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MAURITIUS

Sixth National Assembly

Debate No. 04 of 2019

Sitting of 23 April 2019

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Port Louis at 11.30 a.m.

The National Anthem was played

(Madam Speaker in the Chair)



PAPERS LAID

The Prime Minister: Madam Speaker, the Papers have been laid on the Table.

A. Prime Minister’s Office

(@) The Digest of Environment Statistics 2017.

(b) The Household Budget Survey 2017 and the Updated Consumer Price Index.

B. Minister Mentor’s Office, Ministry of Defence and Ministry for Rodriques

The Audited Accounts of the Chagossian Welfare Fund for the 18-month period
ended 30 June 2017.

C. Ministry of Local Government and Outer Islands

Ministry of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare

(@) The District Council of Black River (Fees for Classified Trades) Regulations 2019.
(Government Notice No. 66 of 2019)

(b) The District Council of Moka (Fees, Dues & other charges for Classified Trades)
Regulations. (Government Notice No. 67 of 2019)

D. Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Consumer Protection




The Rodrigues Consumer Protection (Control of Price of Taxable and Non-taxable
Goods) (Amendment No. 9) Regulations 2019. (Government Notice No. 65 of 2019)

Attorney General’s Office, Ministry of Justice, Human Rights and Institutional

Reforms

The Code Civil Mauricien (Designation of Catégorie de Professionel Compétent)
Regulations 2019. (Government Notice No. 63 of 2019)

Ministry of Financial Services and Good Governance

The Ombudsperson for Financial Services (Sworn Statement) Regulations 2019.
(Government Notice No. 64 of 2019)



ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
TOURIST ARRIVALS - JANUARY-MARCH 2019 - DECLINE

The Leader of the Opposition (Mr X. L. Duval) (by Private Notice) asked the hon.
Minister of Tourism whether, in regard to the fall in tourist arrivals by air by 8.7% in March
and 4.5% in the first quarter of this year compared to the same period last year, contrasting
with the growth performance of the other Indian Ocean islands which are the main
competitors of Mauritius, he will state if he has met with the Mauritius Tourism Promotion
Authority to discuss same.

Mr Gayan: Madam Speaker, as the House is aware, Statistics Mauritius is the
Authority responsible for compiling and publishing official statistics for the country,
including the tourism sector. Statistics on tourism are compiled as per the United Nations
World Tourism Organisation’s (UNWTO’s) definition, which reads as follows, and | quote —

“A tourist is defined as a non-resident staying overnight but less than a year, and who

has no employer-employee relationship with a resident.”

As such, Madam Speaker, it is not proper to disaggregate tourist arrivals by air and sea and
the figures given by the hon. Leader of the Opposition in his PNQ do not convey a true

picture and are misleading.

Madam Speaker, in real terms, tourist arrivals for March 2019 registered a decrease of
4.5% over the same period in 2018 and not 8.7%. Similarly, tourist arrivals for the first
quarter of 2019 declined by 1.2%, representing 2,800 tourists and not by 4.5%. The correct

figures for tourist arrivals for the last three months are as follows as per Statistics Mauritius —

Q) total tourist arrivals for January 2019 increased by 1.1% in spite of the adverse
climatic conditions;

(i) tourist arrivals for February 2019 were at par with February 2018. This is
mainly explained by the decrease in tourist arrivals from China and India due
to the reduction in airlift capacity by 6,500 seats resulting in a drop of 5.6%,
and

(i) total tourist arrivals in March 2019 dropped by 4.5% mainly because the
Easter holidays this year are in April.

The figures as at 22 April 2019, Madam Speaker, indicate an increase in passenger

arrivals of 3.5%.
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Madam Speaker, | must emphasize that air connectivity is critical to tourism growth
being given that Mauritius is a long haul island destination, with 99% of the total tourists
arriving by air. We have no territorial border that a tourist can simply cross to reach

Mauritius.

With regard to the part of the question that refers to our competitors in the Indian
Ocean, namely the Seychelles, Maldives and Sri Lanka, I am informed that, unlike Mauritius,
they have adopted an open skies policy. What a liberal aviation policy implies is that airlines
have complete flexibility to respond to market demands and opportunities. Passengers benefit

from the widest possible travel and flight options at very competitive rates.

Madam Speaker, as compared to our direct competitors, Mauritius has
underperformed due to a reduction in airlift capacity during period January to March 2019 as

follows —

. China - 24 flights equivalent to a decrease of 7,200 seats;

. India - 17 flights amounting to a shortfall of 5,100 seats;

. UK - 13 flights representing a drop of 4,200 seats.

Madam Speaker, tourism is a sector which is subjected to the vagaries of geopolitics,
trade wars, terrorist attacks, internal tensions in France and the UK. The House is aware that,
on Sunday last, during the Easter celebrations, Sri Lanka was the target of multiple and
coordinated bomb blasts. As at present, 290 persons have died and more than 500 injured. 1
have written to my colleague, the Minister of Tourism, to convey my sympathy and our
condolences. | hope, Madam Speaker, that tourism in Sri Lanka will be resilient.

It is premature to predict the growth scenario of the sector on the basis of the
performance of the first quarter of the year because forward bookings for the coming three
months indicate a positive growth of 3%. Moreover, according to Statistics Mauritius, the
sector is expected to grow by 3.6% to reach 1,450,000 tourists, which is well above the

growth rate of 3% required to reach two million tourists by 2030.

Madam Speaker, since | assumed office as Minister of Tourism in 2017, | have
regular meetings with all the senior officers of the MTPA to review progress on market
performance and to brainstorm on strategies to address new challenges. Not later than
yesterday, | had a meeting with the MTPA and we discussed on the marketing actions that

should be envisaged in the present context to reverse the declining trend.
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Over and above this, Madam Speaker, | meet the Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer of I’AHRIM on a monthly basis to review the situation in the tourism sector and to

discuss on measures to sustain the growth of the sector.

With a view to developing a more realistic and pragmatic approach to the Chinese
market, a high level workshop with the participation of the MTPA, including its Public
Relations Representative based in China, top management of Air Mauritius and captains of
the hotel and hospitality sectors was held under the Chair of Mr Arnaud Martin who is a
Board Member of the MTPA and a Consultant to Air Mauritius. This was done to brainstorm
on the challenges and devise a coherent strategy to continue to tap the Chinese market. We

have already taken several measures to stimulate the Indian market.

Madam Speaker, | wish to highlight that apart from the Chinese and the Indian
markets where we have airlift constraints, Germany, France and all our new markets, namely
the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Benelux countries, Commonwealth of Independent
States countries, Nordic countries and Africa, are performing remarkably well. For instance,
Saudi Arabia registered an increase of 109% during period January to March 2019 over the
corresponding period last year.

Mr X. L. Duval: Madam Speaker, the ostrich buries its head in the sand when it is in
danger. The tourism industry is in the greatest crisis for the last 10 years, Madam Speaker.
There is a huge difference between arrivals by sea, staying one day, one night on a cruise
ship, and arrivals by air, 11 days in the villas and hotels.

Madam Speaker, | am going to table an official document from Statistics Mauritius,
which has been prepared at my request and which shows exactly how deep the crisis is in
Mauritius. | would like to ask the hon. Minister whether Statistics Mauritius has kindly sent
him a copy of this document, which has been produced by one officer and has been sent

officially.

Mr Gayan: Madam Speaker, | have not received that document from Statistics
Mauritius, but let me say that when we say that Statistics Mauritius compiles the figures for
tourist arrivals on the basis of those coming by air and also by cruise ships, this is not
something that we have invented. This is something which has been going on even when the

hon. Leader of the Opposition was Minister. So, we have to be consistent in the way that we

address these figures given by Statistics Mauritius. So, this is why | said, right at the
beginning of my answer, that it is not right to disaggregate arrivals by air and by ship. It is
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true that those arriving on a cruise ship spend one day in Mauritius, but those who do not
come down are not counted as tourists. It is only those who come down and go through

immigration procedures in Mauritius who are counted as tourists.

Mr X. L. Duval: Madam Speaker, | do not want to get into semantics with the hon.
Minister. It was not an issue before because thanks to us now, cruise tourism has increased
tremendously. | am going to talk about facts, as produced by Statistics Mauritius, and | am
going to give a copy to the Assembly, Madam Speaker, because | am shocked that the hon.
Minister has not taken the trouble, for his management purposes, to find out that Germany is
not a happy market, prospering market, as he has suggested, but that Germany has, in fact,
fallen by 10%. UK, as we know, has fallen by 10%; Switzerland 20%; India 5%; Australia
20%; China is always on about 32%. Madam Speaker, Malaysia, Singapore, all 10% and
20%. There is a dramatic crisis in the tourism industry.

Madam Speaker: Hon. Leader of the Opposition, so, that is your question. You are
asking the hon. Minister to say why. Ask your question, but do not make a short speech,

please.

Mr X. L. Duval: | have an issue because he is pretending not to understand. This is

my issue.
Madam Speaker: No. You cannot make a short speech.
(Interruptions)

Both of you, please resume your seat! You know perfectly well, | told you the other day that
you are biting into your own time when you are making a speech and making a speech at

question time is not allowed. Please!

Mr X. L. Duval: My question is this: given the dramatic crisis that most of our
markets are under - and he seems to be unaware of this because he does not want to see -
what is the real plan of the Ministry of Tourism to reverse this most dramatic crisis in our

tourism industry? It is a serious question.

Mr Gayan: Madam Speaker, | do not want to play politics with an industry which is
so important for the country, but | want to dispel one doubt or one perception which the
PMSD wants to create, that unless the PMSD is running a tourism industry, everything

collapses.

(Interruptions)
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Let me correct the hon. Leader of the Opposition with figures, which I also have from
Statistics Mauritius. With regard to Germany, we have between January to March
2018/January to March 2019, a positive growth of 7%. This is also Statistics Mauritius. So,
this is not...

(Interruptions)
And France is 3.4%.
(Interruptions)

Of course, there are some markets that have not performed but, generally, it is not true to say,

like some newspaper has said, “c’est en chute libre”.

I have said in my reply, Madam Speaker, that for the same period January to March
2018/January to March 2019, the number of tourists has dropped by 2,800, out of a total
expected of 1.4 million. So, we have to be realistic also. We are not the only ones in the
world having to deal with this kind of situation, and this is not the first time. When the hon.

Leader of the Opposition was the Minister of Tourism in 2008-2009 ...
(Interruptions)
For him, it is chikungunya! For him, it is something else!
(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: Order! Hon. Rutnah!

Mr Gayan: Chikungunya! That is a sort of very perfect excuse. So, for him, he has
excuses. Chikungunya! I will answer what | have to answer. | do not take replies, cues from
others. But | am just saying, Madam Speaker, that tourism is vulnerable. It is an industry that
is subject to all sorts of things happening in the world. We are an island State and we have to
take account of everything that is going on. So, it is not only chikungunya, there are other
things also happening in the world.

Mr X. L. Duval: Madam Speaker, | am really shocked, sincerely shocked at the
ostrich-like attitude of the hon. Minister of Tourism. But let me take another angle. The UK,
a dramatic fall in Mauritius, even with the croisiére, but in the Seychelles, it is up 42%, Sri
Lanka up 6%, Maldives up 14%. So what is the reason?

Mr Gayan: | have just said in my reply that it is the air access policy adopted by

those countries. Whether we go to Dubai, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, Singapore, they have an
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open skies policy and they say anybody can come in, not only for point-to-point access but
even beyond that point. This is the model that they have adopted, and the Maldives adopted
that because they had a national carrier in the past and that carrier collapsed in the year 2000.
Then they decided, ‘Okay, from now on, we are going to have an open skies policy.” And
very soon after Maldives had adopted that policy, Sri Lanka also decided to emulate the open
skies to promote tourism. | am just saying that there are reasons why this is so. | am not
saying who is right, who is wrong, but the objective reason, Madam Speaker, is that an open
skies policy was decided on by these countries in order to promote tourism and, in fact, they

have been successful in that.

Mr X. L. Duval: Madam Speaker, tourism represents 131,000 jobs in Mauritius,
direct and indirect, 24% of GDP. Why is it being so nasty to the hon. Prime Minister, who is
in charge of air access, to tell him that he is a fool and he does not understand that he ought to

deal better with tourism?
(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: Oh, no!

Mr Gayan: Madam Speaker, | will reply like what the Chief Justice of India said to a

lawyer who had made a complaint against him. I will not stoop that low to reply to this.
Mr X. L. Duval: I did not hear what he said, Madam Speaker, | will go forward.
(Interruptions)

Madam Speaker, | will look forward because this is more - Madam Speaker, forward
bookings are negative for the next two months and | have official figures from I’AHRIM to
prove it. At least, the hon. Minister should tell us what he is going to do to reverse these
negative forward bookings apart from blaming the hon. Prime Minister for his inability to get

new planes.

Mr Gayan: Madam Speaker, my information is that the forward bookings are not that
catastrophic as the hon. Leader of the Opposition is trying to make us believe. | have figures
from ’AHRIM. They tend to indicate a rise in the tourism bookings. But, Madam Speaker,
let me also say that when we look at the tourism industry, we have been diversifying and, in
fact, Saudi Arabia, the Arab countries represent a huge market for us. Recently, we had the
President of Kenya in Mauritius, and during the talks that we were having with him, he

suggested the idea of combining Mauritius and our beach as with the national parks in Kenya.
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(Interruptions)

The hon. Leader of the Opposition is saying that this has been done for 20 years, but
he was the Minister of Tourism for more than 10 years and he did nothing. Now, we have a
commitment from the President of Kenya to try to do something, to twin the destination
Mauritius beach and also the national parks in Kenya, and now we have almost daily flights
to Nairobi. So, it is possible to open up not only Kenya but also East Africa for the tourism

market.

Mr X. L. Duval: Madam Speaker, I am going to table an official document from
I’AHRIM, showing 10-point fall - and the hon. Prime Minister should know this - for April,
and a two-point fall for May. | will give you that. So, there is no 10 ici, 10 la-bas. This is

actually the truth as it stands. So, we are on to five months of negative.

Madam Speaker, this is what the president of I’AHRIM said two months ago. He said:
« La destination Maurice n’est plus ce qu’elle était. Maurice brillait dans le passe. Elle I’est

moins aujourd’hui.” This is what the president of AHRIM said.

So, I am asking the hon. Minister what he is going to do to, at least, try to stoke up the
fire so that Maurice brille un petit peu.

Mr Gayan: Well, we are already doing lots of things with regard to creating a
favourable environment for the destination in Mauritius. We have taken lots of measures to
increase the activities. In fact, | was in Saudi Arabia recently, in Riyadh. We are trying to
increase the range of activities because we need to give more opportunities, more experiences

to the tourists, and this is, in fact, what we are doing.

But we have also to face the reality, Madam Speaker, that we are a small country, we
do not have the Eiffel Tower, we do not have Buckingham Palace. We have those
constraints. | also go as far as to say that we do not even have a Bob Marley. Maybe we
should have a Bob Marley singing in English. These are things that attract people, because
we are an island destination without a long history and we do not have those iconic sculptures
or institutions that can attract tourists. So, we have to do with what we have, and this is what
we are doing. | have been myself a firm proponent of having huge shopping malls. | have
suggested to the Mauritius Duty Free Paradise that we should have a shop in Port Louis with
all the brands which the Chinese tourists love to purchase when they are on holiday. We are
looking at things that the tourists would want. This is why we have surveys to find out what
are the things that the tourists would like to do when they are in Mauritius, because we want
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them to come to Mauritius, we want them to spend their money here, and this is what we are

doing.

Mr X. L. Duval: Madam Speaker, you will agree that the biggest constraint for the

tourism industry is the hon. Minister himself who is known as ‘Minister two per cent.’

Madam Speaker, | would like to ask the hon. Minister, given that the weather is
changing, it is raining all the time - and he partly answered the question - are we planning to
have museums? Are we planning to increase nightlife? Are we planning to increase indoor
entertainment? Are we planning to review the way the hotels are constructed? Are we

planning all this?

Mr Gayan: Madam Speaker, in fact, we are not reinventing the wheel. We have
already addressed these issues in our internal meetings. But let me also say, Madam Speaker,
that we need to upgrade the historical sites.

My colleague, the Minister of Arts and Culture, is addressing that issue. We have
already started work on the Citadel; we want the Citadel to become a place that can be open
all the year round for entertainment, for shows, for food court or whatever. We are going to
do something big with Citadel because it is something that we can really use.

But we are also looking at events. | am happy that when the Theatre of Port Louis and
the Plaza Theatre will be completed, together with the Caudan Centre, we will be able to
organise events to attract people from India, from Africa. We are doing all this, but we need
to have the infrastructure first. For years, the Theatre of Port Louis was in a derelict situation.
It is only now that we are upgrading it, and | hope very soon we will be able to use it, maybe,
as one of the oldest theatres in the Indian Ocean for people to come and to see ‘spectacles’

and shows.
Mr X. L. Duval: It is all at the end of the mandate, unfortunately.

Let me ask the hon. Minister, Madam Speaker, concerning security. Now, my deepest
sympathy is to the Sri Lankan nation, the Sri Lankan people, Madam Speaker. The security is
an issue even in Mauritius. When | was Minister of Tourism, | had spoken to the
Commissioner of Police, so that GIPM Commandos could be stationed all around near the
tourist areas. Can | ask the hon. Minister, quite seriously, whether it is still the case? Does he

know?
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Mr Gayan: Madam Speaker, let me say that when it comes to security, this is not a
matter that should be debated in the House. I think the hon. Prime Minister is fully aware of
the requirements of security, and we are very alive to ensuring that Mauritius remains a safe
and secure destination. One of the greatest selling assets for Mauritius is its safety and
security and the friendliness of the people. We are not going to take any decision that is going

to jeopardise that image of Mauritius.

Mr X. L. Duval: Madam Speaker, moving on to this famous air corridor, now that we
have the figures for the first quarter, even with the famous quasi risk, we are in Malaysia 25%
lower than the previous year, for Singapore 11%, and Asia generally, I think, 15%. So, will
he agree that air corridor has been a disaster and probably a heavy weight for Air Mauritius to

carry and part of the reason why it is in such dire situation?

Mr Gayan: Well, | do not have a brief for Air Mauritius, Madam Speaker. | think
Air Mauritius can speak for itself. But let me say that Air Mauritius is the only carrier flying
to certain destinations, including Singapore, Malaysia, India, China, and Australia. From
what | have read in the papers, | understand that there is a study that has been commissioned
by Air Mauritius. We have to await the outcome of that study to see what was the impact of
the air corridor on the situation of Air Mauritius. So, | am not in a position to properly and

effectively reply to that question.

Mr X. L. Duval: Madam Speaker, the hon. Minister is not in any position at all, if |

may say so.

Now, | would like to ask the hon. Minister, given this terrible crisis in the tourism
industry, whether there are strong rumours that the hon. Minister is not on speaking terms
with the Chairman of the MTPA, Mr Bhujohory.

Mr Gayan: First of all, let me reject categorically that the tourism industry is in
crisis. | reject that categorically and 1 maintain that the tourism and hospitality sector is in a
healthy condition. Of course, there are ups and downs, but let us wait for the end of the year.
It is too rash to rush to judgment today for what is going to happen in December. Last year as
well, some papers were talking a lot about this: ‘Ah, there is a drop of tourism; we do not
know what is going to happen’. So, | said, ‘Let’s wait’. And this is not the first time this is
happening, Madam Speaker. It is a current feature of the tourism industry in Mauritius that in

the final months we pick up for whatever shortfall there has been. But with regard to the other
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issues which the hon. Leader of the Opposition has raised, |1 do not think that they really

deserve any reply.

Mr X. L. Duval: Okay, fair enough! We talked about the Chairman of MTPA, but we
do not see any movement on the lles Vanille which was responsible, when | was there with
Didier Robert and Saint-Ange, for the upsurge in the cruise market. We do not hear anything

about lles Vanille anymore.

May 1 ask the hon. Minister whether he is still committed to the lles Vanille and he is
putting his effort and money into this organisation, or is it now, as | understand,

confidentially from other people, that Mauritius is no longer interested in lles Vanille?

Mr Gayan: Well, | attended the Vanilla Islands Organisation meeting in Seychelles
in January this year. So, how can the hon. Leader of the Opposition say that we are not
committed to the Vanilla Islands? In fact, the truth is, Madam Speaker, that when that
organisation was launched, there were lots of expectations that were raised, and one of the
expectations was that it was possible for people to travel by air within the Vanilla Islands for
a minimum amount of money. But when the airlines looked at their economics and the cost of
operations, this has not been possible, but where the Vanilla Islands have been successful is
in cruises. | recognise that the cruises are an important segment on which we can build on the
Vanilla Islands. What is going to happen in the future, 1 do not know. But | have just been
informed that, last week, in Miami, there was a Sea Trade exhibition and the MTPA
sponsored the Vanilla Islands to go to the Sea Trade exhibition.

Mr X. L. Duval: The cruise, in fact, is not him, but the Vanilla Islands, Madam
Speaker, and me before. | would like to ask the hon. Minister about this strategic plan which
costs quite a lot of money. | understand there was a Steering Committee - about nine months
ago, the plan was produced - and it only met once in March, and we are coming to the

elections. So, is the strategic plan now pour la poubelle?

Mr Gayan: Nothing is thrown to the poubelle when it comes to the strategic plan.
Madam Speaker, we have to look at the tourism industry in a holistic manner. It is very easy
in March/April to say that there will be a chute libre. But let me say, on 01 June of this year,
we will be having a gala event of the World Travel Awards. We will also be having a lot of

conferences in Mauritius. The image of Mauritius for the MICE market is improving.

Apart from the regular tourists who come to the hotels, we are also looking at other
sectors of the tourism sector to increase the number of tourist arrivals and also the MICE
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market. We have several conferences happening. We have one which was announced by the
hon. Prime Minister, the UNODC, happening in the month of September with about 200
delegates. We have other conferences happening. We want to diversify the tourism portfolio
so that Mauritius benefits from this sector in the long run. With regard to the strategic plan, I

am informed that the Steering Committee meets quarterly.
Madam Speaker: One more minute!

Mr X. L. Duval: Not the Steering Committee! I meant his Committee that he meets,
not the underlying Steering Committee. That has only met once, under him, for the last nine
months. Madam Speaker, in the same breath, the Minister and the MPTA, even this morning,
spent all their time criticising ‘poor’ Air Mauritius, which falls under the PMO, and which,
apparently, never talks to him, which is what he said at the radio. What is the hon. Minister
going to do to improve relations with his main strategic partner who does not talk to him, he

does not talk to them, and he criticises their boss?

Mr Gayan: Madam Speaker, | have said a number of things about Air Mauritius
because | wanted to have better consultations. In fact, I must say that things are moving in the
right direction and, on Friday afternoon, we are having a meeting with the top brass of Air
Mauritius to look at the strategy. The newspapers and the radios tend to magnify whatever

happens, but in reality we have been talking.
Madam Speaker: Last question, hon. Leader of the Opposition!

Mr X. L. Duval: Madam Speaker, | am receiving so many messages from hoteliers
who are actually laughing at the replies of the hon. Minister who has absolutely ridiculed
himself. 1 would like to ask the hon. Minister what he is going to do now that he has
absolutely ridiculed himself in front of the whole hotel industry in pretending not to
understand the difference between air tourism and croisiéristes who stay on the ship.

Mr Gayan: Madam Speaker, | will not dignify this question of the hon. Leader of the
Opposition with a reply.

Mr X. L. Duval: Thank you.
Madam Speaker: Time is over!

Hon. Members, the Table has been advised that PQ B/217 in regard to the proposed
implementation of the Rehabilitation Programme for Alcoholics and Drug Addicts will be

replied by the hon. Minister of Health and Quality of Life. PQ B/246 in regard to construction
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of drains at Bel Ombre Village and PQ B/260 in regard to the recent flooding at Richelieu
and ongoing project for prevention of flood thereat will be replied by the hon. Prime

Minister, time permitting.
Hon. Osman Mahomed!
PPO/CPB - SUPPLIERS - PROCUREMENT EXERCISE

(No. B/213) Mr Osman Mahomed (Third Member for Port Louis South & Port
Louis Central) asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Home Affairs, External
Communications and National Development Unit, Minister of Finance and Economic
Development whether, in regard to the public bodies, he will, for the benefit of the House,
obtain from the Procurement Policy Office/Central Procurement Board, information as to the
number of requests received therefrom for the debarment of suppliers, contractors and service
providers from eligibility to bid for contracts therefor, since April 2017 to date and table the

list thereof, indicating in each case the reasons therefor.

The Prime Minister: Madam Speaker, 1 am advised that the Central Procurement
Board is not a sanctioning body and does not, therefore, entertain any requests from public
bodies for debarment of suppliers. However, the Public Procurement Act 2006 provides for
sanctions against any defaulting supplier, contractor or consultant by the Procurement Policy

Office (PPO) at national level and by any public body at its own level.

Any supplier debarred by the PPO is disqualified from participating in any public
procurement exercise for a period not exceeding five years, while a supplier sanctioned by a
public body is excluded from participating in any procurement exercise of that public body

for a period not exceeding six months.

Madam Speaker, since April 2017 to date, the PPO has received 12 requests for
debarment from public bodies. However, these requests did not provide sufficient evidence
for the PPO to take action as provided by law. The requests were, therefore, referred back to
these public bodies to either substantiate them in the manner required under the Act or to take
action for exclusion at their own level. These public bodies did not proceed further due to

insufficient evidence warranting sanction by them.

I am informed that the public bodies have sanctioned 11 other defaulting suppliers by

excluding them from participation in their respective procurement exercises.
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Madam Speaker, | am tabling a list of the 12 cases referred to the PPO as well as a list

of the 11 suppliers who have been sanctioned by public bodies.

Mr Osman Mahomed: Can | have a copy? | have in front of me the latest Annual
Report on the website of the PPO 2017-2018 wherein four suppliers have been debarred. Can
I ask the hon. Prime Minister whether he is aware that the preceding year, the National Audit
Report has already red flagged certain suppliers and these suppliers have continued providing
services until they went bankrupt, and yet, their names do not appear in the subsequent years
in the PPO Annual Report?

The Prime Minister: Well, Madam Speaker, the question is very precise with regard
to contractors and service providers since 2017. If the hon. Member is going back to prior
years, of course, it is not possible for me to answer because otherwise | would have requested
information for the prior years. | have been provided with some information, but I do not
think that it relates to this question. If the hon. Member will come with a specific question

with regard to former years, obviously, | shall provide the information.

Mr Osman Mahomed: In fact, the PPO’s report that I am referring to is for 2017-
2018, which is part of the question. Can | ask the hon. Prime Minister, given he has just
highlighted the weaknesses we have in our legal system, whether it will be proper to
empower the PPO to go beyond the Ministries themselves and seek information from say the
National Audit Report, which does a good job in highlighting weaknesses in project

implementation in Ministries?

The Prime Minister: As the law stands and when | look at the sections with regard to
disqualification debarment and suspension, I think the reasons that have been invoked by the
law are sufficient enough and allow the public body to refer cases to the PPO for any
sanction. But, of course, it is also a matter of establishing a case against that supplier. That is
why in those, first of all, cases which were referred to the PPO, they have been short of the
required proof and the matters have been sent back to the public body for them to furnish
other additional information or additional evidence to allow the PPO to take any action. But
falling short of the required proof, of course, the PPO will not act on these cases. But |
believe what the hon. Member is pointing at is that we have to see to it that the public body
prepares the case in such a manner that it is at least up to the required standard for proof for
the PPO to take action.

Madam Speaker: Hon. Ganoo!
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Mr Ganoo: Can the hon. Prime Minister say what is the maximum period of
debarment and does the PPO has any discretion to reduce that period of debarment and if this

has been done in certain cases?

The Prime Minister: According to law, it is a maximum of five years, but the PPO,
of course, will look at the seriousness of the contravention to the law and then, obviously,
debar if need be or suspend the supplier. So, it is not as if all the time it is up to a maximum

term of five years. It will again depend on the seriousness of the infringement.
Madam Speaker: Next question, hon. Ameer Meeal
(Interruptions)

Once again, | wish to draw attention. | think that as from now on, | will direct the Clerk, at
the beginning of each sitting, to ask everybody to put their mobile phones on silent mode,

please.
PRB - UNIONS & MANAGEMENT - CONSULTATIONS

(No. B/214) Mr A. Ameer Meea (Second Member for Port Louis Maritime &
Port Louis East) asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Home Affairs, External
Communications and National Development Unit, Minister of Finance and Economic

Development whether, in regard to the next Pay Research Bureau Report, he will —

@) for the benefit of the House, obtain from the Pay Research Bureau,
information as to where matters stand as to the preparation thereof, including
consultations with the Trade Unions/Representative of Employees, and

(b) state if consideration will be given for the payment of additional increments,
pending the publication thereof and, if so, when and, if not, why not.

The Prime Minister: Madam Speaker, as | stated in my reply to Parliamentary

Question B/302 on 08 May 2018, the Pay Research Bureau has already embarked on the
exercise for the preparation of its next Report on the Review of Pay and Grading Structures

and Conditions of Service in the Public Sector.

In line with its usual methodology, the Bureau is adopting a consultative approach for
the preparation of its next Report so as to gather maximum information and to remain open

and transparent in its exchange of views with staff, unions and management.

Accordingly, the PRB issued a Circular on 02 May 2018 calling all Heads of
Ministries and Departments, Parastatals and the Statutory Bodies and Local Authorities to
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submit information on their organisation’s vision, mission, objectives and customer charters.
The PRB issued another Circular on 15 February 2019 requesting Ministries and Departments
to submit, inter alia, proposals for structural changes and suggestions for improving existing

conditions of service.

It should be emphasised that the Bureau is working according to a preset work plan,

which started in May 2018 and extends up to September 2020.

I am informed that Circulars were also issued by the Bureau inviting Federations and
Unions to submit their views/observations and proposals by 30 June 2018. However, out of
18 Federations, five have not replied and out of some 109 Civil Service Unions, 35 have not

responded. Moreover, out of 97 Parastatal Unions, only 55 have replied.

Ten preliminary meetings have already been held from 09 to 13 April 2018 with the
Federations to apprise them of the calendar of activities of the review exercise.

Meetings were also held from January to March 2019 with the Federations to discuss
their representations on the general conditions of service. However, five Federations did not

attend.

Madam Speaker, | am further informed that the Bureau has so far conducted 2,050
interviews in relation to job description questionnaires. 69 meetings have been held with

Unions of Parastatal Bodies.

According to the work plan established by the Bureau, hearings of Unions and
management are scheduled up to February 2020. Consultations with Unions and management
of the Rodrigues Regional Assembly are planned from April/May 2020. Thereafter, the
Bureau will focus on pay determination and conversion policy and the finalisation of its

Report, which is scheduled for August 2020.

Madam Speaker, in regard to part (b) of the question, as I stated in my reply to PQ
B/1159 on 04 December 2018, the PRB has, since the release of its first Report in 1982,
carried out a General Review Exercise of Pay and Grading Structures at an interval of five
years, except for the 2016 Report, which was the first Report to be published after a period of
three years only.

The 2016 Report has re-established the periodicity of the general review exercise to
five years and the recommendation has been accepted by all public sector employees. The

next Report is thus due to take effect on 01 January 2021. Notwithstanding this, | have
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received requests from the Federation of Public Sector and other Unions to prepone the
publication of the next PRB Report to September/October 2019, for implementation as from
01 January 2020 and for the payment of an interim increase, equivalent to three increments,
to all employees of the public sector. These requests are under consideration.

Madam Speaker, two Federations of the Public Sector, namely the Federation of
Public Sector and other Unions and the State and other Employees Federation, have also
made a request for salary adjustments to be made so as to correct any distortion caused in
salary relativities following the introduction of the National Minimum Wage.

I am informed that the Federations of the Public Sector, with whom the Bureau has
had discussions, have divergent views on the issue of adjustment for salary relativities
following the introduction of the National Minimum Wage. Some are in favour while others

are not.

This matter has been examined and it is considered that the issue of addressing
distortion in salary relativity, if any, should be looked into by the PRB in the context of the

ongoing general review exercise.

Mr Ameer Meea: Madam Speaker, the post of Director of PRB has been vacant for
quite some time and if | am not wrong, maybe more than one year. In these circumstances,
can | ask the hon. Prime Minister whether this state of affairs will not hamper the proper

running of the PRB functions?

The Prime Minister: |1 know there is one officer who is in an acting capacity. Mr
Sardanen Nursing, Deputy Director, has been appointed by the Public Service Commission to
act as Director of the Pay Research Bureau with effect from 16 November 2018 for a period

of six months in the first instance.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Ganoo!

Mr Ganoo: Can | ask a question to the hon. Prime Minister with regard to the payment
of additional increments pending the publication of the PRB Report, which he mentioned
himself. Since these increments will not be pensionable, allowances are not pensionable,
may | ask the hon. Prime Minister, on a matter of fairness to public officers who will retire
before the publication of the report in 2021, whether these allowances/temporary increments

will be taken into consideration while computing their retirement benefits?
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The Prime Minister: Madam Speaker, this issue will always arise because what will
happen, every five years, in the meantime, the same request can come. In fact, it has come
from the Federation/Union. Of course, it is a matter, which | said, is under consideration. We
will see if a policy decision has either to be taken by Government or maybe after the views of

the PRB will have been tendered to Government.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Mrs Perraud!
CONSTITUENCY NO. 4 - FLOOD PRONE AREAS - NDU PROJECTS

(No. B/215) Mrs A. Perraud (First Member for Port Louis North & Montagne
Longue) asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Home Affairs, External Communications and
National Development Unit, Minister of Finance and Economic Development whether, in
regard to each of the projects implemented by the National Development Unit in relation to
the flood prone areas in Constituency No. 4, Port Louis North and Montagne Longue, since

January 2015 to date, he will state the cost and completion dates thereof.

The Prime Minister: Madam Speaker, the information sought is being compiled and

will be placed in the Library of the National Assembly.

Mrs Perraud: Est-ce que je pourrais quand méme demander au Premier ministre, vu
que c’est d’actualité, quelles sont les régions dans la circonscription numéro quatre qui ont
été classées comme des flood prone areas, c’est-a-dire des régions qui sont touchées par les

grosses pluies et les inondations?

The Prime Minister: Madam Speaker, | have been provided with some information,
but I am made to understand that they are compiling for all the projects which have been
completed, which are ongoing, and also to let me know about the stage we have reached,
especially for the ongoing projects. So, | do not have exact information. | shall certainly
table, once the information once received. | can also table for the particular region that the

hon. Member has requested.

Mrs Perraud: Merci beaucoup. Puisque justement les informations sont en train d’étre
compilées, peut-étre que je pourrais aider et demander au Premier ministre de voir concernant
principalement les deux cours d’eau qui traversent la circonscription, c’est-a-dire le ruisseau
de Terre Rouge et la riviere Latanier qui causent beaucoup de probléemes aux habitants qui
sont sur les berges de ces riviéeres et notamment un lieu de priere, un Calbala a Vallée des
Prétres qui est complétement inondé et aussi urgemment la situation de Riche Terre, Cité

Roma. Donc, merci beaucoup.
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The Prime Minister: Again, as a remark, Madam Speaker, if the hon. Member would
have also mentioned those specific areas in the question, | would certainly have gathered and

furnished all the information with regard to the areas.

Madam Speaker: | will just remind hon. Members not to ask questions which can be

taken at adjournment time, please. Next question, hon. Uteem!
CORRUPTION PERCEPTIONS INDEX 2018 - MAURITIUS - RANKING

(No. B/216) Mr R. Uteem (First Member for Port Louis South & Port Louis
Central) asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Home Affairs, External Communications and
National Development Unit, Minister of Finance and Economic Development whether, in
regard to the Corruption Perceptions Index 2018 published by Transparency International, he

will state if he has taken cognizance thereof, including, the ranking of Mauritius therein.

The Prime Minister: Madam Speaker, let me at the very outset point out that
Transparency International assesses the perceived level of corruption in the public sector of a

country and not the level of corruption per se.

It is important to note that Transparency International uses indicators to formulate its

score such as —

(M The Global Corruption Barometer, which measures people’s perceptions and

experiencing corruption.

(i)  The Global Corruption Report, which explains corruption issues in detail for a
specific topic/sector.

Transparency International itself recognizes that the Corruption Perceptions Index
does not tell the full story of corruption in a country and it is limited in scope, capturing
perceptions of the extent of corruption in the public sector, from the perceptive of business

people and country experts.

Madam Speaker, | have taken cognizance of the Corruption Perceptions Index 2018

which was released on 29 January 2019 by Transparency International.

According to the Corruption Perceptions Index 2018, Mauritius has been allocated a
score of 51 and ranked 56" out of 180 countries. | must also add that Mauritius is in the 6™

position in the Sub-Saharan Africa region.
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Madam Speaker, | wish to point out that according to the Economist Intelligence Unit
Report 2018, Mauritius is ranked 17" worldwide amongst 167 countries as a “full-
democracy” with a score of 8.22 out of 10 and is ranked first in the Sub-Saharan African
region. It is to be noted that only countries with scores above 8 are categorised as “full
democracies” and Mauritius is one among them, implying that it is effectively tackling issues

relating to transparency, accountability and corruption.

On the other hand, according to the Ibrahim Index of African Governance, which is
published by the Mo Ibrahim Foundation and which provides, inter alia, a quantifiable tool to
measure and monitor governance performance in African countries, in 2018 Mauritius has

been ranked first, out of a total of 54 countries, with the highest overall score of 79.5.

Madam Speaker, Mauritius is a country reputed for sustaining full democracy, rule of
law and leaving no stone unturned to combat fraud and corruption. The Corruption
Perceptions Index 2018 should, therefore, not be taken as a reference to negate what other
institutions like the Economist Intelligence Unit or Mo Ibrahim Foundation have reported on

Mauritius.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: Thank you, Madam Speaker. With regard to the Corruption Perceptions
Index, we were 50" in 2016, 54™ in 2017, and 56" in 2018; a steady deterioration in the
perception that this country is corrupt. So, may I know from the hon. Prime Minister what he
is doing in concrete to reassure Mauritians and investors all around the world that Mauritius

is not as corrupt as everybody thinks it is?

The Prime Minister: Madam Speaker, | have just answered that it is, first of all, a
question of perception and not corruption per se. However, we also have to look at other
studies and how they have ranked Mauritius. I mentioned the Mo lIbrahim Index because in
the Mo Ibrahim ranking, there is also a section with regard to corruption, and just to name
one criterion which is used, ‘anti-corruption mechanism’, we have scored 74.4 and have, in
the last report of 2018, made an improvement of +6.3, ranking Mauritius first in Africa. |
also mentioned the Economist Intelligence Report. But again, as | say, it is a question of

perception.

Now, the hon. Member is saying we were 47 in 2014 and we have come to 56 in
2018. Okay, if that argument stands good, we were ranked 37 in 2000 and in 2004, we were
ranked 54, when hon. Bérenger was Prime Minister at that time.
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(Interruptions)
Ah, it is because of me!
(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: Hon. Uteem!
(Interruptions)
Please, hon. Uteem!
(Interruptions)

Hon. Uteem, you seem to ignore the fact that | have been calling you so many times. When
you are in a sitting position, please do not make remarks. You have asked your question;
allow the hon. Prime Minister to reply. You will have ample time now to ask your

supplementary question.

The Prime Minister: So, as | say, Madam Speaker, what is this issue about? It is
about a survey that is carried out amongst a number of people and it is their perception about
corruption which is tabulated, which is quantified. Transparency International itself says that
we have to be, as a caution, careful because it is a matter of perception. Therefore, what | am
saying, contrary to what hon. Uteem wants to say, is that even in 2000 and 2004, when we
look at the rankings, it is not the rankings per se which, | believe, gives, in fact, the
impression that Mauritius is a most corrupt country. It is what we do and how we score with
regard to other studies like the Mo Ibrahim, the Economist Intelligence Report where there
are figures, they look at statistics, they look at institutions, they look at the actions and the

measures that have been taken by a country to combat fraud and corruption.
Madam Speaker: Yes, hon. Uteem!

Mr Uteem: Transparency International used five sources and one of them was the
Economist Intelligence Unit. But one of the criteria they used was, and | quote —

« Les nominations basées sur le népotisme plutdét que sur la méritocratie dans la

fonction publique. »

Does not the hon. Prime Minister agree that never before have there been so many
nominations of people close to members of his Party, his Government, in position of
responsibility?



29

The Prime Minister: Madam Speaker, | have also read this report. Let me quote what

Transparency International says —

« Il existe plusieurs lois @ Maurice qui donnent un pouvoir discrétionnaire aux
membres d’un gouvernement de procéder a des nominations a la téte des institutions
sans consultation aucune. Ce type de nomination est pergu comme étant contraire aux
principes de la bonne gouvernance et servirait a récompenser des proches ou des

agents. »
Madam Speaker, has this started only yesterday? Only in 2014?
(Interruptions)

There have been so many Governments before. When Governments nominate people at the
head of Parastatal Bodies or as Ambassadors or High Commissioners, how many cases have
we seen? This Government, yes, but other Governments also. So, this is not new. It is as if

they have discovered I’Amérique sur mappemonde maintenant. The other thing they...
(Interruptions)
Qu’est-ce qu’on nous reproche, Madame la présidente ? On nous reproche —
« Il n’existe aucune loi... »
(Interruptions)
Listen to this one!
« Il n’existe aucune loi spécifique pour la protection des lanceurs d’alerte. »

How incorrect can this conclusion be? Because we have Prevention of Corruption Act, where
even somebody can send anonymously a letter and the ICAC will investigate. So, we must
not base ourselves on, | would call them probably doubtful conclusions when we do still have

un arsenal d’institutions et de lois.

Now, let me also mention what they also say because it is important, and | quote

Transparency International —

“Our research makes a clear link between having a healthy democracy and

successfully fighting public sector corruption.”

And it goes on to say, and | quote —
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“Corruption is much more likely to flourish where democratic foundations are weak
and, as we have seen in many countries, where undemocratic and populist politicians

capture democratic institutions and use them to their advantage.”

Now, we should be proud, Madam Speaker, that with regard to the Democracy Index 2018,
we are amongst the 20 countries having what is called a full democracy. Out of 20, we rank
17.

Madam Speaker: Hon. Mrs Selvon!

Mrs Selvon: Merci, Madame la présidente. | think we should not be defending le
népotisme in this Assembly. Le Premier ministre est-il au courant que le népotisme est une

forme de corruption ?

The Prime Minister: Madame la présidente, je ne suis pas en train de promouvoir la
corruption, la fraude, le népotisme. Au contraire, of course! But if there are cases - we
cannot just make general statements - they will be dealt with by the proper institutions and
inquiries will be made. Nous sommes aussi un Etat de droit, Madame la présidente, et donc,
bien sir, moyennant les droits des suspects, mais aussi que les institutions vont faire et
assumer leurs responsabilités. Les enquétes vont se faire et il y a des tribunaux, des Cours de

justice. Donc, voila ce que nous sommes en train de faire.

Madam Speaker: Time is over! Hon. Members, the Table has been advised that PQ
B/245 in regard to the proposed dredging of the Savanne River, in Surinam, in the vicinity of
Moulin Cassée, will be replied by the hon. Vice-Prime Minister, Minister of Local
Government and Outer Islands, Minister of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family
Welfare.

Hon. Rughoobur!
POLYTECHNICS MAURITIUS LTD - STUDENT INTAKE

(No. B/227) Mr S. Rughoobur (Second Member for Grand’Baie & Poudre d’Or)
asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources, Tertiary Education and Scientific
Research whether, in regard to the Polytechnics Mauritius Ltd., she will, for the benefit of the
House, obtain therefrom, information as to the student intake thereat over the past 24 months,

indicating the number of seats available on courses offered thereat over the same period.

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Madam Speaker, the student intake of Polytechnics

Mauritius Ltd is to date 709. It is to be noted that the Pamplemousses Campus came into
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operation in November 2017 and has enrolled four cohorts of students for the National
Diploma in Nursing, that is, 290 students out of a total 375 seats. While the two other
campuses which came into operation in May and September 2018 have enrolled 419 students
in ICT and International Hotel and Tourism Management. For the Réduit Campus, there are
193 students out a total of 207 seats, and for the Montagne Blanche Campus, 170 students for

a maximum capacity of 203.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Rughoobur!

Mr Rughoobur: | thank the hon. Minister for her reply. May | know from the hon.
Minister, out of these cohorts of students, whether it is nursing or other clusters, what is the

total amount of NSDP students that has been recruited?

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Madam Speaker, | do not believe that these students are
from the NSDP Programme.

Madam Speaker: Hon. Rughoobur!

Mr Rughoobur: May | know from the hon. Minister, there has been a couple of MoU
that were signed during 2017, HTMI Switzerland, Waikato Institute of Technology, one from
Canada, how are these strategic partnerships and MoU that were signed, how is it
contributing to the quality of courses being delivered and also increasing the population of

students at these?

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Madam Speaker, if we take the collaboration between
Polytechnics Mauritius and HTMI, I would like to inform the House that we have a number
of lecturers that come over, help in the design of the courses. In fact, the number of students
at the Montagne Blanche Institution has risen up in spite of the fact that it started operating
only recently and to the end of 2018. | have just given you the figures, the number of students
has come up to 170.

Madam Speaker: Excuse me! Hon. Minister, can you please resume your seat!

I think that is too much! Now you will have to leave your mobile phone outside when

you come into the House!

Mr Rughoobur: | don’t know if the hon. Minster has already replied to this question

because it was not that clear for me the number of students.
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Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: | have just mentioned that the number of students at the
Montagne Blanche Polytechnics, which is running courses in collaboration with HTMI, has

gone up to 193, a total of 193 over a cohort of 203.

Mr Rughoobur: Thank you, Madam Speaker. Last supplementary, the student
population has increased drastically, it is true. May | know from the hon. Minister, as per the
business plan of Polytechnics Mauritius, for the next financial year, the number of students

expected is more than 1,000?

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Madam Speaker, the Polytechnics Mauritius, which
started its operation in October 2017, has come up with a business plan, and they have
mentioned in the Business Plan that these are estimates, and they had planned that up till
2020, we will be having around 2,000 students. So, right now, we are at 700, we have intakes
that are going to be recruited during the year and we expect that by next year the number will

rise to 1,400, and it is expected to keep on rising up to 2,000.
Madam Speaker: Next question, hon. Rughoobur!
POLYTECHNICS MAURITIUS LTD - LOANS

(No. B/228) Mr S. Rughoobur (Second Member for Grand’Baie & Poudre d’Or)
asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources, Tertiary Education and Scientific
Research whether, in regard to the Polytechnics Mauritius Ltd., she will, for the benefit of the
House, obtain therefrom, information as to the number of loans contracted as at to date,
indicating in each case the —

@) quantum;
(b) terms and conditions, and
(c) outstanding amount thereof.

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Madam Speaker, Polytechnics Mauritius Limited was
incorporated on 02 March 2017 and Polytechnics Mauritius Limited, I am informed, has not

contracted any loan since its incorporation.
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Mr Rughoobur: Thank you, Madam Speaker. Speaking of the financial component,
may | know from the hon. Minister whether, the last audited report of Polytechnics which
was formerly known as ‘Knowledge Parks’, I think, whether these have been tabled and
filed?

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Madam Speaker, Polytechnics Mauritius has started its
operation only recently, and they are working on the report. | do not think it has been tabled
yet, but | must say that Polytechnics Mauritius came up only in 2017, and it has taken up, in
fact, the Knowledge Parks of Mauritius Limited, and the audit report would be submitted in

due time.

Mr Rughoobur: Madam Speaker, this is a very important issue. | hope that the
Minister will agree to that. But, apart from this, the recurrent expenditure of Polytechnics
Mauritius is on average Rs40m. to Rs50 m. every year. May | know from the hon. Minister
how is the Polytechnics in a position to finance this recurrent expenditure based on the

financial situation of that organisation?

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Polytechnics Mauritius has just started operating. It has
received funds from the HRDC to start the operation, and there is a part of the Budget of my

Ministry that goes to Polytechnics Mauritius.
Madam Speaker: Next question, hon. Rughoobur!
PSEA - PRIVATE SECONDARY SCHOOLS - GRANTS

(No. B/229) Mr S. Rughoobur (Second Member for Grand’Baie & Poudre d’Or)
asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources, Tertiary Education and Scientific
Research whether, in regard to the Private Secondary Education Authority, she will, for the

benefit of the House, obtain therefrom, information as to the —

@ total amount of funds disbursed to private secondary schools over the past

financial year, and
(b) number of inspectors recruited thereat over the past 36 months.

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Madam Speaker, the Comprehensive Grant Formula was
introduced in the context of free education and is meant for the financing of grant-aided
private secondary schools. It is managed by the Private Secondary Education Authority. | am
informed by the PSEA that a total amount of Rs552.3 m. has been paid as grants to 87 grant-

aided private secondary schools over the past Financial Year 2017-2018, excluding salaries.
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Inspection of the infrastructural facilities for the purpose of the implementation of the grant
formula is undertaken by supervisors of the PSEA. There are currently 14 officers in the

supervisory cadre in post.

Madam Speaker, | wish to inform the House that in 2016, the Education Act was
amended to restore powers of pedagogical inspection in respect of the private secondary
schools to the PSEA. The PSEA Act was also amended in 2016. The relevant section of the
Education Act was promulgated on 01 July 2017.

Consequently, the post of Quality Assurance Officer was created on the Establishment
of the PSEA. As a result of the first recruitment exercise carried out in December 2017, six
Quality Assurance Officers have been appointed. An exercise for recruitment of ten

additional QAOs is currently underway.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Rughoobur!

Mr Rughoobur: Yes, thank you, Madam Speaker. In the Board of the PSEA, which
is the new Board of the new institution, there are no provisions for managers and unions.
There is also the setting up of a Consultative Council. In light of the amount of fund that is
being invested, may | know from the hon. Minster whether there has been any Consultative

Council set up and how many times it has met?

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Madam Speaker, the OPSG had given advice to the
Government, to the Ministry so as to make sure that managers are not on the Board of the
PSEA as the PSEA is the regulatory body. So, Consultative Committees are held and there
are no funds attributed to that. Consultative Committees are held as and when required, and |
believe that are a number of committees that have been held with managers and with the

unions.

Mr Rughoobur: For clarification, | will ask a supplementary, Madam Speaker. When
I was talking of the Consultative Committee, in order to have an oversight on this Rs500 m.
that are being disbursed, | wanted to know whether these stakeholders who are not in the
Board, whether they have had the possibility to participate and take decision together with the
PSSA?

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Madam Speaker, the Consultative Committee, as the
name implies, refers to meetings where the different stakeholders have to come and share
their views. As far as the accountability part of the expenditure made, that is, as far as
following up with the schools and seeing whether the grants are being used effectively is
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concerned, this is done by the supervisory cadres, not by stakeholders coming and doing their

own assessment.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Mrs Perraud!

Mrs Perraud: Can | ask the hon. Minister what is the total number of inspectors

working at the PSEA? And also, what is the ratio of inspectors to schools?

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Madam Speaker, | have mentioned in my answer that we
have 14 supervisory cadres, we have got six Quality Assurance Officers and there are ten new
Quality Assurance Officers that are being recruited presently. Now the ratio is not difficult
for me to state. | have just stated that there are 67 schools, 14 Supervisory Officers and six
Quality Assurance Officers that have just been recruited recently; ten more are going to be

recruited. We just need to make a small arithmetic exercise.
Madam Speaker: Next question, hon. Rughoobur!

HIGHER EDUCATION COMMISSION - QUALITY EDUCATION
AUTHORITY

(No. B/230) Mr S. Rughoobur (Second Member for Grand’Baie & Poudre d’Or)
asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources, Tertiary Education and Scientific
Research whether in regard to the Higher Education Commission, she will, for the benefit of
the House, obtain therefrom, information as to the composition of the Board thereof,
indicating the mechanism put in place to ensure the dispensation of quality education at
tertiary level.

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Madam Speaker, the High Education Act was passed on
12 December 2017 and the promulgation of various sections of the legislation was to be
effected in a phased manner. The Tertiary Education Commission is mandated to look at the
registration, accreditation and quality assurance.

Following recommendations of the Quality Assurance Authority of the UK, it was
decided to have an autonomous Quality Assurance Authority for the sector. The sections of
the Higher Education Act relating to the Quality Assurance Authority were proclaimed on 17
November 2018 under the Proclamation Notice No. 32 of 2018. The Board of the Quality
Assurance Authority will be set up shortly, and this will be followed by that of the Higher
Education Commission. The part of the Higher Education Act regarding the Higher
Education Commission (HEC) has not yet been promulgated. Madam Speaker, the Quality
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Assurance and Accreditation Division of the Tertiary Education Commission is presently
carrying out quality assurance function. As per the TEC Act, the Commission has to
undertake periodic academic audit of institutions offering post-secondary education in
Mauritius. The Quality Assurance framework of the TEC sets out to assist both Public and
Private Institutions in putting in place their specific Quality Assurance System preparing
them to undertake their self-assessment, undertaking external quality audit of the Institutions

and carrying out quality assessment exercise.

As regards the dispensation of quality education at the Public Tertiary Education
Institutions, the TEC carries out cyclical quality assurance audits. Quality audit is an
independent external evaluation conducted to assess a public institution’s internal quality
management system, and this exercise is conducted every five years in line with international
practice. Through its Quality Assurance Committee, TEC monitors the implementation of the
recommendations of the Audit panels on a quarterly basis. Moreover, Madam Speaker,
quality is also assured internally at the institutional level through internal quality assurance

departments in the public.

Mr Rughoobur: Madam Speaker, | think we have to thank the hon. Minister for
keeping this Quality Assurance issue independent of the Tertiary Education soon. Though she
is not personally responsible, we know that the ranking of the University of Mauritius has
fallen drastically since the last 10 years, from 25" to 80™. Since we are talking of quality,
can the hon. Minister, at least, elaborate on this, please?

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Madam Speaker, although it is not related to the question,
I will nevertheless answer. | just mentioned that | have replied in the House a number of
times that when we talk about University rankings, there are various types of rankings
depending on various issues. Mauritius has been lagging behind for some time on research.
Now, a lot has been done in that respect. We have got special research funds, 13 research
schemes at the Tertiary Education Commission. So, a lot is being done to upgrade the quality
and the amount of research being done in our Institutions and this will hopefully manage to
bring up the rank. But then, again, the ranking does not relate to the quality of teaching. The

ranking relates mainly to the amount of research and other issues.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Rughoobur!

Mr Rughoobur: | am raising this issue, Madam Speaker, because there is a report
that was prepared in 2012 and only last year the report of the Tertiary Education Commission
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Quality noted that most of the recommendations were not implemented by the University of
Mauritius. Now that the new report is here, will the hon. Minister please ensure that the

recommendations are implemented?

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Madam Speaker, | have just answered that the Tertiary
Education Commission follows and monitors the implementation of recommendations from

the audits and is done on a quarterly basis.

Madam Speaker: Next question! Hon. Osman Mahomed is not there. Hon. Ameer

Meeal!
TERRE ROUGE/VERDUN LINK ROAD - REPAIRS - COST

(No. B/234) Mr A. Ameer Meea (Second Member for Port Louis Maritime &
Port Louis East) asked the Minister of Public Infrastructure and Land Transport, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and International Trade whether, in regard to the Terre
Rouge/Verdun Link Road, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the Road
Development Authority, information as to where matters stand as to the complete

rehabilitation thereof, indicating —
@) when same will be fully operational, and
(b) the variation costs thereof, if any.

Mr Bodha: Madam Speaker, | wish to refer the hon. Member to the reply made to
Parliamentary Questions B/74 on 03 April 2018, B/253 on 24 April 2018 and B/641 on 17
July 2018 and B/902 on 23 October 2018 concerning the repairs to the embankment failure.

Following occurrence of cracks on the Terre Rouge/Verdun Link Road near Valton in
January 2015, the contract for repair to embankment on the Motorway was awarded to
Transinvest Construction on 28 March 2017. Madam Speaker, the works started on 09 May
and were contractually scheduled to be completed in March 2018. However, during the
execution of works in July 2017, after heavy torrential rains, new cracks appeared on the
diversion road and on the slopes of the mountain. The works had to be stopped and
consequently on the recommendation of Professor Manian, the RDA enlisted the services of
SEREMA in France, a French Public Body specialised in such types of work to undertake the

reinforcement designs.
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Madam Speaker, following procurement procedures for the enlistment of a specialist
contractor for the reinforce piling works based on the designs submitted by SEREMA, a

contract for the execution of the piling works was awarded to Sinohydro in September 2018.

I am informed by the RDA that the piling works have been completed on time in
February 2019. Pile testing has already been carried out to check the integrity of the piles,
and SEREMA is expected to submit its final report shortly.

In regard to the repair to the embankment awarded to Transinvest, works are
progressing well and are expected to be completed by mid-July.

In regard to part (a) of the question, the road with all its amenities is expected to be

completed by mid-July and will be fully operational by that time.

As regards to part (b) of the question, I am informed by the RDA that for both the
repair to the embankment project and the piling works, the final cost is expected to be within

the initial contract sum awarded for each project.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Ameer Meea!

Mr Ameer Meea: Madam Speaker, the repair for Terre Rouge/Verdun is a never
ending repair since the first embankment failure in January 2015. Coming to part (b) of the
question with regard to the variation cost, the hon. Minister just mentioned that it is within

the line of the contract. May | know the amount? This is why | have put it in my question.

Mr Bodha: Madam Speaker, the never ending saga will end. | have brought some
photographs which I am going to lay on the Table of the National Assembly.

(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: Hon. Jhugroo, | see you cannot contain yourself!

Mr Bodha: | would like the National Assembly, Madam Speaker, to understand how
gigantic this repair is. It is 110 metres wide, 300 metres long, with 130,000 m® of excavation
and 100,000 tonnes of filling; 192 piles of one metre wide in diameter and 25 metres in the
ground. We have done 75% of the filling and we have done all the piles. We expect the filling
to be over, if the weather permits, by the end of May and the road will be constructed in June,
but we have taken all precautions that’s why we have given a date of mid-July.

When it comes to the cost for the filling - the cost, | had given it last time. It is Rs282

m. and for the piling the cost was Rs223 m.
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(Interruptions)
There is no variation cost to the estimates.
Madam Speaker: There is no variation cost. You have a supplementary question?

Mr Ameer Meea: Yes. Madam Speaker, answering to a PQ which the hon. Minister
just referred, PQ B/902, he stated in his reply, in relation to the Sannassee Report that, the
report is ready and will be provided to the RDA. And when asked whether he can table it, he
said, yes, we will table it because we will use it with the report for a case. But | have checked,

the report has not yet been tabled.

Mr Bodha: The report has been presented to the RDA Board and the Board has
submitted the report to the SLO for further action. As soon as the SLO gives us the
recommendation, | will be able to lay the report on the Table of the National Assembly.

Madam Speaker: Hon. Ameer Meea!

Mr Ameer Meea: With regard to the Terre Rouge/Verdun project, as the hon.
Minister mentioned, the gigantic project, therefore, can | ask him what is the total cost up to
now, i.e. the initial cost, how much we have spent for the repairs and how much will be the
total final cost, and also if he can guarantee to the House that the road will be operational in

July this year?

Mr Bodha: Everything leads to this, Madam Speaker, that the road is going to be

operational in July.

With regard to the costs, the initial cost was Rsl1.2 billion, and it ended up in Rs2
billion. That was for the first segment. The second segment took another Rs2 billion. That
lasted Rs4 billion. This is not our spending, and it is not our making, and the breakdown at

the Terre Rouge/Verdun is not our making.

Madam Speaker, for a project of Rs4 billion, the research, that is, the geotechnical
survey cost Rs6 m. and it lasted two weekends from two experts from EGIS. We have spent
only the sum I have given, that is, the filling for Rs250 m. and the piling for Rs123 m. That’s
all! So, the whole road would have cost about Rs4.5 billion after which we have spent Rs420
m. to do the repairs and the roads, Madam Speaker, have cracked five different places

because we are repairing two other slopes on the other site.

Madam Speaker: The Table has been advised that PQ B/265 has been withdrawn. |

suspend the sitting for one and a half hours.
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At 1.03 p.m., the sitting was suspended.
On resuming at 2.37 p.m. with Madam Speaker in the Chair.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Ameer Meea!

SAFE CITY PROJECT - EXPENDITURE

(No. B/235) Mr A. Ameer Meea (Second Member for Port Louis Maritime & Port
Louis East) asked the Rt. hon. Minister Mentor, Minister of Defence, Minister for Rodrigues
whether, in regard to the Safe City Project, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from
the Commissioner of Police, information as to the expenditure incurred in relation thereto as

at to date.

The Prime Minister: Madam Speaker, 1 am informed by the Commissioner of Police
that the Safe City Project, which was announced in the Budget Speech 2017-2018, is being
implemented. It is an integrated and advanced technological system for ensuring safety and

security of the public in general.

The Safe City Project is an operating lease model with a total cost of USD455 m.
payable over a 20-year period. A contract to that effect was signed with Mauritius Telecom
Ltd on 19 December 2017.

Madam Speaker, according to the schedule of payment of the contract, an initial

amount of USD13 m. has been paid on 02 February 2018 to Mauritius Telecom Ltd.

Mr Ameer Meea: Madam Speaker, the hon. Prime Minister stated to the House that
the contract was awarded to Mauritius Telecom and the House is aware that Mauritius
Telecom took a loan from Exim Bank of China which was guaranteed by the State, and it is
the Police Force, that is, from taxpayers’ fund, from public fund that this will be financed to
repay Mauritius Telecom. Therefore, can | ask the hon. Prime Minister, if for the sake of
transparency and good governance, if this contract regarding the financing not the equipment,
not the security issue but only the financing part which is being funded by public fund, be

made public?

The Prime Minister: Which part is the hon. Member talking about? It is the contract
between the Mauritius Police Force and Telecom? Well, that | need to be advised whether it

is appropriate to make it public. I will seek advice.

Mr Ameer Meea: With regard to the same project, may | know when this project will

be fully operational?



41

The Prime Minister: | know that works are ongoing. | do not have a fixed date but it
should be operational once all the equipment has been installed and once the command
centres have been set up, but, obviously, I shall look into that in terms of the time frame that

has been earmarked for implementation.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Osman Mahomed!

Mr Osman Mahomed: According to the Press this morning, the cameras and
equipment of Safe City Project have been vandalised, the same cameras that they are
supposed to watch over us. Can | ask the hon. Prime Minister whether the bill to repair this
equipment and cameras that have been vandalised will be borne by Government or the

contractor at this stage in the implementation of the project?

The Prime Minister: Well, 1 do not have the information with regard to the earlier
question. As per the contract, it is expected that the system will be in place on or around 19
June. So, maybe it can also take a few more weeks. With regard to what has been published,
well, I must say this question does not relate to this question. Maybe can also take a few

more weeks.

With regard to what has been published, well, I must say, it does not relate to this

question...
(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: Now, this is really too much. Whose mobile phone is that?
(Interruptions)

No, even then, | think there needs to have some decorum in this House. We cannot continue
like this.

Madam Clerk, I will instruct you once again at the beginning of each sitting even in
the afternoon session also, to remind hon. Members that there is a certain decorum to be kept

in the House, to be maintained so that all mobile phones should be on silent mode.

The Prime Minister: Yes, | was saying that, first of all, this issue of cameras does not
relate to this question because we are talking about expenditure. However, | do not have the
precise information, but | do not believe that what has been published in the Press is correct.
It seems and | need confirmation maybe from the Police. It seems that there was an accident
and that it must have been a lorry that knocked against one of those equipment, but I must say

it seems also that the person who knocked against that equipment took that equipment. Once
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it felt down, he took that equipment and went away. Maybe, in another way, it is a question
of theft also because you cannot appropriate public equipment, but | will check on that. Now,
with regard to this, well, of course, it is a matter for the Telecom to see to it that equipment is
properly installed also because it is on a lease model.

So, it will be their responsibility, | think it is the best thing. May | seize this
opportunity to say that I think it is the best thing that Mauritius Police Force has entered into
a contract for lease because as technology changes and then whenever there is any, let us say,
breakdown in terms of the equipment, it will not be for the Police Force to look into that, it

will be for the Mauritius Telecom then to do the needful.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Baloomoody!

Mr Baloomoody: The hon. Prime Minister just mentioned that these cameras will be
operational around 19 of June and we know that it is a private company who owns these
cameras, Mauritius Telecom. So, may | know from the hon. Minister who will manage,
operate these cameras and who will have the custody of the sensitive information that these

cameras will collect?

The Prime Minister: Well, again this does not relate to this question. But then, |
must say it is going to be the Mauritius Police Force. It will be under very tight security and,

of course, | can furnish all the required information as to how it is...
(Interruptions)
Yes, this is why | am answering also.
Madam Speaker: Next question, hon. Ameer Meea.
NHDC LTD - HOUSING UNITS - CONSTRUCTION

(No. B/236) Mr A. Ameer Meea (Second Member for Port Louis Maritime &
Port Louis East) asked the Minister of Housing and Lands whether, in regard to social
housing, he will, for the benefit of the House, obtain from the National Housing Development
Company Ltd., information as to the number of units thereof constructed and delivered,

region-wise and category-wise, since May 2018 to date, indicating the total cost thereof.

Mr Jhugroo: Madam Speaker, I am informed by the NHDC Ltd that since January
2015 to date, 1979 housing units have been completed over 49 sites out of which 1449 units

have been delivered.
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Madam Speaker, | am further informed by the NHDC Ltd that construction of 2421
housing units is on-going, out of which 458 units are expected to be completed by end of
June, 528 units will be completed by end of December, this year, and the remaining 1435

units by June 2020. This will come to 4,400 housing units.

Since May 2018, 357 housing units have been constructed by the NHDC Ltd at a total

cost of Rs461.6 m. in the following regions -

Region No of Housing Units
Flacq 91
Savanne 18
Pamplemousses 32
Plaine Wilhems 164
Grand Port 52
TOTAL 357

With regard to category of housing units, the NHDC Ltd is constructing very decent
housing units of different types and models and the same housing units are being allocated to
the beneficiaries of different income category, including 10 percent reserved for NEF

beneficiaries.

I am further informed by the NHDC Ltd that, out of the 357 housing units completed
since May 2018, 57 housing units have been delivered. As regards the remaining 300 housing
units, action is being initiated for the beneficiaries to sign their title deeds prior to finalization
at the Notary.

Madam Speaker: Hon. Ameer Meea!

Mr Ameer Meea: Yes, Madam Speaker. | have listened carefully to what hon.
Minister answered to the House. My question was specifically since May 2018, but instead he
wanted to reply since January 2015 whereby 1,358 houses have been built till now, and why
it is May 2018 because my last PQ was in May 2018 and answering to that PQ the hon.

Minister mentioned to the House and I quote —
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“l am informed by the NHDC Ltd that between January 2015 and March 2018,
construction of 1,358 housing units has been completed, out of which construction of
746 housing units started prior to January 2015 and were delivered in 2015. So,

bringing the total of housing units being built to only 612.”

So, Madam Speaker, can | ask the hon. Minister if he is still confident with Government
promise, be it in the manifesto or Government Programme whereby 10,000 housing units

were to be built.

Mr Jhugroo: | know as profession you are an Accountant, but I just mentioned that
4,400 housing units will be completed by June 2020...

(Interruptions)
Wait, wait for me to answer.
(Interruptions)

With regard to the construction of 5,995 housing units, the NHDC will be launching an
expression of interest on a design, build and finance mode. Following the outcome of this
exercise, a request for proposal will be made. 16 sites have already been identified as listed at

the annex.

If the hon. Member wants anything, | can give him more clarification to the regions.
But, let me say one thing to this House, Madam Speaker. For the past 10 years when the

Labour Party was in Government...
(Interruptions)
Wait, wait.
(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: Order.
(Interruptions)
Order please!

Mr Jhugroo: For the past 10 years, when the Labour Party-PMSD was in
Government, only 2,496 housing units have been constructed, out of which 837 housing units
started by Government between 2000 and 2005 by the MSM-MMM Government.

Madam Speaker: Hon. Ameer Meea!
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Mr Ameer Meea: Madam Speaker, | think the House will agree with me, that this is a
total failure of this Government that, in terms of housing, today the Minister himself said
only 612 housing units have been built by this Government, and in all his reply these 4,000
that he mentioned to the House, there is only one word he said several times ‘will’. This

Government will — you have only six months to go, and you want to build 9,000 houses.
Mr Jhugroo: Let me reply because...
(Interruptions)

Mr Ameer Meea: | have not finished, my question is coming. Answering to a PQ, the

hon. Minister himself...

Madam Speaker: No. Hon. Ameer Meea, be brief in your question, so that —

everybody wants to ask questions, so be brief in your question.

Mr Ameer Meea: Okay, thank you. Madam Speaker, we are aware that there is USD
20 m. grant from India, and USD 25 m. line of credit. My question to the hon. Minister how
much of this sum, not the line of credit but the grant from India, has been used and how many

houses have been built out of this grant?

Mr Jhugroo: Madam Speaker, | know that the hon. Member is an Accountant, but |
do not know if he has got any problem with his ears because not only 610 housing units have
been constructed. | have given it in my answer. Since January 2015 to date, 1979 housing

units have been completed.
(Interruptions)
Wait! Listen to me!
Madam Speaker: Hon. Ameer Meea!
Mr Jhugroo: | know the hon. Member is a professional accountant! Listen to me!

Now 2,421 housing units are ongoing, 458 units are expected to be completed by the
end of June this year, 528 units will be completed by December of this year and 1,435 units
by June 2020.

(Interruptions)

We will still be here! Do not forget, we will be here! This makes a total of 4,400 units. Now,

let me continue my reply.
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(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: Hon. Rutnah!
Mr Jhugroo: | mentioned that we are going for special ...
(Interruptions)

Mr Ameer Meea: My question was specific. | have asked on the grant from India, for

the line of credit from India. The hon. Minister is not answering to the question!
(Interruptions)

Madam Speaker: | will request both over here, when you ask your question, you
have to be brief and the Minister has to be concise, brief and to the point in his answer,

relevant to the question.

Mr Jhugroo: Yes, Madam Speaker. The question my hon. friend just asked me - |
think he is here for nearly ten years - is not in the original question, the PQ. Now, the
information that he is looking for, | have not got it with me right now. So if need be, he
comes with a specific question and | will give him all the details required in this august

Assembly.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Abbas Mamode!

Mr Abbas Mamode: Madam Speaker, | am made to understand by the reply of the
hon. Minister that the figure for Port Louis region, which consists of four constituencies, is
zero. So, no housing units have been built in Port Louis. Can the hon. Minister inform the
House whether there is any plan — we are left with less than one year - concerning building of

housing units in the region of Port Louis to be done?

Mr Jhugroo: Madam Speaker, | mentioned earlier that 5,995 units, where 16 sites
have been identified for the implementation of the future projects which will be going
shortly, we have got La Tour Koeing, Piton, Bel Air, Ernest Florent, Olivia, Saint Hilaire,
Grand Bel Air, Mare d’Albert, Souillac, Surinam, Dubreuil, Mont Gout, La Clémence,

Highlands, La Caverne and Tyack.
(Interruptions)
Madam Speaker: Order!

Mr Jhugroo: With regard to Port Louis, Madam Speaker, there had been a PQ in the

past, so, | will ask my hon. friend to go and see Hansard.
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Madam Speaker: Hon. Armance!

Mr Armance: Thank you, Madam Speaker. In his answer, the hon. Minister
mentioned houses being allocated to beneficiaries of the NEF. May | know from him, since
May 2018 to date - the date that is in the question - how many social housing units have been

allocated to the beneficiaries falling under the Social Register of Mauritius to the NEF?

Mr Jhugroo: Again, Madam Speaker, | will ask my hon. friend to come with a
specific question. I mentioned 10% of the housing units will be given to the NEF! 10%! But
the exact figure, 1 do not have it right now. The hon. Member should come with a specific

question.
(Interruptions)
Why zero?
(Interruptions)
You come with a specific question!
Madam Speaker: Please do not engage in conversations with any hon. Member!

The Table has now been advised that PQ B/245 will be replied by the hon. Minister of
Social Security, National Solidarity, and Environment and Sustainable Development instead
of the Vice-Prime Minister, Minister of Local Government and Outer Islands, Ministry of

Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare.
Next question, hon. Mrs Perraud!

SECONDARY SCHOOLS - DROPOUT STUDENTS - JANUARY 2017 TO
DATE

(No. B/237) Mrs A. Perraud (First Member for Port Louis North & Montagne
Longue) asked the Minister of Education and Human Resources, Tertiary Education and
Scientific Research whether, in regard to the students, she will state the number thereof
having dropped out from school before the age of 16, since January 2017 to date, indicating

the reasons therefor.

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Madam Speaker, 1 am informed that the number of
students having left secondary schools before the age of 16 for the year 2017 was around 929.
Many of these children have thereafter joined technical and vocational programmes at public

and private institutions, as well as NGO-run schools.
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I am further informed that the figures for 2018 are currently being compiled by the

Statistics Section of my Ministry.

Madam Speaker, | wish to point out that with regard to the prevocational sector, the
dropout rate of students for year 2017 stood at 10.5%. The reforms undertaken by my
Ministry have sought to address this matter, and we have come up with the extended
programme for students who are not able to achieve the required level of competencies at the
end of the primary cycle. Focus is laid on the most vulnerable students following the
extended programme, and their attendance at school is monitored through a student tracking
mechanism. As a result of this exercise conducted by the educational social workers of my
Ministry and the PSEA, it has been found that out of 3,600 students enrolled for the extended
programme in 2018, 10 students were not attending school. It appears there were changes in
their addresses. Action for the tracking of students is still being pursued. Moreover, since this
year, the student tracking mechanism has been extended to the students attending the MITD

centre.

Madam Speaker, with regard to the reasons that can account for students leaving the
secondary schools where he was initially enrolled, these include health problems, severe
disability requiring specialised care, social and family reasons and in certain cases, minor
ones, emigration. Madam Speaker, the Ministry is sustaining its effort to monitor attendance

of students in schools.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Mrs Perraud!

Mrs Perraud: Nous savons tous que les enfants qui sont dans la filiére, anciennement
prévocationelle, extended stream maintenant, quand ils terminent la premiére, deuxieme et
troisieme année, ils ont agées d’environs 14 ans, 15 ans. Donc, le ministére leur dit
d’attendre jusqu’a 16 ans pour entamer la quatrieme année. C’est I’information que j’ai eu au

ministere.
(Interruptions)
Plus maintenant ! Donc, je voulais justement que vous nous donniez des informations.

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: En fait, les éléves qui entrent au secondaire apres le
PSAC ont quatre ans. Ceux qui sont les plus vulnérables, ceux qui d’habitude allaient dans le
prevoc stream, sont maintenant encadres d’une autre facon a travers I'extended programme,

et I’étendue méme du programme est sur quatre ans. Ce qui fait que les éléves sont la et suite
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a cela, ils pourront choisir soit de continuer leurs études dans I’école régionale ou ils se

trouvent deja ou de se faire admettre dans un centre de formation.

Mrs Perraud: Est-ce que la ministre est en train de confirmer qu’il y a eu aucun cas
ou le ministere a renvoyé un enfant pour lui dire d’attendre qu’il ait atteint I’a4ge de 16 ans

pour pouvoir commercer la quatrieme année ?

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Madam Speaker, | have just mentioned that we have got
a new scheme and | do not see why and for what reason we are going to ask a student to wait
for a particular age to attend a class, si j’ai bien compris. Parce que d’apres I’honorable

Madame Perraud, on a demandé a un éleve de rester en classe ...
(Interruptions)

Non, parce qu’en principe ce n’est pas le cas. Je viens d’expliquer le systéeme que nous avons
mis en place, et 1a les éléves, une fois entrés au secondaire, ont quatre ans pour terminer le

cycle d’extended programme.
Madam Speaker: Yes, hon. Mrs Perraud!

Mrs Perraud: Quelle est la politiqgue du ministere lorsqu’un enfant quitte 1’école
avant 16ans ? Nous savons tous que tous les enfants ne terminent pas I’école, ne continuent
pas I’école jusqu’a I’age de 16 ans ou méme aprés. Donc, quelle est la politique du
gouvernement parce que nous savons que légalement un enfant doit étre scolarisé jusqu’a

I’age de 16 ans ?

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Madam Speaker, on a noté a travers les statistiques
qu’effectivement, il y a eu dans le passé un bon nombre d’éleves qui ont quitté le systeme
avant d’avoir atteint I’age de 16 ans. Bien sir, nous avons le Student Tracking System. Il y a
aussi une provision de la loi qui demande a poursuivre les parents, mais cela n’a pas été le cas
jusqu’a présent parce que ces enfants, venant des régions défavorisées, d’un secteur tres
vulnérable, il y a encore beaucoup d’autres problémes trés complexes liés a leur milieu et
alors, dans ce cas-1a, nous suivons les enfants autant que possible, nous essayons de voir s’ils
peuvent rejoindre soit les ONG ou encore la MITD. Mais bien sdr, ce n’est pas un systéme
extrémement fiable que nous avons. Mais a partir de maintenant, avec la réforme, le suivi qui
se fait pour les éléves qui sont de I’extended programme nous permettra, j’espere, de retenir
nos éléves a I’école. Notre politique, c'est no one should be left out of the school, no dropout

policy!
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Madam Speaker: Hon. Dr. Boolell!

Dr. Boolell: Thank very much, Madam Speaker. Can | ask the hon. Minister whether
there is any follow-up in respect of job placement after they have undergone technical and

vocational training?

Mrs Dookun-Luchoomun: Madam Speaker, this question is not related, but I will
still say that we are trying to encadrer le mieux possible les éleves qui rentrent dans le
systéme. | have just mentioned that for the MITD, we have just started the Student Tracking
System.

Madam Speaker: Next question, hon. Mrs Perraud!
CHILDREN - SEXUALLY ABUSED - CASES

(No. B/238) Mrs A. Perraud (First Member for Port Louis North & Montagne
Longue) asked the Vice-Prime Minister, Minister of Local Government and Outer Islands,
Minister of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare whether, in regard to
children, she will state the reported number thereof having sexually been abused by a family

member, since January 2017 to date.

The Vice-Prime Minister, Minister of Local Government and Outer Islands,
Minister of Gender Equality, Child Development and Family Welfare (Mrs F. Jeewa-
Daureeawoo): Madam Speaker, I am informed by the Commission of Police that since
January 2017 to date, 150 cases of children having been sexually abused by a family member,
including both family members living under the same roof and distant relatives have been
reported. 126 perpetrators have been arrested, criminal proceedings are still ongoing. Out of
the 150 cases, 81 cases have been reported directly to my Ministry. It is to be noted that all

cases reported to my Ministry are referred to the Police for enquiry.
Madam Speaker: Hon. Mrs Perraud!

Mrs Perraud: Je voudrais demander a la ministre, est-ce qu’il y a une étude qui est
commanditée par rapport aux enfants qui sont abuses sexuellement par un des membres de la

famille, au niveau du ministére ?

Mrs Jeewa-Daureeawoo: No, there is no such report presently, but I do know that
the Minist