, because | am provided with information
that there is going to be Head of Legal and Investigation for this period 2022-2023. So, a lawyer

will be recruited.

Mr Doolub: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Item 22030 — Rent. Can we have more details
for this expense please?

The Prime Minister: Provision for the payment of rent in respect of office space at
Level 8, Ebene Heights building in Ebene. Lessor is the State Insurance Company of Mauritius
Ltd (SICOM) and the contract amount is for a monthly rental fee of Rs241,902.50.

The Chairperson: Hon. Léopold!

Mr Léopold: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Item 21110.005 — Extra Assistance. Can you

explain why there is such a decrease in the sum allocated?

The Prime Minister: Decrease in provision as the recruitment of 4 technical staff
through the Public Service Commission on a permanent and pensionable basis will be met from

the item Personal Emoluments.

The Chairperson: Hon. Osman Mahomed!
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Mr Osman Mahomed: Item 22120 — Fees, there is a substantial increase from Rs80,000
to Rs240,000. May we know why?

The Prime Minister: Provision for the payment of fees to members of Departmental Bid
Committee and Bid Evaluation Committee for the purchase of IT equipment.

The Chairperson: So, time is over! Let me put the question.

Vote 1-18 Office of Ombudsperson for Financial Services (Rs12,900,000) was, on
question put, agreed to.

Hon. Members, | will suspend the Sitting for half an hour!
At 5.48 p.m., the Sitting was suspended.
On resuming at 6.31 p.m. with the Speaker in the Chair.
The Chairperson: Please be polite and sit down!

(6.31 p.m.)

(The Prime Minister’s Office, Ministry of Defence, Home Affairs and External

Communications and Ministry for Rodrigues, Outer Island and Territorial Integrity).
Vote 2-1 Prime Minister’s Office was called.
The Chairperson: Hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: Page 54, Item 22120.017 — Legal Fees. May | know from the hon. Prime
Minister, what this budgeted legal fees of Rs70 m. is for?

The Prime Minister: Provision for fees to be paid to external lawyers and
reimbursement of their out-of-pocket expenses for providing advice in respect of Chagos
Archipelago and the case against Maldives, including travel and hotel accommodation expenses

for meetings held in Mauritius, London and elsewhere.
The Chairperson: Hon. Bhagwan!

Mr Bhagwan: Page 54, Item 26313.025 — Extra-Budgetary Units — Independent
Broadcasting Authority, Rs4.5 m. There is an increase. Can | know the justification on the

increase and also the composition of the Board of the IBA and how much they are remunerated?
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The Prime Minister: Provisions made for grants for the running cost of the IBA. The
Chairperson is Mr Bhooneswar Rajkumarsingh and the Members are Mr Ramloll Rajeshsharma,
Mr Satydanand Aujeet, Mrs Kushmunda Fulena-Boodhoo, Dr. (Mrs) Nalini Leela Devi
Luckheenarain, Mr Christophe Dick Ng Sui Wa, Mr Anirood Pursunon, Mr Sachin Jootun and

Mr Sohun Neerunjun.
The Chairperson: Same page, hon. Ms Tour!

Ms Tour: On page 54, Item 22900.985- Expenses icw Chagos Archipelago. Can the
hon. Prime Minister give us some details on the expenses related to the recent trip?

The Prime Minister: They are provisions required for hiring of lobbying firm in the
United States, the hiring of Public Relations Consultants in the UK for the visit to Chagos
Archipelago and for the conduct of an assessment mission for resettlement in the Chagos
Archipelago. And other expenses in respect of Chagos Archipelago, that is, hiring of external
expert for creation of the Marine Protected Area around the Chagos Archipelago and lobbying

for resolutions.
The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Luchmun Roy!
Mrs Luchmun Roy: Already canvassed!
The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Mayotte!

Mrs Mayotte: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 54, Item 22900.964 - Citizen Support
Services. Can the hon. Prime Minister inform the House how the funds provided will be utilised?
Can we also know the number of requests registered on the CSU Portal and the number

resolved? Thank you.

The Prime Minister: The CSU budget for the financial year 2022-2023 of Rs9 m. will

cover the following items —

e hardware and software maintenance and hosting of the portal mobile app by

Mauritius Telecom including licences, Rs5,700,000;

e the CSU communication campaigns on TV, radio, social media and others will be
Rs2,700,000;

e the voice reader for disabled, Rs60,000, and
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e payment of allowances and telephone bills, Rs540,000.
The Chairperson: On page 54, hon. Doolub! Please go ahead!

Mr Doolub: Page 54, Item 22060.001- Buildings. An amount of Rs30,500,000 is being
provided for the maintenance of buildings. Can we know for what purpose these funds are being
provided for? Thank you.

The Prime Minister: Because of major leakage problem, provision is made for
waterproofing works, repair of part of the roof including replacement of broken shingles and
replacement of old rugs at the new Treasury building which is a historically classified building as

follows —

e waterproofing works, Rs14.5 m.;

e renovation work (roof and shingles), Rs11 m., and

e replacement of rugs, Rs5 m.

I am informed that the 100-year old shingles have rotten to an advanced level causing
recurrent water leakages which is a threat to high dignitaries, visitors and personnel. Moreover,
the rugs exist for more than 20 years and are all worn out to a deplorable state. So, a first bidding

exercise has failed and a fresh tender will be launched shortly.

Ms J. Bérenger: Page 54, Item 22900.994 - Expenses icw National Youth Environment.
Can we have more details about those expenses and can we know why there is a decrease in the

allocated budget, please?

The Prime Minister: Provision to meet expenses for holding of consultation and
workshops, national survey on specific environment issue, sensitisation campaigns on
environment matters, organisation of activities in relation to environment protection and payment
of allowances to Council members. Increase under this item is due to more activities being

planned by the Citizen Support Services during the next financial year.
The Chairperson: Hon. Nuckcheddy!

Mr Nuckcheddy: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Iltem 21110.005 - Extra Assistance at
page 54. Can we know the number of Advisers attached to the Prime Minister’s Office and their
names thereof, please?
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The Prime Minister: There are 12 Advisers attached to the Prime Minister’s Office of

whom three provide the services on a pro bono basis. I will circulate the list.
The Chairperson: Hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: On the same item, as | have not seen the list, can the hon. Prime Minister
confirm on the list there is also the salary package of the Advisers? If not, can he circulate the

salary package?

The Prime Minister: | am trying to retrieve the list which I tendered for circulation. It is

as follows —
o Sir Bhinod Bacha, Rs130,250;
o Ms Chiaw Lo Siong Shou, Rs78,350;
o Mr Prithviraj Rampursad, Rs32,750;
o Mrs Sarah Rawat-Currimjee, Rs101,150;
. Mrs Damayndee Rengasamy, Rs66,600;
o Mr Kushalrajsing Meetarbhan, Rs94,900;
o Mr Ramprakash Maunthrooa, Rs132,400;
o Mr Mohesh Kumar Ramnochane, Rs32,750,
o Mr Kreedeo Beekharry, Rs119,900.

The Advisers with no remuneration are: Dr. Zouberr Houssein Issa Joomaye, Mr
Surendrea Teeluck, Mr Shankhnad Ghurburrun.

I shall circulate the list.
The Chairperson: Page 55.

Mr Quirin: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 55, Item 22100 - Publications and
Stationery. There is an increase of Rs1 m.?

The Prime Minister: The increase in provision is due to an upsurge in price of toners.

The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Luchmun Roy!
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Mrs Luchmun Roy: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Under Item 22120 — Fees, can we

have more details about what it pertains to?
The Prime Minister: Fees for training of staff by the Civil Service College.
The Chairperson: Page 56, any question? Hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: Page 56, Item 22120 - Fees of which Restructuring of the Mauritius Police
Force, Rs10 m. were earmarked last year and is budgeted again this year. May | know from the
hon. Prime Minister who is the Consultant who has been appointed to conduct this report on
restructuring of the Police Force?

The Prime Minister: The Police Strategic Plan 2022-2025 was launched on 19 January
2022. What was the question?

Mr Uteem: Has a Consultant been appointed to carry out this survey because this is an
Item Fees for Restructuring of the Mauritius Police Force. So, has there been an expert

appointed yet to carry out this survey?

The Prime Minister: As far as | can recall, 1 do not think that any expert has been

recruited to work on this plan but I have to check, Mr Chairperson.
The Chairperson: Hon. Bhagwan!

Mr Bhagwan: Page 56, under Item 26313.160 — Cote d'Or International Racecourse and
Entertainment Complex Ltd (COIREC), there is Rs30 m. Can we know why this forecast and for
what purpose?

The Prime Minister: Cote d'Or International Racecourse and Entertainment Complex
Ltd (COIREC) was incorporated as a private company limited by shares. The nature of business

is for development of building projects for sale, for real estate, owned or leased property.

The main objective of the company is to develop some 175 arpents of land at Cote d'Or to
include the following —

e anew racecourse of international standards;
e activities related to the equine industry;

e leisure and entertainment complex;
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e other connected or ancillary activities, and

o real estate activities, owned or leased property.
Mr Bhagwan: What is the purpose of the Rs30 m.?
The Prime Minister: For these objects.
The Chairperson: Hon. Ms Tour!
Ms Tour: Already canvassed, Mr Chairperson.
The Chairperson: Hon. Dr. Aumeer!

Dr. Aumeer: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Under Item 31121.801 -Acquisition of
Vehicles (c) National Security Services, there has been a substantial increase in the estimates.
Can | ask the hon. Prime Minister the number of vehicles that is being contemplated and whether

these are sub-specialised vehicles in the field for National Security Services?

The Prime Minister: We do not normally provide any information with regard to

security matters.
The Chairperson: Hon. Osman Mahomed!

Mr Osman Mahomed: On the same Item, can we know who is our National Security

Advisor; his name, at least, and the package that he draws?

The Prime Minister: His name is Mr Kumaresan llango. He has been appointed as
National Security Advisor on a contract basis for a period of 2 years with effect from 02 August

2021. | can provide how much he is being paid.
The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Luchmun Roy!

Mrs Luchmun Roy: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 56, under Item 22900.099 -
Miscellaneous Expenses - Implementation of Strategic Plan on Gender-Based Violence (UNDP

Funded), can we know the status of same?

The Prime Minister: Provision is made for an ongoing communication campaign
regarding the mobile application Lespwar via social media platforms such as Facebook, as well
as on MBC TV/Radio and private radios, and for a digital newsletter on gender mainstreaming

activities.
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The Chairperson: Hon. Quirin!

Mr Quirin: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Item 22900.910 - Running Cost of Security
Unit, an amount of Rs35 m. has been earmarked for 2022-2023. Can we have some details

regarding this amount?

The Prime Minister: Provision is for repairs and servicing of VIPSU vehicles,

maintaining of VIPSU Complex, maintenance of security equipment and other office expenses.
The Chairperson: Hon. Assirvaden!

Mr Assirvaden: Page 57, Item 22090.002 - National Security Services. Peut-on savoir si

les R 24 millions sont pour les Goods and Services ?
The Prime Minister: It is provision for running costs of National Security Services.
The Chairperson: Hon. Lobine!

Mr Lobine: Page 57, Item 31122.805 - Acquisition of Security Equipment, may we know

what types of security equipment are being acquired and why such a substantial increase?

The Prime Minister: Not only this Government but also previous Governments, all

Governments have never provided any information with regard to security matters.
The Chairperson: Hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: Page 57, Sub-Head 2-105: Equal Opportunities Commission, may I, again,
get the statistics, the number of cases that have been lodged before the Equal Opportunities

Commission last year, and the number that has been dealt with and is pending?
The Prime Minister: Page 57, Equal Opportunities?
Mr Uteem: Sub-Head 2-105: Equal Opportunities Commission.

The Prime Minister: Number of cases received from Mauritius for 2021 - 119, from
Rodrigues - 2, a total of 121 and for 2022 until 31 of May 2022, from Mauritius - 45, from
Rodrigues - 3, making a total of 48. Number of cases completed, that is, for 2021-47 and for
2022 - 1.

The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Luchmun Roy!
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Mrs Luchmun Roy: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 57, Item 31132.114 - Intangible

Fixed Assets - E-Passport project, can we have more details about this? Thank you.

The Prime Minister: Provision is made to meet the consultancy services for the
implementation of the E-Passport project which will offer enhanced security features to prevent

fraud and tampering.
The Chairperson: Page 58!

Mr Bhagwan: Page 58, last line. Item 26313.048 - Extra Budgetary Units - Media Trust
Fund, can we have the actual composition of the Board of the Media Trust Fund?

The Prime Minister: The composition of the Media Trust Fund is as follows —
e Mr Chayman Parsadsing Singh Surajbali, Chairperson;
e Mrs Kushmunda Fulena-Boodhoo, Member;
e Mrs Bibi Nourinah Hingah-Suhootoorah;
e Mr Taluck Beeharry;
e Mr Michael Francois ;
e Mr Jean Claude Le Roy ;
e Ms Fateema Capery,
e Mr Jean Marie Gangaram.
The Chairperson: Page 59!

Mr Uteem: 59, Sub-Head 2-108: Civil Status Division, Item 21110.005 - Extra

Assistance, may we know from the hon. Prime Minister to whom is this Extra Assistance paid?

The Prime Minister: Provision is made to meet payment of an all-inclusive allowance
Rs41,500 monthly to two service providers, namely Mr Rajendra Kumar Soorjonowa, a System
Support Engineer of NEC Asia Pacific and Mr Jean Patrick Josephine, System Engineer and
Service Technician again from NEC Asia Pacific. Rs996,000 - the contract has been renewed for
one year as from 01 June 2022. Also Rs15,000 monthly to 4 retired officers for 6 months.

The Chairperson: Hon. Osman Mahomed!
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Mr Osman Mahomed: Page 60, Item 28211.015 - Muslim Family Council, can | ask the
hon. Prime Minister who is the current Chairman of the Muslim Family Council and whether the
increase in Budget has to do with the development in relation to payment of basic widow’s

pension?

The Prime Minister: The Chair is vacant. | can just recall that the Chairperson has
resigned some time back. We shall do the needful to have a new Chairperson to be appointed,
but I can give you the names of the other members. The Vice-Chairperson is Mrs Shaheen Abdul
Karim and the members are Dr. Mrs Farida Oodally, Mrs Shamima Sobraty, Maulana Shameem
Seegoolam, Mufti Afzal Khan Fazelkhan, Mrs Farzana Ghoora Abdoolraman, with Mr Salim

Ramjaun as Secretary.

Mr Osman Mahomed: But it is envisaged to appoint a Chairman soon because of the
development in this...

The Prime Minister: | said we are looking into the matter and we shall be appointing a
Chair.

Mr Bhagwan: Page 60, Item 31132.102 - Revamping of the Mauritius National ldentity
Card System, can we be briefed on the Rs40 m., where this project has reached as at now? The

40 million and onwards for the project itself.

The Prime Minister: The National Identity Card, in fact, earlier in my speech | did say
we are going to revamp the National Identity Card System. So, the process will be on-going
because we have to go for a tendering exercise. An invitation for expression of interest was
launched on 24 September 2021 with closing date 15 October 2021. 16 applications were
received. Following evaluation, the exercise had to be cancelled as at least three firms could not
be shortlisted as required by Regulations 47(7) of the Public Procurement Act 2008. So, tenders
have been launched outside the ambit of the Public Procurement Act amongst two companies
which were responsive to the Expression of Interest exercise on 12 April 2022 with closing date
30 of June 2022.

The Chairperson: Hon. Ms Tour!
Ms Tour: Already canvassed!

The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Luchmun Roy!
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Mrs Luchmun Roy: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Under item 22900.099 - Digitalisation

of Civil Status Records, can we know the progress of this item? Thank you.

The Prime Minister: For the digitalisation of Civil Status Records Project, the provision
consists of capturing records of birth, death and marriage, conservation and preservation of CSD

records. Where are we with this? | will circulate the information.
The Chairperson: Hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: | will like to come back to this Item 28211.015 - Muslim Family Council.
Last year, the law was amended to allow the Prime Minister to provide for fees to be payable to
their members. So, | would like to know whether in this Budget, any provision has been made for

payment of fees or other compensation for members of the Muslim Family Council.
The Prime Minister: Yes, it has been provided. In fact, | can tell you the actual fees —
e for the Chairperson, it is Rs40,000;
e for the Vice-Chairperson, it is Rs9,000;
e for the other Members, it is Rs7,000,
o for the Secretary, Rs6,500.
Vote 2-1 Prime Minister’s Office (Rs1,440,000,000) was, on question put, agreed to.
(7.05 p.m.)
Vote 2-2 External Communications was called.
The Chairperson: Hon. Ms J. Bérenger, express yourself!

Ms J. Bérenger: Page 69, Item 22120.008 - Fees to Consultants. Can we have more

details about this? Can we know who are the Consultants?

The Prime Minister: First of all, Fees to Consultants, the decrease in provision is due to
virtual trainings and sponsored courses being provided by the Ministry of Public Service,
Administrative and Institutional Reforms and other agencies. An amount of Rs2 m. had been
provided in Financial Year 2021-2022 for one-off hiring of services of a consultant for the

implementation of the study on improving ‘Port Productivity and Efficiency’ at the Cargo
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Handling Corporation Ltd. I shall get the information on who is the consultant. In the meantime,

can we move to another question?
The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Luchmun Roy!

Mrs Luchmun Roy: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 69, under Item 22100 -
Publications and Stationery. There is an increase in the provision for the Item. Can we have the

breakdown of the expenses, please? Thank you.

The Prime Minister: Can | answer the previous question for consultancy?
PricewaterhouseCoopers Advisory Services South Africa had carried out a study for improving
productivity and efficiency at Cargo Handling Corporation.The financial assistance was obtained
from the European Union, Agence Francaise de Développement for a total amount of 500,000

Euros to the Government. The study was completed in June 2021.

Then, we have provision which is made for purchase of paper and materials, printing and
stationery, books and periodicals, local newspapers and magazines. The increase in provision is
to cater for the rise in price of consumables, such as writing materials and toners for

photocopiers and printers.
The Chairperson: Hon. Abbas Mamode!

Mr Abbas Mamode: Mr Chairperson, thank you. Item 22040 — Goods and Services —
Office Equipment and Furniture. An amount of Rs550,000 was earmarked for last financial year

while only Rs450,000 has been budgeted. Can we know the reason of the decrease?

The Prime Minister: The decrease in provision is in order to curtail expenditure, and

given that some IT equipment had already been renewed.
The Chairperson: Hon. Doolub!

Mr Doolub: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 69, Item 31121.801 - Acquisition of
Vehicles. May we have details on the vehicles purchased?

The Prime Minister: No provision is made for capital expenditure in respect of the
financial year this year. The amount was provided in respect of Financial Year 2021-2022 for the
purchase of a motorcar. Following a bidding exercise, the contract for the purchase of a vehicle
was awarded to Toyota Mauritius Ltd. on 13 April 2022 for a total consideration of Rs1,397,750
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inclusive of all charges and VAT. The car make Toyota Corolla of engine capacity 1,598cc was
delivered on 25 May 2022.

Vote 2-2 External Communications (Rs20,300,000) was, on question put, agreed to.
(7.10 p.m.)

Vote 2-3 Civil Aviation was called.

The Chairperson: Hon. Bodha!

Mr Bodha: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. | would refer the hon. Prime Minister to the last
Item. On page 71- Item 22120.020 - Inspection and Audit Fees. Inspection and Audit Fees to the
of tune Rs46,000,000, may | know who are the auditors, the firm and when was the last report
published?

The Prime Minister: Provision is made for payment for resident Inspectors on contract
in the field of airworthiness, flight operations and air navigation services and payment of per

diem during overseas inspection and audits. 3 contracts are awarded —
1) Bureau Veritas Airworthiness for 342,708 Euros;

@) Organisme pour la Securité de I’Aviation Civile Flight Operations for 310,500

Euros;

(3) Bureau Veritas Air Navigation Services for 362,250 Euros, making it a total of
1,015,458 Euros, and

4 The per diem for officers travelling abroad for audits and inspections — Rs1 m.
The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Luchmun Roy!

Mrs Luchmun Roy: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 71, under Item 22120.008 — Fees
— Fees to Consultants - Advance Passenger Information System. Can we know who the

consultants are? Thank you.

The Prime Minister: Provisions paid for training of technical and engineering and
operational personnel of the department. The increase in provision is due to training of Trainee
Air Traffic Control Officers to be recruited during the Financial Year 2022-2023. Overseas

training of technical staff which could not be carried out in previous years due to COVID-19



136

pandemic and training of technicians at MITD under sponsorship. The decrease in provision is
due to the completion of the consultancy services for their Advance Passenger Information and
Passenger Name Record Project. | am informed that exercise has been completed.
PricewaterhouseCoopers has been the Consultant.

The Chairperson: Hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: At page 72, Item 31122.999 - Acquisition of Other Machinery and
Equipment (a) High Frequency Communication Equipment, the budgeted total amount was
Rs173 m. May we have some information as to whether the contract has now been awarded and

what is the stage of that project?

The Prime Minister: Provision was made to replace the old and obsolete long distance
air ground high frequency communication equipment. The contract has been awarded to INEO
France for Rs115.3 m. in October 2021. There is a need to integrate and interface the new
equipment with the existing Voice Switch Communication System. The estimated cost for the
integration and interfacing is Rs26.5 m. The revised estimated cost of the project is Rs141.8 m.
Now, due to COVID-19 and disruption in production of electronic equipment, there is delay in
the manufacturing and delivery of the equipment. The estimated expenditure up to June 2020 is
Rs15 m. and provision of Rs110.5 m. is made for Financial Year 2022-2023 and Rs16.3 m. for
Financial Year 2023-2024.

The Chairperson: Hon. David!

Mr David: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 72, Item 31122.999 - Acquisition of Other
Machinery and Equipment (d) Upgrading of VSAT Station at Agaléga and St Brandon. | can see
that during this financial year there was a Budget Estimate of Rs4.7 m. and next financial year
Rs4 m. May | ask the hon. Prime Minister who is the supplier of this upgrading service and when
and how this service provider could have access to Agaléga and St Brandon?

The Prime Minister: The security perimeter fences of the VSAT Station of Agaléga and
St Brandon are corroded and need to be replaced. Minor civil works such as waterproofing and
painting are also required. The project is at a tender stage. Provision of Rs4 m. is made for 2022-
2023 and Rs0.5 m. for 2023-2024.

The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Mayotte!
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Mrs Mayotte: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 71, Item 22060.002 — Maintenance -
Other Structures, an amount of Rs66 m. was earmarked. Can we have more details on these

other structures?

The Prime Minister: Provision is made for calibration of navigational aids, maintenance

of control tower roof’s structure, as well as maintenance contracts of —
e equipment for air traffic management system;
e calibration of radio;
e navigation aids;
e roof structure at control tower;
e Voice Switching Communication system;
e VHF-AM VSAT,
e production server;
e radio link between Area Control Centre and Bigara Transmitting Station;
e Auviation Security Identification Card production system;
e 600 ft mast at Bigara;
e CCTV and Car Park Management system;
e LAN;
e  Wi-Fi, and
e Air Traffic Services Message Handling system.

I can provide other details. It is a bit long.
The Chairperson: Hon. Osman Mahomed!

Mr Osman Mahomed: Thank you. Page 72, Item 31122.999 - Acquisition of Other
Machinery and Equipment (g) Chiller Plant at ACC, for which a sum of Rs10 m. has been
budgeted for but nothing to be spent this year, but next year. Is there any reason for this? Why is

it that no expenditure is being forecasted for this year?
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The Prime Minister: Well, the chiller plant at Area Control Centre was installed in 2000
and has reached the end of its useful lifetime and needs to be replaced. So, provision is made for

replacement of the equipment in Financial Year 2023-2024.

Vote 2-3 Civil Aviation (Rs450,000,000) was, on gquestion put, agreed to.
(7.20 p.m.)

Vote 2-4 Government Printing was called.

The Chairperson: Hon. Lobine!

Mr Lobine: Under Item 22010 — Cost of Utilities, may we have more details as to why

this has increased, almost doubled the figure?

The Prime Minister: The increase in provision is due to rise in the consumption of
electricity by 86,000 kWh due to larger surface area of new building which is 8,710 m?
compared to old building which was 3,160.35 m? and then for new services and facilities such as

e 24-hour CCTV camera;

e access control;

e enhanced fire alarm system;

e sophisticated IT infrastructure;

e new IP PBX system;

e Dbuilding system;

e management system;

e several higher capacity UPS and a new passenger lift;
¢ installation of more lines for the new building, and

e anincrease in water consumption due to a larger surface area of the new building,

yard.

The Chairperson: Hon. Dr. Aumeer!
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Dr. Aumeer: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Item 22090 — Security, can | know from the

hon. Prime Minister which company has been entrusted for this particular service?

The Prime Minister: For provision for security services on a 24-hour basis, the contract
was awarded to RSL Ltd for one year with effect from 01 September 2021 to 31 August 2022 for
an amount of Rs105,000 excluding VAT.

The Chairperson: Hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: Page 75, last Item 31112.001 - Construction of New Building. | was under
the impression that the building has been completed. So, may | know from the hon. Prime

Minister why are we budgeting an additional Rs18 m. for this year?

The Prime Minister: The provision of Rs18 m. in Financial Year 2022-2023 will cater
for projected variation cost of Rs9.117 m. and two defects liability amounting to Rs10.8 m. The
variation cost comprises additional payment to the Consultant for additional works; variation
works to cater for additional partitioning, raising of flooring of the loading bay and two
additional emergency doors and new concrete drains. And the defect liability amount is paid

usually one year after commissioning, provided there is no defect.
The Chairperson: Hon. David!

Mr David: Thank you, Chairperson. Page 75, last Item, 31112.001- Construction of New
Building. We are very proud in La Tour Koenig to hold this new building, the Government
Printing. May | know from the hon. Prime Minister, what will be the use of the old building

which is just next to the new one?
The Prime Minister: This is a policy matter and Government will decide.
The Chairperson: Let me put the question.
Vote 2-4 (Rs196,000,000) was, on question put, agreed to.
(7.25 p.m.)
Vote 2-5 Police Service was called.

Mr Uteem: Page 82, Item 21110 - Personal Emoluments. May | know from the hon.

Prime Minister how many new Police Officers will be recruited for this year and whether, any
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provision is being made to increase the number of Women Police Constable as a percentage of

the overall Police Force?

The Prime Minister: New recruitment for Police Constable: 633 recruited and Women
Police Constable: 240, making a total of 873.

The Chairperson: Nobody on page 82? Hon. Juman!

Mr Juman: Thank you, Chairperson. Item 22900.973 — Expenses icw Safe City Project.
May | know, hon. Prime Minister, with regard to Intelligent Traffic Surveillance Cameras,
whether all have been installed and if not, how many have not been installed, and if there is any
penalty for it?

The Prime Minister: For ITS, 158 cameras. 158 already installed at 75 sites out of 75;
completed at 100%.

The Chairperson: Hon. Osman Mahomed!

Mr Osman Mahomed: Thank you. At page 83, Item 22900.973 — Expenses icw Safe
City Project, last year, there was a the provision of Rs700 m. This year and next three years, it is
going to be Rs850 m. per year. Can | ask the hon. Prime Minister whether, it has to do with the
Forex increase in USD or is it any other issue that is causing the Rs150 m. rise per year from

here onwards?

The Prime Minister: The increase is due to payment of IBS, ITS and Main Command
Centre, including ERMS for USD16.6 m. vyearly; radio communication system for
USD2,299,716 yearly and supply of steel poles for the installation of IBS cameras for
USD714,000,286 yearly.

The Chairperson: Mrs Luchmun Roy!

Mrs Luchmun Roy: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Same page, 83, under Item 22030.007
— Rental of Lines for CCTV and Other Security Network System. There is a decrease which has

been noted, can the hon. Prime Minister give more details about this decrease? Thank you.

The Prime Minister: In fact, the rental of other security network systems of Rs100,000
and provision made for payment of monthly subscription for the TradeNet import bill for

Procurement Division, clearance of items from overseas and payment to MRA Customs Duty
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payable to Mauritius Network Services. The decrease in provision is due to the removal of
CCTV cameras at Port Louis, Flic-en-Flac, Grand Baie, with the coming into operation of the

Safe City Project.
The Chairperson: Hon. Ms Ramyad!

Ms Ramyad: For Item 22900.012 — Passports, we see that there is an increase of almost

threefold and then the plan becomes Rs12 m. again. Can we know the details, Prime Minister?

The Prime Minister: The provision made for payment to foreign suppliers for materials
to produce passports booklets, the increase is due to procurement of passports and for

consumables for passports.
The Chairperson: Hon. David!

Mr David: Thank you, Chairperson. At same page, 83, Item 22060.005 — IT Equipment;
I can see that as from next financial year, there is a consequent increase from Rs95 m. to Rs130
m. May | know from the hon. Prime Minister the reason behind this increase and who is the

maintenance service provider for the IT equipment? Thank you.

The Prime Minister: The increase in provision is due to higher rate of exchange
applicable for payment of contracts in foreign currency and higher price of spares and labour for

maintenance of IT equipment.
The Chairperson: Mrs Mayotte!

Mrs Mayotte: At page 83, Item 22030.001 — Rental of Building. Can the hon. Prime
Minister give us more details on the rental of building, which building is it and its owner or

owners? Thank you.

The Prime Minister: Provision is made for rental of office space of Police Executive
Services at St Georges Street, Port Louis, at the rate of Rs650,276.99 per month. The owner is
Halkae Quadria Ishaat Islam and for the Passport and Immigration Office at Sterling House, Port

Louis at the rate of Rs1,184,433.16 per month. The owner is Mascareignes Sterling Co. Limited.

The other is service charges for PIO at Sterling House, Port Louis, at the rate of

Rs144,532 per month to which they have to pay the syndicat des copropriétaires de la Sterling
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House. And, then, there is the Safe City Project at Cyber Tower 1, Ebéne, Rs120,807.87 per

month. The owner is Cyber Properties Investment Ltd.
The Chairperson: Hon. Ms J. Bérenger!

Ms J. Bérenger: Page 83, Item 22900.955 - Gender Mainstreaming, can we have more
details about this? | see that there is an increase but only for this financial year, can we know

why, please?

The Prime Minister: The increase in provision is due to the recruitment of international
consultant on gender based violence. Provision of funds is also made for training of Police
personnel to be able to assist victims of gender based violence, such as domestic violence, child
abuse and ill-treatment. Also, we have Trainee Women Police Constables who have been trained

in gender-related issues. 60 are scheduled to undergo training on 29 June 2022.
The Chairperson: Hon. Dr. Aumeer!

Dr. Aumeer: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Item 22140 - Medical Supplies, Drugs and
Equipment, a substantial increase of Rs3 m. for this financial year. Can we have some details

particularly with regard to the equipment?

The Prime Minister: The provision is made for medications, drugs and equipment. The

increase is due to higher prices of medicines and drugs. Do you want to have the list?
Dr. Aumeer: The equipment?

The Prime Minister: So, the annual cost of medicines is around Rs12 m. to Rs15 m. The
annual cost for equipment used at the Unit in terms of personnel protective equipment used in

mortuary and scenes of crimes, blood tubes, stickers, gloves, masks, amount to around Rs5 m.
The Chairperson: Hon. Bodha!

Mr Bodha: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Can | refer the Prime Minister to Item
22900.001 - Uniforms and may | ask the hon. Prime Minister, whether the design and the set

which is being given now will be the same for the next 3-4 years?

The Prime Minister: Provision is made for payment of uniforms. Anyway, Mr
Chairperson, if there is any change, it is a matter of policy. It will be for the Commissioner of
Police to recommend. And, then, a decision will be taken if that is not the case.
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The Chairperson: Hon. Juman!

Mr Juman: Page 84, Item 31121.801 - Acquisition of Vehicles, can we have a

breakdown for the vehicles we intend to purchase for the sum of Rs110 m.?

The Prime Minister: Provision is made for the procurement of vehicles in Financial
Year 2022-2023. The item is now divided under Votes 02-501, 02-505 and 02-506. The total

provision for financial year is Rs151 m. The list and type of vehicles to be acquired will be —

e double cab van four-wheel drive Police pattern;

e double cab van four-wheel drive;

e double cab with cradle;

e double cab van four-wheel drive for DSU with cargo box;
e double cab van four-wheel drive civilian pattern;

e  prisoners truck, and

e water tanker.

The Chairperson: Hon. R. Duval!

Mr R. Duval: Page 83, Item 22060.005 - IT Equipment, can the hon. Prime Minister

provide information regarding such provision?
The Prime Minister: Provision is made for —

e payment of maintenance agreements for the Passport Personalisation System;
e turnkey solution for Immigration and Border Control;
e the maintenance of IT equipment both hardware and software in foreign currencies;
e purchase of spares for Line Barracks, Police Executive Services, Airport Police and
Passport and Immigration Office and others,
e IT equipment for Crime Occurrence Tracking System Phase 2.
The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Mayotte!

Mrs Mayotte: Page 84, Item 31112.049 - Construction of Mauritius Disciplined Forces
Academy, there is a decrease in the budget for the next financial year. May we have some details

with regard to the project itself? Thank you.
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The Prime Minister: In fact, we are awaiting approval by Exim Bank for pre-bid
qualification exercise. The start of the project is expected by February 2023. 10% of the project
value is to be paid on signing of the contract. A first claim is expected to be paid before April or
May 2023. The decrease is due to delay in the project. So, only an amount of Rs6.3 m. has been
paid in the last two financial years. The design and tender documents have been completed by
the appointed consultant NBCC (India) Limited. Tender exercise will be launched when all the

clearances have been obtained.

Mr Uteem: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Item 31132.401 - e-Government Projects, there
are two projects. This has been recurring for at least 3-4 years. So, may | know from the hon.
Prime Minister what are the status of these two e-projects and whether there has been any cost
overrun, being given the delay in implementation? There is (a) Implementation of Advance
Passenger Information System (APIS) and (b) Automated Fingerprint Identification System.

The Prime Minister: For the implementation of Advance Passenger Information System,
the project has already been implemented. Tender to upgrade the server room for additional
cooling system was irresponsive, final payment and retention money are still pending. So,
provision of funds for acquisition of cooling system to be made for the year 2023 and provision

of Rs17 m. made for final payment and retention money.

For the Automated Fingerprint Identification System, provision is made for the
introduction of the Automated Fingerprint Identification System at the Police Department. The
tender exercise is to be launched. The project value is around Rs101.2 m.

The Chairperson: Page 85. Hon. Ms Tour!

Ms Tour: Item 31112.012 - Construction of Police Stations (f) Cité La Cure/Vallée des
Prétres Police Station, may we know from the hon. Prime Minister the expected starting date of
this project and the expected completion date?

The Prime Minister: The design is ready and preparation for launching of tender in

progress; this is all | have. The project value is Rs12 m.
The Chairperson: Hon. Osman Mahomed!

Mr Osman Mahomed: Thank you. Under the same Item 31112.012 - (c) Vallée Pitot

Police Station, can | ask the hon. Prime Minister what is the status on this project because last
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year, a sum of Rs5 m. was voted but on site, | don’t see anything? Can the hon. Prime Minister

update the House on the status of the Vallée Pitot Police Station Project?

The Prime Minister: Preparation for launching of tender is in progress. So, it is at tender

stage.
The Chairperson: Hon. Lobine!

Mr Lobine: Mr Chairperson, at page 85, under capital expenditure, again under Item
31112.012 - (g) Phoenix Police Station, may we have some more details as to where matters
stand here?

The Prime Minister: | can give additional information for Vallée Pitot. The start of

construction is expected in November 2022 and completion in October 2023.

For Phoenix, extension to the present building housing the Police station, this is history.
So, the tender has already been launched, start of construction about April 2023 and completion

around January 2023.
The Chairperson: Hon. David!

Mr David: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Under the same section, after Vallée Pitot and
Phoenix, we travel to Bain des Dames, where as far as | know, the building is standing and in
operation, may | know from the hon. Prime Minister what seems to be this running cost of Rsl

m. this year, Rs0.5 m. next year and so on?

The Prime Minister: The Ministry of Social Integration has been approached to include
a Police Post in the project which is at design stage and this is due because there is scarcity of

land in the region. But the project value is Rs20 m.
The Chairperson: Hon. Woochit!
Mr Woochit: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Same Item (h) Triolet Police Station, please?

The Prime Minister: We are at planning stage and this project has been deferred for
2023-2024. The project value is Rs20 m. In fact, what | have been informed is that policing

requirements have increased considerably, the land is available and it is at planning stage.

Ms Ramyad: Mr Chairperson, under the same Item for the (a) Cent Gaulette Police
Station, what is the status, please?
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The Prime Minister: Design is ready and preparation for launching of tender in

progress. The design is completed, so it is going to be quite soon then.
The Chairperson: Hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: Under Item 22030.007 - Rental of lines for CCTV and other Security
Network, may | know from the hon. Prime Minister, being given that we are renting lines for

CCTV Cameras, how many CCTV Cameras are not operational today?
The Prime Minister: | need to get this information.
The Chairperson: Page 86, any questions?

Mr Léopold: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 86, Item 22060.004 - Vehicles and
Motorcycles, provision has remained the same. Can the hon. Prime Minister provide the list of

companies which undertake maintenance of vehicles, please?

The Prime Minister: For maintenance, | see provision is made to meet the cost of

servicing and spare parts for 192 vehicles. The list of agents is -
e ABC Motors Co. Ltd;
e  Axess Ltd;
e E.A.L Man Hin & Sons Ltd,;
e CFAO Motors Company Ltd;
e Emocar Ltd;
e J. Kalachand & Co. Ltd;
e Toyota (Mauritius) Ltd;
e United Motors Ltd,;
e Xin Motors Ltd,;
e  Bamyris Motors Ltd;
e Allied Motors;

e Scomat Ltée;
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e  Autonexx;
e Raouf Dusmohamud & Co. Ltd, and
e Leal & Co. Ltd.
The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Luchmun Roy!

Mrs Luchmun Roy: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Under Capital Expenditure, Item
31132.401 - e-Government Projects - Implementation of e-Business Plan for Traffic Branch, can

we have more details about his project? Thank you.

The Prime Minister: This is the implementation of the e-business plan for traffic branch.
The increase in provision is due to the implementation of a new audio-visual test system to
simplify the examination process by removing the present manual intervention in order to
directly update all the data in the Integrated Driving License Management System and in order to
decentralise. And for uniformity of the service, the new AVTS will be replicated to other driving
test centres, Les Casernes, Curepipe; Argy Flacg and Rodrigues.

The Chairperson: Hon. Ms J. Bérenger!

Ms J. Bérenger: Page 86, Item 31113.043 - Driving License and Test Centre, there is a
decrease for this Financial Year and then there is nothing allocated for the Financial Year 2024-
2025, can we know the reason, please?

The Prime Minister: So, provision is made for the construction of waiting area,
renovation of building and electrical works at Argy Flacg and construction of a waiting area for

staff at Line Barracks.
The Chairperson: Page 88!

Mr Uteem: Page 88, Item 31122 - Other Machinery and Equipment, we are dealing with
the Sub-Head Combating Drugs, may | know from the hon. Prime Minister whether any
provision has been made under this Item Other Machinery and Equipment for the procurement of
drug analyses?

The Prime Minister: Which item is the hon. Member referring to?

Mr Uteem: | am trying to see. | can’t see a specific item, it is under Combating Drugs.

So, it could have been under equipment, capital expenditure. So, | am just asking whether any
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provision has been made for the acquisition of drug analyses for testing drugs, if something has

been requested?

The Prime Minister: But then, Mr Chairperson, | need to know which item. The hon.

Member is asking a general question.

Mr Uteem: It is at page 88, under Item 31122.999 - Acquisition of Other Machinery and
Equipment. May | know out of the Rs7 m. that has been budgeted whether any amount has been

budgeted for the acquisition of drug analyses for testing drugs?

The Prime Minister: Provision made for the acquisition of air conditioners, safe

electronic scales, and bolt cutters. This is for the other machinery and equipment.

I need to know which specific Item, then I can find out; otherwise, it is difficult if it is a

general question.
The Chairperson: | think it is okay, hon. Prime Minister. Hon. Mrs Luchmun Roy!
Mrs Luchmun Roy: Already canvassed.
The Chairperson: Page 89.

Mr Uteem: Yes, page 89, Item 31113.023 — Other Structures — Construction of Training
Grounds/Structures. May | know from the hon. Prime Minister, what is the status of these

training grounds?
The Prime Minister: Sorry, which Item?

Mr Uteem: Yes, page 89, Item 31113.023 — Other Structures — Construction of Training
Grounds/Structures, at Midlands and in Rodrigues. So, | just want to know the status of the

construction of these training grounds.

The Prime Minister: It is the Gallery Range at Midlands. The provision is made for the
construction of training ground far from residential area; same to be located near Gallery Range
at Midlands. The CQBR tender document is ready, vetted and will be launched. Then we have
the Miniature Range at Rodrigues Complex; provision made for the levelling of ground RCC
wall and hollow concrete blocks; area 780sq metres for firing training. Final drawing received

QS and awaiting clearances from WMA.

The Chairperson: Hon. Ms J. Bérenger!
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Ms J. Bérenger: Pg 89, Item 31112.036 — Construction of SMF Buildings. Can we have

the status please?

The Prime Minister: | will need to get this information because | do not have it here.
Construction of SMF Buildings; so, the project is completed and provision is made for retention

money for year 2022-2023. Additional Information!
The Chairperson: Please!

The Prime Minister: Contract was awarded to Super Construction Ltd for the sum of
Rs38 m. in July 2020.

The Chairperson: Hon. R. Duval!

Mr R. Duval: Merci. Pg 90, under Item 31122.805 — Acquisition of Security Equipment
(a) Equipment Maintient D’ordre. Can the hon. Prime Minister give us details on what type of

security equipment for maintient d’ordre the police service will make acquisition for Rs5 m.?

The Prime Minister: Acquisition of Security Equipment: provision made for the
procurement of security equipment for maintient d’ordre; provision made for the procurement of
anti-riot protective shield body armoured plates, new road block set, combat boots and also for
disaster equipment, for procurement of hand ascender rappel rope. | can circulate the list. And
then, there are other security equipments for combat boots, impact protective vest, respirator

integrated, repelling gloves, waist harness, and bolt cutters. | can circulate the list.
The Chairperson: Hon. R. Duval!

Mr Uteem: Page 91, Item 22060.007 — Maintenance — Helicopters. Out of the Rs50 m.
that is budgeted, may | know from the hon. Prime Minister the maintenance costs that will be

spent on helicopters that are grounded and unserviceable?
The Prime Minister: | need to get this information.
The Chairperson: Can we move to ...?
The Prime Minister: Yes we move to another one.

The Chairperson: Hon. Ms Tour!
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Ms Tour: Item 22120.037 — Fees. Rs12 m. earmarked for Fees icw Licences, Coastal
Monitoring Analytical Platform. May we have some details on these fees? What are they

allocated for?

The Prime Minister: Provision made for the payment of license for coastal monitoring

analytical platform.

With regard to the previous question, I am informed that there is only one helicopter,
Fennec, which is now just in garage | suppose. | do not have the information on how much it is

costing but we will provide it later on.
The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Mayotte!

Mrs Mayotte: Item 31112.025 — Construction of NCG Posts. At St Brandon NGC post,
there is an increase of around Rs25 m. for the next financial year. Can the hon. Prime Minister

provide details on the project? Thank you.

The Prime Minister: | see here that the design is in progress. | have more information, the
project value is Rs66 m., design and tender documents have been completed. The tender
document will be forwarded to Central Procurement Board shortly for vetting prior to the
launching of tender by Police. Provision of Rs30 m. is made in this financial year for payment to
the contractor as the construction works are expected to be completed by 45% within this

financial year.
The Chairperson: Hon. Juman!

Mr Juman: Page 91, Item 22060.008 — Maintenance of which Ships. Can we have a
breakdown of the R110 m. spent?

The Prime Minister: Provision made for spares and maintenance of ships. Maintenance
and refit of CGS Barracuda, CGS Victory, CGS Valiant, CGS Guardian and CGS Observer;
then, dry docking of 10 fast interceptor boats, maintenance contracts for outboard motors, lifting
of small crafts, slipping of heavy duty boats, CGS Victory and CGS Valiant will need refit as
same is overdue. The estimated cost is Rs100 m. Tender is launched for refit of CGS Victory.
However no responsive bid has been received. A case for refit abroad is being considered and

CGS Observer is presently in dry dock undergoing refit.

The Chairperson: Hon. David!
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Mr David: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Still page 91, Item 31112.042 - Construction of
NCG Command Centre. May | know from the hon. Prime Minister the status of this construction

project?

The Prime Minister: Preliminary design is completed. The final design is in progress.
The project value is Rs40.4 m. A provision of Rs10 m. is made in this financial year for payment
to the contractor as the construction works are expected to be completed by 25% within this

financial year.
The Chairperson: Hon. Bodha!

Mr Bodha: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. May | refer the Prime Minister to Item
31121.803 - Transport Equipment — Acquisition of Patrol Vessels (High Speed Boat). | think it is
to combat drug trafficking. Can the Prime Minister enlighten the House as to where we have

reached with this project?

The Prime Minister: The contract has already been awarded. We are expecting delivery
by December 2022.

Mr Bodha: Can we know where?

The Prime Minister: The contracts awarded to two different Japanese companies,
namely Kanematsu Co. Ltd for delivery of two high speed boats by December 2022 and MS
Sirius Co. Ltd for delivery of four by June 2023. All these are being financed under the Japanese

grant.
The Chairperson: Hon. Dr. Aumeer!

Dr. Aumeer: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 92, Item 31122.815 - Acquisition of
Coastal Surveillance Radar System. | see that there is a project of Rs410 m. Can the hon. Prime

Minister tell us where matters stand as to this project?

The Prime Minister: The provision is made for the acquisition of Coastal Surveillance
Radar System from a grant from the Japanese Government. The project value is Rs410 m. A
team of Japanese Consultants is presently in Mauritius to carry out a survey in Mauritius and
Outer islands from 06 June to 23 June. The survey at St Brandon, Rodrigues and Agalega has

been completed. The mainland survey is ongoing.
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Vote 2-5 Police Service (Rs10,900,000,000) was, on question put, agreed to.
(8.07 p.m.)

Vote 2-6 Rodrigues, Outer Islands and Territorial Integrity was called.

The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Luchmun Roy!

Mrs Luchmun Roy: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 99, Item 26321.003 - Small
Development Projects (Indian Grant). Can we have a breakdown or details about the projects?

Thank you.

The Prime Minister: An amount of Rs19 m. is additionally being provided under Small
Development Projects (Indian Grant) for the implementation of the following projects by the

Rodrigues Regional Assembly —

(1) upgrading, uplifting of Community Centres and Refugee Centres, disaster risk

reduction for an amount of Rs8 m.

(ii) installation of 100 solar public lights along roads around the island for an amount

of Rs3 m., and

(iii)  installation of community-based photovoltaic solar farm at Grand Baie Rodrigues
for an amount of Rs8 m.

The Chairperson: Hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: Under Items 26311.001 - Rodrigues Regional Assembly and 26321.001 -
Rodrigues Regional Assembly, there is the revenue grant and then there is also the capital grant.
May | know from the hon. Prime Minister, out of the Rs3.5 billion that was budgeted last year
and the Rs865 m. for capital grant that was granted to the Rodrigues Regional Assembly, how

much has not been spent to date?

The Prime Minister: | am informed that for the Rodrigues Regional Assembly,
Rs3,664,973,000 have been spent.

The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Mayotte!

Mrs Mayotte: Under the Item 26313.024 - Chagossian Welfare Fund, can the hon.
Prime Minister explain the increase in the provision for this item? Thank you.
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The Prime Minister: The increase from Rs6.5 m. to Rs7 m. is to cater for the welfare of

the Chagossian community. The breakdown is as follows —
e staff costs, Rs3,780,000;
e administrative expenses, Rs1,530,500;
e welfare activities, Rs1,000,000;

e maintenance and running of the Community Centres, that is, at Pointe aux Sables
and Tombeau Bay, Rs689,500, making it a total of Rs7 m.

The Chairperson: Hon. David!

Mr David: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 99, Item 26323.156 - National
Environment Cleaning Authority. It is about the newly created National Environment Cleaning
Authority where there is a budget of Rs5 m. which is earmarked for this new financial year. May

I know from the hon. Prime Minister what is the plan behind the use of this first Rs5 m. budget?
The Prime Minister: This is for the provision made for the acquisition of two vehicles.
The Chairperson: Hon. Juman!

Mr Juman: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 99, Item 26313.070 - Outer Islands
Development Corporation. Can | know from the hon. Prime Minister the number of staff

attached to the OIDC and the pay packet of the General Manager?

The Prime Minister: It is a grant to OIDC for its recurrent expenditure for both Port

Louis and Agaléga administration as follows —

e the staff costs, Rs60,440,448;
e administrative expenses, Rs68,331,552;
e charter of vessels, dock charges, stevedoring, Rs61 m.
And less revenue received mainly in connection with sale of provisions and produce from

Agaléga.

So, you want to know how many in post? 26 at the Head Office and in Agaléga, 151,
making a total of 177. There are also vacancies: 22 funded and 6 not funded. The GM is paid
Rs110,325.
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The Chairperson: Hon. Ms J. Bérenger!

Ms J. Bérenger: At page 99, Item 26313.156 - National Environmental Cleaning

Authority. Peut-on savoir comment seront dépensé ces R 11 millions?

The Prime Minister: A provision of Rsll m. has been made to kick-start the
implementation of the NECA. Funds of Rs11 m. would be used to recruit staff, payment of
Consultant, cost with respect to office accommodation and payment of fees to Chairperson and
Board members in accordance with section 8(4) of the NECA. To note that the services of a
Consultant, Mr Jayraj Hauroo, have been enlisted as from 01 April 2022 to provide, amongst
others, assistance for the preparation of the organisational structure of the Authority. He is
supported in this task by Mr Ruben Moonien, Chief Health Inspector, from the District Council
of Grand Port.

The Chairperson: Hon. Doolub!

Mr Doolub: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. At page 99, Item 25110.011 - Special

Rodrigues Holiday Package for an amount of Rs67 m, can we have details for this item, please?

The Prime Minister: The Special Rodrigues Holiday Package was introduced on 01
August 2009 with a view to boosting the tourism sector. As at 06 June 2022, an amount of
Rs6,420,786 had been disbursed; the low percentage of disbursement of funds was due to the
suspension of flights between Mauritius and Rodrigues. So, the cost of air ticket to Rodrigues is
Rs6,820 and the rebate under the Special Holiday Package Scheme during the high season is
Rs618.50 per air ticket and for the low seasons, Rs818.50 per air ticket.

The Chairperson: Page 100, any question?

Vote 2-6 Rodrigues, Outer Islands and Territorial Integrity (Rs 4,975,000,000) was, on
question put, agreed to.

(8.17 p.m.)
Vote 2-7 Reform Institutions and Rehabilitation was called.

Mrs Luchmun Roy: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. At page 101, under the Reform
Institutions and Rehabilitation, Item 22040 - Office Equipment and Furniture, may we know

why there is an increase in the provision of this item?
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The Prime Minister: Increase in provision is due to the procurement of some 24
notebooks for existing and new probation officers in view of the implementation of the

Children’s Act; that is for the office equipment.
The Chairperson: Page 101, any further question? We move on. Hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: At page 102, Item 28211 - Transfers to Non-Profit Institutions. There are
two transfers: one for probation whom for girls and one for probation hostel for boys. May |
know from the hon. Prime Minister the number of girls that we have in the probation home and

the number of boys that we have in the probation hostel?

The Prime Minister: As at date, there are 6 girls at the probation home and 3 boys at the
probation hostel. The maximum occupancy rate of the probation home for girls is 9; the

maximum occupancy rate of the probation hostel for boys is 20.
The Chairperson: No further question?

Vote 2-7 Reform Institutions and Rehabilitation (Rs114,000,000) was, on question put,

agreed to.
(8.20 p.m.)

Vote 2-8 Continental Shelf and Maritime Zones Administration and Exploration was

called.

Mr Uteem: At page 104, Item 22130 - Studies and Surveys, an amount of Rs7 m. is
earmarked. May | know from the hon. Prime Minister what is the amount budgeted for retaining
the services of an expert for exploration of our continental waters to see if there is any petroleum

product?

The Prime Minister: | can circulate the list of those expenses that are earmarked because

there is a long list of items. So, | will circulate that list.
The Chairperson: Hon. David!

Mr David: At page 104, Item 31122.828 - Acquisition of Survey Equipment, | can see
that the budget earmarked for this year is doubled compared to last financial year from Rs2 m. to

Rs4 m. May | know the reason behind this new budget, please?
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The Prime Minister: The increase in provision is based on the estimated cost of survey
equipment to be procured. It is made for procurement of a Real-Time Kinematic Global
Positioning System for an amount of about Rs3 m. and the tracking system for underwater
remotely operated vehicle for an amount of Rs1 m., making a total of Rs4 m.

The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Luchmun Roy!
Mrs Luchmun Roy: Already canvassed.

Vote 2-8 Continental Shelf and Maritime Zones Administration and Exploration
(Rs32,000,000) was, on question put, agreed to.

(8.23 p.m.)
Vote 2-9 Forensic Science Laboratory was called.
The Chairperson: Mr Uteem!

Mr Uteem: Under Item 22140 Medical Supplies, Drugs and Equipment, every year it is
Rs45 m., last year and this year and next year as well. So, may | know from the hon. Prime

Minister, out of the Rs45 m. that was earmarked last year, how much has been spent?
The Prime Minister: Rs33,103,000 have been spent.
The Chairperson: Hon. Dr. Aumeer!

Dr. Aumeer: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. On the same Item 22140 - Medical Supplies,
Drugs and Equipment, can | ask the hon. Prime Minister, whether out of the Rs45 m., there is

allowance for DNA profiling?
The Prime Minister: Special kits and reagents required for DNA profiling in casework.
The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Luchmun Roy!

Mrs Luchmun Roy: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Under Item 22060.003 —Plant and

Equipment, can we have more details? Thank you.

The Prime Minister: The provision is made for the maintenance of laboratory
equipment, air conditioning and fire alarm. The increase in provision is owing to the fact that
with the increase of equipment at the Forensic Science Laboratory, more equipment is now under

a maintenance contract.
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The Chairperson: Page 107?

Ms Tour: Item 31112.019 - Construction of the Forensic Science Laboratory, may we

know where we are with the construction of the Forensic Science Laboratory?

The Prime Minister: This provision is made for the payment of consultancy fees and
construction works for a dedicated building to house the FSL. I am informed that we are still at
consultancy level. Construction works for the new science laboratory will start during the
Financial Year 2022-2023. The project is currently at evaluation stage. Following a tender
exercise which was carried out in March 2022, it is expected that the contract will be awarded in
July 2022 and works will be completed in May 2024. That is why the planned provision in
Financial Year 2023-2024 is Rs400 m. and the planned provision for Financial Year 2024-2025
IS RsS65 m.

Vote 2-9 Forensic Science Laboratory (Rs267,000,000) was, on question put, agreed to.
(8.27 p.m.)

Vote 2-10 Prison Service was called.

The Chairperson: Hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: Page 111, Item 22030.004 - Rental of CCTV Cameras, may | know from the

hon. Prime Minister how many CCTV Cameras that we are renting are not operational?

The Prime Minister: Rental for 1,391 CCTV Cameras and upgrading of the system to
enhance security at —

1) Central Prison, Beau Bassin - 245 cameras;

2) Eastern High Security Prison - 498 cameras;

3) Grand River North West Remand Prison - 126 cameras;
4) Petit Verger Prison - 152 cameras ;

5) Phoenix Prison for - cameras;

6) Richelieu Open Prison - cameras;

7) Women Prison - 110 cameras;

8) Open Prison for Women - 27 cameras;
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10)
11)

12)
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Correctional Youth Centre (Boys) - 43 cameras;
Correctional Youth Centre (Girls) - 29 cameras;
Barkly, Special Prison for Women - 28 cameras, and

Prison Headquarters - 7 cameras.

Mr Uteem: | asked for cameras that are not operational.

The Prime Minister: Yes, | will provide the information. | do not have it right now.

The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Mayotte! So, we move to page 112.

Mrs Mayotte: Item 31112.411 - Upgrading of Prisons (a) Beau Bassin Prison, (b) Other

Prisons, there is a substantial decrease in the Budget for this new financial year. Can we have

more details on the upgrading of these prisons?

The Prime Minister: Before answering this, | have been provided with the number of

faulty cameras. With your permission, can | answer?

The Chairperson: Please!

The Prime Minister: | am mentioning the number of faulty cameras, and where —

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)

11)

Central Prison, Beau Bassin - 1;

New Wing Prison - 3;

Pirates Wing, Beau Bassin - Nil,

Eastern High Security Prison - 10;

Grand River North West Remand Prison - Nil;
Petit Verger Prison - Nil;

Phoenix Prison - Nil;

Richelieu Open Prison - Nil;

Women Prison - Nil;

Open Prison for Women - 3;

Correctional Youth Centre (Boys) - Nil;
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12)  Correctional Youth Centre (Girls) - Nil;
13)  Barkly, Special Prison for Women - Nil, and
14)  Prison Headquarters - Nil;
So, in all, for all the prisons, there are 17 faulty cameras. | think they have done very well.

For the upgrading of prisons, we have upgrading and innovation works for the Central
Prison, the Prison Transport Section, the Prison Training School, the Prison Headquarters, the
Medical Unit and the Correctional Emergency Response Team, that is, the Cert Barracks. The
decrease in provision is owing to the fact that some projects have already been completed in the

Financial Year 2021-2022. | have a list also for the other prisons which I can circulate.
The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Luchmun Roy!

Mrs Luchmun Roy: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. On the same page, 112, under Item
28219.002 - Repatriation of Prisoners, can we know the number of prisoners who have been
repatriated for the Year 2021-2022?

The Prime Minister: Normally, they are made for the interstate transfer of detainees in
the SADC region to serve their sentences in their home countries. | need to get the information.
Maybe we can have another question in the meantime.

The Chairperson: Hon. Ms Tour!

Ms Tour: Item 31132.401 - E-Government Projects: Prison Management System, Rs3 m.
is earmarked for the E-Government Projects. Can we have some information on the

implementation of this Prison Management System?

The Prime Minister: Provision is made for the development of E-Prison System Phase 3
to cater for the development of new modules for Probation Office and juvenile offenders. These
modules will be integrated with the E-Prison System to capture data for those who have failed in
community service order and Rehabilitation Youth Centres for Boys and Girls. This will enable
the Government to have statistics of habitual criminals, that is, the flow of admission from

Rehabilitation Youth Centre to Correctional Youth Centre and then to Central Prison.

The Phase 1 was completed in September 2014 and Phase 2 in February 2019.
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The information with regard to number of detainees transferred, the total is 86, and | can

circulate the list with regard to different countries.
The Chairperson: Hon. Bodha!

Mr Bodha: Mr Chairperson, as regards Item Capital Expenditure, 31122.805 -
Acquisition of Security Equipment, we have a budget of Rs23 m. for the next year. Can the hon.
Prime Minister enlighten the House as to the nature of the security equipment? There was
mention in the Budget Speech as regards scanners. | just want to know whether it’s about

scanners.

The Prime Minister: In my speech during the Budget, 1 mentioned that there is a
provision for the acquisition of security equipment, that is, two body scanners at Eastern High
Security Prison and Grand River North West Remand Prison for an amount of Rs18 m.; arms
and ammunitions and security equipment and protective equipment; two patrol dogs and high-
tech searching devices and tools of different nature; five parcel scanners at Beau Bassin Prison,
Eastern High Security Prison, Women Prison, New Wing Prison and Grand River North West
Remand Prison. As | said, the increase in provision is due to the acquisition of the two full body
scanners to be placed at the two prisons.

The Chairperson: Hon. Ms J. Bérenger!

Ms J. Bérenger: Item 22900.001 — Uniforms. The allocated budget has doubled for this
financial year. Can we know why please?

The Prime Minister: The increase is due to the actual trend of expenditure and to the

rise in market price by suppliers.
Vote 2-10 Prison Service (Rs974,000,000) was, on question put, agreed to.
(8.36 p.m.)

(Ministry of Land Transport and Light Rail, and Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration

and International Trade).
Vote 6-1 Land Transport and Light Rail was called.

The Chairperson: Page 182! Hon. Uteem!
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Mr Uteem: Item 21110.005 - Extra Assistance, may we have a breakdown of who are the

beneficiaries of this extra assistance?

Mr Ganoo: This is to meet the payment of salaries and allowances of the Advisers who
are on contract for one year at the Land Transport Division, Mr Chairperson, for Public Relations

Matters and also for an Adviser on Information Matters.
Mr Uteem: The hon. Prime Minister gave us the names and the amount paid...

Mr Ganoo: For Public Relations Matters, Mr Julien Bergicourt; 1 can give you his
address. He lives in Cité EDC at Bel Ombre and he has assumed duty since 28 January 2020, and
his contract has been extended to January 2023. The second one is Mr Vincent Seetaram who
assumed duty at the Ministry on 12 February 2020. As far as Mr Vincent Seetaram is concerned,
his salary is Rs59,700 monthly and for Mr Bergicourt it is Rs32,350.

The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Luchmun Roy!

Mrs Luchmun Roy: Page 183, under Item 22120.008 - Fees to Consultants, can we have

details about the Consultants please?

Mr Ganoo: This increase in fees is with regard to the enlistment of the services of a
Consultant to draft the transport Master Plan.

Mrs Luchmun Roy: May we know the name of the Consultant?
Mr Ganoo: The Consultant has not been enlisted yet.
The Chairperson: Hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Under Item 33145.523 - Loan to Metro Express
Ltd, may | know from the hon. Minister the aggregate amount of loans advanced so far to Metro

Express Ltd, and the terms, interest rate and repayment terms?

Mr Ganoo: Mr Chairperson, as at date, the following financial support has been
extended to MEL by way of loan: 2019, Rs220 m.; 2020-2021, Rs380 m. and 2021-2022, Rs300

m.

Mr Uteem: Mr Chairperson, the hon. Minister did not tell us anything about the interest
repayment or repayment terms of these loans.



162

Mr Ganoo: The repayment period is 10 years, including a grace period of three years.
Repayment terms: 14 equal semiannual installments; interest rate equivalent to Key Repo Rate
1.8% at time of approval of loan; interest to be capitalized during the grace period of three years,
and penalty of 1% per annum over and above the interest rate in case of default. | must also add,
Mr Chairperson, that a loan of Rs110 m. has been allocated to MEL, of which 37% will be used
for HR related costs; 32% for operations and maintenance costs; 8% for utilities; 6% for
insurance, and the remaining for other expenses like Capital Expenditure, safety and security
cost, communication and marketing and others. Thus, for the Financial Year 2022-2023, this

loan of Rs100 m. has been allocated to assist MEL to meet its operating expenses.
The Chairperson: Page 184! Hon. Mrs Luchmun Roy!

Mrs Luchmun Roy: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 184, under Item 22900.952 -
Implementation of National Road Safety Strategy, (a) Studies and Surveys, may we know the
types of studies being conducted and which consultancy firm is conducting such surveys and

studies?

Mr Ganoo: This item, Mr Chairperson, relates to studies and surveys, firstly, with regard
to consultancy service for an adaptive traffic control system. There are different adaptive traffic
control systems in operation around the world. Each of the systems endeavours to minimize
delays and stops to vehicles, therefore, reducing travel times. The TMRSU will be requesting
proposals from consultancy firms to submit their offer for this adaptive control system to be
designed, and make recommendations and most appropriate software to be used for its
implementation in phases along main arterial roads in Port Louis, Beau Bassin, Rose-Hill, Quatre

Bornes, Vacoas and Curepipe, in view of improving traffic fluidity.
The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Mayotte!

Mrs Mayotte: Page 184, Item 22900.952 - (g) Road Safety Inspection and Audit. It
seems that it is the first time that there will be a Road Safety Inspection and Audit. Can the hon.

Minister give us more details on that project?

Mr Ganoo: With regard to Road Safety Audit, Mr Speaker, Sir, in fact, this project has
been designed to keep pace with international good practice in Road Safety Engineering. A road

safety inspection is actually being carried out on hazardous roads in Mauritius, the findings and
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recommendations of this inspection will be implemented in phases with a view to reducing road

trauma.

The TMRSU has prepared an adapted strategic Action Plan to carry out road safety
inspections of existing roads and Road Safety Audit for newly built roads which are both

preventive safety procedures to improve the safety performance of roads all over the island.

Road Safety Inspections have already been carried out along the following roads. There is
a long list, Mr Speaker, Sir, Port Louis, Central Flacq, Brisée Verdiere, St Julien, Argy Road,
Quatre Cocos Road, Riviere Noire Road, Flic en Flac and at five hazardous junctions in Quatre
Bornes, namely Ligne Berthaud, Remy Ollier, Sir Celicourt Antelme, Stanley Avenue, Sir Virgil
Naz, Port Louis; St Jean Road.

Road safety units have been and are still being carried out for the following new road
projects among others —

@ A1-A3 link road connecting Port Louis to St Jean Road, to Riviere Noire Road;

(b) Pont Fer Jumbo, Dowlut Grade separated junctions interchanged at Hill Crest
Avenue;

(©) Al1-M1 link road,;

(d) Palmerstone Grade separated junctions, and

(e) Flic en Flac bypass.
The Chairperson: Hon. Juman!

Mr Juman: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 184, Item 22060 — Maintenance — (b)
Speed Cameras, can the hon. Minister inform the House how many operational speed cameras

we have so far and where?

Mr Ganoo: Mr Speaker, Sir, | will gladly answer to this question. In fact, we have about
63 cameras which are placed all around the Island and in this case, provision is made for
additional camera sites to allow for the rotation of speed cameras from selected sites which are to
be jointly decided between the Police and the TMRSU. This will enable speed enforcement at 5
additional sites. The speed cameras network presently consists, as | said, of 63 speed cameras
and a well-equipped back office for processing of speed violation at the speed camera sites, Mr

Speaker, Sir. The objective, of course, is to manage speed across and reduce the number of
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crashes along the road network as speeding is a major factor in most of the serious injury and

fatal road crashes.
The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Luchmun Roy!

Mrs Luchmun Roy: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 184, under Item 31113.018 - (g)
Implementation of Cycle Network Programme, may we know the status of same, please? Thank

you.

Mr Ganoo. The Government of our country is committed to make cycling as popular as
it was in the past and the hon. Prime Minister himself has very often showed his interest in
promoting cycling in our country, Mr Speaker, Sir, as part of a multi model transportation system

also to get to work, to get to school or for fitness and recreation.

Provision is being made for the construction of a cycle network extending from Camp le
Vieux up to the University of Mauritius at Réduit through the Rose Hill town centre and Ebéne
with connectivity through the Rose Hill Metro Station.

The project value is 49.5% and Mr Speaker, Sir, funds are earmarked for the Financial
Year 2022-2023 and funds will be earmarked for the next financial year. It is proposed to
construct a cycle lane from Camp le Vieux, as | said, up to Balfour. An area with a length of
5kms connecting to the neighbourhood localities through cycle streets and tracks, it would
consist of the construction of crossing facilities and traffic priority at junctions for cycles, the
provision of street lighting and safety devices and the provision of traffic signs and appropriate

road markings.

This project forms part of the Government Programme of 2022-2024 whereby cycling
would be promoted through the construction of safe cycling infrastructure and public campaigns

in an attempt to reduce traffic congestion also and encourage a healthy lifestyle for everybody.
It will also reduce fossil fuel consumption and congestion costs.
The Chairperson: Hon. Ms Tour!

Ms Tour: Item 31113.018 — (i) Arrestor Bed on Motorway M3 at Valton, may we know

the status of this project under the Road Safety Programme?
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Mr Ganoo. Mr Speaker, Sir, arrestor bed will be a side road specifically constructed to
slow down and stop heavy vehicles that encounter braking problems when descending the steep
slope at Soreze, Montebello and the project value is Rs71.2 m. Mr Speaker, Sir, there is also an
arrestor bed along motorway at Valton, Long Mountain in the direction of Khoyratty. There are
two projects, in fact, for setting up two localities where my Ministry has decided to set up this

arrestor bed.
The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Mayotte!

Mrs Mayotte: Page 184, Item 22900.952 - (c¢) Education Programme, can the hon.

Minister give us more detail on what kind of education programme will it be? Thank you.

Mr Ganoo: This programme, Mr Speaker, Sir, provision is made to complete the training
of 550 teachers of primary schools and 10 helpers for the practical road safety education. This
will help implementation of the complete theoretical as well as practical continuum of road
safety education programme in primary schools and to provide for the development of a

curriculum for road safety by the MIE.
The Chairperson: Hon. Juman!

Mr Juman: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Again, Item 22060 — (b) Speed Cameras, can
we know from the hon. Minister the number of contraventions recorded from the speed cameras

and out of which how many are for motorcycles?

Mr Ganoo: | suppose the hon. Member could come with a PQ, Mr Speaker, Sir. It is a
very interesting question and | will be glad to provide the figures in terms of the number of

drivers who have been speeding and caught by the speed cameras.
The Chairperson: Hon. Uteem, page 185.

Mr Uteem: Page 185, Item 31122.999 - Other Machinery and Equipment - (b) Speed
Cameras. There is a budget of Rs15 m. earmarked this year and then Rs10 m. for the following
years. May | know from the hon. Minister whether this expenditure relates to replacement of
existing speed cameras or installation of new speed cameras, and if it is installation of new

cameras whether the location has already been identified?

Mr Ganoo: The idea is to come up with new speed cameras, Mr Speaker, Sir. | can tell

you that many of our colleagues, from both sides of the House do very often ask me about the
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possibilities of setting up speed cameras in their different constituencies. So, the idea is to come
up with new speed cameras and as at today we have, as | said, 62 speed cameras fixed in places
between the year 2012 and 2014. There is a demand for new speed cameras in many parts of the
island, Mr Speaker, Sir. And it will be up to the TMRSU after receiving the request to make an

assessment whether these are appropriate localities where speed cameras should be fixed.
The Chairperson: Hon. David!

Mr David: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 185 Item 31113.018 - Road Safety
Programme (j) Adaptive Traffic Control System (Consultancy Services). | can see that there is a
provision of Rs8 m. earmarked for this new financial year. May | know from the hon. Minister

whether the Consultant has already been awarded the contract and if so, who is the Consultant?

Mr Ganoo: Mr Chairperson, currently, all traffic signals installations in the country
operate on a single timing plan. In that, regardless of the change in traffic demand at the
intersections, the traffic signals provide the same fixed amount of green times. This type of
traffic signal operation is very inefficient and results in traffic congestion during peak periods.
So, the Adaptive Traffic Control System would improve the efficiency of the traffic signal
operations by automatically adjusting green times based on actual traffic demand. The traffic
signal equipment would be remotely connected to the main control room at the TMRSU to
monitor the health of the system and intervene on its programming and maintenance. The
benefits of the adaptive traffic signals include improving traffic flow, reduce travel time, reduce
vehicle emissions which would ultimately reduce congestion cost and contribute to economic
growth in the country. Funds earmarked for the Financial Year 2023 would be used to enlist the
services of a Consultant for the ATC system in Mauritius. So, the Consultant has not yet been

recruited or enlisted.
The Chairperson: Hon. Mrs Luchmun Roy!

Mrs Luchmun Roy: Thank you, Mr Chairperson. Page 186, under Item 22900.013 -
Supply of Bus Passes (Free Travel), can the hon. Minister share the number of beneficiaries

under this item? Thank you.

Mr Ganoo: This provision is made for the issue of bus passes to students and disabled

persons. | understand that 118,000 such passes have been issued, Mr Chairperson.
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The Chairperson: Hon. Ms Tour!

Ms Tour: Page 186 Item 22120.042 - Fees for Hotline Services. Can we have some
information on the increase of budget for the fees for hotline services?

Mr Ganoo: Yes. Mr Chairperson, at the moment all complaints or information regarding
operations at the NLTA are accessible through the PABX reception on a fixed line at the NLTA
at Cassis. The PABX is being manned by five receptionist telephone operators who attend to the
incoming call on weekdays from 09 00 to 15 00 hrs and provide information to the public or
divert the calls to the respective units. The average number of calls received daily is around 850
to 1000. However, several complaints have been received that the receptionist telephone
operators were not attending to incoming calls or the PABX remain unattended. It is to be
pointed out that in accordance to their schemes of service, receptionists and telephone operators
are not in a position to provide accurate information to the public calling at the NLTA.

Hence, in view thereof, the NLTA intends to optimise this item, that is, fees for hotline
services and set up a customer service hotline centre to address issues or complaints in
connection with the NLTA operations. It will enable access to information pertaining to the
procedures at the NLTA counters, fitness centres, operation of buses, and payment of online
reservation and purchase of personalised registration marks. This customer service hotline
centre, Mr Chairperson, will be outsourced to an outsourcing agency. Its agents will be required
to undergo a proper training in order to attend effectively to queries from the public. They will be
available through a hotline number on a 24/7 basis and they would be linked to the NLTA.

A budget of Rs2 m. has been earmarked to this project for year 2022-2023. The scope of
work has been submitted to the procurement section for consideration and preparation of bidding

document.
The Chairperson: Hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: Page 186, Item 25500.001 - Free Travel Scheme. An amount of Rs1.3 billion

is earmarked. Can the hon. Minister table a breakdown of the amount paid to each bus operator?

Mr Ganoo: The Free Travel Scheme was introduced in 2005 with a view to provide free
transport to students as well as to old-age pensioners. The compensation has been paid to bus

operators under the scheme for the current Financial Year period from July 2021-2022. An
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amount of Rs1,148,922,575 has been paid under the FTS. As at date, the fleet of buses stands at
2,058 buses —

e NTC -555;
e UBS-303;
e TBS-206;

e Rose Hill Transport — 82;

e Mauritius Bus Transport — 33;
e Individual Operators — 805, and
e Rodrigues — 74.

Since the introduction of the scheme, Government has compensated bus operators in
Mauritius and Rodrigues for the loss of revenue due to passengers travelling free of charge on
their buses. The annual disbursement under the scheme is around Rs1.2 billion. A monthly total
fixed amount of Rs59,208,000 is paid to the NTC and the four private bus companies. A monthly
amount ranging from Rs37,000 to Rs55,000 is paid to individual operators, both in Mauritius and
Rodrigues based on the route of operation and an estimated number of passengers travelling free
of charge. Details relating to the monthly quantum is payable as follows, Mr Chairperson and we
have all the routes and | must also say that this new budgetary provision which | am sure
Members will have noticed for Financial Year 2022-2023 is now Rs1.3 billion. This is to cater
for payment of free travel subsidies to the light rail operator also. So, this is why the budgetary
provision has been increased, Mr Chairperson. And now, the total amount of free travel scheme

amounts to Rs1.3 billion.

Vote 6-1 Land Transport and Light Rail (Rs2,175,000,000) was, on question put, agreed
to.

(9.03 p.m.)
Vote 6-2 Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and International Trade was called.

Mr Chairperson: Hon. Uteem!
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Mr Uteem: Page 195, under Item 21110 - Personal Emoluments, will the hon. Minister

table the names of all of our ambassadors in all our overseas mission?
Mr Ganoo: Okay. | will table. | was ready to make le plaisir durer, Mr Chairperson!
The Chairperson: Hon. Juman!

Mr Juman: At page 195, under Item 21110.004 - Allowances, can the hon. Minister
table the list of a detailed breakdown of the Rs127 m. spent? Can he table it?

Mr Ganoo: | will gladly table it, no problem. I will table the allowances list.

Ms J. Bérenger: Under the same Item 21110.005 - Extra Assistance. Can the hon.

Minister table the list of the Advisers and their packages please?

Mr Ganoo: On this item, Mr Chairperson, it is a decrease in provision due to the fact that
the contracts of 6 Economic Counsellors have expired and have not been renewed. | will table
this, Mr Chairperson.

The Chairperson: Hon. Juman!
Mr Juman: Item 22030 — Rent, can you table a breakdown, hon. Minister?

Mr Ganoo: Okay, Mr Chairperson, no problem. | can table the whole book that is with
me. Then we can go home early, Mr Chairperson!

Mr Chairperson: Page 1967

Mr Uteem: At page 196, one question, Chairperson. Item 31112.047 Construction of
Chancery, Ambassador and/or Staff (a) Addis Ababa, may | know from the hon. Minister what is
the status of the building that we were constructing in Addis Ababa?

Mr Ganoo: The construction of Chancery, Ambassador and staff residence in Addis
Ababa, Mr Chairperson, the building consists of the Chancery, residence of the Ambassador, and
four other apartments for staff residents. Relocation is being done. No rental is henceforth being
paid for Chancery and residence which amounted to approximately Rs8.2 m. yearly. The

building was handed over to Mauritian Authority, as | can see from my notes, in May 2022.

Mr Chairperson: At page 196, any other question? Page 197?
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Vote 6-2 Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and International Trade

(Rs1,337,000,000) was, on question put, agreed to.
(9.08 p.m.)
Vote 6-3 Human Rights Division (Rs24,400,000) was called and agreed to.

Dr. Padayachy: Mr Chairperson, | move that the Committee of Supply reports progress

and ask leave to sit again.
The Prime Minister seconded.
Question put and agreed to.

On the Assembly resuming with Mr Speaker in the Chair, Mr Speaker reported

accordingly.
ADJOURNMENT

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker, Sir, | beg to move that this Assembly do now adjourn
to Monday 20 June 2021 at 10.30 a.m.

The Deputy Prime Minister seconded.
Question put and agreed to.
Mr Speaker: The House stands adjourned. Adjournment matters? Thank you very much.

At 9.10 p.m., the Assembly was, on its rising, adjourned to Monday 20 June 2021 at
10.30 a.m.



